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Abstract—The family exit-entry certification in the Bamboo
Slips of the Han Dynasty in the northwest is used by the
families of the soldiers in the northwestern side of the Han
Dynasty to enter and exit the checkpoint. The elements of the
family exit-entry certification are the official residence,
position, name, date, the status of the family members, age and
the cattle and carriages they carry. According to the bamboo
slips, the soldiers were in the position of beacon tower under
the leadership of the Tuota Houguan. Tuota Houguan is under
the jurisdiction of Jianshui Duwei, the beacon tower is located
in the north of the Jianshuijin checkpoint. Zhaowu Country
and Lude Country are in the southeast of Jinguan checkpoint.
The family members of the soldiers must use the family
certification to exit and entry Jinguan checkpoint to Tuota
Houguan. If their conditions confirm to the rules, they could
pass the checkpoint. Otherwise, they couldn't pass the
checkpoint. The family members of the soldiers could go to
Houguan to visit their relatives by family exit-entry
certification, which was conducive to the soldiers in the
northwest fortress under harsh natural conditions to secure the
northwest frontier of the motherland. At the same time, it
embodied the humanistic care of the Han government for the
officers and their families, and was conducive to the smooth
progress of the strategy of the Han Empire’s frontier fortress.

Keywords—Bamboo Slips of Han Dynasty; Fu; family exit-
entry certification; Houguan

. INTRODUCTION

In 1930, more than 10,000 Han bamboo slips were
unearthed in Juyan by the Northwest Scientific Investigation
Mission of China and Sweden. From 1972 to 1974, the
cultural relics department of Gansu Province made great
achievements in the ruins of the fourth tower, Pochengzi,
Jiaqu Houguan and Jianshui Jinguan. Besides the old and
new Juyan Bamboo Slips of Han Dynasty, there were also
Dunhuang Xuanguan Bamboo Slips and Jianshui Jinguan
Bamboo Slips, which became an important part of the
Bamboo Slips of Han Dynasty in the Northwest.

At present, the main research results about "Fu" and
"family exit-entry certification" in Qin and Han Dynasties
are as follows. Li Junming's "Exit-entry Certification,
Biographies and Exit-entry Records in Han Bamboo Slips",
[1] divides the "Fu" into two categories: one is "exit-entry
certification of officials' families"; the other is temporary
exit-entry certificates with confidentiality, and analyses the
similarities between the two types of "Fu" in the form of

bamboo slips. Dating Xiu's "Fu and Zhi of Han Dynasty" [2]
analyses three types of "Fu" in Juyan bamboo slips of Han
Dynasty, including "family certification of entry and exit",
and divides them into public and private categories according
to their contents. Huang Yanping's "Study on family
certification of exit and entry in the frontier of Han Dynasty
— Taking the Northwest Han Bamboo Slips as an example™
[3] analyses the family exit-entry certification, the reasons
for not seeing the family certification of exit and entry of
ordinary soldiers, and the structural problems of the border
families in the middle and late Western Han Dynasty
reflected by family exit-entry certification. On the basis of
the above-mentioned articles and from the perspective of
document administration, this paper tries to analyze the
relevant problems of family exit-entry certification in the
Hexi of Han Dynasty, in order to have a glimpse of the usage
of family exit-entry certification in Hexi of Han Dynasty. If
there is anything improper, anyone can correct it.

Il.  "FU" AND FAMILY EXIT-ENTRY CERTIFICATION IN
BAMBOO SLIPS OF HAN DYNASTY

A. Fu
R RPN e vl (o) 118 [4]
Jinguan checkpoint adopted the six-inch "Fu".
DO ASTHA 85 A—Z2R00#%  (S4&) 1126

This entry-exit certification is a six-inch character with a
hundred teeth engraved on it, ranging from one to thirty...

