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ABSTRACT

Transsexual phenomena in Malaysia are considered as symptoms of gender disruption or identity crisis in
which the individual has a behavior that is contrary to the norm of a person's normal life. This situation has
made the community less accepting of the transsexual and even a scorn for some people because they are
considered to have deviated from the norms of society. This study conducted on undergraduate students
across Malaysia. The main aim of this study was to identify the association between gender factors among
youths influences stigma and discrimination against LGBT people and to identify gender factors through
adolescents affect the awareness level of acceptance of the issue of LGBT group acceptance in the social
system. In addition, this study also aimed to identify whether Social Work interventions are appropriate for
enhancing youth understanding in reducing LGBT-related risks. The selected study locations are throughout
Malaysia. The research data were quantitatively obtained through the questionnaire method. The
guestionnaire was distributed randomly to 1200 respondents comprising undergraduate students throughout
Malaysia. Questionnaires were divided into sections such as respondents’ demographics, lesbian perceptions
and gay perceptions. The statistical analysis used in this study was ANOVA. The findings show that there is
a youth perspective on LGBT behavior based on gender and the implications for social work. Through the
results of this study, several appropriate suggestions and interventions by social workers have been put
forward by researchers for improvement to address LGBT issues.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Sexual orientation or sexual attraction is the desire of the
individual to fulfill the love and intimacy that creates a
bond between two people. Sexual orientation is not just
physical or biological, but it also extends to spiritual or
inner relationships [1]. This is closely linked to the
growing LGBT issue in Malaysia. However, some of the
findings of the study indicate two conditions; sexual
orientation can change and sexual orientation cannot
change [2]. Sexual orientation is still a mystery among
scientists. They discover the fact that biological factors,
whether genetic, DNA or other, and environmental
influences especially in early childhood have an
influence on sexual orientation. Based on that statement,
we do not need to be politically correct about whether or

not the sexual orientation can be altered, either from birth
or during puberty. Everyone experiences different
situations so that a general conclusion cannot be made.
Sexual orientation is something unique and needs to be
handled wisely by each individual [3]. This
understanding also serves as a guide for social workers in
Malaysia taking into account the factors of cultural and
socio-economic diversity. Social work practices in
Malaysia were also guided by the National Welfare
Policy (1990) which emphasized the importance of social
work in promoting social harmony and stability,
strengthening and enhancing the functioning of family
institutions and thus fostering a caring society. Efficient
social workers must provide services to individuals,
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families, groups, communities and systems related to the
LGBT environment itself [4].

2. METHODOLOGY

2.1 Participants

The current research consists of 1095 male and female
respondents range from ages of 18-32 (x1.5) years old.
The selection of samples for this method of study is
randomly chosen from a recognized population. The
sample consisted of 597 male and 498 female
respondents. The researcher used a quantitative method
of study that leads to the perceptions of youth. The
respondents are among the students from all universities
in Malaysia and comprises from different gender in
Malaysia. A descriptive approach through review
methods of survey widely used in research is to collect
data and information obtained from the respondents [5]-
[10]. This instrument is used to identify the level of
discrimination among the youths against the LGBT
behavior.

2.2 Instrument

In this study, measurement scales are used in
instrumentation to see the perspective of youth towards
the behavior of LGBT in different gender. A
questionnaire is the main instrument in gathering
information from respondents. This instrument is a three-
part questionnaire. Part A is the demographic of
respondents and part B has 10 questions about Malaysian
adolescents' perception of leshians. Whereas section C
has 10 questions about adolescents' perceptions of gay
people. In using this scale, respondents are required to
mark one of the scales in the questionnaire form. The
scale of the questionnaire in the questionnaire was 1 =
strongly disagree, 2 = strongly disagree, 3 = uncertain, 4
= agree, 5 = strongly agree. By choosing one of the
answers from the scale of the survey, respondents'
responses were reflected in Malaysia's youth perspective
on LGBT behavior based on gender.

