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Abstract—Language skills are the ability to express
something in mind through communication. The
development of language skills in early childhood is
significant because it is a provision for children to
communicate with people around them. This study aims to
determine the improvement of children's language skills
through the method of storytelling using wayang. The
research method used was classroom action research. The
subjects of the study were the second year students of
kindergarten in East Java, Indonesia. The participants were
17 children consisting of 5 males and 12 females. The data
collection technique includes assessment sheets, observations,
and documentation. The children's language skills are seen
in terms of 1) Children are able to be good listeners, 2)
children are able to participate in the conversation, children
are able to do self-expression. The research was carried out
in 2 cycles starting with pre-cycle activities, cycle one, and
cycle 2. The criteria of success set in this study are 75%. In
the first cycle, the percentage of children's language skills
attainment is 53%. Therefore, the second cycle was carried
out with some revision on the method. The result shows an
increase in children's language skills since they could reach
88%. This indicates that the purpose of storytelling using
wayang can improve children's language skills.
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I.  INTRODUCTION

Kindergarten is a form of early childhood education
in the formal pathway that organizes educational
programs for children aged four to six years. Kindergarten
education plays an essential role in developing children's
abilities to be ready to enter the next level of education.
One aspect of development that is very important for
children is language development. Chomsky states that
every human being naturally possesses language skills. He
said that children have a blueprint to be able to create their
own mental structures spontaneously [1]. Children
naturally grasp the system of language rules and begin to
understand the sentences that are heard. When the child
follows the rule system, at that time, the child is also able
to create new sentences with the same rule system.

Language is a conventional symbol system to
transfer various ideas and information consisting of visual
and verbal symbols[2]. These visual symbols can be seen,

written, and read, while verbal symbols can be heard and
spoken. Children can communicate with their peers
through language, using the language of children also get
new experiences can also develop cognitive development.
This ability is obtained by children when they hear other
people talking.

Language is essential for humans to master because
the intellectual development of a child is related to
language. Language helps children to direct their
thoughts, sharpen their memories, categorize, and learn
new things so that their children's thinking is increasing
[3]. Children communicate with other individuals using
language; with language, children will add new things to
what he hears through conversations with friends so that
the child's ability will increase.

Language allows children to translate experiences
into symbols that can be used to communicate and think
[4]. In early childhood, language symbols that are often
used are verbal symbols that are heard and spoken. The
child will listen to what he hears or through conversation
between friends; after that, the child is able to distinguish
different sounds or sounds, the child can understand the
contents and words. Language is very important for
children to meet the needs in the environment; language is
able to change and to control behaviour and behaviour as
a social tool; language becomes a way of reacting to
others. In language, children can increase cognitive
growth [5]

Based on observations still found children's language
skills in kindergartens who are still lacking in the ability
to be a good listener, participate in the conversation, and
in self-expression. This is because the teacher does not use
media that are attractive to children, so the child feels
bored and less interested in the teacher's story. The
teacher does not ask children the question again to the
child as recalling after telling the story, in telling the
teacher the expression is lacking, so the child is not
interested in the story. Children are less able to recall the
story because the child does not enjoy the story, so told to
repeat the story, the child is less capable. Then teachers
should scaffold children's language during play by using
research-based strategies such as asking questions that
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invite extended responses and new inquiry, providing
meaningful feedback and effectively using wait time,
which provides children with the opportunity to respond
to adults' comments and questions [6].

Storytelling is an activity carried out by someone to
convey a message, information, or a mere fairy tale, which
can be done verbally or in writing, how the story can be
told by using props or without props [7]. By using props
that attract children will be interested in the contents of
the story, the child will be focused on the teacher's mother
telling the story, with the child listening to the story the
child will store the storyline in his brain so that if the child
is asked to understand the contents of the story being told,
the child is also happy the heart will repeat the story even
though the child's own language does not have to be
exactly like the teacher's story. By telling stories, children
can improve their language skills.

According to [8], storytelling is a storytelling
activity. Storytelling is an activity related to telling a story
to one or more listeners. Through storytelling will also
make it easier for children to absorb the messages
conveyed through the storytelling activity itself [9]. The
method of storytelling is a way of communicating or
transferring appropriate knowledge following early
childhood  development to  produce  maximum
understanding for students. Every educator should use
methods that are appropriate to the objectives of the
characteristics of early childhood. The technique is a
method or procedure adopted by educators in managing
effective and efficient learning [4]. Storytelling is an
activity that someone does verbally to others with tools or
without tools about what should be conveyed in the form
of messages, information, or just a fairy tale that is
listened to with a pleasant sense [7]. The teaching aids
used should be of interest to the child so that the child will
be interested in trying it out. Namely by telling a story
orally both by reading directly from a book or by using
picture illustrations. Can also use props such as hand
puppets or puppets.

