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ABSTRACT 

Previous research on the value of children often focuses on the economic values of children.  This research adopts 

literature approaches which discuss children’s value from a parent's perspectives. This paper adopts literature reviews 

to see how, children’s values are influenced by other factors. The finding suggests that culture and social factors 

contribute significantly to the construction of children’s value. Findings of this research indicate the direction of future 

research in the field to explore social-cultural factors that shape the value of children. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The concept of children's values is undoubtedly 

closely related to how the family views children and their 

parenting style. Minuchin pointed out that family refers 

to a system consisting of father, mother, and child with 

different roles [1]. Both parents and children have a 

relationship that plays an essential role in a family's 

resilience as it affects the parents' perceptions towards 

their children. The parents' perceptions of their children's 

reasons and expectations are commonly referred to as the 

children's values [2].  

The concept of children's values becomes part of 

cultural values or beliefs in a society. The children's 

values are defined as a view or assessment towards the 

meaning and function of having children in the family. In 

general, children have considered what parents need, 

regarding the economic, social, or psychological needs. 

There are positive and negative sides to the children's 

value, which are considered the overall values [2], [3]. 

The positive value was the parents' satisfaction or 

usefulness, while the negative one is the cost or burden 

brought by the existence of children. 

The children's values are related to how parents 

perceive the presence of children. These values are 

significant as the attitudes of parents will get affected. 

There are three dimensions of children's values: 

the psychological-emotional value of children, the 

economic-utilitarian value of children, and the social-

normative value of children [4]. The children's values in 

the psychological dimension are related to the parents' 

perception towards their children as something that 

provides happiness and economic value; it is related to 

parents who have children to invest in the family. 

Meanwhile, the social values are the parents' values in 

assuming the children as the good bearers. 

Parents get a different point of view on the children's 

values. Every parent has his objective soon after the 

decision of having children being realized. The 

researchers wanted to find out more about the children's 

values in various countries by collecting the existing 

research. 

2. METHOD 

The researchers used the literature review method to 

get a deep understanding of which was done with the 

other ones [5]. This article discussed the concept of 

children's values by exploring the parents' perceptions of 

children's values from their point of view through 

previous researches. 

3. THE PARENTS’ PERCEPTION ON THE 

CHILDREN’S VALUES 

Perception is defined as how an individual views or 

believes what he experiences. Perception is a process of 

interpreting sensory impressions as an effort to provide a 

particular meaning to the environment based on the 

philosophy of truth or direct belief in something [6]. 

Thus, parents' perceptions are the process of interpreting 

their sensory impressions as an effort to provide a 

particular meaning to everything they avoid based on 

their hunch on the truth or beliefs. 

Children's values play as the functions or 

expectations done or fulfilled by their parents' needs [7]. 
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These values become parts of the cultural values in a 

society. The children's value becomes the assessment of 

a person or society towards what they function and are 

meant to parents. Children are generally considered one 

of the parents' needs concerning economic, social, and 

psychological. According to Chrome [8], the children's 

values to their parents in everyday daily life is based on 

the fact that children become places for parents to devote 

their affections and complaints, sources of happiness, 

being a consideration when parents want to divorce, 

socialization forum and preserving the values in the 

family and in which the family assets are inherited, and 

parents’ assets in the future. 

The focus of this research was on the children's values 

in parents' perceptions. This research focusing on the 

children's values was easy to find in various parts of the 

world. Focusing on children's values, the researcher tried 

to get more in-depth information about the concept of 

children's values in terms of several dimensions of the 

values themselves by reviewing several articles related to 

children's values. Currently, much attention is being 

given to the children's values and their development in an 

educational context. The values and expectations from 

the research entitled "Assessing Children's Values: An 

Exploratory Study" showed that parents had high 

demands on children's language skills, cognitive skills, 

and the ability to think abstractly [9]. Parents' demands 

on children did not appear automatically but were based 

on their views. Comparisons across generations, cultures, 

and socioeconomic levels made differences in parents' 

goals and expectations on children's values [10]. Parents' 

social class and work experience also influenced the 

value of raising their children [11]. The results of his 

research indicated that work experience mediated the 

relationship between father's social class and view values 

about children's values. Ataca [12] constructed children's 

values using several theories of family change from 

various perspectives. The results showed that the values 

associated with children determined the role of offspring 

as providers for parents, and elderly care became the 

norm. Other studies have shown the result of an 

investigation on how parents chose the value of 

socialization could shed light on our understanding of the 

shared values of parents and children [13]. This research 

discussed the implications of these findings for the 

theoretical understanding of the socialization of 

children's values and functions. 

