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Abstract — The issues of household economic security are a 

major focus of interest of the government and scientific 
community. The research object is the Russian households that 
are functioning in actual conditions, reflecting the state of the 
Russian economy. The research subject is the processes which 
feature the safe conditions of households, performing their 
socially and economically important functions.  

To analyse the economic security of households, the efficiency 
of the processes dealing with the functioning of households, the 
authors use the method of the eigenstates. The special feature of 
the method resides in creating the reference model. The multiple-
factor model is applied in terms of the group of the indicators 
describing the parameters of production, business, consumption, 
saving, and financial activity of a household for creating the 
reference models of the interaction of the processes determining 
the functioning of a household. 

The research reasons that the key indicators of the functions 
performed by the households and the complex of the 
measurements reflecting the degree of their efficiency or 
otherwise - the condition of economic security of households can 
be presented by means of a reference model. 

The research stages include the preliminary data processing, 
the calculation of the correlation matrix, the determination of 
eigenvectors, the justification for the selection criteria of 
eigenstates, the analysis of eigenstates, the calculation of key 
components, the calculation of model values of the indicators for 
the key components, and the analysis of the reliability of 
forecasting results. 

The results of the analysis are confirmed with a high degree 
of match for the results on three eigenstates. The authors draw a 
conclusion that households may ensure their economic security in 
the long term. Nowadays, it is supported by the effective 
performance of the financial, production and saving functions of 
households. For further strengthening of the economic security it 
is necessary to create the conditions for more effective 
implementation of business and consumption functions. 

The proposed methodical approach was tested at the 
macrolevel of the Russian economy and can be used for the 
assessment of the state of household economic security in a 
certain region with a high degree of efficiency and reliability of 
the results. 

Keywords — economic security, household, household 
functions, sustainable development  

I.  INTRODUCTION  

The issues of the assessment of the state of household 
economic security are still gaining the increasing scientific 
and practical relevance. A large number of scientific papers 
are devoted to the studies of economic security in terms of 
financial wellbeing [1], [2] and financial risks [3]. The series 
of researches add a political context to the security, including 
the study of such a phenomenon as “American dream” [4], are 
complemented with the national peculiarities of the country 
under study [5], are detailed on social groups of society 
(middle class) [6], and consider the trends of the globalization 
[7]. 

A lot of researches are focused on the development of the 
criteria for assessing the states of the economic security of a 
household: the existence (absence) of guarantees of health 
care, robbery, employment (loss of work) [8]; the level of 
income of household members, education level, the level of 
English skills, and physical abilities [9].  

In terms of the common research objectives of the 
economic security of households [10], [11], [12], taking into 
account the complex of the parameters previously considered 
within methodological approaches, and using general and 
theoretical experience of the concept of economic security 
[13], we took the processes reflecting a safe state of a 
household in the course of its performance of socially and 
economically significant functions as an object of the research. 
The process of production involves the realization of labour 
potential of a household [14]; business activity process – the 
business interaction between a household and the variety of 
economy subjects [15]; consumption process – the end use of 
market goods and the creation of demand [16]; saving process 
– the process of saving that stabilises the economic and social 
state of a household [17], [18]; financing process – the 
relationship in the payments, the participation in the 
investment processes, the processes of redistribution of the 
gross domestic product and national income [19], [20]. The 
authors’ system of assessing the indicators of realization of 
household function performance relies on the considering of a 
household as a social and economic system. 
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We specified the characteristics of effective functioning 
with the indicators which reflect the facility of households to 
participate in the processes of production, exchange, 
consumption, distribution and redistribution. When choosing 
initial indicators we used the open source data provided by the 
Russian institutions of the state statistics.  

II. MATERIALS AND METHODS (MODEL) 

For the analysis of economic security of households, the 
efficiency of the processes dealing with their functioning we 
used the method of eigenstates which represents one of the 
directions in the analysis of key components [21].  

