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Abstract: This study aims to examine the direct effect of 

the curriculum on learning motivation and the direct 

influence of the curriculum on student learning achievement 

and examine the indirect influence (mediation) of the 

curriculum on student learning achievement through 

motivation to study.This research was carried out in the city 

of Banda Aceh, with the research method used namely the 

survey method while the research approach was mixed (mix 

method). The population is all public junior high school 

students in Banda Aceh as many as 9,640, the sample is 385 

students selected using the Slovin formula. The techniques of 

collecting data used observation, documents and 

questionnaires.Data analysis techniques used Structural 

Equation Modeling (SEM) with Amost version 21 and Sobel 

Test to test indirect effects (mediation). The results of the 

analysis show that: (1) There is a direct influence of the 

curriculum on student learning motivation with 

Standardized Loading Estimate of 0.3. (2 )There is a negative 

direct effect of the curriculum on student achievement with 

Standardized Loading Estimates -0.33.(3) There is an 

indirect effect of the curriculum on student learning 

achievement through student learning motivation with 

Indirect Effect Estimate 0.19. 

Keywords: curriculum, motivation, achievement, Social 

Sciences Subject, Banda Aceh, junior high school 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Education is the most important factor in improving 

the quality of human resources. The better quality of 

education of a country, the more advanced the country is. 

Thus, developed countries such as The United Kingdom 

still places education as a top priority in the development 

of their country [22]. The learning process is fully directed 

at the development of the three domains, namely 

(coognitive, affective, psychomotor), all three domains are 

required in full, meaning that the development of one 

domain cannot be separated from the other domains. In 

planning this learning process there are several aspects that 

need to be considered, namely: learning design, learning  

 

implementation plan, and assessment of learning outcomes 

and processes [14]. 

The curriculum is a tool that will determine the 

purpose of education, the success or failure of education 

depends on the curriculum used [6]. The curriculum is the 

most important reference in the teaching and learning 

process, with the curriculum expected to increase the 

progress of motivation and student achievement in 

school.But the curriculum is too dense, above the ability of 

students, and not in accordance with the interests and 

talents of students. Those are also signs of a poor 

curriculum. Likewise, the ever-changing curriculum will be 

difficult to implement by the school community, especially 

the teachers in the teaching and learning process. Like the 

2013curriculum, it is good for ideas, but because it is 

directly applied without being tested beforehand, it causes 

a lot of problems. So many schools refuse to run it. Thus, 

the Ministry of Education and Culture in December 2014 

postponed its implementation nationally [8]. 

Subsequently, revisions were made, then what 

applies now is the revised edition of the 2013 curriculum. 

This is in accordance with the results of a study conducted 

[27] in Paluthat the ability of teachers to implement the 

2013 curriculum is still lacking. This is due to the role of 

the principal, teacher creativity, student activities, 

socialization, learning facilities and resources, and an 

inadequate environment. Likewise, the results of research 

conducted [26] in Banda Aceh, the obstacles faced by 

teachers in the implementation of the revised edition of the 

2013 curriculum are teachers who are still less able to 

prepare lesson plans, inadequate learning resources 

(books), the existence of important material omitted, 

students are still passive, and lack of training to teachers. 

Besides the curriculum, motivation factors also 

greatly affect a student's learning achievement. Although 

the applicable curriculum is suitable with the abilities, 

interests and talents and not burdened with material that is 
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not so important for students, but without high motivation 

both internal motivation and external motivation, it will 

be difficult to get good learning achievements [5]. Based 

on those phenomena, the researcher considers that this 

research needs to be carried out with the title: "The 

Influence of Curriculum on Motivation and Its Impact on 

Student Achievement in Social Sciences Subjects in State 

Junior High Schools in Banda Aceh". 

