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Abstract—The research on communicative discourse based on Systemic-functional linguistics is in accordance with the
development tendency of discourse analysis. Through a detailed study on how to embody the interpersonal meaning by discourse, it is
concluded that modality system occupies an important position on communicative discourse. This study provides a theoretical basis for
language learners to master the competence on how to express utterance and construct a discourse. It finally aims to improve the output
and communicative competence of foreign language learners, and to elicit the educational illumination on communicative writings.
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1. IRIBA TR ABRE XA W RERE KRR ARKAF . XA R RRTE
CTEIB AN X — R ERBEELSWESGET X BN, RXHE S N MR T 1= Sk R E R
Harris 7Ef R R T 1952 £ EH (EF) HEMN—RXETR SR, B RARIEZEEIL 5IHE SIS & RRIER
HIAEHE, EM 20 e 60 ST aE Ry — M LS (Halliday) 1) (DhREIEVASIR ).
(IR T4k . 80 B, MBI RASIKERE, H DIReis 5 F W NIE S R AR KRB NG H 1I5E 8 4 i
RE A Van Dijk (1981) T 4wIt] (IEES) A Roy O. Freedle  W.UHEEIDIRESL, A KIEIHEE M GAK, HAL, A,
FEHH (REFE) B R L 2E AR E . EE SR EY R HER SR TIRE, BB S ABRIIRE”. K
SMHENSERR R, TR R LR LA ES: D MIEIEE 16 AERRIRFISE i b X B O H A 25 i e
TERZERT A SRR BIE TG B3 fEar 2 SR 7 R 1) LS FITE SR P ELR B A B
iEsE; 2) ANBHER Mk, MEMFRSEEHANESG; &, XSmO R BT HES RGO, E5%
3) DIREIEVEEA T R KR 4) MIEIEE N — N, ESRERIVEE SIS NI B (Fowler,
A BAR B S SATE I I 5) MWOCHEAE R B EIRER 1979: 85); ] LAERE AR B 1E = K il Ak i i i) 2L sz
WF9es 6) 1hE ABRE LT, (R (Quirk etal., 1985: 219). M b, B SEMEAEAEVH )
B A PR E R A ThRgiEvk (Halliday 1985) Axfifs Mm@, RIS . A2RPEE. (EEFRW E, Kii ANE
FIOCHIREI RISy, EERAIE S MABRIG . AL T IR RR IR AL, Bl R 2 ok i AR T AE R T e
PR, X5EGET AR R FE R AME 2 mx Elm, WHErEELRaIE, Ehae, HESE U
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fer AR AR (FHE42,1999:21). 1A FTRIA I Z1EH
) B 2 TR AE RIS [ S5 O T e, B AE VR 2[RI SR A
AR PR R 7, EAMER TSR] &SI PR R
XHERRGET— DT ARG, ARINFRIIRER T 2Kk
BLFBL EAE BRI AE ) B R E BN 0 MRS E A
BAGTE NPT RERS F O BE S FTEL, BEFUTEIE A PR
B E B ER R 1SRG I

2. BRRGM P LTI

BRALAESE N (1994: 89) EAHEAA) 7 AWM. FHENE
Ao AR UL TE AR dr AT B K, EFE AT REPERT
(possible, probable, certain) A1 PER (sometimes, usually,
always). A UL A0 A ] A BRI W, BFE T
PER (allowed, supposed, required) A [ 14 B (willing, keen,
determined) . FHALEELSIX LI AIR T T O0E, ERF—AH
o, S IUMEAS, BB BUNE, BT (BT
Z= 1% ¥ 2000: 8)

GG, AR — RSBz P R 1
HX. RADIRES FIANEES—BH T 57 A oREKIE:

Aeho 5

(1) t52BhahiA, (40: may, can, must, shall, will, could, might,

should, would, need, dare %)