2.3 Statistical Analysis

Pre-processing data: (20 variable x 1095 databases) was
calculated in this study. According to the overall data
used, there are matrix with little data missing (~3%).
This research is focusing on the youth perspective
towards LGBT’s behavior based on gender: implications
on social work. Analysis of Variance (ANOVA): enable
the researcher to investigate and answer a vast array of
research questions. It is very useful when designing and
analyzing experimental behavioral science research [11].
This research suggests that, ANOVA test method is a
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corresponding method in evaluating youth’s perception.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The Table 1 shows that there are only two significant
questions B6 with F = 4.68 and Pr = F 0.03 while B7 has F
= 6.43 and Pr = F 0.01. Besides. B1 shows F equals 0.56
and Pr = F values 0.45 followed by B2 denotes F equals
0.03 and Pr = F equals 0.45. Subsequently B3 records an F
value of 0.82 and a Pr = F value of 0.87. B4 has F value of
0.11 and Pr = F value of 0.74 while B5 has F value of 1.70
and Pr = F value of 0.19. Furthermore, B8 has an F value
of 1.02 and a Pr = F value of 0.31 while B9 has an F value
of 0.21 and a Pr = F value of 0.66. Finally, B10 expresses
a F value of 1.52 and a Pr = F value of 0.22. All of the
above are B1, B2, B3, B4, B5, B8, B9 and B10 are not
significant.

Table 1 Statistical inference analysis of part B questions

Item F Pr=F Significant
B1 0.56 0.45 No
B2 0.03 0.87 No
B3 0.82 0.37 No
B4 0.11 0.74 No
B5 1.70 0.19 No
B6 4.68 0.03 Yes
B7 6.43 0.01 Yes
B8 1.02 0.31 No
B9 0.21 0.66 No
B10 1.52 0.22 No

The Table 2 shows that there are only two significant
questions that are C5 with F = 4.33 and Pr = F values
0.04 and C10 shows F values of 7.72 and Pr = F values
of 0.01. Besides. C1 shows an F value of 1.89 and a Pr =
F value of 0.17 followed by a C2 that shows an F value
of 0.01 and a Pr = F value of 0.93. Subsequently C3
recorded an F value of 0.51 and a Pr = F value of 0.48.
C4 has a F value of 1.68 and a Pr = F value of 0.20 while
C6 has a F value of 0.83 and a Pr = F value of 0.36.
Furthermore, C7 has an F value of 2.10 and a Pr = F
value of 0.15 while C8 has an F value of 2.01 and a Pr =
F value of 0.16. Finally, C9 expresses a F value of 1.61
and a Pr = F value of 0.21. All of the above are C1, C2,
C3, C4, C6, C7, C8 and C9 are not significant.

LGBT is no longer something we hear often in this
modern age, it is even more worrying for many as an
example of society. People are becoming increasingly
uncomfortable with the existence of this group of people
who are increasingly daring to express themselves in
various ways, such as on social networking sites. In
community life, a person who does not obey the rules of
society will be removed from the society. This is because
they will cause problems in society. LGBT people or
members of the community who are involved with LGBT
will be exposed to society because it is feared that it will
influence other people to join them [12]. If this happens,
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the community involved will be disgraced and the honor
of the community will be diminished. This LGBT issue is
not a social issue but it will have a devastating effect on
the perpetrator or the individual involved. This is because
the individual does not recognize their abilities and
advantages. They also become indifferent to themselves
and try to change their physical or mental identity at the
same time [13].

Table 2 Statistical inference analysis of part C questions

Item F Pr=F Significant
C1 1.89 0.17 No
C2 0.01 0.93 No
C3 0.51 0.48 No
c4 1.68 0.20 No
C5 4.33 0.04 Yes
C6 0.83 0.36 No
c7 2.10 0.15 No
C8 2.01 0.16 No
C9 1.61 0.21 No
C10 7.72 0.01 Yes