II. THEORETICAL REVIEW

Every activity carried out by humans will get 

results. Likewise with learning activities will certainly get 

results in the form of learning achievements. Learning is 

a process that will produce changes in attitudes, 

knowledge and skills. [21] states that; behavior change is 

the learning process itself. While learning achievement is 

a perfection achieved by a student in thinking, feeling and 

performing. Learning achievement is stated perfect if it 

fulfills three aspects, namely, cognitive, affective and 

psychomotor [12]. 

According to [20] "learning achievement is a result 

that shows where the level of ability and success of 

students in achieving learning goals are". Learning 

achievement is also influenced by several factors, in 

general there are two, namely internal factors consisting 

of physical condition, intelligence, attitudes, interests, 
talents and motivations while external factors include 

social environment, natural environment, instrumental 

factors (teachers, facilities and infrastructure, curriculum) 

[24]. 

Based on some previous definitions, it can be 

concluded that learning achievement is mastery of 

knowledge, skills and changes in a person's attitude after 

the activities or teaching and learning processes at school. 

Usually the learning achievement is only known after the 

teacher tests. Learning achievement is also influenced by 

several factors, one of the important factors is motivation. 

Motivation in the learning process is very necessary, 

because motivation is an encouragement and desire in 

learning. According to [24], learning motivation can be 

divided into two, namely intrinsic motivation and extrinsic 

motivation. Intrinsic motivation comes from within the 

student itself, so it can move and direct itself in behaving. 

The example is an encouragement for a high achievement. 

While extrinsic motivation is motivation that comes from 

outside the individual and can arouse individuals to move 

so that they can achieve the desired goals. 

Furthermore [23] states that, "Motivation is a 

direction and perseverance of students to achieve goals. 

The main goal of a student is to achieve high learning 

outcomes so that they are called successful. Thus 

motivation can arise from within the student itself such as 

the existence of a need or desire to succeed [11], as well as 

encouragement obtained from outside such as the 

existence of coercion, punishment and gifts which are 

given if the student is a high achiever student. In addition 

to motivating curriculum factors also greatly affect a 

student's learning achievement. 

A curriculum that is too high, not in accordance with 

the abilities, interests and talents of students will also have 

a bad impact on achievement. The curriculum is a number 

of subjects in school or courses in college that must be 

taken to achieve graduation or obtain a diploma [27]. 

According to [16] there are two dimensions of the 

curriculum, one namely plans and arrangements regarding 

objectives, content and learning material, two namely the 

ways used for learning activities are made fun, challenging, 

interactive, inspirational and can motivate students to be 

active in class [19] The current curriculum is the 2013 

revised curriculum. The revision includes increasing 

coherence, simplifying the assessment process, direct and 

indirect learning processes [9]. The revised edition of the 

2013 curriculum came into effect in June 2016 [17]. 

III. RESEARCH METHOD

This research is associative or correlational that aims 

to determine the relationship between two or more 

variables [15]. Data was collected by distributing guided 

questionnaires to students and in collaboration with social 

studies teachers in all public junior high schools throughout 

the city of Banda Aceh. Questionnaires may not be taken 

home so that all can be returned. Before being distributed 

to the respondents the questionnaire was tested for validity 

and reliability. Data is obtained from respondents as 

samples taken from the population. The population in this 

study were all students of Banda Aceh Junior High School. 

Sampling is done using the Slovin formula, from the 

calculation results, it is obtained that there are 385 students 

consisting of 19 Public Junior high Schools in Banda Aceh 

as the sample. The data analysis technique of this study 

uses SEM (Structural Equation Modeling) analysis, so the 

sample chosen is in accordance with the rules of SEM, 

which requires the sample at least five times the number of 

indicators. The number of indicators is 18. Data that has 

been collected through questionnaires is then analyzed with 

the Amos version 21 program. The approach used is a 

quantitative approach that describes the numbers about the 

trends, behaviors or attitudes of a population by examining 

samples. From those samples, the researchers do the 

generalization on the population [2]. To test the direct 

effect of exogenous variable onendogenous variable and 

intervening variable, SEM analysis was used. Whereas to 

see indirect effects, the exogenous variable on endogenous 

variable is through intervening variable. It is the 

mediation’s way in this case the Sobel Test is used. 

