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ABSTRACT

In this age of fast urbanization and social development, urban culture has seen tectonic changes. Sustainable
development of culture becomes a salient issue that stems further urban development. With Lv opera of
Dongying City as the study object, this paper probes into the factors that influence the healthy development of
urban culture. The first section analyzes the economic status of cities, and starting from the Lv opera culture
and urban culture, interprets the necessity of sustainable development of urban culture; the second section
analyzes the causes for low matching degree between Lv opera and urban culture from the angle of cultural
development; the third section proposes suggestions for sustainable development of urban culture in

Dongying City.
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1.Value of Lv opera in Dongying City and
status quo of urban sustainable development

1.1. Cultural value of Lv opera

Lv opera is the cultural heritage of people in Shandong,
especially in Dongying City; it is a carrier of tradition and
provides a graceful way of entertainment. With its unique
value and sentimental connotation, Lv opera reflects the
traditional life style and spirit of people in Shandong,
especially in Dongying City, and manifests the urban
culture.

1.2. Analysis of urban sustainability
development

Urban sustainability development means realizing rapid
urbanization and modernization of a city by way of long-
term and continuous growth and structuring of the city
under a given tempo-spatial dimension so as to meet the
increasing needs of development. This paper focuses on
the sustainable development of culture in Dongying City
so that the urban culture can meet the increasing cultural
needs and future development. [1]

1.3. Lv opera culture and sustainable
development of Dongying City

As the global culture diversifies and urban culture
progresses, many traditional culture forms, however,
remains unchanged and fails to keep up with the pace of
urban development. [2] Lv opera, an important part of
traditional culture, is a unique form of local opera in
Shandong province. After passing its prime, heritage and
development of this opera is now under impact from
modern culture. “Old operas play over and over again”, the
manifestation lacks diversity, the target audience is limited
and the Lv opera troupe is under pressure of getting
dismantled. Therefore, the Lv opera needs to recreate its
image to promote sustainable development of urban
culture of Dongying City .

2. Causes for mismatch between Lv opera
culture and urban development in Dongying
City

2.1. Root causes for mismatch between Lv
opera culture and urban development in
Dongying City

Lv opera has been its prime in the last century. After the
Reform and Opening Up, under the impact of global
culture, inheritance of opera culture has taken efforts from
generations. Lv opera culture must keep up with the pace
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of time to avoid dismatch with the urban development.
Therefore, how to maintain and develop the features of
traditional culture and meanwhile adapt it to the new needs
of urban cultural development is a major challenge in the
initiative to promote urban cultural development with Lv
opera culture, [3] and it is also a major challenge that
Dongying City must face in its cultural development.

2.2. Causes for mismatch between Lv opera
culture and urban development of Dongying
City

2.2.1. Modern lifestyle is dissolving traditional
opera culture

Dissolving of traditional opera culture, especially Lv opera
in Dongying , by modern lifestyles is reflected in the
following aspects: the first impact comes from new media;
the monotonous stage performance-based form of Lv
opera can no longer satisfy the artistic pursuit of the
modern audience. The second factor is the changes in
social culture. As the form of culture diversifies, the
audience begin to turn their attention from Lv opera and
traditional culture to other forms of modern culture; thirdly,
with the advent of the age of fast consumption, the cultural
consumption experience of the audience differs from the
past, and the prevailing fickle mindset among the audience
can no long appreciate the traditional culture that requires
time to taste and absorb. Therefore, traditional Lv culture
is dissolving by the fickle modern lifestyle.

2.2.2. Mistmatch between the subject of culture
inheritance and that of urban culture
development

Lack of a training system for Lv opera talents leads to the
mismatch between the subject of culture inheritance and
that of urban culture development — this accounts for an
important reason why Lv opera culture fails to keep up
with the pace of urban cultural development. After the
elder opera masters retire, the young generation of Lv
opera performers have not been trained [4] , and as a
result, no one shoulders the responsibility of inheriting Lv
opera culture. [5]

Meanwhile, as education develops, most pays more
attention to new culture than to traditional culture
inheritance. The younger generations prefer culture that is
more vibrant and promising. They are the new force for
urban culture sustainable development and also the major
force of different cultures. Therefore, there is a mismatch
between urban culture developers and Lv opera culture
inheritors, leading to a vicious cycle for inheritance of Lv
opera culture. [5]
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2.2.3. Losing of the soil for urban culture

