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ABSTRACT

Reading English as foreign language is not easy for EFL students. The students have encountered different
linguistic elements from their first language. This research aims to discuss students’ linguistics problem in
comprehending English text. This research was document analysis and the data were analyzed by researcher
from some previous studies. As a result, the researcher found that there are some problems in student’s
linguistics competence; it influence on their process of comprehending a text. It also found the students have
many problems in linguistics are caused by some factors. Moreover, students’ linguistics problem in reading
English text cannot be ignored because EFL students had much experience reading in their first language

rather than foreign langauge.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In education field, reading is an activity that the
students need to do all the times. By reading, the
students can improve their understanding and help them
to wide their insight. Reading is the basic skills and
very benefit for students to access explanation and
information of critical evaluation skills. In other word
reading has a big impact to achieve better
understanding in learning process [1].

Reading as a basic skill is also explained by Hung and
Ngan [2] which explain that reading help students to
improve their vocabulary, fluency, and it also help them
in other skills. In finally, it helps them to learning and
be master in their target language. For example in the
process of learning English, reading has an important
role in language learning development. Therefore, by
reading English text it will help the students to enrich
their vocabulary, acquiring grammar, and learn how to
writing well [2].

In learning process, reading English is one of the
subjects that students have learned since in Junior High
School. In fact, reading in foreign language is not easy
for students. It is supported by Hamra and Syatriana
[3], they found there are some reasons of EFL students’
difficulties. Those are the problem in vocabularies, lack
knowledge of words, phrases, paragraphs, and
pronunciation difficulties.

The finding is appropriate with Alderson’s statement
[4] that explain there are still many students are failed
to read appropriately in foreign language, they are

unable to understand what they read and they also read
at slow rate. It is caused the students are not efficient
and effective in foreign language and fail to transfer
them.

In the same case, Jayanti [5] in her study explain about
students’ perception on their difficulties during reading
English text. She finds that the students are difficult to
answer the reading comprehension question section in
English test.

Sanford [6] identified there are some factors that
obstruct students in reading comprehension. The factors
come from the students that have problem in phonemic
awareness, the problem in the process of recognize
sounds of letter and the problem in word recognition. It
is also found by others research that explains about the
factor that obstruct student to comprehend text. The
factors that include are poor working memory, poor
general knowledge, and lack of vocabulary [7]. In sum,
it can be conclude that vocabulary knowledge is very
important and affects in understanding reading
comprehension.

In another research by Masdugi [8], he explained about
the student’s perception. He stated that the students feel
boring and stressful in reading class. The students feel
the English text is too long, they do not have enough
vocabulary to understand the meaning of words and
they lack of pre reading activities.
Furthermore, reading in foreign language and reading in
first language are different. In comprehending the text,
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the students have to consider language elements. In
reading English, the students will find a number of
different linguistic elements from their first language.

Linguistics elements are very important in learning
language. Khansir & Pakdel [9] explain that linguistics
always allow the process of learning English language.
They added that in the histories learning of English
language, there were several hypotheses in the
linguistics field in English instruction to motivate the
students in learning English
There are many varieties problems in linguistics that the
students have while reading. The previous observers
have been observed EFL students. Oakhill [10]
identified three main  problems in reading
comprehension. The first, the comprehension problem
is caused by the difficulties at single- word level. The
second, the problem is caused by the difficulty in the
syntactic and semantic analysis. The third, the problem
is poor comprehend in making inferences from text,
integrating ideas, and monitoring their own
comprehension.

Then, Al-Beckry and Reddy in Kashim [18] argue that
reading problems are caused by the lack concept of
reading process, inadequate linguistic knowledge, and
difficulties to different the spelling of English sound
systems. In other words it can be said that reading
problem is related to the problem in reading process
and linguistics knowledge problem.
Fromkin, Rodman, and Hyams [11] explain main aspect
of linguistic knowledge; it is the knowledge about the
system of sounds, structure, meanings, words, and how
to putting them in sentence or text. They add that the
linguistics problem in reading include semantic, lexical,
and syntactical problems.

