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ABSTRACT

Event noun is an atypical noun, representing event instead of object. Based on the theory of frames semantics, this
article aims at studying the semantic frames and quantitative characteristics of event nouns and finds that nouns in the
same event domain have the same semantic frame. Generally speaking, the core frame elements of greater prominence
are more likely to form event nouns. Besides, the quantitative characteristic of event noun is closely related to its
semantic frame, maintaining the features of the spatiality of common noun, so that it can co-occur with noun
classifiers. Furthermore, event noun boasts the temporal and bounded characteristics of social phenomena, for which it
can co-occur with time classifiers and verb classifiers as well.
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1. INTRODUCTION human activities like “preliminary” and “parade”
[3]. Similarly, Lu divided these nouns into two

The universe is composed of objects and events. categories: the “complex events” mainly representing
Objects, associating with space, are real entities, while social phenomena and “non- autonomous events”

events, associating with time, are relationships and referring to natural phenomena [1].
dynamic changes of various objects. The concept of
“event” is widely used in language and can manifest as
sentences or even as event nouns, transferring
information in communication. Therefore, event noun
emerges as atypical noun as it has the temporal semantic

This research attempts to study event nouns with the
frames semantics theory. According to the theory,
people understand word meaning with the help of its
semantic frame.

characteristics of verb as well as the spatial The concept of “frames” was introduced into
characteristics of noun. This research will explore the linguistic by Charles Fillmore who believes that
semantic frames and quantitative characteristics of “frames” is a conceptual system. For those who aspire
Chinese event nouns. to understand any concepts in the system, he must figure

out the overall structure. According to frames semantics,
2. RELATED RESEARCHES the comprehending and defining of the word meaning

) ) ) . . rely on the frame itself. The interpretation of any
Event noun is the manifestation of the “process” of  concept in the frame must refer to structure, belief and

actions, behaviours, and events [1]. _It_ has dy_namit_:, practical experience of daily life.
procedural, and temporal characteristics, which is ) ) o
different from common noun Semantica“y_ DomeStlca“y, the Study on event nouns, In the initial

stage so far, has focused on its definition and the

Zeno Vendler finds some English nouns such as description of its syntactic functions, and has done little
“fire” and “blizzard” are different from those nouns like to the semantic characteristics and cognitive

“table”, “crystal” and “cow” [2]. Denoting an event mechanisms.
instead of an object and emerging as temporal entity,
they can happen, start, stop or be observed. Yu, from the
perspective of meaning, categorized event nouns into
two groups, i.e. natural phenomena such as

9

“thundershowers”, “droughts” and “storms” and certain

Copyright © 2021 The Authors. Published by Atlantis Press SARL.
Thisis an open access article distributed under the CC BY-NC 4.0 license -http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/. 186



ATLANTIS

PRESS

3. THE SEMANTIC FRAMES OF CHINESE
EVENT NOUNS

Fillmore believes that “frame” does not exist in the
real world, but emerges as a prototype that can explain
the complicated relationships between word and the real
world and is influenced by the background of social
activities [4]. It is necessary to provide a conceptual
structure of background for those who wants to
understand the meaning of a word. The structure is what
we call “semantic frame”. The frame connects empirical
knowledge with language structure, facilitating the
description and understanding of the word meaning. In
other word, with the semantic frame and the way in
which it describes, it’s more convenient to study the
relationship between words in the same frame.

Frame semantic analysis is dynamic in connecting
scenes. That is to say, meaning is related to scenes, but
scenes are not identical with meaning, as meaning
cannot be explained without language users. The
participants and external factors are considered as frame
elements, which refer to myriad roles constituting the
semantic structure in a certain semantic frame, such as
buyer, seller, commodity, price and time in the domain
of transaction.

The prototype of Chinese event noun for
competition is “Bisai”(LL 3§ ‘match’), which can be
used as a verb to mean comparing skills and techniques
in sports, production or other activities. Also, it serves
as a noun, referring to “competitive activities” (The
Contemporary  Chinese  Normative  Dictionary).
Generally speaking, elements of the match domain
include factors like agency, event/affair, tool, process,
result, scope, location, time, quantity and restriction.
Most of the event nouns are attribute-center structure,
consisting of a modifying morpheme and a central
morpheme “sai” (3§ ‘match’).

With the retrieving function of BCC corpus, a query
formulation, “v/nfa/d + sai”, will be used as keywords
to retrieve the corpus [5]. After deleting the downloaded
interference indexes, it is found that the modifying
morphemes of event nouns can be nominal or
non-nominal.

E.g.