Both methods, which we grounded our research on, make 
up the key components. Each component is interpreted as the 
one-factorial model that describes the trend in the processes 
related to the functioning of households. The weighting 
coefficients of key components are treated as characteristics of 
the eigenstate of a household. The first property of eigenstates 
– the key components are independent – allows us to create a 
reference model, rejecting the eigenstates which do not meet 
the specified requirements. The second property – the 
proportional change in the condition of the object (on change 
of the key components of a certain eigenstate) and coefficient 
of the corresponding eigenstate – enable to carry out the check 
of eigenstates on their compliance to the formulated 
requirements. The advantage of the model created by means of 
the method of eigenstates consists in the potential to show the 
cause-and-effect relationships of the interaction between the 
processes of household functioning. 

The multiple-factor model is applied on the basis of the 
group of the indicators, which reflect the parameters of 
production, business activity, consumption, saving, financial 
activity of a household, to create the reference models of 
interaction between the processes determining the functioning 
of a household. Using the reference model, it is possible to 
express the key indicators of the performance of the functions 
by a household as well as the complex of the measurements 
which describe the degree of their efficiency or in other words 
the state of economic security of households.  

III.  RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

We selected thirty-seven parameter characteristics of 
indicators of the production, business, consumption, saving, 
and financial activities of a household for the period of 2007-
2017. The following indicators should be noted: the income of 
households of various origin (business, labour, from property, 
and public assistance); the expenses of households in various 
areas (purchase of goods and services and compulsory 
payments); the social expenses of the federal budget 
(financing of education, health care, housing services); the 
availability of educational (number of students of higher and 
secondary professional education) and medical services (the 
number of bedspaces in hospitals, disease incidence, routine 
check-ups of citizens); the price indexes in various goods and 
money markets. 

The parameters of a household activity describing it as a 
system are precised in the form of the social and economic 

characteristics of the Russian economy that are a part of the 
external environment of a household. Each indicator has a 
functional role in the process of modelling. The fragment of 
the dynamics in the main social and economic processes of the 
Russian economy is presented in Fig. 1.  

The result of the analysis of dynamics in the initial 
indicators of the parameters of the processes characterising the 
production, business, consumption, saving, and financial 
activities of a household shows an unstable state of the 
economic security. On the one hand, there is the growth of 
monetary income of the citizens, salaries, social insurance 
benefits, and the income from property. On the other hand, the 
trend of persistent high unemployment rate, the debt gain in 
loans, the growth of the citizens’ dependence on the 
government grants for the payment of housing services and 
residential rental payment, the growth of disease incidence, 
the reduction of expenses from the state budget on the 
education, the reduction of consumer loans, and the growth of 
past-due payments on mortgage loans are relevant. 

Then we applied the method of eigenstates to assess the 
economic security of households depending on the parameters 
of the production, business, consumption, saving, and 
financial activities of households. The research was roughly 
divided into eight stages. 

At the first research stage the regression matrix was used 
for the calculation of coefficients of the eigenstates. While 
calculating the eigenstates, the preliminary data processing 
was carried out where the operations of centering and 
normalization were applied.  

At the second stage, the correlation matrix was calculated. 

At the third research stage we determined the eigenvectors 
on the basis of the equation solution:  

(A-λ I) х V0 = 0                  (1) 

where A is covariance matrix (initial); 

λ – matrix reflection of eigenvectors; 

I – identity matrix; 

V0 - eigenvector. 

 
Fig. 1. The fragment of the dynamics in the initial social and economic 

processes in Russia (bln. RUB) 
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By using the “MIDAS-2-16+” programme, we solved the 
problem of the determination of eigenvalues of vectors. The 
result is the obtained coefficients of thirty-seven eigenstates 
which fragment is given in Table 1. The eigenstates describe 
the deviations of the indicators from their average values. The 
obtained coefficients of the indicators in various eigenstates 
have various values (positive and negative). It proves the 
interrelation where the growth of the parameters with positive 
values of a coefficient within this eigenstate provides the 
growth of the other indicators and vice versa. Such change of 
the parameters highlights the trends of this eigenstate. 

At the fourth research stage we determined the criteria of 
the selection of eigenstates according to the requirements 
imposed to the production (unemployment reduction, increase 
in the number of students of higher and secondary professional 
educational institutions, reduction of disease incidence), 
business (growth in incomes from business activity), 
consumption (growth of purchases of goods and services, 
stabilisation of consumer prices), saving (growth in incomes 
from property, increase in deposits of the citizens), and 
financial activities (reduction of past-due payments on loans, 
including mortgage loans) of a household. 