The research entitled "Values of Children, Parent-

Child Relationship, and Social Change in Korea: 

Indigenous, Cultural, and Psychological Analysis" 

examined the reasons why parents decided whether or not 

to have children and the number of children they chose to 

have [14]. The results showed that psychological benefits 

were the fundamental reasons for having children, while 

personal and financial constraints were essential for not 

having children. Dyer [15] explained the motivation of 

parents to have children. In his research, he argued that 

children were mostly wanted for reasons related to 

happiness and well-being. Meanwhile, research 

conducted by Cieciuch [16] and colleagues explained 

parents' description of children's values by measuring 

four values that were self-transcendence, self-

improvement, openness to change, and conservation. 

Research conducted by Hoffman & Manis [2], [3] 

described the response to the benefits of having children 

obtained from interviews with black, white, and Hispanic 

couples. The results showed that responses indicated that 

children had something useful to do, made parents feel 

like better people, and had an economic utility positively 

related to family size. Simultaneously, some responded 

that children were seen as functional for marriage in a 

negative way. It was related to which parents attributed 

these values to their children and what benefits were 

expected from the children assessed in the context of 

socioeconomic development. In particular, in the 

Kagitçibasi study [17], it was found that with this 

development, the guarantee value of the child's old age 

decreased, which appeared to be the primary process 

contributing to lower fertility as well as for modifying 

values regarding children's care and place [17]. Thus, 

children's value formed a clear link at the individual level 

between development and decline in infertility. 

Konrad [18] recommended parenting by parents as 

the value of seeking guidance and appreciating the little 

things in life. Simultaneously, practical advice included 

encouraging parents to gain information and advocating 

for their children's best interests. Mothers also identified 

the professionals with end-of-life training as important 

support agents. Klaus et al. [19] argued that children's 

specific values proved to have only minimal predictive 

power concerning the birth of children of different 

parties, which was against expectations. Nauck, B. [4] 

explained that traditional economic theory emphasized 

the cost of children. The children's value approach 

included the children's reserve side, namely the benefits 

children provided to their (potential) parents under 

various social and economic conditions. In their research, 

Tam and Lee [20] described the values that parents like 

to their children. It highlighted the need to consider the 

concept of norms in understanding family socialization. 

The implications for cultural psychology research were 

also discussed. Chiang [21] exposed the model of 

motivation and expectation applied to understand 

children's choices in the academic sports field. The result 

of the research showed that the perceived cost 

empirically different from the competency belief and 

other kinds of values that mentioned perceived cost 

marginally related to the level of physical activity 

reported by the children, and children's beliefs and values 

related to the level of physical activity reported by them. 

The children's perceived cost was varied depending on 

the level and gender. 
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Nauck and Klaus [22] showed the importance of 

having children for convenience was the top reason for a 

country with high fertility rates with lineage-based 

kinship systems and shared prosperity. Countries with 

low fertility and high affluence levels also assumed that 

having children was a convenience but low variation than 

in countries with high fertility rates. According to 

Piccinini’s research [23], parents tended to respect 

autonomy and self-direction when children were 36 

months old rather than 3 or 72 months old. Middle-

class parents tended to respect their children at the age of 

36 years old or older than when they were younger or 

older.  

Research by Tulviste and Ahtonen [24] explained that 

the value of raising children was not different by gender, 

but it depends on the cultural context. Finnish parents 

tended to highlight virtue, hedonism, and bad habit rather 

than suitability and achievement; the value of raising 

children was more homogeneous, and the values held by 

mother and father from the same family revealed more 

similarities. Estonian mothers are more concerned with 

virtue and obedience rather than Estonian 

fathers. Research results by Barni [25] explained more 

about the Italian homogeneous value context. The value 

similarity of parents and children increased by a broad 

social-cultural context. It was better seen as a common 

similarity with a national standard. Otherwise, in a less 

homogeneous context from Israel, when counting on the 

effect of the normative profile, there was still a unique 

similarity with the subjects that were mother and children 

from the Arabian group. 

4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the research result, it can be concluded that 

the children's value in the family can be seen from several 

perspectives. The children's values were different from 

one culture and country. Therefore, it is essential to show 

that there was no hegemonic value, and thus another 

value was negated. It is not only about the economic 

factor that affected the children's values, but also social 

and cultural factors. Psychological factors also affected 

the parents' expectations and desire to have children. 

Parents who have children with psychological basis 

believed that children were a gift to share affection. 

Parents who have children value social basis believed 

that by having children, they have a successor for the 

family generation and expected that the children could 

maintain the family dignity. Whereas, the family who has 

children valued with economic basis believed that by 

having children, they have a future asset that will take 

care of them in old age. 
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