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Every activity carried out by humans will get results. 

Likewise with learning activities will certainly get results 

in the form of learning achievements. Learning is a 

process that will produce changes in attitudes, knowledge 

and skills [21]. states that; behavior change is the learning 

process itself. While learning achiev)ement is a perfection 

achieved by a student in thinking, feeling and performing. 

Learning achievement is stated perfect if it fulfills three 

aspects, namely, cognitive, affective and psychomotor 

[12]. 

Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 418

289



According to [20], "learning achievement is a result 

that shows where the level of ability and success of 

students in achieving learning goals are". Learning 

achievement is also influenced by several factors, in 

general there are two, namely internal factors consisting 

of physical condition, intelligence, attitudes, interests, 

talents and motivations while external factors include 

social environment, natural environment, instrumental 

factors (teachers, facilities and infrastructure, 

curriculum), [24]. Based on some previous definitions, it 

can be concluded that learning achievement is mastery of 

knowledge, skills and changes in a person's attitude after 

the activities or teaching and learning processes at school. 

Usually the learning achievement is only known after the 

teacher tests. Learning achievement is also influenced by 

several factors, one of the important factors is motivation. 

Motivation in the learning process is very 

necessary, because motivation is an encouragement and 

desire in learning. According to [24], learning motivation 

can be divided into two, namely intrinsic motivation and 

extrinsic motivation. Intrinsic motivation comes from 

within the student itself, so it can move and direct itself in 

behaving. The example is an encouragement for a high 

achievement. While extrinsic motivation is motivation 

that comes from outside the individual and can arouse 
individuals to move so that they can achieve the desired 

goals. 

Furthermore [23], states that, "Motivation is a 

direction and perseverance of students to achieve goals. 

The main goal of a student is to achieve high learning 

outcomes so that they are called successful. Thus 

motivation can arise from within the student itself such as 

the existence of a need or desire to succeed [11], as well 

as encouragement obtained from outside such as the 

existence of coercion, punishment and gifts which are 

given if the student is a high achiever student. In addition 

to motivating curriculum factors also greatly affect a 

student's learning achievement. 

A curriculum that is too high, not in accordance 

with the abilities, interests and talents of students will 

also have a bad impact on achievement. The curriculum is 

a number of subjects in school or courses in college that 

must be taken to achieve graduation or obtain a diploma 

[28].  

According to [18] there are two dimensions of the 

curriculum, one namely plans and arrangements 

regarding objectives, content and learning material, two 

namely the ways used for learning activities are made 

fun, challenging, interactive, inspirational and can 

motivate students to be active in class [18]. The current 

curriculum is the 2013 revised curriculum. The revision 

includes increasing coherence, simplifying the assessment 

process, direct and indirect learning processes [9]. The 

revised edition of the 2013 curriculum came into effect in 

June 2016 [19]. 

A. The Influence of the curriculum on students'

motivation in studying social science subjects in

state junior high schools in Banda Aceh.

Hypothesis testing is done by looking at the value of

the critical ratio resulting from the calculation of the 

Standardized Loading Estimate. This study uses a critical 

ratio of ± 1.96 at a significant level of 0.05, if the value of 

the critical ratio is greater than ± 1.96, the relationship 

(influence) between the two constructs is significant. In this 

study the value of the critical ratio is 5.49, so it is greater 

than the critical value used (required)of ± 1.96. So that 

(then) it can be concluded that there is an influence of the 

curriculum on the learning motivation of students of the 

Junior High School throughout Banda Aceh and this 

hypothesis is accepted. This is in accordance with previous 

research conducted by [7], which states that there is the 

influence of curriculum on student motivation. This finding 

is also in accordance with Permendikbud. Number 22 in 

2016, the purpose of revised edition of the 2013 curriculum 

in the learning process was made fun, challenging, 

interactive, inspirational and motivating students to be 

active in the class. 