BACFAATR BELEEXAEANSTHE 585 AF—ET
2£0000006%AF @%F A (&4) 659

On the first day of the first lunar month of the seventh
year of Emperor Zhao of the Han Dynasty (80 B.C.), the
exit-entry certification of Juyan and Jinguan areas were six
inches, with 100 teeth engraved on them. Starting from the
first tooth, the teeth were on the left side. If the serrated teeth
could be closed to indicate conformity, they would be
released.

WAECFEAAFR BREEEXABENSTHR 8 KFE—EF
EEE BEBEX FEURE @F N  (HAK) 657

On the first day of the seventh year of Emperor Zhaodi of
Han Dynasty (80 B.C.) on the first day of the first lunar

month, the entrance and exit marks of Juyan area and
Jinguan area were six inches, with 100 teeth engraved on
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them. Starting from the first tooth, the teeth were on the left
side. They moved from Juyan area to Jinguan area. If the
serrated teeth could fit together, they would be released.

In "Shuowen Jiezi", it says, "Fu" is a symbol of
information. In the Han Dynasty, six inches long bamboo
was used to make a "Fu". If half of the "Fu" is identical with
the other half, it shows conformity. In "Shiji - Fengchan
Shu", "Qin Dynasty takes October in winter as the beginning
of every year. They advocate black, and weights, measures
and so on are named after six." Zhang Yan commented:
"Water is in the north." The color is black, and the water
ends with six, so the length of six inches is the length of "Fu",
and the six steps is the length of the ruler.”
"Shiji - Biography of First Emperor of Qin Dynasty" also
notes: "it always takes the six as the units of time, and the
things used by the "Fu" and law are six inches long." [5]

"The Rites of Zhou -Hostage™ says: "the 'Fu' with teeth,
originates from the evidence used to investigate the market.”
Zheng commented: "Ji likes the investigation. A Text comes
from a market voucher for trading, which has two lines
written on both sides of the voucher with letters inscribed on
both sides. Duan Yucai explained to the "quan": "Each side
holds a wooden slip and carves its teeth on it. If the teeth of
the two wooden slips can match, it is correct, so carving
marks are left and right." "Yupian™ writes: "Fu refers to the
Fujie used in military diplomacy, etc. Fujie is divided into
two parts, each side holding one side as a relic." The carved
teeth of the "Fuquan" are used for matching, that is to say,
"matching for doing" as mentioned in the simplified text. At
the same time, the rugged teeth also play a role in
distinguishing between left and right. According to "left
residing official, right moving to Jinguan" in the bamboo
slips, people can see that the exit-entry certification of the
bamboo slips of Northwest Han Dynasty is left-handed.

The above mentioned "exit-entry certifications are signed
without signature, indicating that they are not only for long-
term use by one person, but are issued to one person when
needed, and can be reused after they are used up and
returned.” [6] And the system of exit-entry certification is
also found in "Hanguan Jiegu". It writes: "Everyone who
lives in the palace has a registered permanent residence and
has this 'Fu'. This 'Fu' is made of wood and is two inches
long. According to their official position, Latte Seal divides
the "Fu" into two halves. For those who want to enter or
leave the palace gate, the gatekeeper checks their household
registration and the fused teeth. If the fused teeth match, they
are released." According to Mr. Li Junming's research, there
are four types of "Fu" in the Northwest Han bamboo slips:
exit-entry certification, officials and family exit-entry
certification, daily records and Jinghou character. Among
them, the copy of the official's family exit-entry certification
is as follows:

In the sixth day of the eleventh month of the fourth year
of emperor yongguang's reign (40 BC), his wife, Sun Diqing,
is 21 years old in the Wansuili of Zhaowu County.

Wang Nv, the youngest daughter, is 3 years old.
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It is the "Fu" of the youngest daughter who is the eldest
grandson of Tuota Hou Chang Yanshou. The name is Er, and
9 years old. They all have dark skin (see "He Xiao" 29.1).