For the creation of economic model it was reasonable to 
conduct the analysis of eigenstates according to the chosen 
criteria of the identification of processes of a household 
functioning. It should be considered that the state of economic 
security is described by all set of key components (KC), and 
each eigenstate from the presented set reflects the set of initial 
parameters as well as their dynamics in general. 

TABLE I.  THE COEFFICIENTS OF EIGENSTATES 

Дисперсия KC 1,19Е+
07 

1,09Е+
06 

2,42Е+
05 

2,26Е+
05 

rate, %  87.81 8.006 1.777 1.659 

cumulative rate, %  87.81 95.816 97.593 99.252 

eigenvectors  1 2 3 4 

monetary income of 
the citizens, bln. 
RUB 

2131 0.29 0.02 0.09 0.04 

income from the 
business activity, 
bln. RUB 

2134 0,18 0,07 -0,04 -0,12 

salary, bln. RUB 1438 0.19 0.01 0.05 0.00 

social insurance 
benefits, bln. RUB. 

2478 0.65 -0.00 -0.32 0.36 

income from 
property, bln. RUB. 

1893 0.12 0.05 0.68 0.08 

 

At the fifth stage we made the analysis of the eigenstates 
according to the selected criteria of the identification of 
processes of a household functioning. The first eigenstate 
characterises the top trend of the household activity (87.81% 
of variability of all the indicators) and reflects the efficiency 
of the financial activity of households. 

The second eigenstate specifies the trend of the household 
functioning (8.006% of variability of all the indicators) and 
the efficiency of the production activity of a household. The 

third eigenstate reflects the trend of household functioning 
(1.777% of variability of all the indicators) and demonstrates 
the performance efficiency of the savings activity of a 
household. 

The analysis of the rest of the eigenstates is not relevant as 
they give the insignificant values (no more than 1.659% of 
variability of all the indicators). The research of three 
eigenstates which have a high degree of variability of all the 
indicators led to the following conclusions. The first eigenstate 
characterises the efficiency of the financial activity of a 
household; the second one – the production activity of a 
household; the third one – the savings of a household. 

Therefore, the activity of a household in the area of 
consumption and business does not contribute to the 
strengthening of economic security of a household. An extra 
argument of this conclusion is the open source data provided 
by the institutions of the Russian state statistics on the 
consumer expectations of the citizens [22]. The negative and 
decreasing value of indexes of the current state of the Russian 
economy, the expected change in price (in a year), the current 
personal financial situation, the favourable conditions for large 
purchases, and favourable conditions for savings confirm the 
growth of the consumer pessimism of households in Russia. 

At the sixth stage we calculated the key components for 
the period under analysis. The parameters of the matrix of the 
key component were determined from the formula:  

Z=XV0                                   (2) 

where Z is the matrix of the key components. 

A key component represents a linear combination of the 
initial parameters therefore we calculated its value by the 
following formula: 

  =
=Ζ n

jki kjijXv 0
1          (3) 

where Zki means the value of k-key component at i 
moment. 

The fragment of the values of the selected key components 
according to the criterion of the relevancy of values is 
presented in Table 2. 

TABLE II.  VALUES OF KEY COMPONENT 

Number of the key component 
Years 

1 2 3 4 5 

2008  -5226.676 +855.545 +508.211 -602.525 -258.070 

2009  -4526.083 +280.527 +535.748 +596.689 +387.900 

2010 -2363.298 -1924.995 -206.671 +233.508 -298.546 

 

The first key component is characterised by the steady, 
increasing dynamics. The assessment of the first component 
speaks for the ability of a household to strengthen its 
economic security in the long term. The second and third 
components show periodic but not extreme fluctuations. As it 
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was noted above, the conditions needed in this instance are the 
improvement of the efficiency of the financial, production and 
saving types of household activity.  

The seventh stage of our research involved the calculation 
of the model values of the indicators for the selected key 
components. The created model represents the idealisation of 
the real activity of a household and serves as its standard. In 
our case it is the first, second and third key components. The 
fragment of the obtained results is depicted in Fig. 2. The 
actual value of an indicator is showed by the solid line, and the 
value received when using model – by dotted one. 

