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ABSTRACT 

Conversations between speaking partners from different cultures, such as Indonesian and native Japanese language 

speakers, may include many different topics. However, due to the differences in cultural values between the speakers, 

the Indonesian Japanese language speakers may speak with a topic that might intrude upon the native Japanese language 

speakers' privacy, not knowing sensitive topics. This issue may cause a misunderstanding between the speakers. This 

survey study aims to identify what conversation topics the Indonesian Japanese language speakers may speak to native 

Japanese speakers in an introductory conversation on the first meeting. An open-ended questionnaire was distributed to 

73 students of the Japanese Language Education Department at Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta to collect the 

data. The questionnaire included questions on conversation topics that an Indonesian student would like to discuss with 

Japanese students in five different situations, namely conversations in a cultural exchange event, conversations in 

Indonesian tourism spots, conversations in Japanese education fairs in Indonesia, conversations in Japanese cultural 

fairs in Indonesia, and conversations in Indonesian public transportation. Additionally, a follow-up interview to gather 

detailed answers was conducted with 14 students based on the questionnaire. The survey results showed that Indonesian 

students wished to discuss personal topics with Japanese students. Therefore, Indonesian students had a high chance of 

being misunderstood when communicating with Japanese students because they would consider the topic they have 

chosen to intrude on their privacy. However, as not all personal information is considered privacy-intruding, future 

survey studies on the Japanese students are necessary to identify private topics. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Communication is inseparable from everyday life. For 

communication to work well, especially during a limited 

time on the first meeting, speakers need the right 

conversation topic. For example, an introductory meeting 

may happen upon an invitation to speak with someone 

sitting next to you in the airport departure lounge while 

waiting for departure time. In this situation, how should 

communication be established, especially if the speech 

partner has a different cultural background? 

Culture and communication are closely related. 

Culture affects communication, and communication 

affects the form of culture [1]. Thus, intercultural 

understanding is essential to establish communication 

when the speakers come from different cultural 

backgrounds. 

In terms of intercultural communication, topic 

selection is an essential issue—for example, a 

conversation between native Indonesian speakers and 

native Japanese speakers. Mimaki (2018) stated that if the 

speakers have the same culture, they will share similar 

understanding regarding what topics of conversation are 

appropriate and what topics should be avoided in 

introductory conversations, which are conversations 

occurring at the first meeting between speakers speech 

partners [2]. However, the researcher argues that if an 

introductory conversation occurs between native 

Indonesian Japanese and native Japanese language 

speakers, they may not share a similar understanding of 

what topics of conversation are appropriate and should be 

avoided. 

Besides, the discussion topic must be adjusted to the 

gender, sexual identity, ethnicity, citizenship, and position 

of the speakers and speech partners [3]. If the topic of 

conversation fits these points, then the chances of 
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communication success will be high. Whether or not the 

topic of conversation that will be discussed concerns the 

privacy of the speech partner is an aspect to consider 

because there are many cases in which Indonesian 

speakers discuss a general topic among them, but it is 

considered private by native Japanese language speakers. 

The inaccuracy of the topic may intrude on the speech 

partner's privacy and cause misunderstanding. According 

to Gass & Varonis in Gudykunst & Kim (1992), 

communication problems are related to pronunciation, 

grammar, topic familiarity, intimacy with others, language 

depth with others, fluency in other languages, and social 

factors. Therefore, mastering the strategy of selecting 

conversational topics during communication is crucial [4]. 

Speakers must avoid various topics, especially topics 

related to the speech partner's privacy and choose the 

conversation topic to make the conversation run smoothly. 

If the conversation goes well because the proper topic is 

chosen, it is likely to develop a trusting relationship. 

However, the definition of privacy should be understood. 

Privacy is matters relating to personal affairs, private life, 

and secrets [5]. Privacy controls the confidentiality and 

access to information that a person must not disturb [6]. 

The realm of privacy is cultural [7]. In other words, what 

is private differs depending on the original culture. 