B. The Influence of the curriculum on the learning

achievement of students of social science subjects

in state junior high schools in Banda Aceh.

Based on the results on calculations in structural model

fit by looking at the value of the critical ratio of ± 1.96 at a 

significant level of 0.05. If the value of the critical ratio is 

greater than ± 1.96, the relationship between the two 

constructs is stated to be significant. Testing this 

hypothesis obtained a C R value of -4.67. The results of the 

analysis also obtained that the exogenous variables of the 

curriculum can influence the endogenous variables of 

student learning achievement indicated by the results of 

significant analysis between two variables. However, the 

significant variables showed negative coefficient. Thus 

increasing one unit of exogenous variables can decrease 

endogenous variables. The relationship between the two 

variables is theoretically strong but the reality is in the field 

if the quality of the curriculum is high, solid, not in 

accordance with the ability of students, so it cannot 

improve student learning achievement. In fact it is the 

opposite, a high curriculum with low achievement. The 

results of this study are in accordance with the research 

conducted by [27], which states that the current curriculum 

has not been able to improve student learning achievement. 

This is due to a lack of training to teachers, adequate 

learning resources (books), teachers feel difficulty in 

preparing lesson plans, students are still passive, facilities 

and infrastructure do not support (sufficient). This is also in 

accordance with the results of research conducted by [10], 

concluding that the quality of teaching teachers is more 

influential than learning media. Learning media is more 

useful than the curriculum. 
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C. The Influence of the curriculum on learning

achievement through motivation of students of

social science subjects in the Junior High School in

Banda Aceh.

This third hypothesis is a hypothesis which has

mediating variables, namely motivation. The mediating 

variable in a study functions as an intermediary /mediating 

relationship between independent variables and the 

dependent variable. Motivational variables can play a 

perfect role (full mediation), the presence of mediating 

variables can affects significantly on the relationship 

between independent variables to the dependent variable. 

If there is no mediating variable, the relationship between 

variables is not significant. If it acts as partial mediation 

with the existence of a mediating variable, the relationship 

between variables only becomes weak or gets stronger but 

does not make it insignificant. The role of the mediating 

variable in this study is found in the third hypothesis, the 

results of statistical testing using the Sobel Test are as 

follows, that there is the influence of the curriculum on 

learning achievement through student learning motivation. 

This is indicated by the results of the double test, the 

indirect effect is greater than 0.19 compared to the direct 

effect of -0.33. Then it can be concluded directly (direct 

effect) the curriculum affects learning achievement but 
gets a minus critical ratio value, but indirectly (indirect 

effect) through mediating variables namely motivation, 

curriculum can affect the learning’s achievement. 

V. CONCLUSION

Based on the results of the research that has been 

done, it can be concluded in this study: 

1. The curriculum influences students' motivation in

Social Science Subject in State Junior High School in

Banda Aceh.

2. The curriculum has a negative effect on student

achievement in Social Science Subject in State Junior

High School in Banda Aceh.

3. The curriculum influences learning achievement

through student motivation in State Junior High

School in Banda Aceh.

4. The novelty of research. This research uses SEM to

analyze data. This study has a mediating variable,

namely learning motivation

5. The results of research directly applying the 2013

curriculum cannot affect student learning 

achievement. But indirectly the curriculum 

implementation of the curriculum can affect student 

achievement through motivation. This is different 

from the results of research by Penney, Brooke, Hay 

and Gillespie (2009) that there is a relationship 

between curriculum quality and learning achievement 

Suggestion 

1. If the curriculum changes, the government must

conduct socialization and training to school principals

and teachers continuously, provide supporting

facilities, student books and teacher books.

2. Principals and supervisors should monitor and

evaluate the implementation of the teaching and 

learning process and the assessment system. 

3. The teacher should have additional reference material

to add insight and work with other teachers to learn

from each other especially in making lesson plans.
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