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ABSTRACT

Every parent expects their child to give good academic skills. The characteristics of a child with the academic skills
trusted by most parents are to have the ability to read, write and arithmetic to be able to continue the desired elementary
school. The phenomenon of elementary school admission requirements with academic tests is reading, writing and
arithmetic, which makes some parents choose to guide their children with additional learning through study tutoring or
reading, writing and arithmetic and arithmetic courses. This article aims to provide an overview or the tutoring of early
childhood studies, both of which have been implemented in formal and non-formal institutions based on the results of
research conducted by previous researchers. The method used in this article is a literature study of early childhood
tutoring problems. The results of the literature study show that early childhood tutoring to improve reading, writing and
arithmetic skills has various strategies. The presence of tutoring is becoming one of the solutions so that children can
enter a favourite elementary school because most elementary schools have qualified new learners to take the academic
skills in order to be able to enter the desired elementary schools, as well as understanding of government policy in terms
of acceptance of elementary school students.

Keywords: Academic skills, early childhood tutoring.

1. INTRODUCTION happier to play than reading [2]. Although from the study

there are some children who are not bored, more who feel
the saturation if they get additional learning is not a fun
activity, there is no playing element, while early

The phenomenon of an academic test as the
acceptance requirement for new students in elementary

school is a concern for parents to their children to have
high academic skills. It is the problem until the pro cons
arise about the academic test as a requirement for the new
admission of elementary school which is considered to be
the only solution for children to enter elementary school.
Whereas early childhood education (ECE) learning
covers all aspects of child development and for academic
skills are only introduced through fun activities. The
existence of private tutoring for early childhood because
of the selection of elementary school in the district of
Pekalongan, most of the applying selection of reading,
writing and arithmetic skills [1]. This phenomenon is a
test of ECE learners on how the strategy is used to
convince parents that children have the ability to read,
write, and calculate to prepare them for the next level of
education.

Previous research showed that stimulation of early
literacy skills performed by teachers in schools outside
school hours with some media, the simulation results are
quite successful by the dominant obstacle in stimulation
is that the children are not focused, bored, sleepy, and

childhood learning has the principle of learning through
the game.

As explained in the results of the research, literacy
skills or cognitive skills in early childhood, which means
reading, writing and arithmetic skills. But the focus of
literacy skills on the research above is only on reading
skills. Literacy skills as emergent literacy, where
emergent literacy is an early childhood skill to read and
write to pursue elementary school education [3]. Literacy
has two definitions, namely the old definition and the
evolving definition [4]. The old definition of literacy is
the ability to read and write, while the definition of
literacy divided into several areas of ability including
science literacy, computer literacy, information literacy,
virtual literacy, mathematics literacy, and so on. So the
similarities of both views on literacy are reading and
writing skills.

This article aims to explain the tutoring of early
childhood studies, both of which have been applied by
ECE units and non-formal institutions based on the
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results of research conducted by previous researchers.
Masturoh [5] said that reading, writing and arithmetic
activities are carried out by tutoring institutions to answer
the needs of children in Gresik, East Java who think
reading, writing and arithmetic skills need to be given
early on. Fajhriani & Nasrul [6] explained that The AHE
Cendekia Tutoring Institute in Padang teaches early
childhood reading skills using the AHE method, one of
which uses AHE cards. Meanwhile, Amini [7] explained
about reading, writing and arithmetic learning conducted
by formal institutions outside of school hours, where
teachers provide additional learning in accordance with
the wishes of parents.

2. METHOD

The method used in this article is a literature study of
early childhood tutoring problems that are considered to
be a solution in improving reading, writing and arithmetic
skills, as well as government policies that apply about the
acceptance of new learners from elementary school. So,
the description of this article contains the results of a
literature study on the current phenomenon of the day that
parents and teachers understand the application of
additional learning for early childhood with the aim of
being able to enter the desired elementary school and
understand the policy government in terms of acceptance
of new students in elementary school. The references
used in this article are journals, seminar proceedings, and
thesis as the development of the scope that has been
compiled by the authors. The scope of this article
includes reading, writing and arithmetic skills for early
childhood and early childhood tutoring. The authors try
to provide a detailed understanding of how early
childhood tutoring content and solutions develop
reading, writing and arithmetic skills for early childhood.

3. READING, WRITING, AND
ARITHMETIC SKILLS FOR EARLY
CHILDHOOD

Reading, writing and arithmetic skills for early
childhood is stated in Peraturan Menteri Pendidikan dan
Kebudayaan Republik Indonesia (PERMENDIKBUD RI)
No. 137 year 2014 about national standard of early
childhood education chapter IV concerning the standard
content of article 10 paragraph 4c which read: “Think
symbolic, include the ability to know, mention and use
the concept of numbers, know the letters, and be able to
represent” [8]. And the Sc verse reads: “Literacy includes
an understanding of the relationship of form and tone of
letters, imitating the form of letters, and understanding
the word in the story” [8]. Reading is an activity that
includes word recognition, literal understanding,
understanding the meaning of reading and the mark or
emblem contained in reading [9]. The initial for children
is differentiating letters in the alphabet, writing activities
starting from scribble and creating shapes, as well as
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counting activities to sum, subtract and change numbers
[10]. So that reading, writing and arithmetic skills is the
child’s ability to understand the understanding of letters,
words and readings, then learn to write and count the
numbers.

