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Abstract—Kudus is identified as Kota Santri due to its identity 

through its Islamic culture. Cultural awareness must be possessed 

people surroundings. Teachers can foster it in the classroom 

activity by approaching students’ background knowledge as 

target culture. Speaking is one way to activate students’ ideas, 

particularly in revealing the culture of Kudus. The qualitative 

study is used to analyze the integration of cultural identity work 

and classroom learning at MTS N 2 Kudus. It has a purpose to 

deliver understanding of students’ experience through speaking. 

MMB is used as a media to ease students to deliver their ideas into 

speaking. Every concept and idea in MMB is organized into 

framework of mapping. Hence, students enhance their cultural 

identity by exploring physical appearance, cultural activities, and 

their creativity into activities in their everyday lives. Furthermore, 

cultural identities depict them into sense of belonging also plays a 

central role in connecting person to social change and act them to 

study the relationship between the social and the self. By physical 

appearance, students have identities and self of belonging in 

society. Thus, it allows mutual influence between self and society. 

Finally, MMB media is an effective way for students to organize 

concepts and ideas to support their speaking skills and prepare 

communication skills in the era of industrial revolution 4.0. 

Keywords—Mind Mapping Board, speaking, cultural identity, 

industrial revolution 4.0 

I. INTRODUCTION  

Culture is one factor that shapes identity of particular people 
in particular community. Kudus is a city with a very close 
religious culture and religious character of its people making this 
city nicknamed “Kota Santri”. This culture shapes the identity 
of the religious community with their religious appearance, and 
through activities and creativities as well. The identity shows a 
form of belonging towards a culture, called cultural identity. It 
can be considered as owning the culture and its various 
boundaries of ethnicity, nationality, language, religion, and 
gender. Owning the culture means the person embraces all the 
traditions that have been passed down through, such as the 
clothed appearance, cultural activities, and creativities realized 
through art. Cultural identities based on physical conditions are 

divided into two individual identities and collective identities 
(2004). 

People should have the sense of belonging of their culture as 
their identities. Students are the right target to introduce cultural 
identity through speaking activities in the classroom. 
Introducing identity to students is important to give their 
awareness of its origin. The identities support individual nature 
and nurtures which include experiences, talents, skills, beliefs, 
value, knowledge, that all of these represent who they are, what 
their status in their family, work, social, environment, country, 
and beyond the globalization revolution industry era 4.0 (2015). 
Ideas development toward cultural identity needs specification 
in description orderly for students in speaking. 

Ideas play an important role in negotiating communication. 
Speaking skill is one productive activities skill and important 
skill to be carried out in a conversation. It supports students to 
be able to communicate and be able to develop creative ideas. 
Besides, it is an interactive process for constructing and 
receiving information. This skill is very important. Therefore, 
speaking skills must be trained as possible in learning process of 
classroom. In the 2013 formal education curriculum, English 
was taught at the earliest level at the junior high school. 
Therefore, this research was conducted on junior high school 
students. Practically, students’ speaking skills are still relatively 
low. 

Communication skills play an important role in supporting 
the 4.0 industrial revolution. It impacts individuals and societies. 
Industrial 4.0 has huge potential to develop and fundamentally 
change how society operates by providing entirely novel 
solution to existing problems in society. The innovation exists 
to answer the problems by social innovation in the context of 
industry 4.0 by new technological innovation in the form of 
artificial intelligence, robotics, drones, virtual reality, and IoT 
(Internet of Things) (2017). Furthermore, cultural identities 
depict them into a sense of belonging is also plays a central role 
in connecting person to social change and act them to study the 
relationship between the social and the self.  
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Junior high school students characteristically are a transition 
period from young learners to adolescent required visual and 
creative learning (2003).  One of the visual and creative learning 
is learning media. The learning media able to aid students in 
developing ideas is mind mapping board (MMB). It is the 
strategy for assisting students order and structures their thinking 
through mentally mapping words or notions. The MMB contains 
visual frameworks like figures, diagrams, or charts utilized to 
display structural knowledge. It is influential in assisting 
students communicate information because they can explain 
complex notions in simple, meaningful representations so that 
learners can expand a comprehensive comprehension of the 
content to be learned. A mind map is a graphic organizer in 
which the major classes are described as chapters of larger 
chapters (2004). By mind mapping, students enhance their self-
belonging to cultural identity through speaking class for students 
at MTS N 2 Kudus. 