Noun+sai:

20qi0 sai £ ERTE “football match’;

zhang'ai sai [#15 %% ‘obstacle course’;

tuanti sai FEFE ‘team match’;

Jjinpdi sai k3% “gold medal match’

Verb+ sai:

gaobié sai 2 73§ ‘farewell match’;
réshen sai #45 4§ ‘warm-up match’
Adjective+sai:

cishan sai 223 %% “charity match’;
zhéngshi sai 1ExFE ‘official match’
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The modifying morpheme inside a event noun can
even be a phrase.

E.g.:

Phrase+sai:

jihou sai 2= /5 7€ ‘playoffs’;

Jjidshi sai JI 2Eovertime’

Besides the morphological construction of event
nouns, the frame elements in the match domain can also
serve as modifiers in event nouns.

E.g.:

Agent + sai:

Xinxiu sai #1753 ‘rookie game’;

quadn mingxing sai 2= 2 3% ‘all-star game’;
gérén sai ™ A %% ‘individual game’

Events / affairs + sai:

réudao sai FiE %% “Judo competitions’;
méni sai #FUEE ‘simulation competitions’;
danxiang sai *.113% ‘individual events’

Tools + sai:

|6ngzhou sai /43§ ‘Dragon Boat Race’;
zixingche sai BT 4% ‘Bicycle Race’;
wdngqiv sai WERFE ‘Tennis Race’
Process + sai:

Xidozii sai /NHFE “group stage’;

fujia sai fftng§ ‘play-offs’;

ban juésai %€ ‘semi-finals’®

Results + sai:

guanjinsai %3¢ ‘championship’;
jinbidosai #itr3E ‘tournament’

Range + sai:

quanguo sai 4=[E3¥ ‘National Competition’

Location + sai:

xidoyuan sai B[ %€ ‘campus competition’;
shinéi sai 3% ‘indoor competition’
Time + sai:

jihousai Z53¢ ‘playoffs’

The value and role of different frame elements are
not the same in a frame. According to the criteria of
significance, frame elements fall into two types: core
elements and non-core elements. The core element
refers to the foreground component that is highlighted in
a frame. As the most critical component, it shows the
feature of a frame. And different frames involve
different types and quantities of core elements.
Non-core element, referring to the background element,
does not show the characteristics of a frame and is not
highlighted. Besides, non-core elements appear in
nearly all frames and are often called peripheral
elements. The typical examples of them are time and
location [6].
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Among the above-mentioned event nouns, agents,
things/affairs and tools are core elements, acting as the
prominent foreground, while process, result, scope,
location and time are peripheral elements of
background. Furthermore, in terms of statistic data, the
number of event nouns composed of certain frame
elements, such as agents, things/affairs and tools, is far
greater than that of peripheral elements. In other words,
core elements are the focus of cognition, while the
non-core one, serving as the background, is not.

Thus, in the match domain, basketball, chess, judo
and cycle are the focus of cognition and also the most
distinguishing elements. And they work as the core
elements in the semantic frame naturally, which appear
more frequently than non-core ones.

To sum up, each frame formulation has a specific
frame semantic construction. As the background of the
semantic frame and a lemma that can activate the match
scene, the head morpheme “sai” can co-occur with all
types of frame elements. Some highlighted core
elements such as agents, things/affairs and tools, tend to
appear more frequently and are more likely to form
event nouns.

4. THE QUANTITATIVE
CHARACTERISTICS AND COGNITIVE
INTERPRETATION OF CHINESE EVENT
NOUNS

One prominent characteristic of Chinese is the
collocation of classifiers and nouns, which is different
from Indo-European languages. Classifiers are often
used as a syntactic criterion for semantic classification
of nouns and are classified into noun classifier, verb
classifier and time classifier. Noun classifiers are
modifiers of nouns which indicate the number of objects
while verb classifiers are usually used after verbs to
indicate the times of actions, and time classifiers
represent the quantity of time. Han Lei, by studying the
frequency of combination of the typical event nouns and
classifiers in the CCL corpus, found that the priority of
collocation is shown as follow: verb classifier > time
classifier > noun classifier. She believes that the
[+temporal] semantic characteristic of classifiers and
event nouns are reasons for such phenomena [7].

Similarly, it is found that event nouns of matches
can co-occur with verb classifiers, time classifiers, and
noun classifiers in the BCC corpus.

E.g.l

JE[EF AR EVRGL T AR N\ MR EEE
%®.

Yingguo zhuming saiché zdzhipingxu dn zhong
pingxudn chiile quan shijié baghong zui jia fangchesai.

The well-known British racing magazine has
selected eight best touring car races in the world.

Advancesin Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 517

E.g.2

W E BATHRIE ) M T B S 3 .

