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Abstract: Father not only helps breadwinners, but fathers are also able to care for and care 

for their children as mothers do. This has been proven by science that father involvement 

has an important role to be involved in the care and care of children physically and 

psychologically especially in the process of children's education. The purpose of this study 

is to find out the extent to which a father's involvement follows the development of children 

in school. This study uses ex post facto research method with causal design comparative 

research using questionnaires as a technique of collecting data and processed by data 

analysis of one sample t-test. From these results it can be concluded that the level of 

influence of father involvement on early childhood education is at the highest 70% than 

expected. From the above statement it can be concluded that the involvement of fathers 

influences the educational process of children in school, therefore the researcher 

recommends to the school to involve fathers in school activities so that the relationship 

between father and child is well established 
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INTRODUCTION 

At present, the role of fathers in the care of early childhood is increasingly being paid less 

attention, because in the 20th and 21st centuries the role of fathers is increasingly less attention. 

At this time, a father's role is only as a family supplement (Cabrera, Tamis-LeMonda, Bradley, 

Hofferth, & E lamb, 2000). Based on the results of research conducted by Arnold & Wall 

(2007), the role of fathers is largely forgotten because the media tells too much about the role of 

mothers when caring for and caring for children compared to telling father involvement, even 

though the father has time for children but some articles only explain the role of father is as a 

breadwinner so he does not have time to participate in caring for and caring for children. 

When fathers are involved in caring for and caring for children, they indirectly provide 

opportunities for mothers and other families to rest (Hobson, & Noyes, 2011). The experience 

given by the father and mother to the child will help the child to go through the stages of 

development at the beginning of the first year of life including the structure and function of the 

brain towards cognitive, language and emotional development (Belsky, & De Haan, 2011). 

Based on the explanation above, the role of father and mother's role is very much needed by 

children, not only children need the role of mother in caring and nurturing, but father's role is 

needed to explain that a father has a role as disciplinary and is able to introduce outsiders 

through playing with father (Chae & Lee, 2011; Dumont & Paquette, 2012). 

Influence on aspects of early childhood development, one of which is a school institution for 

early childhood, better known as pre-school or early childhood education. Based on Law No.20 

of 2003, Early Childhood Education (PAUD) is an effort to provide guidance to children from 

birth to age six years through the provision of educational stimuli to help growth and physical 

and spiritual development so that children have readiness in continuing further education. 

In addition to parents, the surrounding environment has an In optimizing the development of 

early childhood, the association of children's education is not only families but children will be 
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introduced to a wider educational environment, one of which is school. According to Syaripudin 

and Kurniasih (2012) schools are formal educational institutions that develop learning activities 

carried out by special officers by arranging in a planned manner the prescribed values and 

norms for achieving educational goals. In school institutions, there are three components of the 

school that is very much needed in learning activities, namely students, teachers, and 

curriculum. 

One component that will be discussed in this study is school teachers, especially schools for 

early childhood or Early Childhood Education (PAUD). Educators or teachers are adults who 

are responsible for the education of students and intentionally help students achieve maturity 

(Syaripudin & Kurniasih, 2012, p. 68). Based on the above statement PAUD educators have an 

important role in developing early childhood development, so that educators are able to manage 

learning activities ranging from planning, implementing and assessing the learning process of 

children, especially planning parenting programs especially for fathers to be involved in caring 

for and caring for children. 

The results of previous studies indicate that father involvement has a significant role. This is 

consistent with the results of research conducted by Septiani and Nasution (2017) on the 

involvement of fathers in care for the development of children's moral intelligence which shows 

that there is a relationship between the role of father involvement and early childhood moral 

intelligence. In addition, the involvement of fathers who take part in caring for and caring for 

children tends to have positive personalities such as being ready to compete in the current era of 

globalization, having confidence in the abilities they have and being able to take risks and be 

responsible for all the risks they take (Cabrera, Tamis-LeMond, Bradley, Hofferth, & E lamb, 

2000). 

According to Lamb, Pleck, Chernov & Levine, 1987; Mariglio, et al., 200 (in Andrew, 

Luckey, Bolden, Whiting-Fickling & Lind, 2015; Nai'mah & Herdian, 2017) there are three 

dimensions of father involvement in the field and caring for children including engagement, 

which is the time father gives to children through direct interaction between the father and the 

child, accessibility to the presence and willingness of the father physically and psychologically 

to the child and responsibility, namely the responsibility of the father in the care and guarantee 

of child welfare. 

