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ABSTRACT

Some English teachers always find several problems in teaching writing about the genre as the topics in the
lesson plan. The problems are in the grammar, generic structure, cohesion and coherence. The purpose of this
research is to describe how is the ability of students Grade X1 social class of SMAN 8 Pekanbaru phenomenon
in writing Hortatory Exposition text. The subjects of this research were the students at the grade XI social
class registered in July-December 2019/2020 academic year. The data were collected through writing test on
hortatory exposition text. It was found that the students’ ability in building generic structure and cohesion was
Adequate, and the students’ ability in building coherence in hortatory exposition text was categorized as

Good.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The new curriculum in Indonesia, the 2013 curriculum,
is one of the influences of genre-based approach as the
trend today (Derewianka, 2003; Rose, 2006). This
curriculum includes, syllabus and also lesson plan of
teaching English in senior high school, one of the writing
skills that should be master by the students is writing
hortatory exposition text. This text is one kinds of text
among of narrative, descriptive and also procedure. There
are 3 parts of generic structure of hortatory exposition text.
The first is Thesis that consists about introducing the
writer’s main idea about the topic of the text that will be
discussed. The writer explains his position about that topic,
as the proponent or the opposition in that writing text. The
second is Arguments that consist of the writer’s several
arguments that support the main idea of the text. If the
writer gives many arguments about that main idea it will
make the hortatory exposition text become interesting.
Because those arguments will make the readers believe
about the writer’s opinion. The last one is
Recommendation that consist of the recommendation or
persuasion of the writer to the readers about the topic that
has been discussed in previous paragraph. However,
several English teachers always find problems in teaching
writing about the genre as the topics in the lesson plan.

The problems are in the grammar, generic structure,
cohesion and coherence. Every text has different generic
structure as the characteristics of the texts. The generic
structure is an important part in building the texts. The
problem from the teachers’ complain of the students

writing about the generic structure of the text is the
students sometimes missing one or more part of the
generic structure of the text. Although it has been
explained in the teaching and learning process in the
classroom, but the students still do that mistake.

In addition, there are some studies have been done on
related reading genre based (Rose, 2006). Similarly,
research on writing generic structure of the texts also
attract many researchers. It is related to the way in which
elements of a text are arranged to match its purpose. This
structure can be observed by readers, and writers will use
this knowledge to organize the structure their writing,
depending on their purpose. This structuce has close
relation with the genre and the researchers that have done
the research in the generic stucture of the texts. For
instance, Lusiana (2012) studied about the ability of
students in writing procedure text, Yuniarti, Rahayu,
Eripuddin (2015) discussed about generic structure in
students’ descriptive text. Besides, some researchers focus
on their studies on recount text (Mingsakoon & Srinon,
2018; Nurhidayat, 2011), anecdote recount text
(Mingsakoon & Srinon, 2019). Moreover, there are also
researchers that explore newspaper, such the conjunction
in opinion (Rira & Ardi, 2013) and grammatical cohesion
in children, adolescent, and adult’s story (Sukriyah,
Sumarlam, Djatmika, 2018). Therefore, there is a need of
information on students’ ability in writing hortatory essay.

Furthermore, cohesion and the coherence also take the
important part in building a proper text. The cohesion and
coherence talk about the writer’s ideas of the text. The idea
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of the text should related and support each other. Like the
sentence that have related to support the paragraph and the
paragraph ideas that will support each other to build a text
or essay. But to make the sentence or paragraph related
each other is the problem by the students. According to the
arguments and the previous research above, it is sure that
to create a good writing in a text, generic structure are
significant in writing a text. Both of them cannot be
separated from the cohesion and also coherence because
they are required in writing. From the explanation above,
the researcher is interested to do the research about the
generic structure, cohesion and also coherence of the
students XI social class writing in building hortatory
exposition text.

The hortatory exposition is a type of exposition texts
which gives explanation or arguments for the fact. There
several definitions and generic structures of hortatory
exposition texts proposed by experts. According to
Anderson & Kathy (1997, p.83) hortatory exposition
genre is a piece of text that present one side on an issues
which has the purpose to persuade the reader and listener
by presenting arguments, that is the case for or a case
against. The texts deals with a problem overcome by
giving some arguments to influence the readers. In general,
the social function of hortatory exposition text is to
persuade the people who read or listen to do or should not
to do. In other words, hortatory and analytical exposition is
different in the generic structures where analytical gives
the conclusion and hortatory recommends the reader to do
or not to do something (Gerot and Wignell, 1994, p. 209).