Zhongguddui jihua zai gudngzhou jinxing
lidngchdng réshensai.

The Chinese team plans to play two warm-up
matches in Guangzhou.

E.g.3

I KU/ 2 0 3-ihnid 3§ .

(Shuangfang) zh ihdo zai ti 20 fenzhong jiashisai.

(Both sides) have to play another 20 minutes of
overtime.

Language is a manifestation of people's thinking
mode in understanding objective events. With human’s
cognitive ability, the construction of verbal events
reflects objective events through syntactic functions,
indirectly but actively.

Among above examples, E.g. 1 illustrates a noun
classifier “zh ong”(# ‘type’) modifying event noun
“fangchésai” (53¢ touring car race’); E.g. 2 shows
that a verb modifier “chdng”(3%‘used as an indefinite
article in entertainment or sports’ ) modifying event
noun “réshénsai” (35 F&‘warm-up match’ ); and a
time classifier “fenzhong”( 7> # ‘minute’) modifies
“jiashisai” (JIBT 3 overtime’ ) in E.g. 3.

Language is a subjective manifestation of the
objective world, and the quantitative characteristics of
words are also closely related to their semantic
characteristics. Firstly, the semantic characteristics of
the noun’s spatiality still remains with the event noun
even it is an atypical one. As such, it can co-occur with
noun classifier “zhong”(Ff“type’) syntactically in E.g. 1,
indicating the types of objects or events.

Secondly, event nouns of match are also
manifestation of social phenomena in language. With
the characteristics of temporality, they can co-occur
with time classifiers such as “fénzhong” in E.g. 2. It is
very common that matches usually last for hours or days,
and results of competitions are often recorded with
minute or second in the real word. After retrieving the
BCC corpus, it is found that event nouns of match are
often associated with time classifiers which indicating
minute or seconds, but seldom connects with those
representing week, month or year.

E.g4

e RERIERA N T AR RN DHEFEFF .

Pingpang qiU bisai jiéshule weéiqi li dngtian de
Xid0zsai zhengdud.

A _two-day group competition of table tennis
ended.

E.g.5

L AN IR A S R .

Jingguo lidnggebanxidoshi de jidasai cdi fénchi
gaoxia.
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After two and a half hours of playoffs, the ultimate
winner has been decided.

E.g.6

TR, L/ R 28 4 12 2 058 (MR &i3F1F T

Weimidn guanjiin y1 1 Xidoshi 28 fen 12 mido 058
de chéngjt duo délido fenzhansai guanjin.

The defending champion won the race
championship in 1 hour 28 minutes 12 seconds 058.

Finally, event noun also has the characteristic of
boundedness. Each competition or match is a complete
event, with the starting point and the ending point. The
boundedness of common nouns refer to the boundedness
in space, while the boundedness of event nouns refer to
the boundedness in time, which is also the cognitive
boundary of a specific event in the real world.

Therefore, event nouns, reflecting scenes of match,
can also syntactically co-occur with verb classifiers such
as “ci”(¥X ‘times’) to indicate the quantity and frequency
of those events.

After searching the corpus with the combination of
event nouns and classifiers, it is found that the order of
priority is similar to the findings of Han [7]: verb
classifier > temporal classifier > noun classifier. On the
one hand, the [+temporal] semantic characteristics of
the classifier account for the above priority; on the other
hand, it illustrates the fact that the cognitive boundary,
frequency and amplitude of matches are the measuring
focus of the semantic frame.

A safe conclusion can be reached that the
quantitative characteristics of event nouns also depends
on their semantic frames. With the semantic
characteristics of space, time and boundedness, event
nouns of match can co-occur with noun classifiers, time
classifiers and verb classifiers, showing their peculiar
quantitative characteristics.

5. CONCLUSIONS

Event nouns are nouns indicating actions and event
processes, which are different from common nouns. A
frame is a prototype that explains the connection
between words and real scenes. Guided by the Frames
Semantics theory, this article, taking event nouns of
match as examples, discusses the semantic frames and
quantitative characteristics of these special nouns.
Researchers found that the lemma “sdi” can activate the
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match scene and form event nouns with various frame
elements, among which, “agents, things/affairs and
tools” are core elements and also the most prominent
elements. They play a major role in constituting event
nouns of this type. Furthermore, the semantic frames of
event nouns also affect their quantitative characteristics.
Event nouns of match are manifestation of social
phenomena in language, so they possess semantic
characteristics of space, time and boundedness. They
can co-occur with noun classifiers, time classifiers, and
verb classifiers, demonstrating peculiar quantitative
characteristics different from those of common nouns.
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