A school is a place of a school culture teaching area in 
language classes. Learning to teach culture means developing an 
identity as a culture teacher by critically stimulates students’ 
own cultural and biographical root (1997). It is suggested that in 
examining abstract construct of culture and identity, 
collaborative inquiry and self-reflection of participants, 
including researchers and students, are very valuable. In the line 
of this research, other research has further revealed that language 
teachers’ cultural identities interacted with various aspects of 
their teaching, such as the material selection, and teaching 
approaches, in significant ways (1997), (2011), (2008). The 
important link between teaching practices and enhancing 
students’ self-belonging to cultural identity through speaking 
class pointed to the value of teachers doing cultural identity 
work within their educational context. 

The implications of this prior to work are that a) language 
teacher education needs to pay more attention to take the 
speaking topic material of physical appearance to enhance 
students’ cultural identities and self of belonging of society. 
Thus, it allows mutual influence between self and society. 
Finally, MMB media is an effective way for students to organize 
concepts and ideas to support their speaking skills and prepare 
communication skills in the era of industrial revolution 4.0 
(2016,2018,2017). Enhancing cultural identity through speaking 
class using mind mapping board to face industrial revolution 4.0 
is one strategy to prepare students to have self-belonging toward 
their own identities and their readiness to enter the impact of 4.0 
era as well.  

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 

A. Cultural Identities and Learner Identities 

Identity formation becomes a social process that occurs 
concerning various reference groups. Identity is an individual 
subjective process in which individuals make decisions and 
choices about their own identity according to both personal and 
social influences within a particular context (1998).  However, 
the interpersonal aspects of identity formation suggest that it is 
not only how the individual understands and identifies with the 
group that shapes identity but also how the groups treat the 

individuals, creating an interactive constructed identity 
development process (1998, 2003). The social aspect of identity 
development itself has been reflected in racial/ethnic identity 
(R/EID) models through the concept of belonging and social 
(1990).  The belonging addresses the recognition and acceptance 
of a member by other members in a group. This sense of 
belonging, thus, to a particular group provides a community that 
fosters one’s identity, feelings of acceptance, and validation of 
one’s identity (1996). 

It has been drawing attention from the researchers since the 
1970s and 1980s the relationship between identity and language 
(2006) The distinction between social identity and cultural 
identity which were seen each of them as the relationship 
between the individual and the larger social as mediated through 
institutions such as families, schools, workplaces, and the 
relationship between an individual and members of particular 
ethnic group who are considered to share a common history, a 
common language and similar ways of understanding the world; 
respectively Norton finds the diverse research findings 
problematic (2006). However, this distinction is vaguer since the 
concept of socio cultural identity intertwined the similarities 
belonging to both concepts. It is a dynamic construct changing 
across time and space constantly; therefore it is complex and 
multifaceted. It constructs and is constructed by language. It is 
affected by and social processes and classroom practice, as well. 

In the classroom practice, students are asked to describe their 
cultural identities through physical appearance, activities, and 
creativities. These depict them into sense of belonging is also 
plays a central role in connecting person to social change and act 
them to study the relationship between the social and the self. 
By physical appearance, students have identities and self of 
belonging in society. Thus, it allows mutual influence between 
self and society through speaking class. This speaking skill 
supports students to be able to communicate and be able to 
develop creative ideas. Thus, communication skills play an 
important role in supporting the 4.0 industrial revolution. 

