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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the influence of gender and Machiavellianism on tax evasion. This research is a
causative research focusing on the context of accounting students. The data for this study were collected by
using electronic survey distributed to 151 accounting students at Faculty of Economics, Universitas Negeri
Padang. Multiple regression was used to analyze the data. The findings of this study show that gender has
significant influence on tax evasion among accounting students. In particular, men tend to demonstrate tax
evasion than women. Furthermore, the finding shows Machiavellianism has no significant influence on tax

evasion.
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1. INTRODUCTION

This research investigates the ethical judgement
in accounting students on tax evasion. The idea of
this research begins on many scandals happen in
Indonesia. Some research in tax evasion take on
economics and financial perspective. That is because
of economist are utilitarian [19]. However, there is
another perspective on tax evasion, such as
psychological perspective. In this research we choose
gender and Machiavellianism as psychological
intrinsic motivation on tax evasion.

Gender is a psychological factor that can
influence a person to commit tax evasion [10]. In
language gender can be interpreted as the visible
difference between men and women in terms of
values and behavior. According to the gender
socialization theory, men and women have different
roles and values, thus forming differences in
interests, decisions and practices between men and
women. Gender socialization theory states that men
are twice as likely to engage in unethical behavior
than women [25]. The literature also shows that
women are considered more risk-adverse than men
[14]. Women will be more careful and try to avoid
long-term risks that are considered to be burdensome
for themselves when making decisions [6]. Several
studies found that women are more ethical than men
[3] and Female taxpayers are proven to have high tax
morale [11]. Therefore, women are considered to
have a lower tendency to commit tax evasion.

Several studies examined ethical attitudes
towards tax evasion based on gender. [18] conducted
a survey in 82 countries to ask men's and women's

views on the ethics of tax evasion. The results show
most of women are more resistant to tax evasion and
this is often significant. [18] suggest more research is
needed, because the reasons for tax evasion in each
country are different. Various studies have shown
that women are more against tax evasion which
means women more obey the tax rules than men.

Furthermore, we also examine Machiavellianism
as an internal factor that affects tax evasion.
Individuals with Machiavellian character show cold,
cynical behavior, pragmatic mindset and tend to be
immoral. This behavior is based on long-term
planning strategies, agentic motivation or self-
interest orientation, for example in terms of power or
money. This individual can be involved in fraud and
exploitation [21].

[24] explains the individual personalities who
have Machiavellianism influence the ethical behavior
and tendency on ethical dilemmas. Previous research
on the influence of Machiavellianism on ethical
decision making was conducted by [13] and [28].
They found a negative relationship, when a person
has a high Machiavellian, the lower the ethical
decision. [27], explained that Machiavellian has a
negative and significant effect on students' ethical
perceptions. Based on this research, the result shows
that someone who has a Machiavellian tends to
commit unethical acts, in this case is tax evasion.

This study examined the behavior of tax evasion
from the psychological and internal perspectives of
taxpayers, but some previous study asses the
behavior from an economic approach in contrast.
Recent literature has assessed that the economic
approach fails to provide in-depth insights into tax
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compliance behavior because it put a lot of emphasis
on economic factors and ignores psychological
approaches [2]. Psychologists and economists admit
that the traditional research paradigm with an
economic approach is incomplete [1]. Several studies
have shown that taxpayers include non-economic
considerations in decision making [9].

Then, the purpose of this research examined the
influence of internal factors, namely gender and
Machiavellianism on tax evasion behavior among
accounting students. The reason for using students is
because students are considered to be able to
represent practitioners in terms of decision making
([17]. A research with student subjects is important
because students, especially undergraduate students,
will become business people who will carry out all
their tax obligations in the future and will carry out
ethical decisions regarding their tax obligations. This
research is expected to contribute to the taxation
literature on tax evasion behavior from the internal
and psychological perspectives of taxpayers.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1. Tax evasion

Tax evasion refers to illegal and deliberate
actions by individuals to reduce tax obligations [1].
Tax evasion is a violation of tax laws by reporting
understatement of income or reporting income
greater than it actually is (overstatement) and a more
severe form of tax evasion is not reporting income at
all [22].

2.2. Gender

Gender socialization theory states that men and
women have different roles and values in individual
roles, thus forming differences in interests, decisions
and practices between men and women. Women are
considered to emphasize more on harmonious
interpersonal relationships, care, and do a good job.
While men put more emphasis on competitive
success and extrinsic rewards including financial
rewards and status and ignoring relationships
between individuals. The difference behaviour of
men and women causes men to be more likely to
behave unethically to achieve a goal than women.

Several studies have proven the influence of
differences in the roles of men and women to shape
differences in behaviour, interests and decisions. The
presence of women in the company is considered to
increase the value of the company. The corporate
governance system emphasizes the role of female
directors on company boards, because women are
believed to be more effective in monitoring the
process of making a balance between shareholders
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[12]. [16] states that female CFOs are less involved
in earnings management and more conservative in
financial reporting than male CFOs. In terms of tax
avoidance, [12] also found that the presence of
women on the board of directors reduces corporate
tax avoidance.