Based on this background, it shows that father involvement in early childhood education 

needs to be considered by the school institution, especially the teacher because the teacher will 

assess the attitudes and behavior of the child during teaching and learning activities. Therefore, 

the question that can be asked in this study is whether there is an influence of father 

involvement in early childhood education ?. The specific questions in this study are what is the 

influence of father's accessibility on early childhood education? 

Therefore, the purpose of this study is to determine the extent of father's involvement in 

early childhood education, so that the results obtained can be informed back to parents, schools, 

communities, and policymakers about the involvement of fathers in early childhood education 

to be considered in the concept of early childhood education. 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This study uses quantitative research methods with the type of research method is ex post 

facto, because researchers want to know a phenomenon that has occurred, so the cause of the 

phenomena can be explained. Ex post facto research is a study in which the independent 

variable has occurred when researchers began to observe the dependent variable because of the 
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development of an event naturally, so that the variables are seen as they are without the 

treatment given to the group (Sukardi, 2013; Nasir, 1999; Furchan, 2002). Researchers in ex 

post facto research do not provide treatment or manipulation to groups so that changes in 

research variables have occurred (Sudharma, 2013). In this study, researchers used a causal-

comparative research approach (comparative causal research) because researchers identified the 

effect of one variable on other variables to look for possible causal variables (Widarto, 2013). 

In this study, the phenomenon that will be seen is the involvement of fathers in caring for 

young children in terms of teacher perceptions, so that the research variable consists of a father's 

involvement in caring for early childhood as the dependent variable and teacher perceptions as 

independent variables. The sample in this study were the teachers in the Cendrawasih integrated 

Gugu of Cimahi Tengah Subdistrict, Cimahi City with a total sample of 15. Data were obtained 

from instruments that were tested beforehand, after being declared valid, the instruments were 

changed to questionnaires with several statements of nine. Analysis of the data used in SPSS. 20 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Results 

The data obtained is then processed to determine the extent of teachers' perceptions of the 

involvement of fathers in caring for early childhood through the SPSS version 20.0 application. 

The data was analyzed through testing data normality, homogeneity, and hypothesis testing 

through the SPSS version 20 application. 

Table 1. Tests of Normality 

 Kolmogorov-Smirnov
a
 Shapiro-Wilk 

Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig. 

persepsi_guru .141 15 .200
*
 .949 15 .503 

 

Based on table 1, the results of the normality test show that the data is normal because of the 

sig value. in the Kolmogorov, Smirnov table shows the result of 0.200, due to the sig value. 

0.200> 0.05 then the data is normally distributed. After testing the data normality, the next step 

is testing homogeneity. Based on the results of the research data, because the data does not have 

a comparison because the samples taken are one group. 

The data obtained shows that the data are normally distributed so that to find out teacher 

perceptions of the involvement of fathers in caring for children will be tested using the one-

sample t-test because the variables compared are one variable. 

Table 2. One-Sample Test 

Test Value = 0 

T df Sig. (2-tailed) Mean 

Difference 

95% Confidence Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

18.671 14 .000 15.933 14.10 17.76 

 

Based on the results of the one-sample t-test the kana shows the result that the t value is 

18,671 To find out the average teacher's perception of the involvement of fathers in caring for 

young children in the integrated paradise group, then the t-test needs to be compared with the t 

table value according to the number of samples taken, so that the calculated t value is 18,671 
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and the t value of 1.761 obtained the results that the value of t arithmetic 18,761> 1,761 for the 

value of t arithmetic, then Ho is rejected. Therefore it is found that the level of father 

involvement in early childhood education is at the highest 70% than expected. From the above 

statement, it can be concluded that the involvement of fathers influences the educational process 

of children in school, therefore the researcher recommends to the school to involve fathers in 

school activities so that the relationship between father and child is well established. 

Discussion 

At present in the field of education, parents and families have important contributions to be 

considered such as educators, students, and administration to be involved in the process of 

learning and teaching activities, but there are some parents who are hesitant to get involved in 

early childhood education, one of them is a father. Based on research conducted by Green & 

Cooper and McBride at al (in Tadi, 2018) states that fathers seem hesitant to get involved in 

early childhood education so that fathers lag behind information compared to mothers related to 

child development in school. This is consistent with the results of the research obtained, which 

is that father involvement does not affect the process of early childhood education.  