B. Family Exit-entry Certification

MEELFT—ALRART JTHEEPRETERFRTZ
EHRBBANE LB — % EZ T3EJT37:96[7]

On November 27, the first year of Emperor Xuan of the
Han Dynasty (53 B.C.), a soldier named Huzhong in
Guangdi, said to his superiors that he was going to submit a
name book, which was about the name of the family
members of the officials who entered and exited the Jinguan
checkpoint.

) #-FAFEATTFHRAR LHERKE KX EHFERE
BB RKEX B A#ESL KT TIEJTIT:152

On the eightth day of 1898, the first year of Emperor Ai
of the Han Dynasty (6 B.C.), the Northern Houzhang, named
Xuan, reported to his superiors that he had moved the family
exit-entry certification of the officials to Jianshui Jinguan
and let the families of the officials in Jianshui Jinguan enter
and leave as usual.

The above two pieces of bamboo slips are from the same
exploration site of Jinguan site in Jianshui, both of which
have clear chronology and belong to the written documents.
Example (1) of the bamboo slips recorded that in the first
year of Emperor Xuan of the Han Dynasty (53 B.C.), a
soldier named Huzhong in Guangdi, said to his superiors that
he was going to submit a name book of family members
entering and leaving the Jinguan checkpoint. Example (1) of
the bamboo slips recorded that in the first year of Emperor
Ai of the Han Dynasty (6 B.C.), Xuan, the northern
Houzhang submitted a family exit-entry certification to the
Jinguan of Jianshui. The bamboo slips should be family exit-
entry certification submitted to Jianshui Houzhang by the
Northern Houzhang. Subordinates should report to their
superiors that the family members listed in the bamboo slips
correspond to the actual situation of entry and exit, that is,
"exit-entry laws".

@ EREEBRRLZTR  EAKE FHE 47
AF-EREE  FIhkE Fo AFwWk TLFL Fo¥
73EJT37:175

In the second year of Jianping Emperor (5 B.C.), the
family exit-entry certification is used by the Shenzhang of of
Bianchuli, Zhaowu County. His wife is 35 years old. The
youngest daughter is 4 years old. The youngest son is one
year old. There is a bullock cart and four cows at home.

WF B F+rx AF-FEEE FTLEEHTLH 5%

TXI £+= ThEm FH4= ThER SN THHR £=¥
73EJT37:755

In the second year of Jianping Emperor (5 B.C.), the
family exit-entry certification is used by the son. He is 16
years old. Zhao, one of the daughters, is 20 years old. Qing,
one of the daughters, is 20 years old. Jiao, one of the
daughters, is 20 years old. Junyang, his wife, is 23 years old.
Junlai, one of the daughters, is 8 years old. Qin, one of his
sons, is 3 years old.
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In the fourth year of Jianping Emperor (3 B.C.), there is ...
in family exit-entry certification.

73EJT37:1112

The above three cases are all from Exploration Site 37 of
Jianshui Jinguan, and all the records are the family exit-entry
certification during the period of Emperor Aidi of Han
Dynasty. In Han bamboo slips, sons and daughters are called
"children", while younger brothers and sisters are "younger
brothers” (#). In "Etiquette - Sangfu", "Fathers name their
children three months after their birth." Zheng Xuan
commented: "The word "children" () can refer to both son
and daughter.” [8] In "Mencius -Wanzhang", "Mizi's wife
and Zilu's wife are brothers. They are women, and called
brothers (#)." [9] In "Shiji -Guan Cai Shijia", Cai Hou is
angry, and married his sisters to other people.” In "Suo Yin",
"Brother refers to female brother." The bamboo slips has
different title for the female and male in the different ages.
Generally speaking, those over the 15 years old are danan
(older man) and danv (older women); those between 7 years
old and 14 years old are shinan and shinv; and those between
1 year old and 6 years old are weishinan and weishinv.
Among the three bamboo slips, danv include Zhi (35 years
old) and Zhao (20 years old); shinv include Junlai (8 years
old) and Jiao (13 years old); weishinv include Hou (4 years
old), Qing (2 years old) and Qin (3 years old); danan include
Lin (16 years old); and weishinan include Xiao (1 year old).
According to Yongtian Yingzheng's research, "the
distinction of this age group is consistent with the age
distinction of tax and oral tax at that time."

