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Abstract—The construction of "the Belt and Road" inevitably 
needs more foreign language talents as the necessary guarantee. 
Through building the dimensions of needs for college students of 
foreign language majors such as the scale, structure and quality 
of employment market, it shows that the shortage of foreign 
language talents in countries and regions along "the Belt and 
Road" has become a practical problem restricting the 
implementation of " the Belt and Road " initiative. Therefore, 
this paper puts forward some new solutions to further improve 
the employment quality for college students of foreign language 
major. For example, it is necessary to come up with national 
language strategy, improve the training plan for foreign language 
talent and enhance individual comprehensive foreign language 
ability. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
In response to the profound changes and impacts of the 

global situation, China put forward the joint initiative of "the 
Silk Road Economic Belt" and "21s-century Maritime Silk 
Road" (hereinafter referred to as "the Belt and Road") in 2013, 
and "the Belt and Road" was called the "third reform and 
opening up" of China[1]. "The Belt and Road" runs through the 
continents of Asia, Europe and Africa, involving more than 60 
countries and more than 100 cities. The diversity of language 
and culture has become the primary challenge for the 
promotion and implementation of the initiative. A large 
number of compound foreign language talents with 
international vision who are proficient in foreign languages, 
know foreign cultures and master certain professional 
knowledge are urgently needed. Therefore, the research on the 
labour market need and employment quality for college 
students of foreign language majors has become an important 
subject to promote the construction of "the Belt and Road". 

II. THE IMPACT OF "THE BELT AND ROAD" ON THE LABOUR 
MARKET NEED FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

MAJORS 
Keynes' employment theory holds that the development of 

emerging industries and their related industries will inevitably 
generate new demand for labour force, thus bringing huge 

employment space. [2] "The Belt and Road" initiative will 
undoubtedly bring great opportunities to the development of 
domestic industries and become an important force to promote 
the steady growth of the national economy.[3] The job demand 
for college students is associated with multiple factors such as 
national policy and economic environment. Under the 
influence of the "the Belt and Road" initiative, the job demand 
for college students of foreign language majors will be 
increasing. Certain changes will take place in the aspects of 
capacity, category and standard of job demand in order to adapt 
to the allocation of resources and economic development 
caused by "the Belt and Road" initiative. 

A. The increase of job market needs for college students of 
foreign languages 
With the rapid development of "the Belt and Road", there 

are more and more visions and opportunities for international 
cooperation with countries along "the Belt and Road". The 
Professional Report on Trade and Investment along the 
Countries and Regions of "the Belt and Road" firstly released 
by Chinese Academy of International Trade and Economic 
Cooperation in 2019 shows that in the "the Belt and Road" 
initiative, China has reached 17 free trade agreements with 25 
countries and regions by the end of 2018. And an open and 
new economic pattern with the network in free trade area as the 
framework is emerging. At the same time, the scale and 
structure of China's trade with countries along "the Belt and 
Road" have been continuously improved, and the important 
trade in goods has been developing well. In 2018, the trade 
volume between China and countries along "the Belt and 
Road" reached 1.27 trillion US dollars.[4] The huge 
international investment has stimulated the demand for foreign 
language talents, thus the labour market needs for college 
students of foreign language majors who are familiar with 
other languages, cultures and industries has correspondingly 
expanded. The degree to which the labour market needs is 
satisfied has become a fundamental problem affecting the 
smooth development of "the Belt and Road". At the same time, 
Ministry of Education has also been increasing its support in 
key high-end language training and market supply. On the one 
hand, it supports colleges and universities to set up new majors 
in non-general foreign languages and realize the full coverage 
of the official languages of countries along "the Belt and Road". 
On the other hand, it works together with Ministry of Foreign 
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Affairs, Ministry of Finance and other five ministries and 
commissions to issue the Notice on the Action Plan for 
Studying Abroad from 2015 to 2017, which explicitly proposed 
that China Scholarship Council will fund a large number of 
foreign language talents with relevant foreign language majors 
to go abroad for further study in order to accelerate the 
cultivation of foreign language talents for the construction of 
"the Belt and Road". The above measures exactly respond to 
the rapidly expanding labour market needs for college students 
of foreign language majors under the new pattern of "the Belt 
and Road". 

B. The increase of labour market needs for college students of 
foreign language majors in category 
The connectivity proposed in "the Belt and Road" is about 

people-to-people connectivity, which cannot be realized 
without the connectivity of language. In addition to the official 
languages certified by the United Nations, such as English, 
French, Russian, Spanish and Arabic, the official languages of 
countries and regions along the "the Belt and Road" include 
Persian, Turkish, Bengali and other minor languages. From the 
perspective of the development of foreign language education 
in China, almost all universities and colleges offer English 
major, and the cultivation of English talents plays an important 
role in foreign language education. However, labour market 
needs for college students of English major has tended to be 
saturated. Since 2006, English major has been in the ranks of 
majors with low employment rate in Max's employment report. 
In addition, there is a serious shortage of talents in minority 
languages in China. There are 53 official languages in 
countries along the "the Belt and Road". However, when the 
"the Belt and Road" initiative was put forward in 2003, only 20 
languages were covered in the enrollment of foreign language 
majors in Chinese colleges and universities.[5] The job market 
for foreign language students has changed from a situation 
dominated by general language talents to one dominated by 
talents with minority languages under the new normal. With 
the increase of cooperation among countries along "the Belt 
and Road" and the coverage of minority languages of "Silk 
Road" is expanding, the labour market needs for foreign 
language students will increase correspondingly. 

