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ABSTRACT  
Education by various groups is still believed to be an escalator to raise one's social status. Because of that education 

has a strategic position to break the path between poverty and ignorance. But this does not happen to coastal 

communities, remote on Gili Re. Where the number of children dropping out of school is very high. The majority of 

the final education of Gili Re coastal children only reaches primary school (SD) and not a few who drop out of school 

at the junior secondary level. The contributing factors are the lack of educational facilities, the economic conditions of 

parents and the views of parents and children on the importance of education. The purpose of this study was to 

determine dropout children on Gili Re and to find out the factors causing dropout children on Gili Re. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Education by various groups is still believed to be 

an escalator to raise one's social status. Education is a 

strong milestone to overcome poverty of knowledge, 

solve the problem of ignorance, and solve all the 

problems of the nation that has been happening. 

Education is one of the efforts in order to improve the 

quality of human life. Basically, the purpose of 

education is to humanize human beings, mature human 

beings, change behavior, and improve human quality for 

the better. Therefore, education will support people's 

lives in the future (Moh, 2010). 

According to the National Education System Law 

In order to educate the life of the nation, the government 

strives and organizes a national education system that is 

integrated, equitable, equal or balanced with local, 

regional and international quality bases. The aim is to 

improve the quality of Indonesia's human resources, 

catch up with all aspects of life and adapt to global 

changes and the development of science and technology 

((Nomor, 2003.) 

One of the problems of education that has not been 

able to be overcome until now is a dropout child 

((Sabates et al., 2010; Schargel & Smink, 2014)., et al., 

2010). (Sabates et al., 2010; Schargel & Smink, 2014). 

Dropping out of school is a predicate given to former 

students who are unable to complete an education level 

so they cannot continue their studies to the next level of 

education ((Rifa’i, 2016).  Out of school children are 

those who have attended school at one level of 

education, but then cannot complete education due to 

various. From various research results found related to 

the dominant factors causing school dropouts including; 

parent attention factor ((Dewi et al., 2014). community 

view factor towards education ((Mujiati et al., 2018), 

play environment factor ((Laras, 2019). school distance 

factor ((Asmara & Sukadana, 2016), parental 

employment factor as farm laborer, farmer, fisherman 

((Sofya et al., 2018) 

The government regulation on compulsory 

education is stipulated in article 34 of the National 

Education Law ((Indonesia, 2003). Stipulating that the 

government and regional governments guarantee the 

implementation of a compulsory education program at 

the minimum level of basic education without charging 

fees. Implementing the compulsory education basic 

education program is part of the education policy in 

Indonesia in achieving education for all. Regulations on 

compulsory education include the rights and obligations 

of Indonesian citizens, the responsibilities of the 

government and regional governments ((Umbara, 2017) 

Ironically, the government regulation on 

compulsory education as stipulated in article 34 of the 

National Education Law in its implementation has not 

been fully even and fair. Poor people have not yet felt 

access to government policies in overcoming their fate. 

Their fate flows in the struggle of their own lives 

((Oktari et al., 2015; Silfia, 2013).  

 This happened in the coastal and remote areas of 

Gili Re, Pare Mas Village, Jerowaru District. The 

education of children in these areas has not been fully 

considered by the government. This is a common irony 

faced by people in remote and outermost regions. In 

general, the educational problems often faced in remote 
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areas are the lack of teacher staff, lack of representative 

learning space facilities and school locations that are 

difficult to reach, children's motivation and parents' 

attention is still low. Blurred portraits of children's 

education on Gili Re can be seen from the dropout rates. 

The majority of final education in the coastal 

communities of Gili Re is only up to elementary school 

(SD) and not a few who drop out of school at the junior 

high school level (SMP) 

The blurry portrait of children’s education on Gili 

Re has theoretical relevance in the perspective of 

Marx’s conflict theory ((Coulthard et al., 2011; 

Fägerlind & Saha, 2016; Grusky, 2019; Xie, 2019).     