&) MY LKk EHR ZWBAPLELHFFTHAL #ZPFLFE
A REi  T3EJT37:754

In the first month of the first year of Emperor Jianping (6
B.C.), family exit-entry certification are inscribed with Lugin,
the Tuota Shangshang Suizhang, and Lu Qin's wife, Lu
Jianping, who is 19 years old, in the Bianchuli of Zhaowu
County.

(72 FoF L EEFA

In the first month of the fourth year of Jianping Emperor
(3 B.C.), there is ... in family exit-entry certification.

(8) & A M ETR A Ay Rl g K% ¥

NHEFLY RFFEARAEAF FToyOF0O F-5
73EJT37:756

73EJT37:625

In the first month of the first year of Emperor Jianping (6
B.C.), family exit-entry certification are inscribed with Chen
Jian, the Tuota Shoujiang Suizhang, and Chen Jian's wife,
Chen Ziwei, who is 44 years old, in the Anchengli of Lude
County. Yun, the little son, is 9 years old. Hu, the youngest
daughter, has unknown age, and a car at home.

(9) ZHEHZKINTE FRLMEFTEINEFHE MHA=SF
EARBH FIBAYF= ¥E&E 73EJT37:1007

In the first month of the third year of Emperor Yangshuo
(22 B.C.), family exit-entry certification are inscribed with
Sun Zhang, the Tuota Jiaonan Tingzhang, and Sun Zhang's
wife, Sun Qian, who is 25 years old, in the Shouguili of Lude
County. Zidang, the young son, is 2 years old. And his skin
is black.
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(10) BBt jf e ZIA#EF A+ SRBELARETEEIRSY JF
SR LEEERIESFY £/ BIWFEARBEABHEFTA
g skeeeee 73EJT37:1058

In the first month of the fourth year of Emperor Jianping
(3 B.C.), family exit-entry certification are inscribed with
Zhang Peng who comes from Qianjinli of Dichi Country, the
Tuota Shoujiang Suizhang, and Zhang Peng's mother, Xu
Dujun, who is 50 years old, in the Tingli of Yanping County.
Zhang Yun, one of the brothers, is 20 years old. And he is
from Dangfuli, Lude County. Lin, another brother, is 18
years old, and has two cars and four cattle.

The above five cases are all from the same exploration
site. Five of them all record the "Fu" in the period of
Emperor Aidi of the Han Dynasty. Example (10) is the third
year of Emperor Cheng of the Han Dynasty, that is, 22 B.C.
The common feature of the above five cases is that the time
is "the first month", and the style of the documents is the
same.  According to  “"History of the Han
Dynasty -Geographic Records”, Zhaowu Country and Lude
Country are all counties under the jurisdiction of Zhangye
Town. The origins of the official’s family members are all
from Zhaowu County and Lude County. Zhaowu County is
located in the southeast of Jinguan. In Example (6), the
family members of Lugin, Tuota Shashang Suizhang, must
enter and exit Jinguan when they go to Tuota Houguan.
Therefore, family member must use family exit-entry
certification when passing the checkpoint.

) ERIMEFREIRFBESH - ShEBEFKREZ T
THFAaLEFEL RBOEFEREFRATZA FIhIEEFS
73EJT37:1059

In the twelfth month of the fourth year of Yongshi period
(13 B.C.), family exit-entry certification are inscribed with
Song Juanzhi, the Tuota Tongdao Tingzhang, and Song
Juanzhi's wife, Song Daijun, who is 22 years old, in the
Changleli of Lude County. Zidang, the little son, is 9 years
old. Lian, the little daughter, is 4 years old.

