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ABSTRACT

The article is devoted to the analysis of the geopolitical transformation of the world order at the turn of
the 20th - 21st centuries. The author defines the concept of *'geopolitical transformation of the world
order", outlines the chronological framework of this process. The article describes the changes and
changes in the economy, politics and the spiritual sphere that have occurred in the world community
over the past three decades. The author concludes that the geopolitical transformation of the world
model is not a one-time act, but a long process. A forecast is given that in the future, mankind is waiting
for the next cycle of cardinal transformations, taking into account the development of competition
among the world powers.
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l. INTRODUCTION
At the turn of the 20th - 21st centuries such

concepts as "geopolitics”, "transformation”, and others
were introduced into the scientific circulation and

socio-political vocabulary of Russia [1].

Several scientific works and textbooks of domestic
and foreign researchers on geopolitics were published,
which give a deep and comprehensive analysis of this
direction of political thought: Gadzhiev K. [2], Dugin
A. [3], Pereslegin S. [4], Brzezinski Z. [5], Dergachev
V. [6], Kissinger H. [7], Sorokin K. [8], Huntington S.
[9].

The Big Russian Encyclopedia gives a multivariate
interpretation of the word transformation (from Latin
transformatio -  transformation, transformation),
including international legal content [10]. However, in
this universal publication there is no definition of
"geopolitical transformation of the world order".

The problems of the geopolitical transformation of
the world are reflected in the statements of the Russian
political leadership of Russia [11], [12]. Speaking at the
plenary meeting of the St. Petersburg International

Economic Forum in June 2016, President of the
Russian Federation V.V. Putin drew attention to a
serious transformation, profound changes in the world
that affect almost all spheres of life [13].

Meanwhile, several foreign social scientists reduce
the transformation of the world order to changes in
international relations. "The Ukrainian conflict will
continue until the world geopolitical transformation
ends,” writes Ukrainian researcher V. Dergachev [14].
Firstly, V. Dergachev, in our opinion, is clearly
exaggerating the scale of the Ukrainian, exclusively
domestic conflict, and thereby tries to give it a global,
global status. Secondly, the author, analyzing the causes
and consequences of the existing Ukrainian crisis,
focuses on foreign policy discourse and considers it in
the context of the transformation of international
relations.

In 2017, the famous British political scientist,
professor of the University of Kent R. Sakwa in his
book "Russia Against All. The crisis of world order
after the Cold War "distinguishes™ four world orders "of
the last thirty years of human development [15]. The
first of them is the world order according to the
"Gorbachev model”, put forward by the Soviet leader in

Copyright © 2020 The Authors. Published by Atlantis Press SARL.

Thisis an open access article distributed under the CC BY-NC 4.0 license -http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

168


mailto:butorov_as@pfur.ru
mailto:kanygina-om@rudn.ru
mailto:lex1989@yandex.ru

ATLANTIS

PRESS

the late 80s. Its basic basis was to be the concept of a
"new political thinking” and the idea of a "common
European home". The second is the "model of George
W. Bush", which gave its own interpretation of the
arrangement of the "European home": "Europe is
integral and free." The third "world order" is the
"Trump model”, according to which the world is
characterized by global geopolitical turbulence, chaos,
and the West's loss of hegemony. According to the
typology of the British political scientist, the fourth
order is similar in its essential characteristics to the
first: the transformation of all the vectors of world
politics, equal economic cooperation, the shift of global
political power from West to East. He sees China and
Russia as the key actors in world politics [16].

In our opinion, the conditional division of R. Sakwa
of the last three decades of the world order into four
"models”, two of them are controversial. "New political
thinking™ is the foreign policy concept of the USSR
during the perestroika period. Its implementation led to
global changes in the world, but they turned out to be
beneficial only to Western countries. The Warsaw Pact
and the socialist camp were liquidated, while the North
Atlantic Alliance expanded its sphere of influence. It is
problematic to consider Europe as "integral and free"
both in the 90s and today. Moreover, the Old World is
not a world community. It should be recognized the
objectivity and validity of the third and fourth "world
orders™” of R. Sakwa - the "Trump model” and the shift
of global political power from West to East.