The new-culture based soil of urban culture is no longer
just for inheritance and development of traditional culture,
but has shifted its focus to discovery of new culture. [6] In
the fickle cultural environment in cities [7] , new culture is
trapped in a vicious cycle of fast emergence, rapid
development and quick disappearance. Take cultural
creation as an example. Any art has its own process of
creation, and the creation of an episode of Lv opera [8]
would consume time and energy of a few generations; the
plot alone would take several years to develop, and the
whole opera would take years of practice and performance
before it became a classic. However, as the urban culture
is rushing to keep up with the pace of globalization, the
soil for traditional culture is encroached. [9]

3.SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT
OFURBANCULTURE

Urban culture and traditional culture are closely connected
and mutually dependent. As a unique form of culture of
Dongying City, Lv opera culture is an indispensable part
of sustainable development of the city. With innovation of
urban culture, Lv opera culture has some artistic charm
that no other cultures can match, but new forms are needed
to display this unique charm. Therefore, for sustainable
development of urban culture of Dongying City [10] , the
following three suggestions are proposed:

3.1. Co-development of culture and the city

With the development of social economy, culture plays an
increasingly important role, and the improvement of life
quality leads to a higher demand for art appreciation [11] .
Lv opera should feel the pulse of development and
traditional culture should develop together with urban
development so that culture can play a promoting role in
the economy.

First, culture should be integrated into urban life.
Billboards, slogans and other forms of publicity should be
used to promote culture and allow culture to penetrate
every corner of our life [12] . Besides, urban planning
should take culture into consideration and in the process of
urban development, the government should pay more
attention to cultural development. The government should
provide strong support for cultural development and put
equal emphasis on culture and economy.

3.2. Merge of tradition and technology

Modern technologies have brought impacts to inheritance
and development of traditional culture, but undeniably,
traditional culture has to rely on modern technologies to
achieve further development [13] . Take the culture
resource protection, inheritance and development in
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Dongying City as an example. Modern ways of display
and innovation introduces new charm to Lv opera and
blazes a new trail for cultural development. In the
meantime, scientific innovation is changing the nature and
appearance of traditional culture. Therefore, to merge
traditional Lv opera culture into the modern urban culture
and realize sustainable development of urban culture, we
must rely on technologies [14] .

First of all, we should update the promotion ways. Besides
the old forms of stage performance, Lv opera culture
should create new forms of display. For instance, we can
make sue of new media like the Internet, media, TV,
Weibo, WeChat, short-video platforms as the way to
diversify promotion of Lv opera [15] . In the meantime,
we should merge Lv opera with technology, expand the
audience of Lv opera, making it an art not only for the old,
but also for the young generations. We should make
technology not only the label of the young, but also the
label of the Lv opera, realizing integration of Lv opera
with technology [16] .

3.3. Support from society and schools in
inheritance

The major force of urban culture development is the young,
and the backup force is the young students in schools [17] .
Therefore, to allow the Lv opera culture promote
development of urban culture, we must seek support from
the society and schools.

First of all, we should unlock the potential of the market
and expand the audience. Lv opera theatres are the
platforms for development, so they should play an
increasing role. Theatres can lower the price of tickets to
attract more audience and increase the passion of others
for the Lv opera [18] . Besides, to solve the problem of
lack of cultural inheritors, the government can organize Lv
opera contests for the young people and provide incentives
to draw participants.

Moreover, schools are the cradles of talents, so they can
train Lv opera talents and introduce them to the society to
realize sustainable development. Regional primary and
secondary schools should support publicity campaigns of
Lv opera culture and organize corresponding class
activities. Support from the society and schools can
provide a strong foundation for development of Lv opera,
and in this way [19] , Lv opera culture can be made fully
use of and be integrated into the social culture . As a
result, the urban culture and the Lv opera culture can both
be raised to a new level of development.

4. CONCLUSIONS

The Lv opera embodies the long history of traditional
culture and the spirit of the old generations. Sustainable
development of Lv opera culture in Dongying City should
rely on social support and inheritors of the culture. A city’s
sustainable development is manifested not only on the
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economy, but on the culture. The unique Lv opera culture
of Dongying City fosters the unique urban culture [20] .
Currently, the Lv opera culture is in conflict with urban
culture, and this conflict can be resolved by coordination
among economy, technology and people. Therefore, we
should make full use of technologies to integrate Lv opera
into urban development, rely on social support to introduce
Lv opera to more audience, and rely on schools to train
talents to inherit and develop this traditional form of art.
With these measures, the Lv opera can play a contributing
role to prosperity of Dongying City.
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