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90 Abstracts
were assessed by Echo-Doppler. Early and late diastolic mitral annulus
longitudinal velocities (E’ and A’) were assessed by tissue velocity imaging.
AS was estimated by carotid-femoral pulse wave velocity (PWV).
Results: compared to controls, patients had higher (p<0.05-0.001) PWV (9.4�2
vs 8.0�1 m/s) and lower transmitral E/A ratio (1.2�0.5 vs 1.4�0.4, p<0.01); no
significant differences were found for LV midwall shortening (116�13 and
119�13 %), and EF (67�6 and 69�5 %). In the overall population, transmitral E/A
correlated inversely (p< 0.01) with age (rZ-0.60), SBP (rZ-0.37), DBP (rZ-
0.50), LVMI (rZ-0.43), and PWV (rZ-0.51). In multivariate analysis, PWV
remained independent predictor of E/A, together with age, SBP and DBP
(adjusted R2 0.43, p< 0.05). E’/A’ showed a similar correlation pattern as E/A.
Conclusion: in subjects free of CV disease and with preserved LV systolic
function, AS affects LV diastolic filling and longitudinal myocardial velocities
independently of age, LVM and BP.
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Hypoxic pulmonary hypertension (HPH) leads to large pulmonary artery (PA)
stiffening, which affects right ventricular afterload. We hypothesized that
vascular collagen accumulation is the major cause of large PA stiffening in HPH.
The hypothesis was tested with transgenic mice that synthesize collagen type I
resistant to collagenase degradation (Col1a1R/R) and wild-type controls. Animals
were exposed to hypoxia for 10 days and then allowed to recover. Main PAs were
harvested for mechanical and biochemical tests. Effects of smooth muscle cells
(SMCs) were examined using the vasoactive agents U46619 and Y27632. Pres-
sure-diameter testing showed that left PAs of both Col1a1R/R and wild-type
mice stiffened with hypoxia (p<0.01). Measurementof hydroxyproline biochemi-
cally confirmed that PA collagen content increased as well (p<0.01). After
recovery, wild-type PAs were less stiff (p<0.01),whereas Col1a1R/R PAs remained
stiffened; biochemically, collagen content tended to decrease in both strains
although less so in the Col1a1R/R. Interestingly, after hypoxia, Col1a1R/R PAs
were less stiffened than those of wild-type mice. We speculate that differences
in mean PA pressure during the 10 days of hypoxia between strains are respon-
sible. Consistent with our hypothesis, Col1a1R/R PAs also accumulated less
collagen in response to hypoxia than wild-type mice. In the recovery group, stiff-
ness and collagen content were comparable between strains. Quantitation for
elastin showed no significant differences between groups. No significant differ-
ences between exposures and strains were observed in the mechanical effects
of SMCs. The correlation between mechanical and biological properties suggests
that collagen accumulation is critical to HPH-induced PA stiffening.
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Objective: Carotid e femoral aortic stiffness (PWV) and pressure wave
reflections (AI), both markers of cardiovascular mortality, are considered to
increase in parallel. A disassociation between PWV and AI has been
described. In a cohort (PROTEGER study) of old population (85.4�0.5) has
been previously observed that neither PWV nor AI, were predictors of
mortality. The aim of the present analysis was to investigate the association
between PWV and AI as well as their combined effect on mortality.
Methods: Pulse wave analysis was applied in 259 subjects for the assessment
of PWV and AI. The population was divided and analyzed according to
tertiles of PWV and AI.
Results: Eighty-seven subjects died during the follow up (2 years). No association
was foundbetweenPWVandAI.ThesubjectswithcombinedhighPWV(3rd tertile)
and high AI (2nd and 3rd tertiles) [group a] had significantly higher mortality
compared to the rest of the population [group b] (27/56: 48.6% vs 61/203:
30.1%, p<0.05, Kaplan Mayer log-rank pZ0.003). No significant differences
were found between group a and b regarding cardiovascular (CV) risk factors.
Cox regression analysis showed that group a had higher mortality independently
from age, gender, cardiovascular (CV) history and classical CV risk factors.
Conclusion: PWV and AI were not independent predictors of mortality.
However, those subjects with combined increase of PWV and AI have higher
mortality suggesting that: (i) the effect of PWV is more prominent in the
presence of increased AI and (ii) that the disassociation between PWV and AI
may be related to reduced mortality.
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PULSE WAVEFORM CHARACTERISTICS OR CENTRAL PRESSURE INDICES