B. The Effect of Industrial Revolution Era 4.0 in Enhancing 

Cultural Identity Through Speaking Class 

The world has been entering the industrial revolution 4.0, or 
it is also called The 4th Industrial Revolution Era in which all 
human activities are changed by technology. All activities 
carried out become unlimited computing and unlimited data due 
to the influence of internet and digital technology as the 
backbone of movement and human connectivity and machine as 
well (2018). This is included in the world of education, era 4.0 
as well as disrupting human activities, especially in the fields of 
science and technology and higher education.  There is 
something different from the current 4.0 industrial era which is 
disruptive and anti-mainstream compared to the previous era 
(2017). The most important thing is, according to Mubarak, is 
literacy (2018). Students are expected not only able to read, 
write, and count but also literacy for data information, 
technology, and people. In this case, education must be able to 
the industrial condition of the 4.0 era that is needed for today’s 
society especially preparing competencies early. One of them is 
verbal competence communication (2016). 
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Speaking skill is the ability to speak in English that must be 
mastered by students creatively expressing their ideas through 
communicative approach (2015). However, not all students can 
express their ideas systematically and precisely. The cause of 
students experiencing difficulties and low learning outcomes in 
speaking is the teacher is the class has limited teaching strategy 
and is less innovative (1996). By mind mapping, every concept 
and idea are organized into framework of mapping. 

C. Mind Mapping Board 

All concepts, ideas, as well as organizing presented in a 

framework of mapping is called a mind map. Mind mapping 

technique is considered a suitable technique and also as a media 

in a learning process for students to develop their ideas by 

putting keywords in provided spaces. The process of learning is 

using pictures, alphabets, symbols, and colors, which is 

interesting for students. Besides, it motivates them to store 

information in branched nerve cell boxes like a branch of all 

centered on one main word as the main idea (2007). Besides, 

mind mapping eases students to develop their ideas starting 

from main idea and then breaking it down in detail. Mind 

mapping model as a strategy in teaching will ease students to 

lay ideas out and to express ideas in communication through 

speaking (2017). There are several steps in conveying ideas. 

The first thing to do is to convey main idea as a central idea, 

which is then developed into themes derivatives with branches 

a link between the main theme and the theme derivative. Then, 

the second step is to box the ideas into mind mapping boxes 

visually used to memorize and to stimulate. This activity would 

be more efficient than traditional notes, which tend to be less 

creative as a teaching media. A learning media is one important 

aspect in classroom learning.  

 In the teaching-learning process, learning media 

stimulates attention, thoughts, feelings and student skills in the 

process of implementing learning. There are several types of 

instructional media including visual media (graphics, diagrams, 

charts, comics, and posters), audio media (radio, tape recorders, 

language laboratories, and the like), projected still media (slide, 

OHP), and projected motion media (film,television, video, 

computer). The use of audiovisual application media in a 

speaking class gives good contribution to the academic world 

(2014,2010). The use of speaking learning media to Senior 

High School students shows that the learning application using 

audiovisual media helped them to speak correctly and 

accurately emphasized on the message English (2011).  Game 

Media can help students to increase their speaking skills to 

overcome their less motivation of learning and develop the 

method to overcome the problem of English learning 

(2017,2012).  The use of audiovisual application media in 

speaking class makes a good contribution in Academic World. 

The result showed that this application helped students to speak 

correctly and accurately with an emphasis on communication 

messages. Likewise, the media of Song Base Learning for grade 

1 of Junior High School SinjaiBorong has its development 

especially in listening and speaking skills (2012). 

 Besides, implementing mind mapping as a 

complement to the learning strategy can also increase speaking 

activities in classroom so greatly recommended for teachers to 

make speaking learning activities creative, innovative, and 

interesting (2013, 2017). The result showed that the use of mind 

maps could influence students’ speaking skills optimally. The 

implementation of mind mapping strategy can stimulate 

students to think critically including inductive thinking, 

analysis, and reflect on learning (2017).  The use of the board 

will help students to explore their ideas that students have their 

critical thinking about something around them. A combination 

of mind mapping and learning strategies will complete the 

teaching-learning process. In the previous study, the strategy of 

group guidance was used along with the solution steps of using 

mind maps, and self-reward provided an effective result to 

increase students learning skill (2013). Mind mapping 

illustrates visual on the board. Teaching using blackboard 

media is often written for an idea to encourage students to 

develop their ideas through mind mapping. Mind mapping is 

used to facilitate students exploring their ideas and learning. In 

other words, it eased students to apply their language skills 

(2010). By mind mapping, researchers enhance students’ 

cultural identity by exploring physical appearance, cultural 

activities, and their creativity into activities in their everyday 

lives. 
 