As the principle of early childhood education,
namely learning through real objects. So the need for the
media as an aid to convey educational messages for early
childhood [10] in addition to the use of media teachers
must be selective with the media to be used because the
media is highly correlated with age [11], so when telling
stories to visualize the characters in the story, wayang can
be used. Puppet can be an exciting learning media to be
used to meet the visualization needs of children in
receiving information in the story. From the results of
Daboti's research, et al. stated that the wayang media is a
media that helps children in obtaining ease when telling
stories or playing the role of dialogue because with the
help of puppets as props can improve children's skills in
processing or developing story ideas that they will tell
[12].

Wayang media are imitation dolls made from carved
leather or wood or paper, which can be used to portray
characters in drama shows [13]. So the puppet media is a
tool used in the form of imitation dolls that resemble
characters that will be portrayed to tell stories. The
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purpose of the puppet game is to provide knowledge and
attitude of manners. The definition of a puppet is an
imitation of people made from carved leather or wood that
can be utilized to portray a character in a traditional drama
performance, usually played by someone called a dalang.
The puppet media used must be in accordance with the
character or theme being played so that it can attract the
attention of the child.

Wayang in this study are not traditional puppets
made for village ruwat, or the spectacle of people who
have a desire, but puppets for early childhood media in
telling stories, so that children are interested in retelling
stories told by the teacher, the picture used is also not
pictures of puppet characters such as Semar, Petrok,
Bagong and so on, but drawings according to the
characters to be told such as pictures of elephants, ants,
rabbits and so on.

II. RESEARCH METHODS
A.  Type of Research
This type of research is descriptive qualitative using
the Classroom Action Research research design. This
research was conducted by looking at learning activities in
the form of an action that was deliberately raised and
occurred in a class together [14].
B.  Research Procedures
The research phase refers to Kemmis and Mc.
Taggart's theory that Classroom Action Research (CAR)
has four steps, namely, planning, action, observation, and
reflection [15]. Planning means making plans for actions
to be taken to improve learning practices, in detail and
clearly. This plan is based on the problem at hand. Action
means planning. In general, this action takes the form of
learning by using certain methods following planning,
which, according to the researchers' assumptions, has
benefits. Observation means an effort to obtain input or
data regarding the results of actions taken. Reflection
involves analyzing and interpreting the results of
Classroom Action Research, and it is also possible to plan
further steps to increase their shortcomings.
C. Research Subjects
The study was conducted in collaboration with class
teachers. Subjects were children from group B
kindergarten with 17 students consisting of 12 girls and
five boys.
D. Data collection and analysis techniques
The data collection techniques using the method of
observation, interviews, and documentation. Observations
were made with reference to children's language ability
instruments with a checklist method with rating ratings of
1 to 4 points. Interviews were conducted with class
teachers and students to explore the effectiveness and
response of students to the application of the method of
storytelling using puppets.
Data analysis technique uses the calculation of
the percentage increase with the formula:

P =L x 100% 1)
a. P = percentage
b. f=the amount obtained
C. n= number of observation items [16]
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The target of success in this study is 75% achievement
in increasing children's language skills by referring to
three indicators, namely 1) Children can be good listeners,
2) Children can participate in a conversation, 3) Children
can do self-expression

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Before this class action research was carried out, the
problem found was that children's language skills had not
yet reached the stage of age development. This can be
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seen from the related students who are less focused on the
activities of the teacher telling stories when learning so
that children are asked about the contents of the story the
children do not understand it, also when told to repeat the
story the poor children. When researchers carry out
observations, researchers see the lack of media used by
teachers when telling stories. Learning activities are more
likely to use small picture books.

TABLE I. RECAPITULATION OF THE INCREASE IN EACH INDICATOR IN EACH CYCLE

Indicator Values 1 Cycle Value 1 (Indicator) Cycle Values 2 (Indicator)
Pre- Cycle- | Cycle- Pre- Pre-

Subject cycle 1 2 cycle Cycle- 1 Cycle- 2 cycle Cycle- 1 Cycle- 2
Subject 1 2 2 2 3 3 1 2 3
Subject 2 1 2 3 2 2 2
Subject 3 3 2 3 2 3 3 2 2 3
Subject 4 2 3 3 1 2 2 2 3 3
Subject 5 2 3 3 2 3 3 2 2 2
Subject 6 1 2 2 1 2 2 1 1 2
Subject 7 1 3 2 2 3 2 2 3
Subject 8 1 3 3 3 3 3 1 1 3
Subject 9 1 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 3
Subject 10 2 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3
Subject 11 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 1 3
Subject 12 1 3 3 1 3 3 1 2 2
Subject 13 2 2 3 1 1 3 2 2 3
Subject 14 2 3 3 2 2 3 2 2 3
Subject 15 1 1 3 2 2 3 1 1 3
Subject 16 2 2 2 1 2 2 1 1 2
Subject 17 2 2 3 1 2 3 2 2 3

Average 1.6 2.2 2.9 1.7 24 2.8 16 1.8 2.8
Attainment (%) 53 75 96 57 78 92 53 61 92

Pre-cycle activities are done by telling stories using a
storybook titled "I can wear my clothes" as an activity that
is usually done by teachers, namely telling stories using
storybooks. The results of pre-cycle operations are known
to be low in children's language skills in being a good
listener, participating in a conversation, and being able to
perform self-expression as table 1.