TO PREDICT ADVERSE CARDIOVASCULAR OUTCOMES IN CORONARY

PATIENTS
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1 Klinikum Wels-Grieskirchen, Wels, Austria
2 St Vincent́s Clinic, Sydney, Australia

Background: Pulse waveform characteristics (Augmentation Index e AIx,
Pressure Augmentation e AP, Pulse wave transit time e Tr) as well as central
pressure indices (aortic pulse pressure e aoPP, pulse pressure amplification e

PPAmp, pulsatility e aortic PP/mean blood pressure) have been shown to predict
cardiovascular events. We aimed to determine their relative predictive value.
Methods: We prospectively assessed AIx, AIx@75, AP, Tr as well as aoPP,
PPAmp and pulsatility, using radial applanation tonometry and a validated
transfer function, in 520 male patients undergoing coronary angiography.
Primary endpoint was a composite of all cause mortality, myocardial infarc-
tion, stroke, cardiac, cerebrovascular and peripheral revascularization.
Statistics used were Cox proportional hazards regression models.
Results: Mean age was 63 years, 66.7% were hypertensives, 79.2% had CAD.
During a follow up of 49.4 months, 170 patients reached the primary
endpoint.
All pressure waveform characteristics and central pressure indices predicted
the primary endpoint: When divided into tertiles according to the various
indices, patients in the first tertile had an unadjusted HR for the combined
endpoint of 0.477 (0.328-0.727) for AIx, 0.492 (0.339-0.744) for AIx@75, 0.468
(0.314-0.698) for AP, 0.435 (0.302-0.647) for Tr, 0.468 (0.331-0.685) for aoPP,
0.586 (0.406-0.858) for PPAmp, and 0.585 (0.407-0.839) for pulsatility, when
compared to patients in the third tertile. However, after adjustment for age,
extent of coronary disease, and brachial blood pressures, only AIx, AIx@75,
and Tr remained significant predictors of the combined endpoint.
Conclusion: In male patients undergoing coronary angiography, pulse
waveform characteristics, but not central pressure indices, consistently
and independently predict cardiovascular events.
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Background: It has been proposed that blood flow in coronary arteries is
augmented by waves travelling-back from the distal aorta. However, these
waves have never been identified. We used wave intensity analysis to time
and quantify reflected waves travelling from the proximal aorta into
coronary arteries, and assess their contribution to changes in coronary
blood flow with ageing and hypertension.
Method and Results: In 19 subjects (age 35-73 years) sensor-tipped intra-
arterial wires were used to measure pressure and Doppler velocity in the
coronary arteries and at proximal aortic root. Separated wave intensity
analysis was used to identify and quantify incident and reflected waves. The
reflected wave in the proximal aorta occurred in systole in all subjects
(159�12ms after the ECG-R-wave) and could be seen later in the coronary
arteries: left main stem (186.8�10.7 ms), circumflex (188.8�7.4 ms) and left
anterior descending (194.4�7.7 ms). In the coronary arteries the mean
reflected wave represented 20.3�2.1% of the incident wave magnitude, and
elicited a 38.9�8.4% instantaneous increase in systolic coronary blood flow
velocity (0.2 to 0.28m/s, p<0.002). This augmentation was seen to increase
with increasing age (rZ0.51, p<0.03), probably
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