III. METHOD 

The method used is a qualitative approach. The data 
collections are students’ descriptions of their cultural identity 
and how they influence them through their English speaking 
skills. After data was collected, analyzing data was conducted to 
distinguish the elements that constructed students’ cultural 
identity and the influence of speaking skills. This study 
approach was inductive, starting from the students’ responses 
and not trying to influence them. The topic of speaking class is 
describing physical appearance, cultural activities, and their 
creativity into activities in their everyday lives, using MMB as 
media to ease them to speak. Besides, Communication skills 
play an important role in supporting the 4.0 industrial revolution. 
It becomes an effective way for students to organize concepts 
and ideas to support their speaking skills and prepare 
communication skills in the era of industrial revolution 4.0. By 
physical appearance as a topic of speaking class, students have 
identities and self of belonging in society. Thus, it allows mutual 
influence between self and society. In this case, classroom 
observation was a research object to analyze the integration of 
cultural identity work and classroom learning at MTS N 2 
Kudus. 

Recent studies have been conducted quantitatively on the 
topic of identity-based on the qualitative data, even though there 
have been some quantitative experiments as well concerning the 
use of a quantitative questionnaire. In this case, the data 
collected do not give a detailed account of identity but remains 
at the surface (2014). A qualitative approach, thus, is the best 
option for the identity research experience. 
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IV. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

There are three distinct categories of describing physical 

appearance, cultural activities, and their creativities into 

activities in their everyday lives as a central topic in speaking 

class: the students’ origins and their identity, factors shaped 

from cultural identity, and the competencies developed.  

1. The students’ origins and their identity 

 Most students in their speaking class stated their cultural 

identity is Javanese, connected to their family, traditions, and 

customs. By the country they live in, they say Indonesian. They 

were describing their selves by the physical appearance of 

Javanese characteristics as being the formative element that 

defined their cultural identity. Here are some of their 

descriptions in the speaking class: “I am Javanese, and I am 

proud of it. I am an Indonesian too, and I am proud of it too. My 

father is Javanese. He has short black hair, dark complexion, 

mustache and beard. He is always wearing kopiahand sarong at 

home. My mother is wearing veil. We are Moslems. People 

around my house are mostly Moslems. But they are also non-

Moslems. We are Indonesians. And we are Javanese. No matter 

how different we are but we are Javanese.” The general attitude 

performed from speaking in one of pride when identifying with 

their parents’ heritage. 

 Besides mentioning Javanese as origins, the traditions and 

customs they have as an identity of their culture mentioned in 

speaking class. “I am very proud of living in Kudus. This city 

has many traditions such as dandangan, kupatan, and 

bukakluwur.” This feeling represents pride to Kudus 

acknowledges their identity as Javanese who lives in Kudus. 

2. Factors shaped by cultural identity 

The most important factor influencing the students’ cultural 

identities mentioned in students’ speaking class is the Javanese 

language, which proves to be great importance. The element 

mentioned as characteristics of physical appearance is also local 

language used, which is Javanese with Kudus dialect. They use 

this dialect through interaction with other people, ceremonial, 

and learning about the target culture leads to awareness of 

cultural practices both in individualistic and collectivist 

societies. However, the most significant element would be 

knowledge of Javanese as one culture to be maintained. One 

says in a speaking class: “Javanese is my language when I speak 

to dad and mom and all people surrounding me.” 

3. Competence developed 

English competence is developed through speaking class. The 

topic of cultural identity used in the speaking class is also a 

competence used to develop intercultural competence. 

Discussing its importance, the manner can be developed, and 

also its assessment, by all of these, students also mentioned the 

fact that they have learned about cultural identity specifically 

physical appearance through speaking class using MMB to help 

them elaborate ideas to explain the specific components of 

culture they mentioned  (2004). In other words, elaborating 

characteristic of cultural identity of Kudus brought them cultural 

awareness of their own culture. “I study English through 

speaking about culture of Kudus has made me more aware of 

my own culture as my identity that I’m Javanese who are living 

in Kudus.” Then by cultural awareness toward their culture, it 

also developed them to the awareness of multicultural identities 

in Indonesia even the world. It was proved from their speaking 

about tolerance, “Kudus has a tradition of dandangan in which 

no other cities has dandangan like in Kudus.” The connection 

between language and cultural identity contributes to the process 

of identity development through speaking class with MMB to 

ease students elaborate their ideas of explaining self-identity by 

their physical appearance and their culture. 