(2) TEAMINRSY, (W already, still, yet, soon 5 5 &4
2%, not, so, yes, no HIHMA K, of course, surely,
absolutely, actually %5518 A 5, PAAIFA LR IR
43+ unfortunately, hopefully £5)

(3) 1HIEMY JE, (fn: be supposed to, be obliged to, be

anxious to %)

(4) AR 55— ARRARIREAR, (40: 1 think, 1 guess, |

believe, I’'m sure %)

(5) AEF— AFrMRiEE AR, (W It’s obvious, It’s required,

Everyone admits that...2%)
(6) &L gEH, (fn: There’s a possibility that...,
There’s a certainty that...%%)

(7) AiAl%E1E, (40: in my opinion, to my mind, in all

probability, to some degree %)
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Ao —RCRUL, KEDTEABIENA . AR (BEE—A
MRACIE B e im i, P K el gt s T 4% A
AN NERUEF B RT, fEarBUEA B, PmRE L
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(1) 1 think Mary is right.

(2) In my opinion, Mary is right.

(3) You should get up early.

(4) I’'m sure we are late

(5) She might have finished her paper.

S ETE I3 T8 20T DARIR R 1l A i AN 1)
FAMERE SR L AE TR A A, Ul AL T2 X
ZAE NN E M TEZETC R R, NS LTk H
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(6) You are assumed to carry out the plan immediately.

(7) You are required to pay for it before this Sunday.

NG R AT AR KR 1) AN LSS — AFRARR 9 2
RIS F AN AR R AE S IR 2= 3, e

(8) There’s a possibility that the bridge will be repaired

next month.

(9) There’s a certainty that we will be late.

(10) It’s obvious that Mary is right.

(11) It’s likely that we will win.

PR SIUERT (APEY R NG AT S0 G N = P
FATN NI A E — A RAE, AT REE 1525
RV, AN B U 18 NS MR I SR AT R PR T AN 2
PiH A H O EMAER, 1AL H PR

AL (1994: 357) ILAE FF M IHLE 7 T4 53 4
Fre BRGSO AEUTEA A WA WA IR TR 2 A

(12) a. I think/I’m certain that Mary is right. (BH#f 3= )
at. In my opinion, Mary is right. (F3 4 3EX))
b. Mary must/may/could/might be right. (:IF B i 34t
c. Mary is probably/possibly right.  (FEBA#E 2 W)
d. It’s likely/obvious that Mary is right. (W32 W)
d1.There’s a possibility that Mary is right. (15 #57231)

3.2 1B AR Ik WA LM I 2 U A

T A e 5 WA 1K) 5 R IE A SRR . AR
(12), "TRAEZH: /& “I think”, “I’m certain”, “I’m willing”
REEMA T EAR, RIEVIEANPEHERSE; &
“It’s obvious”, “It’s likely”, “You can’t doubt that...”,
“Everyone admits that...”, “There’s a possibility that...” XF
()i =AY, ek Uil A 0 B A 2 A

175 2 B PR B FEAE TR R 0 vh B+ > B
an B RTIR, AEA R SCAIL T s 1 5 R e R UL A
FEo NIEFERMRR R H EAOR, BN A I HUE R
F B3 A e T, 2R B ORI VR A T R AN E 1
A IS B ) 2 LD 1) S I 2 35 XU ISR 5k 2 1



BEENREE . B, AIEmBEA NS B 25 m A
FIEAF R I, HAE W ER TR, RoR%A
BT BB, A

(13) I think that might be an unrealistic idea.

YT Mo R A I 2 AR e 20, i et = 1
R A RUR,  DUE B SR el 5 2 A, (8 A HELAR
B EIEL . bl b 3.1 Bl (8)-(11).