In our opinion, the definition of ™geopolitical
transformation of the world order" should be
understood as transformations that are global in nature
and affect the interests of all mankind in all spheres of
life - politics, economics, culture, the spiritual world.
This is a more complex, universal category compared to
a process such as the transformation of the system of
international relations. Changes and changes in world
foreign policy are dynamic, progressive. The world
geopolitical model as a state of external activity,
ensuring the inviolability of the goals of the community
of states that are necessary for it, vitally important and
common to all, is also characterized by changes and
transformations. However, they are characterized by
scale, cyclicity and multidimensionality. In the context
of the restructuring of the world order, it is not the
national-state interests of individual countries that
clash, but various opposing forces and systems,
including all kinds of blocs, alliances of states, which
often defend directly opposing positions.

1. VARIOUS LEVELS OF GEOPOLITICAL
TRANSFORMATION
The question also remains open when the

geopolitical transformation of the modern world order
began. One can hardly agree with the fact that the
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beginning of the current century laid the foundation for
it. In our opinion, the 90s became the starting point of
the global restructuring of the world, and it is directly
related to the collapse of the former USSR. In 2015, the
American magazine National Interest recognized that in
the history of mankind there were only five
superpowers - the Roman, Mongolian, British empires,
the Soviet Union and the United States. According to
the publication, the status of a superpower is different
from the status of a great empire, since only a
superpower has the resources that provide undeniable
superiority over all its rivals [17]. Until 1991, the USSR
economy was the second largest in the world in terms
of gross domestic product (GDP). In the 70s, military-
strategic parity was achieved between the USSR and
the USA. The country had significant means of
influencing other states and their policies. With the
collapse of the USSR, Russia, as its successor, lost the
position of a second superpower. According to the
ranking of countries by GDP in 2018, Russia ranks
thirteenth [18].

With the collapse of the USSR and the world
socialist system, interstate relations underwent
transformation not only between former members of the
socialist community, but also newly formed states in
the post-Soviet space. Several countries, yesterday's
Warsaw Pact allies, are Russia's geopolitical rivals and
are members of the North Atlantic Alliance. There are
several regional conflicts on the territory of the former
USSR that have remained unresolved since the collapse
of the state: Nagorno-Karabakh, Transnistria, Abkhazia,
South Ossetia, and eastern regions of Ukraine.

The transformation of the world order had a
negative impact on the socio-economic situation of
most of the Russian population and the demographic
situation in the country. Over the past few years,
incomes have declined significantly, and the number of
poor is growing. In Russia, there is an acute shortage of
labor resources. The standard of living of the
population has noticeably decreased in almost all the
former Soviet republics. More than 1 million Moldovan
citizens left the country in search of a job and a better
life [19]. The largest number of foreigners who come to
Russia to earn money are citizens of the CIS. In the first
half of 2019, 918 thousand people came to Russia from
Uzbekistan, 523.9 thousand from Tajikistan, and from
Kyrgyzstan 265 thousand, from Ukraine - 164.6
thousand, and also from Kazakhstan - 105.3 thousand
people [20].

I1l. MODERN CHALLENGES OF GEOPOLITICAL
TRANSFORMATION

The result of the global reconstruction of the world

at the turn of the century is international terrorism.

Russia was among the first states of the world
community to face this one of the most serious threats
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to humanity. The terrorist acts of September 11, 2001 in
the United States entailed political, economic, military
and humanitarian consequences on a global scale. In
October 2001, the United States launched military
operations in Afghanistan as part of Operation
Enduring Freedom. The International Security
Assistance Force in Afghanistan (ISAF) was created,
which acted in accordance with the UN Security
Council resolution of December 29, 2001. The fight
against the terrorist organization Al-Qaeda (banned in
Russia - S. B, A. B. O. K), which claimed
responsibility for the events of September 11, 2001 in
the United States, turned into disastrous consequences
not only for the peoples of Central Asia, but and other
states. In 2018, researchers at Brown University (USA)
conducted a study on the course of the "global war on
terror" conducted by the United States and its allies in
the North Atlantic Alliance. According to a scientific
report, over 17 years of the anti-terrorist operation in
Afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan (excluding Syria and a
number of countries) 507 thousand people died. The
study also notes that 2.6 million people became
refugees from Afghanistan due to hostilities, of which
1.3 million live in Pakistan and 0.9 million in Iran [21].