The three categorizations are implemented through 

speaking in the classroom using Mind Mapping Board (MMB) 

to ease them making outline and elaborate them to use into 

speaking. The topic determined is talking about Cultural 

Identity in Kudus. The three ideas are taken to represent cultural 

identity in Kudus, they are physical appearance, cultural 

activities, and habits. The detail information to convey dealing 

with ideas is as follows: 

a) Physical appearance 

The detail information described is black hair, wearing kopiah 

for men, and wearing veil for women. Those are commonly 

appearance of people in Kudus describing the society. 

b) Cultural activities 

It is dealing with ceremonial conducted in Kudus such as 

kupatan, dandangan, and BulakLuwur. Dandangan is a festival 

to welcome the holy month of Ramadan. Then, after Ramadan, 

usually people at Kudus celebrate Kupatan as gratitude after 

Muslims fasted for a month. In other side, there is a tradition 

which is only Kudus people celebrate it in every 10 muharram, 

namely BukakLuwur. The people gather in the Kudus tower to 

witness the changing of tomb valance of Sunan Kudus.  

c) Habits 

People of Kudus verbally talk with each other using 

Javanese with Kudus dialect. Due to the religious community, 

most people have the habit of tahliland reading Al-Qur’an. 

 

The three things mentioned above represents cultural 

identities of people in Kudus with their own characteristics 

which can be different with other communities. By describing 

the characteristics of people in Kudus, students as a part of 

society feel a self-belonging instilled. They will also aware to 

preserve their culture for generations. It is their duty to 

introduce their culture to the world using technology of internet 

into speaking. Mind mapping board is a solution to ease 

students to speak by elaborating every word that describing 

cultural identity of Kudus. 
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Fig. 1.Describing cultural identity using Mind Mapping Board. 

 

 There are three strategies used underlying developmental in 

strategy discovery and strategy change, and they are by 

encoding locations within each space, noticing a potential 

analogy between spaces, and detecting precise mapping 

correspondences. Students presented with one topic as a word 

designed to evoke thought about the physical appearance of his 

families such as the color of hair, the costume, and the habit. 

They were asked to describe three that they would need. By this 

exploration using MMB media, it is known that mind mapping 

increases creativity of students and allows cognition to the topic, 

which is about cultural identity so that they have self-belonging 

to their identity by describing it correctly through speaking.  

 

V. CONCLUSIONS 

Enhancing cultural identity is meant to increase cultural 

awareness of students toward their identities by expressing it 

through speaking especially for students. Moreover, in this 

revolution industry era 4.0, cultural identity must be considered 

and preserved for generations in order to be sustainable. The 

identities developed automatically support human’s nature and 

nurture represents who they are, what their status in family, 

work, social, environment, country, and even beyond 

globalization revolution industry era 4.0; particularly Kudus as 

a city identity. City identity is the pride that will be embedded 

in the heart of every citizen. Citizens born there, also live in it.  

In the 4th era, people are required to have the ability to 

communicate in various media about their cultural identity so it 

is known to the wider community. Therefore, it is necessary to 

prepare students’ communication skills early in the speaking 

class. By speaking, students’ ideas are explored through three 

topics about physical appearance, cultural activities, and their 

creativity in activities in their everyday lives. By the topic of 

cultural identity, students have their sense of belonging and a 

central role in connecting person to social change and, then, act 

them to study the relationship between the social and the self. 

By physical appearance, students have identities and self of 

belonging in society. Thus, it allows mutual influence between 

self and society. Besides, enhancing cultural identity also is 

meant to develop intercultural competence. There are three 

distinct categories of describing physical appearance, cultural 

activities, and their creativities into activities in their everyday 

lives as a central topic in speaking class: the students’ origins 

and their identity, factors shaped from cultural identity, and the 

competencies developed. MMB is used to ease them to speak 

coherently.  
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