Men and women also have different attitudes and
behaviours in taxation. In terms of tax compliance,
women are found to be more compliant than men [5].
[7] and [20] has shown that women are significantly
more obedient than men. Women were also found to
be more resistant to tax evasion than men. Women
also tend to judge tax evasion behaviour as unethical
behaviour [18]. Based on the description, this study
expects that men tend to commit tax evasion than
women because men are found to be more concerned
with money, tend to engage in unethical behaviour
while women are found to be more obedient and
opposed to tax evasion behaviour. Therefore, based
on the explanation, the hypothesis can be stated:

H1: Men are more likely to commit tax evasion than
women

2.3. Machiavellian

The Machiavellian personality is described as a
personality that has less affection in personal
relationships, ignores conventional morals, and
shows low ideological commitment (Richmond
2001). Machiavellian personalities have a tendency
to manipulate other people and very low respect for
others.

[4] stated that individuals with high
Machiavellian tend to lie more. Individuals with high
Machiavellian will be more likely to commit
unethical actions than individuals with low
Machiavellian, the higher a person's Machiavellian
behaviour, the lower his ethical perception. [27] said
that the higher a person's Machiavellian behaviour
will have a significant negative effect on students'
ethical perceptions. The higher a person's
Machiavellian, the lower his ethical perception.

Machiavellian has a negative relationship with
ethical perceptions. That is, the higher a person's
Machiavellian the lower the ethics they have, so they
tend to commit unethical acts such as tax evasion.
Based on the above conclusions, it shows that the
higher a person's Machiavellian, the lower their
ethical perception, which results in them tending to
commit tax evasion. Based on the description, the
hypothesized is:

H2: Machiavellian has a significant positive effect
ontax evasion behaviour
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3. METHODS

This research is a causative research with subjects
of accounting students at the Faculty of Economics,
State University of Padang. A total of 151 students
participated in this study. The selected students are
students who have attended and passed the taxation
course. Students who have passed the taxation course
are assumed to have adequate understanding and can
represent taxpayers in this study. The data in this
study were collected through an electronic survey.
This study uses a research instrument by [15] to
assess tax evasion behavior.

Gender is measured using a dummy with a
symbol of 1 for men and 0 for women. Meanwhile,
Machiavellian is measured using the Mach IV and
the instrument consists of 20 question items. Then,
the respondent is given a statement with a Likert
scale which will contain a statement about the level
of agree and disagree for each statement item,
namely a score of 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly
agree). The higher the score means the higher
Machiavellian behavior of the respondent. The data
collected were analyze by multiple regression
analysis.

4. RESULT

A total of 151 responses were used for analysis in
this study. Demographic statistics show that as many
as 96 women (63%) and 55 men (37%). The F test
results show a significance value of 0.001, less than
0.05. The results of this study also show an Adjusted
R Square value of 0.074, which means that the
research variable is able to explain 7.4% of the
change in the value of the dependent variable,
namely the behaviour of tax evasion. Meanwhile, the
remaining 92.6% is explained by other variables not
examined in this study. The analysis was then
continued with hypothesis testing with the t test.

The first hypothesis formulated is gender has a
significant influence on tax evasion behavior, men
tend to commit tax evasion than women. The results
of the regression analysis showed that the positive
regression coefficient for gender was 1.363. These
results indicate that gender has a positive effect on
tax evasion behavior in accounting students (). That
is, based on the respondent's answer to the case of tax
evasion, it shows that female students tend to be
more obedient, while male students tend to commit
tax evasion. In addition, the results of the regression
analysis showed a significant value, 0.001 which is
less than 0.05. This means that gender has a
significant influence on tax evasion behavior in
accounting students. Thus, the first hypothesis is
supported.
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The results of this study were successful in
showing that there was a significant effect of gender
differences on tax evasion behavior, where male
students were more likely to commit tax evasion. The
results of this study are in line with some of the
results of previous studies which state that women
are more obedient than men [7; 20]. The results of
this study are in line with the findings of [18] who
conducted a survey in 82 countries, where the results
showed that 63% of countries showed that women
were significantly against the behavior of tax
evasion. The results of this study are also in line with
the gender socialization theory which states that men
and women have different roles and values, which
shape differences in interests, decisions and
practices. The difference between men and women is
due to the fact that men and women are dissociated
differently. Men are considered more likely to
engage in unethical behavior than women [25].

The second hypothesis formulated is the
Machiavellian has a significant influence on tax
evasion behavior. The outcomes of the regression
analysis showed a negative coefficient value of -
0.016 which indicates a negative influence between
Machiavellian characteristics (X2) and tax evasion
behavior (Y). This means that this supports the
argument that the higher a person's Machiavellian
behavior, the lower their ethics, so that they tend to
commit unethical acts such as tax evasion.
Furthermore, the results of regression analysis
showed a significant value, namely 0.367 greater
than 0.05. The outcome of this research reveal that
Machiavellian does not have a significant effect on
tax evasion behavior. Thus, the second hypothesis is
not supported.

The results of this study are in line with the
results of [8] study which found that
Machiavellianism had no effect on students' ethical
perceptions of tax evasion behavior. This can happen
because in addition to internal factors, respondents
also consider external factors. This can also be
caused because accounting students have obtained
ethics courses so that they perceive tax evasion
behavior as fraud.

5. CONCLUSION

The aim of this research was to empirically
examine the effect of gender and Machiavellian on
tax evasion behavior among accounting students.
Data from this study were obtained through an
electronic survey of 151 accounting students at the
Faculty of Economics, Padang State University, who
had attended and passed taxation courses. The data
were analyzed using multiple linear regression
analysis.
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The results of this study indicate that gender as an
individual internal factor affects tax evasion
behavior. Women were found to be more compliant
while men were more likely to commit tax evasion.
However, the results of this study did not find a
significant effect between Machiavellianism and tax
evasion behavior.
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