2. RELATED RESEARCH 

Sanjaya & Kusnendar (2018) conducted a study that 

compared the choice of conversation topics for Japanese 

speakers who are considered workers (shakaijin) and 

Indonesian speakers who were considered workers with 

surveys through closed questionnaires [8]. This research 

found that these native Indonesian speakers always asked 

names as the conversation topic with their speech partners. 

These speakers also often asked where they lived and 

came from as the topics. Sometimes, they would ask about 

home addresses, hobbies, work status, and family to their 

speech partners. Meanwhile, the conversation topics often 

raised by native Japanese speakers to their speech partners 

were names. They sometimes asked about hobbies, 

hometown, weather, holidays, work, the latest news, 

family, and social media accounts. Judging from the topics 

raised by the working native Indonesian Japanese speakers, 

they may offend the native Japanese language speakers' 

privacy because the home address is one of the topics often 

raised by the native Indonesian speakers with their speech 

partners in introductory conversations, but the topic of the 

conversation is considered privacy-intruding by native 

Japanese speakers. 

Sanjaya & Ando (2017) studied privacy among 

Japanese students and Indonesian students. The results of 

the research are shown in Table 1 below [10]. 

Table 1. Topics that are Considered Private Domain of Japanese 

Speaking Students and Indonesian Speaking Students 

Japanese Students Indonesian Students 

 Privacy 
Percentage 

of 
 Privacy 

Percentage 

of 

Respondents 

(%) 

Respondents 

(%) 

1 
Home 

address 
78.50 1 

Private 

room 
58.27 

2 GPA/Grades 77.57 2 
Part-time 

work salary 
55.91 

3 

Occupation 

of family 

members 

66.36 3 
Significant 

other 
54.33 

4 
Private 

room 
65.42 4 

Occupation 

of family 

members 

48.82 

5 

Contents of 

their 

garbage bin 

62.62 5 GPA/Grades 48.03 

6 
Family 

members 
55.14 6 

Home 

address 
26.77 

7 Birthday 53.27 7 Birthday 23.62 

8 Name 48.60 8 

Contents of 

their 

garbage bin 

23.62 

9 
Significant 

other 
43.93 9 

Family 

members 
17.32 

10 

How they 

spend 

vacations 

35.51 10 
Part-time 

work 
17.32 

11 
Part-time 

work salary 
33.64 11 Hobby 9.45 

12 
Part-time 

work 
29.91 12 Name 8.66 

13 Hobby 26.17 13 

How they 

spend 

vacations 

8.66 

Sanjaya & Ando (2017) 

  

Based on Table 1, what is considered private by 

Japanese students and Indonesian students differs. More 

than half of the topics considered private for Japanese 

students are often asked. The Japanese students consider 

their home address, GPA / grades, family work, room, 

contents of trash cans, family members, and birth date as 

private topics. Compared to the Japanese students, as a 

whole, Indonesian students have a lower percentage, and 

the private topics considered by Japanese students are only 

considered private by under 50% of Indonesian students, 

including family members, contents of trash, date of birth, 

home address, GPA / grades, and occupation. From these 

results, private topics for Japanese students are not 

considered private by Indonesian students. Students who 

speak Indonesian can offend Japanese students' privacy.  

There are several examples of previous research on 

privacy, such as the research conducted by Sanjaya & 

Ando (2017) and Sanjaya Kusnendar (2018). Both of these 

studies are studies of intercultural communication, not 

linguistics. By knowing the privacy realm of native 

Japanese speakers, conversations can smoothly run 

because one can choose the right conversation topics with 

full consideration. However, since everyone has a different 

sphere of privacy, which is considered private, someone 

might not be private for someone else. The researcher 

argues that native Indonesian speakers can converse 

fluently with native Japanese speakers even if the 

Indonesian speakers do not know Japanese speakers' 

privacy domain. If native Japanese speakers show an 

expression or gesture indicating a dislike of the topic being 

discussed, it means their privacy is offended. Thus, when 

a native Indonesian speaker does not realize the 

conversation topic is offensive, they should recognize the 
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native Japanese speakers' expressions or gestures and 

consider choosing other topics more carefully. 