However, at present, research related to the involvement of fathers with early childhood has 

been carried out. One of them is a study conducted by Hobson & Noyes (2011) which states that 

fathers who are involved in childcare and care from an early age have a positive attitude towards 

father. This study explains that when fathers are involved in caring for and caring for children 

early, the father has an emotional bond with the child so that when the child is happy, the father 

will be happy. 

Also, father involvement has an impact on aspects of early childhood development. In the 

content of the early childhood education curriculum, there are six development programs 

developed including aspects of the development of religious and moral values, physical motor, 

cognitive, language, social-emotional and art (Permendikbud, 2014). Based on these statements 

the involvement of fathers in caring for and caring for children early on is able to develop 

almost all aspects of child development, this is in line with research conducted by Cabrera, 

Shannon & LeMonde (2010) which states that father's relationship with early childhood has a 

significant influence on cognitive, language and social-emotional development. Based on 

previous research, it can be concluded that father involvement has an impact on aspects of early 

childhood development, where the developmental aspects developed by the teacher have the 

same goals as those taught by the father, therefore it can be concluded that school institutions, 

especially teachers, have a direct relationship with children. provide experience in solving the 

problems it faces so that teachers and parents especially fathers need to be involved in the 

process of teaching and learning activities. 

As for the things that need to be considered by practitioners, one of them is early childhood 

teachers who cover five dimensions of practitioner audibility that are interrelated, among others: 

1. making good communication, comfortable for students, 2. teaching-learning to children to 

improve development and learning, 3. building a curriculum approach, 4. assessing children's 

development and learning, 5. determining reciprocal relationships with parents or family 

(Phajane, 2014). Based on this statement, early childhood education teachers need to have 

cooperation with parents, especially fathers, in developing aspects of early childhood 

development. One form of collaboration that teachers can do is communicating development 

programs that fathers can do in stimulating aspects of child development, because father 

involvement has a positive impact on academic achievement in schools that is the focus and 
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purpose of school learning (Phajane, 2014; Aviles, Aderson & Davila, 2006; Barrett & Pahl, 

2007; Foster, Young & Young, 2017). 

According to Mulyasa (2013), teachers have an important role in children including (1) 

Teachers as instructors, meaning that teachers help students learn new things, form 

competencies, and master the standard material learned. However, with the development of 

technology, teachers now have a role as facilitators who provide learning convenience for 

students; (2) The teacher as a coach, meaning that the teacher is able to train students to form 

basic competencies according to the potential of each student; (3) The teacher is an advisor, 

meaning that the teacher should have special skills related to the psychology of students, both 

personality, mental and mental health, for example, teachers can help and understand children 

who have learning difficulties, so that children get the right solution to the problem; (4) The 

teacher is a model and role model, meaning that the teacher should have a good person who is 

able to be an example for students and even those in the surrounding environment. Based on the 

statement above, it can be concluded that the absence of fathers in caring for and caring for 

children will affect children's development, such as decreasing the social abilities of girls and 

boys where the child withdraws from his environment (Chae & Lee, 2011). This will have an 

impact on the role of the teacher in the process of teaching and learning activities because the 

teacher will plan to learn for children who lack the aspects of development so that stimulation is 

needed so that aspects of these developments can be improved. 

CONCLUSION 

The teacher has an important role in teaching and developing various aspects of early 

childhood development, so it is necessary to know the extent of the teacher's perception of the 

involvement of fathers in early childhood education. When children are confronted with a 

problem, teachers and parents, especially fathers, can communicate to solve the problem, 

because the environment that children will recognize after the family is a school institution, one 

of which is the teacher. Based on the results of this study it was found that father involvement 

has a significant influence on early childhood education based on teacher perceptions, so 

teachers need to be informed of the importance of father involvement in early childhood 

education, because father involvement in early childhood education will have an impact on 

academic achievement in schools that are the focus and purpose of the teacher in the process of 

teaching and learning activities, so that in practice the teacher can plan special programs 

between father and son so that fathers know about the growth and development of children. 
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