122 FwWEEARERFEARAT A BOF=
ALFSFHTY 73EJT37:177

From the first month to the twelfth month the fourth year
of Emperor Jianping (3 B.C.), the family exit-entry
certification is used by the unknown man aged 2 years old.
Xinchang, the little brother, is 24 years old, and is from
Yichunli of Zhaowu County.

() FFEFEARXBEEART=AF OF+H=
TERY 73EJT37:142

From the first month to the twelfth month the fourth year
of Emperor Jianping (3 B.C.), the family exit-entry
certification is used by the unknown man aged 13 years old.
Chang is 5 years old. He has 2 horses at home.

(14 028 k00 $x30040 4=-% =
FOFEEAREHANRTAF FHldsH £ —m 73EJT37:176

From the first month to the twelfth month the fourth year
of Emperor Jianping (3 B.C.), the family exit-entry
certification is used by the Tuota Suizhang. The name and
age of his brother are unknown. Shi, the wife of the brother,
is 20 years old. She has 2 cattle and 1 car.

BAHBRT
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Example (11) occurred in the fourth year of Emperor
Chengdi of the Han Dynasty, that is, 13 B.C. The other three
bamboo slips were all built in the fourth year of the period of
Emperor Aidi of Han Dynasty, that is, 3 B.C. The four cases
mentioned above are classified into one group because of
their similar style of writing. The above examples show that
the contents of family exit-entry certification include
official's office site, position, name, date, family members'
native place, age and the cart they carry. It can be seen that
the exit-entry date is one of the elements of family exit-entry
certification.

(15) T RKBXATALZ ZRkkMFH=
BAKKE FAOkHESFZY A=k  73EJT37:761

In Lu Yong's family exit-entry certification, the Tuota
Quhe Tingzhang, who come from Yichunli of Zhaowu
Country, the family exit-entry certification is used by wife
Yang, aged 23. Qinglv, the little daughter, is 3 years old.
There is a bullock cart and two cows at home.

(1) ERZFANACELHATI SERE KT & £
RAEREIT EEANBF KT 73EJT37:1149

In August of the third year of Wufeng (55 B.C.), Xing,
Tuota Saiwei, asked his superiors to send his family
members to Lude County to do some private affairs. Instead
of using family exit-entry certification, official credentials
were used as the evidence of entry and exit.

(17) DLERAEFA B@ ‘Dt LEFAE")

£ —%

73EJG:310A

The family exit-entry certification of an official (A copy
of family exit-entry certification of an official on the B side)

Example (15) recorded the information of the wife,
daughter and cattle of Tuota Quhe Tingzhang, but did not
have the date of the family exit-entry certification. Example
(16) recorded that in the third year of Emperor Xuan of the
Han Dynasty (55 B.C.), Xing, Tuota Saiwei, asked his
superiors to send his family members to Lude Country,

Zhangye Town, Jinguan checkpoint to deal with some things.

The writing style is official. Example (17) is fragment. The
meaning of the text is not clear, but the A and B sides of the
text clearly bear the words "family exit-entry certification",
which belongs to family exit-entry certification.

According to the above bamboo slips, the officials in the
family exit-entry certifications are as follows: Shenzhang of
Tuota Zhizuo, Bianchuli of Zhaowu Country; Lu Qin, Tuota
Shashang Suizhang; Chen Jian, Tuoita Shoujiang Suizhang;
Sun Zhang, Tuota Jiaonan Tingzhang; Zhang Peng, Tuota
Houshi, Qianjinli of Dichi; Song Juanzhi, Tuota Tongdao
Tingzhang; Yu Xian, Tuota Nanbu Houshi; Wang Bing,
Tuota Shinan Tingzhang; Lu Yong, Tuota Quhe Tingzhang,
Yichunli of Zhaowu Country. No matter where the above
officials serve, they all belong to Tuota Houguan, and Tuota
Houguan is under the jurisdiction of Jianshui Duwei, while
Tuota Houguan belongs to Jianshui Jinguan, located in the
north of Jianshui. Zhaowu County or Lude County is located
in the southeast of Jinguan, and the family members of
officials must use family exit-entry certification to enter and
exit Jinguan when they go to Tuota Houguan.

Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 329

Jianshui Jinguan is a checkpoint under the jurisdiction of
Jianshui Duwei of Zhangye County in the Han Dynasty, and
it is one of the northwest border gates in the Han Dynasty.
Jianshui Jinguan in Han Dynasty was located on the East
Bank of Heihe River, 152 kilometers northeast of Jinta
County, Gansu Province, 7 Kkilometers away from
Dongdawan City. "Jinguan" means "being impregnable”. Its
geographical position is particularly important. It is an
important barrier for the Han government to resist the Huns.
It is a necessary place for people to enter Juyan area. It is
also the throat for people to enter and exit Hexi Corridor and
communicate between North and south. In such an important
Guanjin fortress, Jianshui Duweifu must check in time and in
detail the family members who enter and leave the
checkpoint. If their conditions confirm to the rules, they
could pass the checkpoint. On the contrary, they are detained
for further investigation.

I1l.  FAMILY MEMBERS OF OFFICIALS VISIT RELATIVES
BY FAMILY EXIT-ENTRY CERTIFICATION

The rank of Houguan is the same as that of the county.
The Zhici of Houguan Zhangguanhou is 600 dan, which is
the same as that of the county. "Han Shu -Bai Guan Gong
Qing Biao" contains: "County magistrates are all officials of
the Qin Dynasty, governing the county where they are
located. If more than 10,000 households are under the
jurisdiction of the county magistrate, the salary ranges from
600 to 1000 dan. If less than 10,000 households, they are
called county magistrates, and their salaries range from 500
to 300 dan.” [12] For the discussion of the size of Houguan,
Mr. Chen Mengjia believes that "Hou refers to Houzhang
and Suizhang in the Houguansai." [13] According to the
study of Japanese scholar Yongtian Yingzheng, "Houguan
are not only the living center of the public and private
economy in the border military area, but also a military
base." [14] The family members of the soldiers go to visit the
relatives in Houguan, which is the manifestation of humane
concern for the soldier in the northwest fortress by Han
government. This is conducive to defending the northwest
frontier of the motherland by securing the officers in the
northwest frontier fortress under harsh natural conditions.

IV. CONCLUSION

The family exit-entry certification in Han bamboo slips
are the "Fu" used by the family members of the soldier in the
northwest of Han Dynasty. The family members in the
family exit-entry certification contain the wife, children,
parents, brothers and other direct relatives of the soldiers; the
contents of family exit-entry certification include the place,
position, name, data, origin, age, and cattle they carry, of
which the data is the most important element of family exit-
entry certification.

No matter where the officials serve, they all belong to
Tuota Houguan, and Tuota Houguan is under the jurisdiction
of Jianshui Duwei, while Tuota Houguan belongs to Jianshui
Jinguan, located in the north of Jianshui. Zhaowu County or
Lude County is located in the southeast of Jinguan, and the
family members must use family exit-entry certification to
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enter and exit Jinguan when they go to Tuota Houguan.
Considering the importance of Jinguan, Jianshui Duweifu
needs to check the family members who exit and entry the
checkpoint in details and in time. If their conditions confirm
to the rules, they could pass the checkpoint. On the contrary,
they are detained for further investigation. The family
members could go to Houguan to visit their relatives by
family exit-entry certification. It was conducive to the
soldiers in the northwest fortress under harsh natural
conditions to secure the northwest frontier of the motherland.
It embodied the humanistic care for the officers and their
families by Han government, and was conducive to the
smooth progress of the strategy of the Han Empire's frontier
fortress.
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