This survey study is a more extensive study on avoiding 

addressing Japanese speakers' privacy in linguistic studies. 

This survey was conducted to further explore Japanese 

speakers' privacy after considering the research results of 

Sanjaya & Ando (2017). The data in Sanjaya & Ando's 

research were taken through a closed questionnaire with a 

set of answers that the researcher considered inadequate, 

and the research did not explore in what situations the 

topics of conversation were considered private. Thus, for 

this preliminary survey, the researcher gathered data 

through open questionnaires and follow-up interviews to 

determine what topics of conversation were raised by 

Indonesian students during introductory conversations 

with Japanese students. Then, from the data obtained, the 

researcher identified any topics related to personal 

information and studied topics of conversation that were 

considered private by Japanese speaking students. 

3. RESEARCH METHOD 

The researcher surveyed what topics Indonesian 

speaking students would like to discuss with Japanese 

speaking students in introductory conversations to 

determine which topics were considered private by 

Japanese speaking students. The researcher used 

questionnaires and conducted follow-up interviews to 

obtain more detailed data than previous studies. The 

following is the survey method that the researcher used. 

3.1. Data Collection through Questionaire 

 The questionnaire that the researcher used was an open-

ended questionnaire to find out what topics of 

conversation Indonesian students wanted to discuss with 

Japanese students on their first meeting (introductory 

conversation) in five different situations, as shown below. 

  As explained above, the questionnaire questions were 

arranged in five different situations. The five situations' 

determination was because of the conversation's place and 

duration influencing the topics discussed. For example, in 

Situation 1, namely conversations on cultural exchanges, 

conversations could take a long time, various kinds of 

conversation topics could be discussed, and there were 

opportunities to build friendships while in Situation 3, the 

conversation objectives had been set, the topics discussed 

were narrower, and even to make a friendship, the topics 

should be chosen more carefully. Thus, the questionnaire 

questions were arranged based on the length of the 

conversation that might occur and the variation of the 

conditions and situations. 

The questionnaire's respondents and the participants 

for the follow-up were students of the Japanese Language 

Education Study Program of Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Yogyakarta for the 2019/2020 Academic Year. A random 

sampling technique took respondents, and a total of 73 

respondents were obtained from all students (level I-level 

IV). 

After the questionnaire data were collected, all the 

topics obtained from the data were categorized. The 

categorization process is carried out by dividing the 

discussion topics into general discussion topics and 

situational topics. The general discussion topics were 

further divided into two types, namely topics raised by 

Indonesian students and Japanese students, and topics 

only raised by Indonesian students. The categorization of 

discussion topics will be further discussed in more detail 

in Section 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 1 Categorization of Conversation Topics 

 

After the topics of conversation had been categorized, 

the researcher collected and concluded the types of 

conversation topics for each situation and their numbers, 

and at the end, the researchers compared them with the 

results obtained from the follow-up interviews. 

3.2. Data Gathering through Follow Up 

Interview on Indonesian Students 

 After the data collection through questionnaires was 

carried out, the researcher conducted a follow-up 

interview to explore further the answers based on the 

questionnaire's data analysis. The follow-up interview 

participants were 14 students from the questionnaire 

respondents, consisting of two first-year students, four 

sophomores, four juniors, and four seniors. Follow-up 

interview questions were the same as in the questionnaire, 

but the researcher tried to get more detail from the answers 

obtained from the questionnaire by asking questions such 

as, "Will you continue communication after the 

introductory conversation with Japanese speaking 

students is over?" or "Do you intend to make friends after 

the introductory conversation with Japanese speaking 

students is over?", "If you intend to make friends with 

Situation 1 : Conversations with Japanese students at cultural 

exchange events at universities in Indonesia 

Situation 2 : Talking to Japanese students or Japanese people 
who are approximately 20 years old at tourist 

attractions in Indonesia 

Situation 3 : Talking to Japanese students or Japanese people 
who are approximately 20 years old at a Japanese 

education fair in Indonesia 

Situation 4 : Talking to Japanese students or Japanese people 
who are approximately 20 years old at a Japanese 