3.3 i ALFE

b, EETRRESEEZE AR, AR
ANAEN AT e, ORI R ALSR R UK, AT nag
ANFISLIg 2 (B 22 F5 R P i R T REAE o AEVE B — B (M IH
N, UETE A A B RS AR RAR B E s 1 1 ) AL
SFEFE . Palmer A1 Perkins (I, Leech 1983: 29 #45| Ze7,
BKSF 2002:12) ARG BN W AP EIEA SR
JETE B . ENEA S AR TE XS & 3hiE, 40 can,
may, must, will, shall &; MBS Zd 220 B AR E
#3h, 0 could, might, would, ought to, should. Perkins
LN RS R =X ) N S K = O VAP P I TR
SEIALSR . AR A i SR A T B s A0 BT ik AN R
HRAE RIS

IR L Eigik, pr s A ik J7 AHAFAEAE e sl
A ) . s A BB R U, AT AR He 7 3 L

SR 9 R LR E AT AAN R (38, 5 25303, 2 will, shall,

can, may b BB RRIIE L ERFI—LL, HAH
AN —%E; 7 must F1 have to BT £, NAIERE
XFERIRI 7, BB E SCRREY, BRI BT 2 BB s -
FHUE AT R B SR R s (EAREE 2002:13)
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TH SRR AAER S S IR R R, L fEFRA 15
ik Jr A, | think FTEAMEE 4, 1 believe A & &, |
guess A%, 1A & RIE R, RYIUETE N IE E A
Wi, Z520E NBE N B ARMCT A, AR = UG R
YIE ANBE T C, EA sV

FEF AT, 1EAE I S KR AL SRR FE A 25 VI o6
Fo LLEMAITRY], BAERES, PSS T 6 R
MAEREETEE. MR, BHSEBE, EHEREE
TR, 21l A BB T R 18 N IR S A BOR ik
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4. XFRSERBERAREX NI S REFSRER

bR R R, BIAZBR R SC,  #RAE H A0S s AR
T N RSO, BRI T IR S AR, I LS
SRR AEZ . R E G PLALSAE B o 2
JAEM IS, HARREOA: R, WiR. BAE. [,
Bz, e, JER . AR R, BRSE IR

W EpTE, HERGRIENRIIGE, PRI E
B BRI T B ARG TR IR T S
HEMMEN . P, AR E BRIXRE R N B i 20 B 5
fIAAZ IR T, SRR B IC O E 2,

4.1 125 BhhE 4

A AZ T TEAF PR 1 — K B B R 1S A B 1 KR A
H PLRRXR T e S S, ALK . B,
MIE TGS B R R Z . Bt fERRIER. A
lF] | A L 2 32 A5 B, 28 I QR 1A - “Would
you be so kind as to...” “Would you be kind enough to...”,
“Id like to know if it’s possible to....”, “I’d like to extend to
you an invitation to....”, “I would be delighted to accept
your...” IXAF AT RIRIUT KRR LA, B NE
A B R IE SRR A AR S, P I U R
PRl A P A A (B AR A B3Rl . A, R XUTT 5% A LA
B, EEFEARABARR IR, AT ME AME B B3l
1A, U0: “Can 1....”, “Could/Would you....”, “How about...”,
“We hope to see you...”, “I will be happy to accept your...”.

4.2 HAEARBIE N — SZPnS 1R IS 2R

b Al G A Bhzhial oh, HAt R g SR s,
DL R AR R A A A BRI R 2. 4 Bk o #fr, fEmIBaAE
NELLHE & i BN REAS A UL, SR FH B ) 32 0
Kamy, mraRiEH CREEBCAINT A, 2 ALE
SR . BIIEH 218 K I HAR H g W E i, nTHIX
FER)A)F “1 think there is some merit in your offer...”, “In
my opinion, your suggestion is a delightful...”. I B#IIE
R T 4 W AR R R TR A KA B rh, R X
ZAENTIME MR TR R, NS 2SR H
TRAMOERIE, , WA, XBFELNE K. H
e R X R AL, BN ASAE B R4 R E
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Dear Jenny,

Thank you for your invitation to your university
graduation ceremony on July 5._Unfortunately, much as |
would like to be there at this important moment in your
life, I cannot possibly take that day off as I am now all
tangled up in a difficult lawsuit and booked for a meeting
with my lawyer on the very day of the ceremony. Though
I called him to ask for rescheduling the appointment, it
was simply impossible for him to change the date on his
calendar. | am sorry for not being able to be there with
you on that day, but_I promise | will come over to your
house at the weekend to give you my congratulation in
person.