The graph in Fig.2 represents the comparison of the actual 
values of monetary income of the citizens within the period 
under consideration and their received model parameters. The 
salaries, social insurance benefits, income from property, cash 
expenditures and savings, compulsory payments and 
contributions (thirty-seven characteristics of the indicator 
parameters of the production, business, consumption, saving 
and financial activities of a household) were similarly 
compared. 

The calculations show that the actual values for the review 
period slightly deviate from the values received with use of 
the reference model. The values of expenses of the 
consolidated budget on housing and communal services and 
disease incidences of the citizens are an exception. The 
calculation models of indicators are the basis to draw the 
conclusion about the considerable influence of these processes 
on the selected parameters within three eigenstates. 

At the eighth stage we analysed the adequacy and 
reliability of the forecasting results by employing the method 
of assessment of proximity of actual data arrangement to the 
model values. For this purpose we calculated a mean absolute 
percentage error (MAPE). The average error of approximation 
keeps within the range from -0.01% to 2.27% that allows to 
conclude that the activity of a household complies with the 
model of safe functioning. 

 

 

IV.  CONCLUSION 

The results of the analysis confirm our conclusions about 
the full matching of the results for three selected eigenstates. 
The research undertaken proves the facility of a household to 
ensure the economic security in the long term. It is currently 
supported with the effective performance of financial, 
production and saving types of the household activity. For 
further strengthening of the economic security it is necessary 
to create the conditions for more effective performance of 
business and consumption functions. 

In the undertaken research, the technique for the analysis 
of the state of economic household security was tested at the 
level of the Russian economy. The proposed methodical 
approach can be used with a high degree of efficiency and 
reliability of the results for the assessment of the state of 
household economic security of a certain region when the 
household of a certain region and the application of the 
corresponding indicators characterizing the state of regional 
economy are selected as a research object.  

References 

[1] Jacobs E. The Politics of Economic Insecurity, The Brookings 
Institution: Issues in Governance Studies, 12, 2007, pp.1-13. 

[2] Leland H. E. Saving and uncertainty: the precautionary demand for 
saving, The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 82(3), 1968, pp. 465-473. 

[3] Financing for Overcoming Economic Insecurity, edited by Nazrul Islam 
and Rob Vos. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015. 

[4] Hacker J. S. The Great Risk Shift: The New Economic Insecurity and 
the Decline of the American Dream. Oxford University Press, 2006. 

[5] Schmidt-Hebbel K., Webb S. B. and Corsetti G. Household saving in 
developing countries: first cross-country evidence, in The World Bank 
Economic Review, 6(3), 1992, pp. 529-547. 

[6] Draut T., Wheary J., Shapiro T.M. Dēmos. By a thread: the new 
experience of America’s middle class. Available at: 
http://www.demos.org/publication/thread-new-experience-americas-
middle-class, Reference date: 21.01.2019. 

[7] Milberg W., Winkler D. Globalization, Offshoring and Economic 
Insecurity in Industrialized Countries. Financing for Overcoming 
Economic Insecurity, edited by Nazrul Islam and Rob Vos. Bloomsbury 
Publishing, 2015. 

[8] Dominitz J., Manski C. F. Perceptions of economic insecurity: evidence 
from the survey of economic expectations. The National Bureau of 
Economic Research of the United States ,Working Paper No. 5690. 
Available at: http://www.nber.org/papers/w5690. Reference date: 
16.12.2018. 

[9] Beeferman L.W. The asset index: assessing the progress of states in 
promoting economic security and opportunity. Asset Development 
Institute, The Heller Graduate School for Social Policy and Management 
Brandeis University. Available at: 
https://iasp.brandeis.edu/pdfs/2002/The%20Asset%20Index.pdf. 
Reference date: 21.01.2019. 

[10] Ostanin V.A. Ekonomicheskaya bezopasnost' domashnikh khozyaistv: 
problemy metodologii otsenki [Economic security of households: 
problems of assessments methodology]. Ekonomika i 
predprinimatel'stvo [Economy and Business], 2016, № 9, pp. 471-475.  

[11] Shelgunova E.A. Vliyanie sotsial'no-ekonomicheskikh faktorov na 
ekonomicheskoe povedenie domashnikh khozyaistv v sovremennoi 
Rossii [Influence of social and economic factors on economic behavior 
of hoouseholds in modern Russia]. Vestnik samarskogo 
gosudarstvennogo ekonomicheskogo universiteta [Bulletin of Samara 
State Economic University], 2015,№ 3, pp.4-48.  