cultural festival in Indonesia 

Situation 5 : Talking to Japanese students or Japanese people 

who are approximately 20 years old who happen 

to be sitting next to them on public transportation 

Category

General Discussion 
topics

Topics that may be 
raised by both 

Indonesian students 
and Japanese students

Topics that are only 
raised by Indonesian 

students

Situational Topics
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them, what topics of conversation or information will you 

cover?". Data from the follow-up interview were collected 

and categorized under the same theme as the questionnaire 

data, along with its frequency 

4. FINDING AND DISCUSSION  

4.1. Results of the Questionnaire 

 Based on the questionnaire results, from all (five) 

conversation situations, there were 171 topics of 

conversation that Indonesian Japanese-language speaking 

students wanted to discuss with native Japanese language 

speaking students. The results of data categorization, as 

described in Section 3.1, are shown in Table 2 below. 

Table 2. Types of Conversation Topics of Indonesian Speaking 

Students through a Questionnaire 

Category Types of Topics 

Nu

mb

er 

of 

To

pic

s 

Perc

enta

ge 

(%) 

General 

Discussi

on 

Discussi

on 

Topics 

for 

Indonesi

an 

Speaking 

Students 

and 

Japanese 

Speaking 

Students  

Indonesian 

& Japanese 

Culture 

Culture, food, life, pop 

culture, ethics, festival, 

language, rules, dating 

methods (date), 

souvenirs, games, 

literature, customs, 

traditions, tea 

ceremony (cha no yu), 

representations in 

Indonesia and Japan, 

trend, nightlife, 

regional peculiarities, 

competitions, prizes for 

the competition, art, 

celebrations, holidays, 

religion, 

communication, 

marriage, film, 

traditional clothing, 

culture shock, 

adaptation to life in 

indonesia, fruits, 

weather, tourist 

attractions, cost, 

technology, climate, 

area, crime, economy, 

season, information 

about the country, 

employment system, 

facilities, facilities in 

Indonesian shopping 

centers, expenses, 

history, prices, 

differences between 

Indonesia and Japan, 

current news, famous 

places, general 

information, animals, 

politics, social 

problems, pollution, 

morals in japan, places 

in japan, jobs in japan, 

points of interest in 

japan, mosques in 

japan, security in japan, 

japanese customs, 

trivia, books, 

education, JLPT 

requirements, learning 

method, school system, 

educational institution, 

education system,  

length of study,  things 

learned in college,  

number of students 

75 
43.8

6 

Personal 

Information 

hometown, daily 

activities, work, social 

media accounts, 

college affiliation, 

hobbies, contact 

numbers, favorite 

things, address in 

Indonesia, age, stories 

from childhood, 

holidays, names, home 

addresses, mobile 

phone number, 

experience, activities in 

Indonesia, place of 

residence, preferred 

places, motivation, how 

long they have been in 

Indonesia, impressions 

about Indonesia, places 

they have visited, 

opinions about 

Indonesia, exchanging 

of opinions, impression 

of living in Indonesia, 

difficulties while living 

in Indonesia, the 

purpose of coming to 

Indonesia, things you 

like about Indonesia, 

impressions about 

Indonesians, 

impressions, sources of 

knowledge about 

Indonesia, how many 

times have they been to 

Indonesia, the feeling 

of wanting to stay in 

Indonesia, obstacles 

during their stay in 

Indonesia , who they 

came to Indonesia with, 

do they want to stay in 

Indonesia, do they want 

to come back to 

Indonesia, how they 

came to Indonesia, their 

needs / affairs in 

Indonesia, their 

roommates in 

Indonesia 

41 
23.9

8 

Star of the 

Conversatio

n 

self-introduction, 

greeting 
2 1.17 

Discussi

on 

Topics 

Raised 

only by 

Indonesi

an 

Students 

 