The other research [12] found that there are 72
respondents believe the reading English problems that
they have are caused by language problem. The lack of
linguistic competence affects on their process to
comprehend English text. This research concludes that
the reading problem is linguistic  problem.
There are some studies about linguistic problem that
have been done. In summarized, the linguistic reading
problems include phonology [13], semantic, syntactic
structure [9], lexical and vocabulary [14].

a) Phonology
It knows as speech of sound in natural
language. It is concerned with how speech
sounds are organized in the mind and used to
convey meaning. In reading, phonology is
related for learning to read any alphabetic
writing system. In a research by Renaldi,
Stefani, and Gulo [15], they find that most of
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the phonological problems found were related
to consonant sounds. It means in reading
English the students have problem in how to
read variety of consonant sounds.

b) Semantic
Semantic knows as linguistic field that study
about the meaning of linguistic expressions. It
supports by Lobner [16] that argue semantic is
the study of linguistic meaning, either simple
or complex, taken and isolation, it further
accounts for the way utterance meaning. To
understand the meaning, the students need to
understand the meaning of words in the text.
In fact, many of students have difficulties in
meaning of words. It is caused by lack of
vocabulary knowledge.

c) Syntactic
Syntactic problem can divide into two ways.
First, the student’s ability in understanding
syntactic structure when they are spoken will
be different when they are read. Second, some
syntactic structure is more frequent in speech
than in written form and it is unfamiliar when
it find in print. In addition In addition, Chain
[17] explained that syntactic awareness
constitutes a metalinguistic skill and distinct
from of sentence. Therefore, it concerns the
ability to consider the structure rather than the
meaning of a sentence.

d) Lexical
Lexical problem is related to the meaning of
lexical words that involve lack of knowledge
about derivations and word classes. It is
supported by some research that has already
demonstrated that readers’ ability to
understand what they read is strongly
connected to their lexical knowledge [14].

e) Vocabulary
Vocabulary is one of most important skills that
needed in teaching and learning a foreign
language. However, there are many of students
have problem in vocabulary. The inadequate
of vocabulary knowledge has impact in
understanding the text. When the students
know more words, they will be more able to
understand what they read. It is a strong
connection  between understanding  the
meaning of words and understanding their
textbook or other reading materials.

In one site, the linguistics is closely related in students
reading comprehension. To be able to comprehend
English text, the student should have linguistic
competence.
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2. METHOD

This research used a descriptive research design.
The document analysis was used in this research.
The data of this research were collected from the
documents. The documents are journals that related
to students’ linguistics problem in reading. There are
some journals that become the sources of data for
this research, namely:

a.F. G. Jayanti [5] “Reading Difficulties:
Comparison on Students and Teachers
Perception.

b.A. H. Albashtawi, P. Jaganathan, and M.
Singh [18] “Linguistic Knowledge Aspects in
Academic Reading: Challenges and Deployed
Strategies by English-Major Undergraduates
at a Jordanian Institution of Higher
Education.

3. RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Related to the all researches above, the finding shows
that there are some similarities and differences in the
result. In the first journal it was found that vocabulary
problem is the most difficulties that students have. This
journal explains there are many students also have
difficulties in syntactic and semantic analysis. It also
explained that the students are difficult and feel confuse
to understanding long sentence. Moreover, the result of
this journals explain that the students are still have less
knowledge about language,

In the second journal, it found that the most problem
were related to student’s incapacity to recognize the
genre of text. It also explained that the students are not
able to know the meaning of words, understanding of
text structure, and guess the points of writer’s view in
the text. The students also found have difficulties in
reading fluency knowing concluding sentence. Asassfeh
et al [23] explain low linguistics competence obstruct
them to understand the contextual clues to get the
meaning of the text. Related to this problem, reading
quickly can help the students to reach the meaning
easily. Reading habit would help students to be more
fluently in reading