Furthermore, generic structure of Hortatory exposition
mostly they are distributed into three components, they
are: (1) Thesis, (2) Arguments and (3) Recommendation.
Specifically, Gerot & Wignell (1994, p. 210) in their book
related to functional grammar state that generic structures,
there are some lexico-grammatical features such as its
focus on human and non-human participants, then use of
mental, material and relational processes in the text and the
use of simple present tense.

Feez & Joyce (1998, p.56) explain that arguments in
hortatory exposition text contain any factual information,
evidence, description, or explanation which supports the
thesis. Sometimes hortatory exposition begins with a
background stage which provides any information the
readers need in order to follow the arguments. They also
add that the generic structures of this text are: a) a thesis or
general statement that is introduces the issues and indicates
the writer positions. b) series arguments which support the
thesis, containing factual information, evidence,
description, explanation which support the thesis. c)
Recommendation is suggestion about the issues that are
discussed.

Furthermore, Saragih (in Hartati, 2014, p.23) clarifies
the stage of this genre that consist of abstract, thesis,
argument and recommendation. Abstract stage means to
give brief definition of the case under discussion. After
that, the thesis stage proposes the idea, opinion, proposal,
as well as side, namely protagonist or antagonist. The next,
the arguments stages contains some examples, illustration,
statistics or quotations are given to support the thesis
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statement. And the last is conclusion which gives
confirmation on the thesis by paraphrasing, summarizing
or giving implication.

Beside the generic structure, the characteristics of good
writing are related to the cohesive and coherence devices.
Both of them are the most important part in the process of
good writing beside grammar in the sentences or
paragraphs. There are many researchers that have
discussed about the concepts of cohesion and coherence in
texts and discourse studies. Most of them have the same
point of view that cohesion is different from coherence. To
see how cohesion and coherence difference one another,
the explanations of both concepts are explained below.

Specifically, some experts also differentiate the term
cohesion and coherence, such as, the term cohesion is used
to explain the structure inside the text. Meanwhile, the
term coherence is used to explain the concepts and the
relations underlying its meaning (Louwerse & Graesser;
2005, p. 103). On the other hand, coherence is the outcome
of a dialogue that appears between the text and its listener
or reader. It is in line with Zemach & Rumisek that explain
coherence as a clear and logical way of the sequence of
ideas in a text or essay (Zemach & Rumisek, 2005, p. 82).
This coherence will help the reader in understanding the
text whenever a text is built as a unity. Therefore, the
people can comprehend the main idea and thesis in text
written by the author easily. Thus, coherence can be said
as the paragraph that is easy to read and understand by the
readers as the sequence of supporting sentences are
arranged in acceptable logical order and the ideas are
presented and linked each other by suitable transition
signal.

Moreover, related to the definition of cohesion, some
experts state that cohesion is defined as the phrases linked
each other to build the whole connection in the text to be
able to be read and clear as the discourse itself (Bailey,
2003, p.55; Renkema, 2004, p.103-106). For instance, the
sentence “Mary got pregnant and she married” according
Renkeme is an example of a sentence that have good
cohesion. Mary is replaced with the word “she”. It means,
“she” refers to Mary.

To achieve the cohesion, a writer can do some process.
Firstly, it can be done using conjunction and the link of
phrases and sentences with words like he, they, and that
which refer back to something mentioned before (Bailey,
2003, p.55). For example, “Jane Austen wrote six major
novels in her short life. She deal with domestic drama in
middle-class families.” In the sentence above, the word her
refers to the author. Then, Jane Austen, and the word they
refer to the six major novels that she wrote during her life.
Therefore, there is a clear connection between the whole
text shown by the word “her” and “them”.

Since the generic structure, cohesion and also
coherence are very important in building texts. The
research about the analyzing the students’ ability in writing
hortatory exposition text of Xl social class of SMAN 8
Pekanbaru is important to be done. By conducting this
research, it is expected to know the students mastery and
also their problems in writing the generic structure of
hortatory exposition texts.
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2. METHOD

The method used in this research was descriptive
qualitative design. The subjects of this research were the
students Xl social class of SMAN 8 Pekanbaru. The
student XI social class populations were 1, 2 and 3 that
have been registered in July-December
2019/2020academic year. The instrument of this research
was a writing test in order to get the data of the students’
writing of generic structure in the hortatory exposition
text. In this research, the test has been given to the
students to write hortatory exposition texts. The writer
applied some procedures to collect the data through the
writing test. Firstly, the students are given some topics to
be chosen before writing activity. In addition, the reason
for giving the test once and suddenly was to make the test
real the idea from the students’ knowledge after getting the
lesson about the topic Hortatory Exposition Text. The
scoring rubrics used to analyze the data related to students’
generic structures, cohesion, and coherences were adapted
from Hamp-Lyon. The categories of students’ writing are
based the criteria 1-5 given (See Hamp & Lyon, 1992, p.
6-7).