TEX R R 4afE h, /E % Jaii i 8 A Unfortunately, much
as | would like to ] 3 WL I LA om0 fE A H A ik, T8
iFf#EH | cannot possibly..., it was simply impossible for him
HI R R ISR FRoRiE4a ) L2, A 1 am sorry for not
being able to... XM FEMAJRRIER; Fa@EEEAH |
promise | will... 175 AE & K BhBhia A 3= 00 B 22 A X it g5
MRS T AL BT, A6 2Rk 1) R, AR B X7 TR B
ERUTT R F A R I IR A8 48 1T 52 B T R AR

Ak, TERONIEG . NP B DRI E iR,
BT F 4 LR R RS R LR e —, BT RS TR
AR LS FTERAE E 2%, — M AEH FWEA 15 A
R, FERNBHTEIWNESEE, SFXHESERET
B eSS, HAH IR A) 5 “Thanks so much
for...”, “I’m witting to thank you for...”, “Please accept my
sincere appreciation of...” fERFEH, KA E WM “1

congratulate you on...”, “I just cannot wait to tell you how

happy I am for you.” “I’m proud of you....”, “I’m sure you
will...” XA E AR AR E . BUBE LS i 1 - 1E
B 4E AR 4 R W “T’m - sorry/upset/shocked to hear
that...”, “Please accept my sympathies...”, “I can’t tell you
how much I feel for you...”, “Take good care of yourself and
don’t worry about...”, “I will...”, “I hope...” %3iA M H
[ea R ) AT A A SRR i B S SRRt .
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TMAEBRE T, BURE X FAEAWRISEE . DA Ay B
)RR s AR R, oRoE AR A T S S S m ) S &S
f)xo WI“I’m writing to complain about...”, “I’m completely
disappointed at what...”, “I believe...”, “I sincerely hope...”,
“I am eagerly looking forward to....”

5. Z5ip
DRIBESFUANESHAEERR. ANF. BERE =T

hie, ANBrInIhe R pe i FAE# R &= 2 B e
MHEZHKR, BIPEANRESREECHESE, R
HWAERIT N, X —IhRe AR EE REE XA, B
HCEETF BOR B A A RS SRS, s RE A A
PR TFB, EATREBEAN R RPN, BESENA
B JC D RE IR B AR, SRS TS AR SuE AT
FEEHAL (FK T 2000:8), FIEBEE L NI ERI R

gt, DCAED e &R U A g Rt TR . fEiE 5%
Fro ARSI DR —Bud . ERE NG
AE L ZFVERR G S T NI R 2 HEE . RETIRE

B EEXESHIBTT, M TAGIEERIT, BT —

& WATEL e T RSB S S R AN G A, F4R
SIS, . AL, BREMREECHE
R Kb 3R .

2% ik (References)

[1] Fowler, R.et al. Languageand Control. London: Routledge &
Kegan Paul, 1979. 85, 203.

Halliday, M.A.K. An Introduction to Functional Grammar.
London: Edward, 1985/1994.

Leech, G. Principle of Pragmatics. London: Longman, 1983. 29,
108

Quirk, R. et al. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English

(2]

(3]

[4]
Language. London: Longman Group Limited, 1985.219.
Li Modality— The Spread From Sentence to
Discourse. Foreign Language Publication 2000(4): 7-12.

Zhanzi.

(5]
[6] LiJi An. Significance of Modality and Modal Auxiliary. Foreign
Languages 1999(4): 19-23.

[7] Li Jie & Zhong Yongping. On English Modal System and Its

Functions. Foreign Languages Teaching. 2002(1): 9-14.