Seeing the phenomenon of the test for elementary
school admission, increase reading, writing and
arithmetic skills in early childhood has been described by
some researchers, namely to assist the children in
continuing elementary school, because some elementary
schools apply the academic test as the size of early
childhood is considered capable of continuing education
to elementary school. Some parents choose schools in
kindergarten that teach read, writing arithmetic so that
children can enter a favourite elementary school [11].
Read, write and arithmetic learning is a requirement of an
elementary school that applies a new student acceptance
requirement with reading, writing and arithmetic test
[12]. Reading, writing and arithmetic is very important
for early childhood to continue the next level of
education, namely elementary school education [13].

Some research-related tests for elementary school
admission that make an ECE unit give thorough learning
on the aspects of development proves that some parties
are too focused on reading, writing and arithmetic skills
as a reference to early childhood’s skills. The
development of reading, writing and arithmetic that is
relevant for early childhood is through play activities that
stimulate all aspects of the development of children who
have been listed in PERMENDIKBUD RI No. 137 year
2014, including aspects of moral and religious
development, physical motor, cognitive, language,
social-emotional, and art®. For example, reading, writing
and arithmetic learning can be given in the form of a
game, by counting the number of steps used by
interesting media [14]. The development of reading,
writing and arithmetic is done through the game “Ayo
Kita Temukan” with A-Ba-Ca board, a smart box
containing objects, letters and numbers, pictorial paper,
and a white sheet of paper to write letters and words [15].

Earlier studies have stated that Montessori methods
apply to learn through play, in which the study of reading
and writing began pre-reading and pre-writing using
various media, as well as learning to count abstract
concepts with the media [16]. A more specific example
is reading the fairy tale so that the child is motivated to
read [17]. So that reading, writing and arithmetic skills
for early childhood can be developed through play.
Basically, early childhood gained learning through the
game because the children learn based on the experience
experienced and associated with all aspects of
development.
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4. EARLY CHILDHOOD TUTORING

The presence of early childhood tutoring gave rise to
pro-cons of early childhood tutoring that expressed as
one solution for children can improve reading, writing
and arithmetic skills. The sense of tutoring is to help or
alternatives for children who teach about children’s
school learning outside school hours. Tutoring is a non-
formal study outside school hours so that children learn
not only in school [18]. Another sense of tutoring is the
service organized by the school in order to solve the
difficulties of children in learning [19]. Tutoring leads to
emotional skill [20]. Tutoring focuses on improving
reading and writing skills [21]. From the different
perceptions of early childhood tutoring, it can be
concluded that tutoring has different places and
objectives on each organizer. Tutoring is available in
formal schools conducted after school hours, and in non-
formal institutions in the form of a stand-alone reading,
writing and arithmetic course, not from a formal school.
Even in terms of different objectives, tutoring in the
formal school has a focus on the children’s
developmental aspects, while tutoring on non-formal
institutions focuses on reading, writing and arithmetic.

Some parents and teachers agree that early childhood
tutoring can improve their reading, writing and arithmetic
skills and become the best solution for children to have
the maximum skills to enter the desired elementary
school. Early childhood learning emphasizes reading,
writing and arithmetic courses, making it a demand for
teachers to focus on providing learning about read, write
and arithmetic [22]. Parents agree that tutoring will make
children more readily continue the education level of
elementary school [23]. The results of previous research
showed that high academic skill is very important so that
children can continue their education to a favourite
elementary school [24]. Other previous research results
also show that more percentage of parents who consider
reading, writing and arithmetic is very important,
because reading, writing and arithmetic are indispensable
for children to prepare for the best of continuing
elementary school [25]. So the presence of tutoring
makes parents prioritize children in tutoring.

The example of tutoring conducted by ECE units are
extracurricular. The extracurricular activity of colouring
is carried out outside teaching and learning activities are
not compulsory for children [26]. Extracurricular
activities are an example of tutoring because the research
objectives of the colouring activity is in order to increase
the aspect of cognitive development. While tutoring on
non-formal institutions or courses of reading, writing and
arithmetic has clearly focused on reading, writing and
arithmetic  activities. The similarities are both
implemented outside school hours and are not
mandatory. The difference is tutoring in the ECE unit an
activity that covers the children’s development aspect
and aims to increase the interest and talent of children,
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while tutoring in non-formal institutions only focuses on
reading, writing and arithmetic skills, also aims to
facilitate children have the maximum academic skill to
enter a favourite elementary school. The counter
insurgency of early childhood learning is the learning that
is applied by some non-formal institutions, where the
lesson focuses solely on reading, writing and arithmetic
skills.