Cycle 1 activities are carried out with four stages of
Classroom Action Research, namely 1) planning, by
preparing plans for implementing learning, developing
puppet media according to the story. The first day the
story was titled "My beloved family," the second day was
titled "I like to help mom™ and on the 3rd day titled "I do
not like to fight with my sister" the activity of giving class
action was carried out at the morning meeting at circle

time. The results of observations are known to be an
increase in each indicator, as shown in table 1.
Furthermore, the achievement of actions in cycle one by
53%, as in table 2. This increase does not meet the target
of success. The results of reflexes are known a) there are
children who pay less attention during the storytelling
process, b) there are children who talk to their friends
during the story process so that they interfere with other
children, c) there are children who are unable to repeat the
story again. This is because wayang cannot stand on their
own still dependent on the teacher's movements, so they
are less interactive for children to do, the themes in the
story are less liked by children, teachers lack expression
when telling stories and need sound processing and
intonation. Then need improvement in cycle 2.
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TABLE II. RECAPITULATION IMPROVES LANGUAGE SKILLS THROUGH THE METHOD OF STORYTELLING USING PRE-CYCLE WAYANG
MEDIA, CYCLE 1, CYCLE Il

Pre-Cycle Cycle- 1 Cycle- 2
> Passed > >
Name Value Value Note | Value | Passed Value Note Value Passed Value Note
Subject 1 5 56 % F 7 78 % P 9 100% P
Subject 2 5 56 % F 7 78 % P 9 100 % P
Subject 3 7 78 % P 7 78 % P 9 100 % P
Subject 4 5 56 % F 8 78 % P 8 89% P
Subject 5 6 67 % F 8 89 % P 8 89 % P
Subject 6 3 34 % F 5 56 % F 6 66 % F
Subject 7 5 56 % F 5 56 % F 9 100 % P
Subject 8 5 56 % F 7 78 % P 9 100 % P
Subject 9 5 56% F 6 67 % F 8 89 % P
Subject 10 7 78 % P 9 100% P 9 100% P
Subject 11 3 34 % F 5 45 % F 9 100 % P
Subject 12 3 34 % F 8 89 % P 8 89 % P
Subject 13 5 56 % F 5 56 % F 9 100% P
Subject 14 6 67 % F 7 78 % P 9 100% P
Subject 15 2 45 % F 4 45 % F 7 78 % P
Subject 16 4 45 % F 5 56 % F 6 66 % F
Subject 17 5 56 % F 6 67 % F 9 100 % P
Percentages Value of Study Percentages Value of Study Percentages Value of Study Passed
Result Passed Passed 88% (Very Good)
12 % ( Poor) 53 % ( Good)

a. F= Failed

b. P =Passed

From the results of the diagram above shows a
significant increase. From pre-cycle, reaching 12% of 17
children only two children were able to tell a good story,
in the first cycle, the percentage of results increased to
53% of 17 children, only nine children who could tell a
story even though it was not valid. In the second cycle, the
percentage results increased to 88% of 17 children; almost
all were able to tell stories. So, it can be concluded that
storytelling using puppet media can improve children's
language skills. This is because the presence of puppet
media as a tool for storytelling can help children to
visualize the characters in the story so that storytelling
activities are more interesting, and children are stimulated
to participate in talking.

This is consistent with the results of the study [17]
conducted by telling stories using puppets in kindergarten
children significantly showed a high level of mediation
compared to storytelling without hand puppets. In this
study, not using hand puppets but using puppets.
According to Vygotsky, children's cognitive and language
development is closely related to culture and society
where children are raised [7] are one type of traditional
puppet in Indonesia. Suyanto added that training children
to learn languages can be done by communicating through
storytelling, both listening to stories and telling children to
tell stories. With learning and exciting media through a
game without burdening and depriving them of their
childhood [4]. Children's language development will
develop with the guidance and assistance of adults so that
the child will understand it. Storytelling using the puppet
media is entertaining for children so that it can improve
children's language skills.

In Figure 1. It can be seen an increase in children's
language skills from pre-cycle, cycle 1 and cycle 2. Then
language learning through storytelling with puppets is
very effective as learning innovations for young children.
Puppet can visualize the characters in the story told by the
teacher.

- 12%

Pre-Cycle Cycle-1 Cycle-2

Fig. 1. A diagram of increasing children's language skills

IV. CONCLUSIONS

Based on the results of research that has been done
that the application of learning by the method of
storytelling does not only use media with picture books,
finger puppets, or hand puppets only. But by using the
wayang media, which is very interesting, telling stories
using puppet media can be done using puppet media in
accordance with the theme, after telling the children told
to retell the contents of the story using puppet media,
children can play the puppet. The puppets used must be
exciting and appropriate for the age of the child. Increased
language skills through storytelling using puppet media in
group B children with the percentage results in the
observation of pre-cycle language skills activities by 12%,
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but after the action cycle, I became increased by 53%.
Then the researchers went on to give action on the second
cycle using the puppet media, which is very interesting for
children, increasing by 88%. The results of the study were
declared successful and were following the research
target.
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