The fight against international terrorism has served
as a pretext for the United States and other Western
countries to fight against undesirable regimes. In our
deep conviction, the main geopolitical goal for
Washington and its NATO allies was to establish their
undivided dominance in regions rich in hydrocarbons
(Iraq, Libya, etc.). In September 2002, US President
George W. Bush, speaking at a session of the UN
General Assembly, formulated claims against Irag,
which later became the motives for the US invasion of
this country. The key ones were Iraq's accusations of
having weapons of mass destruction. He also accused
Iragi President S. Hussein of supporting terrorists in
violation of UN Security Council resolution 1373 of
September 28, 2001, "On threats to international peace
and security from terrorist acts" [22]. The leader of the
British Labor Party, J. Corbin, assessing the entry of
American troops into Irag, said that it has led to the
spread of terrorism in the Middle East. "This war was
an act of military aggression, triggered by a false
pretext,” the British politician notes. "Instead of
ensuring security within the country and abroad, a
conflict was launched that created and spread terrorist
activity in the entire (Middle East — SB, A.B.) region"
[23].

The American invasion of Iraq turned into
catastrophic consequences for one of the Middle East's
richest hydrocarbons. According to the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees, the number of Iragis who
left their country after the US aggression exceeded 2
million people 2007 [24].
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According to the Iragi scenario, the leader of the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya M. Gaddafi was removed from
the post of head of state. In March 2011, answering a
question from an Italian journalist, is he not afraid to
"end up like Saddam Hussein" (S. Hussein was
executed by the Supreme Court of Iraq in December
2006 during the period of the country's occupation by
American troops — S.B., A. B., 0.K.), the head of the
Libyan state ruled out such an outcome. At the same
time, M. Gaddafi noted that "if they (the West — S.B.,
A.B., O.K.) will behave with us like in Irag, Libya will
leave the international alliance against terrorism [25].

Under the cover of the invariable thesis of the fight
against international terrorism, dictatorial regimes and
the protection of human rights, M. Gaddafi was brutally
murdered by Al Qaeda militants with the secret
protection of the leading states of the North Atlantic
Alliance. The true reason for the physical elimination of
the Libyan leader was that the West saw a threat in the
encroachment of M. Gaddafi on the income of
transnational corporations, his global project to irrigate
the Libyan desert, the idea of introducing a pan-African
currency "gold dinar”, nationalization of a third of oil
production in Libya, etc. d. These plans deprived the
Western monopolies of colossal profits from the supply
of food, water, and oil production to the country. Libya,
which before the assassination of M. Gaddafi was one
of the most prosperous states on the African continent,
today has become an arena of civil war and a haven for
many thousands of militants of the Islamic State
terrorist organization (banned in Russia - S. B., A. B.,
0.K).

Meanwhile, over the past few years, Syria has
continued to be the forefront in countering international
terrorism. The main forces of radical Islamic groups
were concentrated on its territory. The Syrian problem,
which arose in 2011 and had initially internal causes,
was transformed into a global conflict in which the
geopolitical interests of several states clashed, including
the United States and Russia.

The military intervention of the United States and
other Western states in the civil war in Syria with the
officially proclaimed goal of the fight against
international terrorism began in 2014. However, the
military operation conducted by the United States and
the international coalition formed under their auspices,
uniting about 60 states, is carried out without the
consent of the legitimate government of Syria and
outside the UN. Russia, unlike the United States and its
partners, at the request of the Syrian political leadership
since 2015, has been fighting in this country against
radical Islamic groups. However, for the Western
world, the internal political confrontation in this
country and the war against terrorists simultaneously
became a struggle against the political leadership of the
country, headed by its leader B. Asad. By the end of
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2019, the joint efforts of Russia, the United States and
other states in Syria destroyed the main terrorist groups.
However, the Syrian conflict remains unresolved. An
obstacle to his political decision was the military
operation of Turkey under the name "Source of Peace"
against the Kurds in northeastern Syria in early October
2019. On October 22, 2019, Russian President VIadimir
Putin and Turkish President R. Erdogan in Sochi signed
a Memorandum of Understanding between the Russian
Federation and the Republic of Turkey, which is
designed to be an important step in resolving the Syrian
conflict. It is also difficult to predict what the
consequences for ending the war will turn out to be the
return of American troops to this country at the end of
October 2019.

The military confrontation in Syria turned into a real
tragedy for its people. According to the Russian
military, in August 2018, more than 6.9 million
refugees left Syria during the period of hostilities.
According to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, as of March 2020, the
number of refugees from Syria exceeds 5.5 million
[26].

The political elite of leading Western countries is
aware of the degree of danger of new threats and
challenges that have arisen in the context of the
geopolitical transformation of the world order.
Germany considers the fight against international
terrorism as one of the priority tasks of the country's
domestic and foreign policy.