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

There are five main topics provided by the researcher
related to the hortatory exposition texts. They are: Are
Smartphone really dangerous? Is fashion really important
in teenagers? Is it useful to have relationship among of
teens? Do social media give impact to the students’ life?
Should homework stop in school? According to the data,
it was found that from 36 texts, 11 students choose the
topic Are smartphones really dangerous? 2 students write
about is fashion really important in teenagers? 1 student
likes the topic, is it useful to have relationship among of
teens? 5 students write about do social media give impact
to the students’ life? The most favorite topic in this
writing test is Should Homework Stop in School? This
topic is chosen by 12 students.

The percentage of students chose the first topic were
25.9 % or about 14 students, after that the second topic
was 3.7% or about 2 students. The third 1, 8% topic only
chose by a student and the forth topic is 12.9% or chosen
by the 7 students. The last topic is the most favorite topic.
It is chosen by 26 students or 48.1%. In choosing the
topics, they were 6 students’ hortatory exposition text
failed. They were caused because the students only gave
the question for every topic.

Based on the data collected from students’ writing, the
first finding is about the students’ ability in building
generic structure into hortatory exposition text written by
X1 Social Class students of SMAN 8 Pekanbaru. The
students’ ability on this part is Adequate. Where the score
shows after the final score of thesis statement plus the
final score of the argument and also plus the final score of
the then divided by 3 is 2.79. It means that they have low
understanding on generic structure.

The second finding about the ability of the students in
developing cohesion in students’ hortatory exposition
text. After scoring students’ writing the final score of the
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use of reference, substitution, conjunction, ellipsis, and
including lexical cohesion in their writing, the final score
of the students’ ability can be concluded as adequate. It
shows by the result of the score of all students is 2.39
which indicates that the students still have  low
understanding in using cohesive devices in their writing
text.

Then, the third is related to students’ ability in
developing coherence in their hortatory exposition text. In
this part after analyzing and accounting the score of the
students’ writing in the part of repetition of the key noun,
pronoun, time signal and also the logical order, the
students’ ability is Good. It shows by the result of the
final score of all students is 3.60 which indicates that the
students are good in understanding on coherence devices.

There were three indicators of generic structure which
were analyzed they were thesis statement, arguments and
also conclusion. After that five indicators of cohesion
devices which were analyzed in students’ essay, for
instance, the use of ellipsis in the text, including
substitution, reference, conjunction, and lexical cohesion
and there were four indicators which indicated cohesion
devices such as the repetitions of key word/noun. Then,
the researcher also analyzed the use of pronoun in their
text, the use of transition signals, and the logical orders
developed in the text. Then, the results of the research
were supported by the analysis of each indicator of
generic structure, cohesion and coherence devices in
hortatory exposition text.

The result of this study were in line with some
researchers’ findings such as Mubarak, Hamzah, &
Radjab (2013) which stated that problems found in
argumentative writing text was similar. In addition, the
problems found in argumentative writing were quite
similar to the previous research findings. The researcher
found that only few students who were good at writing
argumentative essays in developing good cohesion and
coherence through some devices in their texts. Then, it
was found that there some of them that were worse than
those who were in high average criteria. It indicates that
the students still have problems related to cohesion and
coherence. Similarly.

The implication of this research is in relation to the
findings of the research that the Generic Structure,
Cohesion and Coherence devices need to be introduced
completely to the students of SMAN 8 Pekanbaru since
they have to improve their writing ability especially in
writing text. The generic structure will always be found in
many kinds of genre of texts. It will have different criteria
in every text. On the other hands, the cohesion and
coherence devices are helpful materials to be developed
in teaching writing at schools because these will very
important to the students ability in mastery of writing
latter. Both cohesion and also coherence as the unity of
the text and also have function to help the readers
understand what the writer mea ns, should also be
introduced to the student. In this part, will make the
reader assume that the writer have a good idea or not.
This study is limited to the students\ generic structure,
cohesion and coherence in hortatory exposition. The
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further research on analyzing the students’ generic
structure, cohesion, and coherence in other genres of texts
need to be conducted.

4. CONCLUSIONS

Based on the analysis of each indicator of generic
structure, cohesion and coherence devices from students’
hortatory exposition text, it was found that the 11 Social
Class of students’ SMAN 8 Pekanbaru ability in building
generic structure was adequate. After that, cohesion
through some devices into Hortatory Exposition text was
adequate too. Then, in the same way, it was also found the
students’ ability in building coherence through some
devices into hortatory exposition text was good.
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