According to the conflict theory that the main factor that 

causes social inequality is economic factors, then 

educational institutions also experience the same thing. 

This means that according to the perspective of conflict 

theory, educational institutions (schools) also contribute 

to causing social inequality in society. Schools are 

considered having widened the gap between the rich and 

the poor and education also helped the elite to maintain 

their dominance. Individuals from the upper classes will 

usually choose or continue their education to expensive 

and classy public schools. On the other hand, 

individuals from lower classes tend to continue their 

education in peripheral schools, lack quality, lack of 

facilities and even drop out of school due to lack of 

funds (Zainuddin, 2008). 

Thus schools always create social inequalities in 

society, even though the education system provides the 

widest possible access, but this system will still not 

benefit the lower classes ((Martono, 2010; Usher & 

Kober, 2012). This is what happens in remote areas such 

as Gili Re, Paremas Village. 

Besides that, the low education of the coastal 

community of Gili Re also influences the mindset of 

parents of the importance of education. Even education 

is considered being part of the problems of their lives 

because it is considered burdening their economic 

conditions ((Mahmud, 2011; Wang et al., 2016). Based 

on the above, the authors are interested in researching 

related to school dropouts in the Coastal Communities 

in Gili Re, Paremas Village, Jerowaru District, East 

Lombok Regency. 

 

2. METHOD 
This research is a descriptive study with a 

qualitative approach. Qualitative approach is an 

approach in conducting research oriented to natural 

phenomena or phenomena ((Mahmud, 2011). The 

subjects of this study were students who had dropped 

out of school, parents and community leaders 

Data collection techniques carried out by non-

participant observation, in-depth interviews and 

documentation. While the data analysis uses the analysis 

of Miles & Huberman ((Miles & Huberman, 1992), 

namely the interactive model which classifies data 

analysis through three stages, namely data reduction, 

data presentation, and drawing conclusions. 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Common ceremony Low socioeconomic level is a 

common characteristic of fishermen's lives wherever 

they are ((Kusnadi, 2002; Wheeler et al., 2012). 

Generally this poverty condition is inherent in 

traditional fishermen who are more subsistence oriented 

((Satria, 2015).      

Unlike the people in the city who are so easy to 

access education, adequate infrastructure and the quality 

of qualified teachers. In remote areas, especially on Gili 

Re, where the people earn a living as traditional 

fishermen, there are still many education problems that 

threaten the future of children. Fisherman's children on 

Gili Re must accept the reality of having a low level of 

education due to dropping out of school. In this context, 

the poverty that afflicts fishing households has made it 

difficult for them to shape the lives of the next 

generation better ((Laras, 2019). 

It can be said that the future of children's education 

on Gili Re depends on the neighboring island, Gili 

Belek, because on Gili Re there are no school facilities 

at various levels. The size of the small area of Gili Re 

(91 hectares) l is the reason for not allowing him to 

build schools on the island. Most of the people of Gili 

Re, Paremas Village, only have education at the 

elementary school level and not a few of them have 

dropped out of school at the junior high school level. 

Based on interviewed Gili Re's community 

education on average reaches elementary schools (SD) 

and junior high schools (SMP), only a few children who 

complete high school (SMA). Most of the children drop 

out of school on Gili Re when they sit in elementary 

school (SD) and junior high school (SMP).The 

following data on children's education in Gili Re 

Paremas Village: 

 

Table 01 School Age Education on Gili Re 

No. School Age Children Total  Graduate 

1 Elementary school (SD) 61 49 

2 Junior High (SMP) 38 24 

3 High School (SMA) 23 14 

 total 120 85 

Source: Profile of  Desa Paremas,  2018. 
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Table 02 Dropout School Child on Gili Re 

No.  Dropout School Age Total  

1 Elementary school (SD) 12 

2 Junior High (SMP) 14 

3 High School (SMA) 9 

 Total 35 

Source: Profile of  Desa Paremas,  2018. 