The results of the study were similar to Mokhtari [23]
that explain the limits vocabulary obstruct students to
understand the meaning of text. Consequently, the large
vocabulary knowledge is very important to help the
students in improving their reading comprehension.
Next journal by Kashim & Raisha [18], it shows the
result of their research found the highest linguistics
reading problem is in semantic. In specific, it was 34 of
42 students who have reading problem. They found the
most of students still have low vocabulary competence.
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c. Khasim, Umar and Raisha, Siti [19] EFL
Students’ Reading Comprehension Problems:
Linguistic and Non-linguistic Complexities.
English Education Journal.

d.Atikah [20]; An Analysis of Student’s
Linguistics Problem in Reading
Comprehension.

e. Hidayati [21]; The Analysis on Students’
First Grade of SHS 1 Darussalam Aceh
Besar.

f. Nurjannah [22] Students Difficulties in
Reading Comprehension.

Furthermore, after collecting the data, the data were
analyzed qualitatively. The data were identified in
suitable data that can be presented in this research. The
data were done by classifying the findings of all
journals.

It is caused the students unable to understand the
meaning of unfamiliar words. Next, the second biggest
problem is syntactical problems. Overall, the result of
their finding shows that it is 69% students have
linguistic problems in reading English text. The score
was 2.84 out of 4.They categorized the mean score that
have been counted based the students’ score is at
difficult level. In this journal, it can be conclude the
vocabulary is the most frequent problem that always be
found in  students reading  comprehension
Then, in the fourth study, Atikah [19] found some
problems in student linguistics’ problems in reading
comprehension. The problems are in vocabulary,
structure and in low spelling a. It can be known from
the explanation in calculating. She finds there were
38.13% students had difficulties in vocabulary. And
the, there were 48.33% students had difficulties in using
structure, and there were 31.25% students had
difficulties in spelling. It can be conclude that the most
difficulties that made by students in this research is in
using structure. It is different from the three journals
that explain before which the problem is always related
to the meaning and vocabulary.

Moreover, in the fifth study Hidayati [20], she noted
that the students have some difficulties criteria. She
found the student’s problem is related to understanding
the text. In calculating, she found that the students who
have difficulties in answering main idea are 74%. The
students who have difficulties in making inferences are
56%. The students who have difficulties in locating
reference questions are 71%. In this calculating, it can
be known that the most problems that find in this study
are the student’s problem in finding the main idea. In
addition, this study explains the factors that affect on
student’s problem in reading. It is explain that, most of
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students are failed and had problems because they have
poor vocabulary knowledge, lack knowledge of
grammar, and the problem to understand long sentence/
text.

Last, in the sixth journal Nurjannah [21], she reported
that the problems come from vocabulary knowledge.
She explains that, the students are difficult in
vocabulary section because the students do not have
rich vocabulary. The students have difficulties to
memorize new words. The students are unable to
differentiate the meaning of new words. They feel
confuse because in English there are some words have
similar meanings, and they feel confuse to use it. She
explains the students are easily to forgotten the new
words because they are rarely to use those words in
their daily. Most of students like to use the words that
they familiar rather than the new words that they get. It
causes the language development is not improved and
their vocabulary is limited.

Next, she found that the students have problem in
finding the main idea. The students feel confused
because they are unable to find the main sentences. In
this problem, it can be caused by the students are
inability to understanding the meaning of sentence. In
addition, this problem is also caused by low frequency
of reading, and the students are unable to catch the
meaning of sentences.

4. CONCLUSION

To sum up, it can be conclude that linguist’s
competence has important role in reading English text.
However, there are some factors that caused reading
become difficult for students; phonology, syntactic,
semantic, vocabulary knowledge, finding main ideas,
making references, memorizing new words, difficulties
in tenses, getting information, answering questions,
lexical problem, and etc. The students have difficulties
in reading comprehension because of their linguistic
competence is still poor. Besides that, the other reason
that caused the students are fail to read appropriately
effectively in foreign language because they do not
have enough much knowledge about native language
reading skill, and it makes they are failed to transfer
them. In other words, it can be said that the differences
of linguistics elements between their first language and
foreign language causes the EFL students be confused
and get difficulties in reading English. It suggests for
the students that to help them in comprehend English
text well, they should improve their linguistic
competence.
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