C. The improvement of standards of labour market needs for 
college students of foreign language majors 
The industries involving in the construction of "the Belt and 

Road" include "transportation and aviation", "infrastructure 

industry chain", "energy construction", "commerce culture" 
and "information industry" [6]. Each industry involves 
different fields, thus the demand for foreign language talents 
varies from industry to industry, but all of them remain at a 
high level of demand. It is difficult for traditional pure 
language talents to adapt to the language communication in 
specific professional fields. Therefore, such compound talents 
with good command of foreign language and professional 
background are undoubtedly the best foreign language talents 
in the "Silk Road", which will inevitably raise the threshold of 
demand for college students of foreign language majors in the 
job market and thus raise the demand standard accordingly. 
Taking the demand standard for foreign language talents in 
foreign affairs industry in the building of "the Belt and Road" 
as an example, in addition to basic language skills, this industry 
also requires foreign language talents to have firm political 
belief, professional quality, good cross-cultural knowledge and 
certain professional background.[7] It can be seen that the 
compound talents with good command of foreign languages 
will become the normal demand standard for college students 
of foreign language majors in the job market in the 
construction of "the Belt and Road". 

III. THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEED DIMENSION OF JOB DEMAND 
FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE MAJORS 

UNDER THE INITIATIVE OF "THE BELT AND ROAD"  

A. Analysis framework of labour market need for college 
students of foreign language majors 
The labour market demand for college students involves the 

whole and the partial demand, the quantity demand and the 
quality demand and so on, which is the concept for integrity 
and wholeness.[8] Its main demand contradiction concentrates 
on quantity, specialty and ability [9]. "The Belt and Road" 
initiative not only promotes new opportunities for economic 
and social development, but also brings great fluctuations to 
the job market demand for college students of foreign language 
majors. The three basic dimensions of the job demand for 
college students of foreign language majors can be constructed 
from the macro, the medium and the micro level, which are the 
scale demand, the structure demand and the quality demand 
respectively. The above three demand dimensions are 
surrounded with each other and progressive layer by layer, 
forming an onion-like structure, as shown in the figure. 
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Fig. 1. Analysis framework of labour market demand for college students of foreign language majors 

B. Interpretation on the contents of the dimensions of job 
demand for college students of foreign language majors. 
1. In the aspect of macro level, that is the scale level. The 

demand for talents will be stimulated constantly under the 
background of open economy [10]."The Belt and Road" 
initiative aims to build a new system of China's open economy, 
which will continue to have a profound impact on the 
economic environment and economic layout. The scale of the 
job demand for foreign language students will also change. It is 
manifested in the three statistical indicators of total amount, 
proportion and growth demand, which complement each other 
and jointly illustrate the breadth of the scale of the labour 
market demand for foreign language students. 

2. In the aspect of medium level, that is structural level. 
Industrial structure is closely related to job demand. "The Belt 
and Road" initiative emphasizes the formation of an all-round 
political, economic and cultural opening-up pattern, which will 
have a major driving force for the upgrading and adjustment of 
the domestic industrial structure and will put forward 
diversified requirements for the structural demand of college 
students of foreign language majors in the job market. On the 
one hand, the international development of various industries 
needs the support of foreign language talents, which is 
reflected in the change of job demand for different college 
students of foreign language majors. On the other hand, the 
external expansion of the industry will have a certain impact on 
the post setting of foreign language talents, which is reflected 
in the change of job structure in the job market. At the same 
time, the application and innovation of advanced technology in 
the process of internationalization in various industries have 
changed the level of demand, which is reflected in the change 
of the job demand for different level of college students of 
foreign language majors. 

3. In the aspect of micro level, that is the quality level. "The 
Belt and Road" construction is a new round of development 
strategy of opening-up to the outside world based on the great 
achievements of China's reform and opening up, which 

involves in many industries and elements, many countries and 
regions and sets specific standard on the knowledge, ability and 
idea of foreign language talents which is reflected in the quality 
requirements in job market including character, knowledge, 
ability, values and other factors.[11] With the expansion and 
implementation of "the Belt and Road" initiative, the market 
demand for foreign language talents continues to expand, and 
the quality requirements are also improved, which means that 
college students of foreign language majors will face more 
serious post competence challenges in the job market. 