[12] Yashchenko O.V. Evolyutsionirovanie domashnikh khozyaistv v 
strukture funktsionirovaniya proizvodstvennykh otnoshenii [Evolving of 

 
Fig. 2. The graphs of real and model values of the monetary income of 

the citizens 

Advances in Economics, Business and Management Research, volume 83

36



households in the structure of functioning of production relations]. 
Ekonomika i predprinimatel'stvo [Economy and business], 2016, № 3-1 
(68-1), pp.201-205.   

[13] Karpushkina A.V. Problemy ekonomicheskoi bezopasnosti: poisk 
effektivnykh reshenii [Problems of Economic Security: Search for 
Effective Solutions], monography, Chelyabinsk: Publishing center 
YuUrGU, 2017, 268 p. 

[14] Mironenko O.V. Vliyanie zanyatosti domokhozyaistv na uroven' zhizni 
naseleniya v regionakh Dal'nevostochnogo federal'nogo okruga [The 
influence of the employment of households on the life standard of the 
population in the regions of the Far Eastern Federal District]. Nauchnoe 
obozrenie [Scientific Review], 2015, № 16, pp. 388-394. 

[15] Mironenko O.V. Vklad domashnikh khozyaistv v razvitie natsional'noi 
ekonomiki [Contribution of households to the development of national 
economy]. Kazanskaya nauka [Kazan Science], 2014, № 1, pp. 67-70. 

[16] Podol'naya N.N. Potrebitel'skie interesy domashnikh khozyaistv v 
oblasti zdravookhraneniya i otdykha [The consumer interests of 
households in health care and recreation]. Natsional'nye interesy: 
prioritety i bezopasnost' [National interests: priorities and safety], 2016, 
№ 6 (339), pp. 45-56. 

[17] Sedova Yu.V. Sberezheniya domashnikh khozyaistv i ikh funktsii 
[Savings of households and their functions]. Ekonomicheskie nauki 
[Economic Sciences], 2015, № 2 (123), pp. 7-12. 

[18] Galimova A.Sh., Galina A.E. Motivy i faktory sberezhenii i investitsii 
domashnikh khozyaistv  [Reasons and factors of savings and 

investments of households]. Evraziiskii yuridicheskii zhurnal [Eurasian 
Journal of Law], 2016, № 6 (97), pp.224-226. 

[19] Nivorozhkina L.I. Tekushchie dokhody i finansovoe povedenie 
domokhozyaistv: kto v krizis teryaet bol'she? [Current income and 
financial behavior of households: who loses more in the  crisis?]. 
Prikladnaya ekonometrika [Applied Econometrics], 2017, № 4 (48), pp. 
85-96. 

[20] Glukhov V.V., Ostanin V.A., Rozhkov Yu.V. Ekonomicheskaya priroda 
denezhnykh fondov domashnikh khozyaistv [Economic nature of 
monetary funds of households]. Vestnik Volgogradskogo 
gosudarstvennogo universiteta [Bulletin of Volgograd State University], 
Seriya 3: Ekonomika, ekologiya [Series 3: Economics, Ecology], 2015, 
№ 4, pp. 42-51. 

[21] Mokeev V.V., Vorob'ev D.A. Analiz effektivnosti protsessov v 
sotsial'no-ekonomicheskikh sistemakh metodom sobstvennykh 
sostoyanii [The analysis of efficiency of processes in social and 
economic systems by the method of eigenstates]. Vestnik Yuzhno-
Ural'skogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta [Bulletin of the Southern Ural 
State University], Seriya: Komp'yuternye tekhnologii, upravlenie, 
radioelektronika [Series: Computer technologies, management, radio 
electronics.], 2014, № 2 (58), Vol. 2, pp. 236-239. 

[22] Chastnye pokazateli potrebitel'skikh ozhidanii naseleniya. Rossiya v 
tsifrakh 2017 [Particular indicators of consumer expectations of the 
citizens. Russia in figures 2017.Available at: http://www.gks.ru. 
Reference date: 18.12.2018. 

 

 

Advances in Economics, Business and Management Research, volume 83

37