 

Based on the informant’s acknowledgment, that 

dropping out of school in the first grade of junior high 

school, because of economic limitations and the reality 

they encounter daily, is a barrier to continuing education 

and dropping out of school. The issue of school 

dropouts in Gili Re continues to occur from the past 

until now and still cannot be overcome until now. 

Therefore, education in Gili Re Paremas Village really 

requires government attention to resolve the factors 

causing high dropout rates on Gili Re. From the above 

data it can be explained that the number of school-age 

children on Gili Re is 120 people, who completed 85 

people from elementary, junior high and high school 

levels. Whereas there are 35 dropouts from all levels of 

education. The highest number of children dropping out 

of school at the junior high school level is 14 people, 

while at the elementary school level there are 12 people 

and the high school level is 9 people. 

 

Factors Causing School Drop Outs 

From various studies, the factors that cause school 

dropouts are not only caused by one factor, but multi 

factors both internal and external factors ((Laras, 2019). 

The condition of school dropouts in the outermost and 

remote areas of Gili Re is also .y external and internal 

factors. However, there are three dominant factors that 

trigger high dropout rates on Gili Re.Based on the 

results of researchers searching through interviews from 

various parties there are several factors that cause 

children to drop out of high school, namely: 

 

a. Absence of educational facilities 

On Gili Re there are no educational facilities from 

elementary to high school. The only education facility 

available is PAUD. While PAUD did not last long and 

now no longer exists, because PAUD in Gili Re has not 

received written permission from the Regional 

Government. Because of the vast area of Gili Re which 

makes it impossible to build educational facilities so 

that the children of the coast of Gili Re have to take 

education to neighboring Gili, namely Gili Beleq. In 

other words, the future of children's education on Gili 

Re is determined in schools in Gili Beleq. Because SD-

SMAN facilities only exist on Gili Re, even then the 

children must go through access roads that are very 

alarming. One of the causes of school dropouts as 

acknowledged by the children above is the distance to 

the location of the school that must be traveled to 

neighboring Gili, namely Gili Beleq 

 

b. Economic Conditions of Parents 

Economic problems become a common problem 

inherent in coastal communities ((Coulthard et al., 2011; 

Viles & Spencer, 2014).  Inability of economic parents, 

many children do not attend school or drop out of 

primary school ((Kusnadi, 2002). This also happened to 

coastal children on Gili Re. Parents cannot afford to pay 

for their children to continue their education so they 

drop out of school. Children are required to join in 

earning a living bearing the burden of family life. 

 

c. Parent and Child Views of Education 

The education level of coastal communities on Gili 

Re which is generally low influences the mindset of 

parents on the importance of education. This is due to 

their view that even without highly educated children on 

Gili Re can already earn their own money by going to 

sea with their parents or neighbors. Besides that, if a 

child goes to school, it will be considered a burden on 

parents related to the cost 

Based on the explanation above, it can be explained that 

parents’ indifference to children’s education on Gili Re 

affects the motivation of children to continue their 

education so that it will end in school dropouts. 

Therefore, there needs to be an awareness of various 

parties to provide input and related assistance related to 

the importance of education. 

 

4. CONCLUSIONS 
Children's Education in the Coastal Community of 

Gili Re is very worrying. Blurred portraits of education 

on Gili Re can be seen from the many children who 

drop out of school at the elementary and junior high 

levels. Besides that ,the future of children's education on 

Gili Re is very dependent on the neighboring island of 

Gili Belek 

While the Causes of School Drop Outs on Gili Re 

are: first, the absence of educational facilities on Gili 

Re. Because the area is very small, it is not possible to 

build educational facilities so that the children of the 

Gili Re coast must study in the neighboring Gili, namely 

Gili Beleq. Second, the economic conditions of parents. 

The majority of the Gili Re community who work as 

fishermen with uncertain income becomes a 

consideration for children dropping out of school and 

parents supporting it Third, the views of parents and 

children towards education.he education level of coastal 

communities on Gili Re which is generally low 

influences the mindset of parents on the importance of 

education. This affects the motivation and learning 
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interest of children is low so they prefer to drop out of 

schoo 
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