Offers and 

Suggestions 

from 

Indonesian 

Speaking 

Students 

suggestions of tourist 

attractions, deals, 

advice on coming to 

Indonesia, offers of 

assistance, offers of 

guidance, food 

suggestions 

6 3.51 

Situational 

Conversation Topics 

Tourist 

Attractions 

in 

Indonesia 

and Related 

Matters 

reasons for choosing 

Indonesia as a tourist 

destination, 

impressions about 

tourist attractions, 

tourist facilities, 

reasons for choosing 

tourist attraction, the 

atmosphere of tourist 

attraction, experience 

at a tourist attraction 

6 3.51 

Matters 

related to 

Japanese 

Education 

Fair 

examination system, 

college, environment 

study, lectures, things 

to do, university events, 

things studied,   

references, information 

about study in Japan, 

study in Japan, barriers 

of studying in Japan, 

requirements to study 

in Japan, scholarship, 

college dormitories, 

official websites, 

student exchange, 

internship program, 

shops, pamphlets, 

stands (booths), 

education exhibitions, 

booth operating hours, 

23 
13.4

5 
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the enthusiasm of 

visitors to educational 

exhibitions 

Japanese 

Culture 

Festival in 

Indonesia 

impression about 

Japanese cultural 

festivals, criticism and 

opinions of Japanese 

cultural festivals, items 

sold at Japanese 

cultural festivals, items 

obtained, lack of 

Japanese cultural 

festivals they have 

attended, 

performances, 

enthusiasm for 

Japanese cultural 

festivals 

 

7 4.09 

Traveling 

and 

Transportat

ion 

transportation, travel 

destinations, travel 

impressions, 

transportation 

convenience, views 

along the way, private 

vehicles, transportation 

volume, transportation 

difficulties in 

Indonesia, train ride 

frequency, travel 

safety, access to 

transportation use 

11 6.43 

Total 171 100 

 

From Table 2, the topics discussed by Indonesian 

students to Japanese students in the introductory 

conversation are mainly concerning Indonesian and 

Japanese culture. Furthermore, the topics that they would 

like to discuss are topics related to personal information. 

Unlike the topics of conversation categorized by general 

topics of conversation, speaking topics categorized based 

on situational topics of conversation are few. The reason 

is that the topic is only limited to specific situations, while 

general topics of conversation are not limited to one 

situation. 

 Next, from the category of discussion topics based on 

general topics of conversation, there are two types of 

conversation topics, namely topics raised by Indonesian 

students and Japanese students and topics raised only by 

Indonesian students. Between the two types, the types of 

topics of conversation that Indonesian students can raise 

are very varied (far more than the second type). There are 

many discussion topics because these topics can be used 

reciprocally between Indonesian speaking students and 

Japanese speaking students. The type of topic of 

conversation that only Indonesian students raise is when 

the speakers (Indonesian Japanese-language speaking 

students) themselves offer and give suggestions to their 

speech partners (native Japanese-language speaking 

students). For example, when the conversation topic 

recommends a tourist attraction, Indonesian students can 

actively talk about it even if the Japanese students do not 

ask questions about the tourism objects. Other examples 

include offers for food. In Sundanese and Javanese tribes, 

it is customary to offer food to other people when they 

bring food. Therefore, food offers are included in the type 

of topic of conversation that only Indonesian students 

raise. 

 The following are the data analysis results from a 

questionnaire regarding which respondents most raised 

categories of conversation topics. The results of the data 

analysis are shown in Table 3 below. 

Table 3. Number of Respondents Based on Conversation Topics 

from Questionnaires  

Category 

Number of Respondents in the 

Situation To

tal 

Perce

ntage 

(%) 1 2 3 4 5 

Indonesian and Japanese 

Culture 

26

2 
83 76 98 51 

57

0 
48.59 

Personal information 45 87 43 62 60 
29

7 
25.32 

Conversation starter 10 11 7 17 19 64 5.46 

 Offers and Suggestions from 

Indonesian students 
0 8 0 2 1 11 0.94 

Indonesian Tourist Attractions 0 40 0 3 0 43 3.66 

Things related to Japanese 

Education Fairs 
0 0 

11

4 
0 0 

11

4 
9.71 

Japanese Culture Festivals in 

Indonesia 
0 0 0 15 0 15 1.28 

Trip and Transportation 4 5 0 0 53 62 5.29 

Total 
32

1 

23

4 

23

7 

19

7 

18

4 

1,1

73 
100 

 

 Based on the data collected through a questionnaire, 

Indonesian and Japanese culture's conversation topic is the 

most discussed. It is because this category has the most 

varied types of conversation topics raised in any situation. 