IV. ANALYSIS OF THE PATH FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
EMPLOYMENT QUALITY FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS OF FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE MAJORS UNDER "THE BELT  AND ROAD" 
INITIATIVE 

A. At the national level: speeding up the design for cultivation 
of the high quality foreign language talents 
Under the vision of "the Belt and Road", China's economic 

development is also faced with the problem of language 
communication. The employment market of college students of 
foreign language majors shows an expanding trend in terms of 
scale demand, especially increasing the demand for talents in 
minority languages, international positions and foreign 
language talents with high-level education background. 
However, there is a shortage of relevant language talents in the 
supply end. At present, the demand expectation does not match 
with the actual employment. In response to the actual 
connectivity between the demand for foreign language talents 
and their cultivation caused by the implementation of "the Belt 
and Road" initiative, our country should take it into a thorough 
consideration in the long term from the perspective of 
macroscopic level, speed up the design for the cultivation of 
high quality foreign language talents, which is also a sound 
coordination and balance among market demand, students 
development and the law of disciplines.[12] Specifically, we 
may refer to the practice of western developed countries. They 
launch national language strategy, bringing the foreign 
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language talents cultivation and reserves into national strategic 
level, researching and evaluating their cultivation nationwide 
and the situation of market demand in a top-to-bottom manner, 
and mastering all kinds of information on the distribution, 
recruitment, training and employment of foreign language 
talents. Thus, according to the real demand, it should 
implement the corresponding special construction for foreign 
language learners and make a further clear of and coordinate 
key issues such as market positioning, major distribution, 
recruitment policy and training mechanism in the hope of 
making breakthrough in the demand for language talents under 
the initiative of "the Belt and Road" from the national 
macroscopic level, thus providing policy support for the 
employment quality of college students of foreign language 
majors.  

B. At the institutions of high learning level: improving the 
plan of cultivation for foreign language talents in a 
reasonable way. 
It is required to match the cultivation of talents in 

institutions of high learning with job demand in quantity, 
structure and quality, which is the important premise to 
promote educational reform in higher learning and boost 
economic and social development. [13] In the process of 
implementation of "the Belt and Road" initiative, the 
weaknesses are exposed in job market for college students of 
foreign language majors. For example, the cultivation mode is 
inconsistent with the actual need of employers, which leads to 
the structural shortcoming in relevant language talents. In order 
to meet the urgent need of national strategic development for 
relevant language talents, institutions of high learning should 
actively seize the opportunity to cultivate foreign language 
talents and reasonably improve its training plan. On the one 
hand, colleges should make efforts to meet the relevant entry 
threshold and qualification standards in the application for the 
opening of new language majors based on the objective 
conditions and practical needs, so as to lay a solid foundation 
for the talent cultivation of non-general minority languages; On 
the other hand, according to the original language majors, 
colleges should consciously combine with market demand to 
redefine the orientation of cultivation for foreign language 
talents and consider the applicability of inter-disciplinary talent 
training mode such as the mode of "general language and other 
majors" "general language plus non-general language" 
"multilingual and other majors", thus constantly promoting 
their employment quality. 

C. At individual level: making effort to strengthen personal 
employment ability. 
There is a positive correlation between college students' 

employability and employment quality, and individual 
employability will continue to affect their employment 
quality.[14] High-level foreign language talents with solid 
language skills, familiar with the background culture of the 
target country, professional knowledge of international trade 
and law, and strong comprehensive quality are the key talents 
who can really pave the way for the language communication 
of "the Belt and Road" initiative. The first is to establish 
compound and international development direction. College 

students of foreign language majors should pay close attention 
to the general trend of national development, understand the 
dynamic demand of "the Belt and Road" initiative for language 
talents and its impact on the employment prospects for foreign 
language majors and set up the compound international 
development direction. The second is to develop professional 
interests outside the language. The construction of "the Belt 
and Road" involves international trade and investment, cross-
border e-commerce, foreign contracting projects and other 
international cooperation. Thus there is a huge demand for 
translators with relevant professional knowledge in trade, 
finance, law and other fields. Therefore, in addition to 
mastering the professional skills of languages, they should also 
accumulate other professional knowledge through double 
degrees, double majors or minor courses. The third is to 
improve comprehensive quality and capacity in an all-round 
way. Investment layout, custom differences among countries 
and cross-cultural communication under the "the Belt and 
Road" initiative will pose more severe challenge to the real 
cooperation, which requires college students of foreign 
language majors to improve their abilities in expression, 
communication and coordination and problem-solving in an 
all-round manner, and constantly enhance their employment 
ability, thus further improving the employment quality. 

V. CONCLUSION 
Foreign language talents are the necessary conditions for 

the smooth implementation of "the Belt and Road" initiative. 
With the continuous improvement of cooperative scale and 
quality of "the Belt and Road", the employment market of 
foreign language talents has undergone corresponding changes 
in the scale demand, structure demand, quality demand and 
other aspects. And there are certain contradictions between the 
demand expectation and the actual employment. In order to 
further improve the employment quality and level of college 
students of foreign language majors, it is necessary to make 
joint efforts from the level of nation, institutions of high 
learning and individuals to strengthen top-level design and 
launch the national language strategy, make up for the 
shortcomings of education, improve the training plan for 
foreign language talents, clarify the direction of development 
and enhance the individual comprehensive foreign language 
ability. Meanwhile, the continuous improvement of 
employment quality of foreign language talents will further 
boost the construction of "the Belt and Road" to achieve 
greater results. 
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