Discrimination can also have a negative impact on the
individual [14]. This is because the stigma of society
underestimating this group will certainly be detrimental
to the group. The service you provide will not be the
same as in the normal community. This has led to
indirect discrimination against LGBT people [15]. This
will also have a profound effect on the individual and the
perception that the community does not understand the
soul and encourage the unprofitable things. Islam is a
organized and systematic religion. It shapes the way of
human life with the best of rules, whether it involves
human relations with Allah or human relations with other
humans. The practice of Islamic law established by Allah
is clearly for the sake of the ummah, invoking the good
and rejecting any form of disobedience. Allah swt as the
One creator has established a living law that is in
accordance with the nature of man and the essence of
their soul. However, in recent times there has been a
tendency for sexual aggression to be seen to be more
aggressive and clearly deviated from the rules of nature
established by Islam. This tendency is translated into a
simple expression of LGBT. Islam, clearly rejects LGBT
and Muslims view it as a major sin because there are
many passages from Quranic verses and hadiths that
examine this act. Basically, this human being was created
by Allah SWT clearly his gender, male and female and
he was created in pairs. In the case of sexuality, it is
referred to as khiye. As the saying of Allah swt says,
"Then Allah made from it a pair: male and female
(alQiyamah: 39).

In conclusion, this issue of LGBT practice of inverse
lifestyle needs to be addressed in various ways, if the issue
continues then there may be an increasing number of
young people out there who will also be involved in this

Advancesin Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 536

problem [16]. These people not only do things that are not
normal but they also respect the institution of family,
religion and moral aspects [17]. As a result of this negative
culture, the destruction of the social system will result in a
conflict of values and customs of the eastern culture [18].
In order to develop and maintain good values, children
exposed to LGBT symptoms should not be excluded and
excluded. They need to pay enough attention to convince
them that what they are doing is wrong. Family institutions
are seen as the most important agents for this group. AIDS
became a major concern when, on June 5, 1981, doctors
began describing a rare, often fatal, infectious lung
epidemic among five homosexuals in Los Angeles [19].
Since then, AIDS and homosexuality have become like
that. In the early days of the disease, San Francisco was
the worst infected gay community, with almost half of its
homosexual population infected.

Now after the decline in the rate of AIDS infections
among homosexuals in recent years, the rise in AIDS has
increased among gay people through public baths, a
popular spot for gay men seeking free sex, now a leading
cause of the spread of AIDS among homosexuals.
Increased rates of HIV infection in the country are
generally contributed by some groups. In fact, reports
released by the Malaysian AIDS Council and the AIDS
Foundation Malaysia (2017) show that HIV infection is
largely contributed by 42 percent of heterosexual people
[20]. The report also shows that homosexuals and
bisexuals account for 36 percent of HIV infections,
followed by injecting drug users by 17 percent. HIV
transmission from mother to child and other means of
infection recorded the lowest percentage of 4 percent and
1 percent. This report clearly shows that there are several
key factors contributing to the increasing number of HIV
infections in the country. In addition, things are
becoming more serious as most conditions in the Asia
Pacific region do not have health care services and HIV
prevention programs for MSM [21]. This is obviously a
worrying issue if left untouched and unobtrusive. Indeed,
there have been various interventions undertaken by the
government and non-governmental  organizations
(NGOs) in addressing HIV issues in the country. Among
the interventions included the implementation of the
Harm Reduction Program. The Harm Reduction Program
is an approach adopted by the government in reducing
harm to HIV, hepatitis B and C infections while sharing
syringes [22]. The approach of the program is also to
reduce the harm of overuse of drugs through injection, as
well as crime due to drug addiction [23].

4. CONCLUSION

As a result of this study, researchers were able to identify
gender factors contributing to Malaysian youth's
perception of LGBT behavior. This is an LGBT-related
issue that has led to cultural misunderstandings and the
fight against the current. Human services may be defined
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as those systems of services and allied occupations and
professions that concentrate on improving or maintaining
the physical and mental health and general well-being of
individuals, groups, or communities in our society [24].
Those who choose and are trapped in this inverse culture
have obviously done something that is not normal and
does not respect the institution of family, religion and
moral aspects. As a result of this negative culture, the
destruction of the social system will result in a conflict of
values and customs of the eastern culture. There are
many social worker roles that can counteract the
perception of LGBT youth on gender-based LGBT
behavior among LGBT people [25]. This role helps to
shape their personalities where they serve as a guide in
providing good service to LGBT people who want to
change. This is because, young people who exhibit good
behavior can be highly motivated in any change they
want to make [26]. Therefore, social workers need to
guide the behavior of youth in providing good services to
achieve universal harmony where good social systems
need to be filled by everyone to carry out their functions.
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