The second-largest category is the personal information 

category. It appears that there is a considerable gap 

between these two categories and the other categories. 

Since the categories of situational topics of discussion are 

only raised in certain situations, there is a massive 

difference between the categories compared to the general 

conversation topics. 

4.2. Results of the Interview 

 Next, in this section, the researcher describes the results 

of the follow-up interview. Discussion topics obtained 

through follow-up interviews conducted with 14 

participants from all questionnaire respondents were 

categorized as categorizing questionnaire findings. The 

results of the discussion topic categorization from the 

follow-up interview findings are shown in Table 4 below. 

Table 4. Conversation Topics Gathered from Indonesian 

Students through Follow-Up Interview 

Category Types of Topics 

N

u

m

be

r 

of 

T

op

ic

s 

Per

ce

nta

ge 

(%

) 

General 

Discuss

ion 

Topics 

Discussion 

Topics for 

Indonesian 

Speaking 

Students and 

Japanese 

Speaking 

Students  

Indones

ian and 

Japanes

e 

Culture 

Indonesian and Japanese 

culture, pop culture, 

similarities between 

Indonesian and Japanese 

culture, regional foods, 

ethics, social life, tourist 

attractions in Indonesia and 

Japan, the latest news, 

economy and life, politics, 

social issues, life in Japan, 

dating life in Japan, trends 

in Japan, the latest news in 

Japan, the weather in Japan, 

27 
40.

09 
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tourist attractions in Japan, 

anime, games, exciting 

things in Indonesia, 

Indonesian history, about 

Indonesia, education in 

Japan,  students' life in 

Japan,  the education 

system,  education in 

Indonesia and Japan, how to 

study in Japan, 

Persona

l 

Informa

tion 

social media accounts, 

hobbies, home address, 

LINE ID, email address, 

hometown, address in 

Indonesia, city of residence, 

favorite Indonesian cuisine, 

cell phone number, plans 

after graduation, daily 

activities, stories from their 

childhood, personal 

experience, reasons for 

being a stand keeper, 

department/faculty of stand 

keeper, reasons for 

choosing the 

department/faculty, the 

impression of being a stand 

keeper, family, passion, 

reasons for choosing a 

hobby, interest in education,  

how long they will stay in 

Indonesia, why they came to 

Indonesia, how many times 

they have been to Indonesia, 

impressions about 

Indonesian people 

26 
39.

39 

Discussion 

Topics 

Raised only 

by 

Indonesian 

Students 

 

Offers 

and 

Suggest

ions 

from 

Indones

ian 

Speakin

g 

Student

s 

invitations to take photos, 

invitations to other tourist 

sites 

2 
3.0

3 

Situational Conversation 

Topics 

Indones

ian 

Touris

m 

reasons for choosing 

Indonesia as a destination 

recommended tourist 

attraction in Indonesia 

2 
3.0

3 

Matters 

related 

to 

Japanes

e 

Educati

onal 

Fair 

studying in Japan, 

scholarships, who pay 

tuition fees, opportunities to 

work in Japan, study 

opportunities in Japan, 

student exchanges,  the 

impression of Japanese 

education fair in Indonesia, 

the enthusiasm of 

Indonesians in learning 

Japanese 

8 
12.

12 

Japanes

e 

Cultura

l 

Festival

s in 

Indones

ia 

Music and songs 1 
1.5

2 

Total 66 
10

0% 

  

In Table 4, the number of categories and the types of 

talking topics found from follow-up interviews are less 

than those found in the questionnaire. The categories 

included offers, suggestions from Indonesian speaking 

students, conversation starters, and travel and 

transportation in the questionnaire result category. 