At the same time, the ruling circles of the United
States and its closest allies refuse to acknowledge the
growing humanitarian catastrophe caused by armed
conflicts in Afghanistan, Irag, Libya and Syria. The
flow of millions of refugees and migrants from war
zones and dysfunctional states to Europe was the result
of the policies pursued in recent years by the United
States and members of the North Atlantic Alliance in
relation to these countries. We are deeply convinced
that 3 billion euros allocated annually by the European
Union (EU) of Turkey in exchange for help with
solving the problem of the flow of refugees do not
contribute to solving the problem of refugees [27].

The issue of migrants, caused by the geopolitical
transformation of the world order, remains one of the
most acute in the political discourse of the European
Union. According to statistics from Western experts,
the total number of migrants and refugees who migrated
from zones of international conflict and disadvantaged
states to Europe in July 2018 amounted to Immigration
to the EU-27 from non-member countries 2.4 million in
2018 [28]. The defeat of the main forces of terrorist
groups in Afghanistan, Irag, Libya and Syria is a great
success of the world community over radical Islamists,
but this is not the final victory over one of the main
threats to humanity.
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Do not underestimate the presence of the Chinese
factor. China has high-tech manufacturing sectors, and
is a world leader in many areas. The amount of
accumulated foreign direct investment operating in
China is 2.1 trillion. US $ Foreign capital has laid the
foundations for China's new industry. The Russian
economy is ten times inferior to the Chinese one. The
current economic growth rate of the PRC is 6.4 percent,
which is unattainable not only for Russia but also for
the development of Europe [29].

One of the most acute and urgent challenges facing
Russia is the increase in natural population decline.
This issue is on the agenda with the goal of finding
ways to overcome these negative trends by modernizing
approaches to reduce mortality, unemployment and
other negative factors affecting the conditions of the
demographic potential among modern young families.
According to Tatyana Maleva, director of the Institute
for Social Analysis and Forecasting, RANEPA, "Russia
cannot return to population growth and this trend for at
least 20 years can hardly be influenced [30].

The measures taken by the political leadership of
Russia to improve the demographic situation are half-
hearted and ineffective. In 2006, the State Program was
adopted to facilitate the voluntary resettlement of
compatriots living abroad in the Russian Federation
[31].

Over the 7 years of the implementation of the State
Program, only about 150 Old Believers from South
America moved to the territory of the Primorsky
Territory and Amur Region, and 2.2 thousand
compatriots moved to the territory of the entire Far
Eastern Federal District [32].

Another step of the government of the Russian
Federation, designed to stimulate the influx of
population into the Far East, was to provide Russians
with free land. The project is designed to create
favorable conditions for citizens of the country so that
they express a desire to relocate to the Far Eastern
region. According to the Agency for the Development
of Human Capital in the Far East, the total humber of
recipients of land under the program increased by 18%
in 2019 to 76.6 thousand people [33].

However, the state could not offer an attractive
perspective for the residents of Central Russia. Free
land plots were claimed in the vast majority by the Far
East themselves.

IV. CONCLUSION

We would like to draw some conclusions. The
geopolitical transformation of the world order, which
began in the 90s of the last century, acquired an
irreversible process and affected all aspects of the life
and work of the world community - economy, politics,
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culture, the spiritual sphere, etc. Its initial frontier was
the collapse of the USSR and the world socialist
system, which led to dramatic changes in the
international arena - the cessation of the Cold War,
which lasted for almost half a century, the elimination
of the confrontation of two opposing systems, the
openness of the world, and humanity's awareness of the
global problems of our time, the solution of which is
possible only if the efforts of all countries are
combined. At the same time, it led to the generation of
new threats and challenges, one of which is
international terrorism. It poses a special danger to the
general world law and order and entails tremendous
political, economic and moral losses. The events of the
last decade clearly demonstrate that the fight against
terrorism can only be waged by the efforts of the entire
world community. At the same time, the fight against
one of the main threats of the century should include
not only military means. The current world order
urgently dictates the need to address the economic,
social and humanitarian problems that have generated
international terrorism.

The process of geopolitical transformation of the
world order is unsystematic. The world is still unipolar.
The USA is the global metropolis - the only superpower
that has a dominant influence on the modern world
order. Meanwhile, the development of the world
community is undergoing qualitative changes. Over the
past two decades, China has become one of the leading
economies in the world. The leadership of China set a
goal to turn the country by 2050 the global powerful
power state in the world. It is difficult to predict
whether China will succeed in realizing its plans. With
a considerable degree of certainty, we can assume that
humanity is on the verge of a new cycle of geopolitical
transformation of the world order. It seems that it can
lead to wider changes in the world community.
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