Some of previous opinions and research results that
have been described show that early childhood tutoring
is not required if the service is the questions that must be
resolved by the children. In contrast, tutoring is a solution
for early childhood who have difficulty in developing
aspects of development if the service is carried out
through playing activities. But some factors that must be
considered to implement early childhood tutoring,
including the basic principle of guidance, the essence of
guidance, orientation guidance, the concept of
implementation of guidance, the form of guidance
services, and the setting of guidance services [27]. The
basic principles of guidance is the unit of ECE provides
tutoring that is implemented during teaching and learning
activities. The purpose of guidance is the guidance of
learning is given to children who have a delay in
developmental aspects to well-developed children.

Then the concept of the implementation of guidance
should be understood by parents because children's skills
are different from their friends. This form of guidance
services means child development data services, insight
development services for children and parents, and
treatment services or activities for children. The last is the
setting of guidance service in the form of individuals or
groups, according to the needs of each child.

Furthermore, it is counter to the phenomenon of
elementary school entrance tests which is the regulation
of elementary school institutions that apply academic
proficiency tests as a requirement for elementary school,
while the government does not require elementary school
institutions to apply academic skill’s tests. Explained in
PERMENDIKBUD RI No. 44 vyear 2019 about
acceptance of new students in kindergarten, elementary
school, junior high school, senior high school, vocational
high school chapter 11 procedures for acceptance for new
students’ part one about the requirements of article 5
paragraph 1, 2, 3 and 4 which reads [28]:

1) The requirement of prospective new students’
class 1 (one) elementary school-aged:

a) 7 (seven) years to 12 (twelve); or
b) At least 6 (six) years on 1 July of the year.

2) The school must accept learners who are 7
(seven) years old to 12 (twelve) years old.

3) The exclusion of the minimum age requirement
of 6 (six) years as referred to in paragraph 1)
letter b is at least 5 (five) years 6 (six) months
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on 1 July the current year that is intended for
prospective learners who have the potential
intelligence and/or special talent and physic
preparedness as evidenced by the written
recommendation of professional psychology.

4) In the case of professional psychologists as
referred to in paragraph 3) are not available,
recommendations may be made by the school
teacher council.

Judging from the government regulations above there
are no requirements of prospective students of
elementary school with reading, writing and arithmetic
skills. Although there are various new admission lines,
there is still no such requirement, except if originating
from abroad, as described in PERMENDIKBUD RI No.
44 year 2019 about the acceptance of new learners in
kindergarten, elementary school, junior high school,
senior high school, and vocational high school chapter 1V
of student migration article 34 paragraph 1a, 1b and 1c,
which reads [29]:

1) Students in elementary school in other countries
may transfer to elementary school in Indonesia
after fulfilling:

a) Statement letter for principal;

b) Certificate from director general who
handles the field of primary and secondary
education; and

c) Passed the feasibility and placement tests
that the school organized.

The feasibility test written above can be a test of
academic skills. But not written in children who are not
moving from aboard. Therefore, the academic skill test is
the policy of the institution of the elementary school, not
the obligation of the government, because the
government has asserted through the regulations that
have been outlined before. Therefore, government policy
has been in sync in response to ECE learning and
elementary school entry requirements, only the
elementary school institutions should understand the
ECE learning policy and elementary school entry
requirements so that the objectives of ECE learning can
be applied and continued to the next education level of
elementary school. If there are still academic tests to
continue elementary school, ECE learning will change to
focus only on reading, writing and arithmetic skills.

Looking at the number of elementary schools that
provide academic skill tests as a condition of acceptance
of new learners, examining early childhood skills who
deserved to pursue an education in elementary school can
be done by giving tests such as Nijmeegse School
Bekwaamheids Tests (NST). NST is a child readiness test
continuing education to elementary school, in the test
there are several test pages with questions about
distinguishing shapes, colours, imitating strokes,
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completing images, finding the same shapes, and
understanding the content of the story [29]. The children
working on NST are given either right or wrong, not all
should be outlined or like an essay. The NST presented
is interesting as each page is given a title and image
known to the child, such as a fish page, a flower page,
and so on.

NST aims to see the maturity of all aspects of child
development [30]. So, the test can be given because it
complies with government policies regarding the
learning system of ECE and the requirements of new
learners of elementary school level.

5. CONCLUSION

Reading, writing and arithmetic skills are very
important for parents so that children can enter the
desired elementary school. However, the government
does not require the acceptance of new elementary school
students in the form of an academic proficiency test. So
these requirements are the policy by the elementary
school. And need to be considered for the elementary
school on the prevailing government policy, because
government policy in ECE and the elementary school
needs to be understood by both institutions. The child
readiness test to enter elementary school can be a
psychological  test, namely  the Nijmeegse
Schoolbekwaamheid Test (NST). In NST there is a choice
to answer tailored to all aspects of -children’s
development, not the questions that require the children
to write and perform the counting operation.

Early childhood tutoring or reading, writing and
arithmetic courses are the service of ECE units and non-
formal institutions to improve the child’s developmental
aspects as well as children’s interests and talents. The
form of tutoring from ECE units is usually
extracurricular, while the form of tutoring from non-
formal institutions is only a course of reading, writing
and arithmetic. Tutoring will not be a solution for
children with the delay in development if only focus on
reading, writing and arithmetic skills, so that conducting
the underlying concept of implementation guidance, the
form of guidance services, and the setting of guidance
services.
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