However, these categories were not found in the follow-

up interview. On the other hand, the follow-up interviews 

found the invitation category from students who spoke 

Indonesian. This finding was obtained because the 

researcher asked the participants in the follow-up 

interview about whether they would invite Japanese 

students to take a photo together or not. 

Judging from the number of types of topics of 

conversation, the category of Indonesian and Japanese 

culture became the category with the highest number of 

types of topics of conversation, followed by the category 

of personal information. Compared to other categories, 

these two categories are very different in number. 

In Table 4, there are topics of conversation, such as a 

home address, family, cell phone numbers, social media 

accounts, LINE ID. These topics were founded in Sekizaki 

(2016) research that showed international students raise 

topics related to social media (SNS) when conversing with 

Japanese students at the first meeting in a contact situation 

[11]. These topics were considered private by Japanese 

students, although they were not brought up in most 

situations. These conversation topics can breach Japanese-

speaking students' privacy because, based on Sanjaya & 

Kusnendar (2018) statement, mobile phone numbers, 

social media accounts, and email addresses are considered 

private for working Japanese speakers [8]. The same may 

be right for Japanese students. Moreover, the follow-up 

interview results also found sensitive topics of 

conversation about politics and social issues. 

Furthermore, the researcher presented the data analysis 

results from the follow-up interviews regarding which 

category of conversation topics the participants raised the 

most. The results of the data analysis are shown in Table 

5 below. 

Table 5. Number of Respondents Based on Discussion Topic 

Categories from Answers to the Follow Up Interview 

Categories 

Number of Respondents in the 

Situation Tot

al 

Percen

tage 

(%) 1 2 3 4 5 

Indonesian and Japanese 

Culture 
23 11 3 4 3 44 21.36 

Personal Information 33 28 32 24 26 
14

3 
69.42 

Invitations from Indonesian 

Speakers 
0 3 1 0 0 4 1.94 

Indonesian Tourism 0 5 0 0 0 5 2.43 

Matters related to Japanese 

Educational Fair 
0 0 9 0 0 9 4.37 

Japanese Cultural Festivals 

in Indonesia 
0 0 0 1 0 1 0.49 

Total 56 45 46 29 29 
20

6 
100 

 

 Table 5 above shows a difference between the results of 

the follow-up interviews and the questionnaire, namely 

that in the results of the follow-up interviews, the personal 

information category is the category of conversation 

topics raised the most by Indonesian students. However, 

in Table 4, this category is not the most varied because it 

is often raised when conversations occur between 

Indonesian speakers. Then, from the participants' 

questioning results, they wanted to continue 

communication using social media after the face-to-face 

conversation (contact situation) ended and wanted to build 

deeper relationships. Therefore, Indonesian students 

would like to talk about social media accounts, LINE ID, 

Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 518

381



  

and email addresses to Japanese students. They were still 

in the introductory conversation. The second-largest 

number of topics for discussion is Indonesian and 

Japanese culture because it is a general topic of 

conversation and can be discussed in all situations. 

 From the results of this follow-up interview, Indonesian 

students have a high probability of intruding upon 

Japanese students' privacy because they tend to discuss 

topics of conversation related to Japanese students' 

personal information in introductory conversations. 

However, since not all topics of conversation regarding 

personal information are included in topics of 

conversation that interfere with Japanese students' privacy, 

at a later stage, the researcher needed to survey Japanese 

students to find out what topics of conversation were 

considered private. 

4.3. Comparison Between Questionnaire Results 

and Follow-Up Interview Results 

Comparing the results of the questionnaire and the 

follow-up interview, both show that the category of 

Japanese and Indonesian culture and the category of 

personal information are the categories with the most 

significant number of types of conversation topics. 

Besides, these two categories have a gap in numbers 

different from other categories of conversation topics. A 

comparison of the number of types of discussion topics 

based on the results of the questionnaire and the results of 

the follow-up interviews can be seen in Table 6 below 

Table 6. Comparison of Questionnaire Results and Follow-Up 

Interview Results Viewed from the Category of Discussion 

Topics and the Number of Types of Discussion Topics 

Questionnaire Results Follow Up Interview Results 

Category 

Number of 

Types of 

Conversatio

n Topics 

Per

ce

nta

ge 

(%

) 

Category 

Number of 

Types of 

Conversatio

n Topics 

Per

ce

nta

ge 

(%

) 

Indonesian and 

Japanese 

Culture 

75 
43.

86 

Indonesian and 

Japanese 

Culture 

27 
40.

09 

Personal 

Information 
41 

23.

98 

Personal 

Information 
26 

39.

39 

Conversation 

Starters 
2 

1.1

7 
 

Offers and 

Suggestions 

from 

Indonesian 

Students 

6 
3.5

1 

Offers and 

Suggestions 

from 

Indonesian 

Students 

2 
3.0

3 

Tourism in 

Indonesia 
6 

3.5

1 

Tourism in 

Indonesia 
2 

3.0

3 

Japanese 

Education 

Fairs 

23 
13.

45 

Japanese 

Education 

Fairs 

8 
12.

12 

Japanese 

Cultural Fairs 

in Indonesia 

7 
4.0

9 

Japanese 

Cultural Fairs 

in Indonesia 

1 
1.5

2 

Traveling and 

Transportation 
11 

6.4

3 
   

Total 171 
10

0 
100% 66 

10

0% 

 

Japanese and Indonesian Culture and personal 

information are the most discussed categories from the 

number of discussion topics. However, based on the 

follow-up interviews, it was clear that topics related to 

personal information were the topics most Indonesian 

students used. The number of discussions on the topic was 

because Indonesian speaking students talked about social 

media accounts, LINE ID, and email addresses to 

Japanese students to continue communicating after the 

introductory conversation to build further relationships. 

The results of questionnaires and follow-up interviews 

regarding the many categories of conversation topics that 

Indonesian students want to discuss with Japanese 

students can be seen in Table 7 below. 

Table 7 Comparison of Questionnaire Results and Follow-Up 

Interview Results in terms of the Appearance Frequency of 

Conversation Topic that Indonesian Speaking Students Want to 

Talk about 

Questionnaire Results Follow Up Interview Results 

Category 

Appe

aranc

e 

Freq

uenc

y of 

Conv

ersati

on 

Topi

cs  

Perc

enta

ge 

(%) 

Category 

Appe

aranc

e 

Freq

uenc

y of 

Conv

ersati

on 

Topi

cs  

Perc

enta

ge 

(%) 

Indonesian and 

Japanese Culture 
636 

54.2

2 

Indonesian and 

Japanese Culture 
46 

22.4

4 

Personal Information 297 
25.3

2 
Personal Information 140 

68.2

9 

Conversation 

Starters 
64 5.46  

Offers and 

Suggestions from 

Indonesian Students 

11 0.94 

Offers and 

Suggestions from 

Indonesian Students 

4 1.95 

Tourism in 

Indonesia 
43 3.66 

Tourism in 

Indonesia 
5 2.44 

Japanese Education 

Fairs 
45 3.84 

Japanese Education 

Fairs 
9 4.39 

Japanese Cultural 

Fairs in Indonesia 
15 1.28 

Japanese Cultural 

Fairs in Indonesia 
1 0.49 

Traveling and 

Transportation 
62 5.29  

Total 1173 100 100% 205 100 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

From the questionnaires and follow-up interviews, 

there were many conversation topics that Indonesian 

speaking students wanted to discuss with Japanese 

students in introductory conversations, and many of those 

topics were related to personal information. Students who 

speak Indonesian are highly likely to cause 

misunderstandings when having conversations with 

Japanese students during the introductory conversation by 

bringing the topics that were considered private by native 

Japanese language speaking students. However, since not 

all topics of conversation related to personal information 

are considered private, future survey studies on topics that 

could potentially offend privacy considered by native 

Japanese language speakers are needed. From the next 

research findings, Japanese learners can know how and 

what topics should not be chosen and how and what topics 
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should be discussed with Japanese speakers in the 

conversation that occurs at the first encounter. 
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