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ABSTRACT 

There are indications that the quality of Indonesian education is still lacking among the releases issued by the PISA 

agency. Regarding the quality of education, the research problem is the implementation of national lessons and 

independent learning to improve the quality of education at SMP Negeri 1 Banyuasin III. The research method used 

was qualitative with the research subjects were the principal and teachers at SMP Negeri 1 Banyuasin III. The data 

techniques used were interviews, observation and documentation study. The data analysis technique used consists of 

data reduction, data presentation and conclusion drawing. The triangulation of this study is the result of field 

observations conducted by researchers at SMP Negeri 1 Banyuasin as well as a study of existing documentation. The 

results of income triangulation show that improving the quality of education can be carried out by planning, 

implementing, evaluating and reflecting on learning activities from independent and learning policies.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The quality of education is a problem that has 

become a challenge for the Indonesian nation from 

time to time. In recent years, the triennial release of the 

PISA (Program for International Student assessment) 

has always provided a sad picture of the low 

proficiency of Indonesian students. 

Still reflecting on the blurry results of the PISA 

evaluation, the education (education) page of the 

Kompas news daily (kompas.com, Sunday, April 5, 

2020), said that the minister of education and culture, 

Nadiem Makarim, prepared 5 (five) strategies to carry 

out holistic learning to develop Indonesia's superior 

human resources. 

The five strategies are: a more selective method of 

selecting school principals, creating a "new" generation 

of teachers, simplifying the curriculum, assessing the 

minimum competencies as a substitute for the national 

exam and optimizing the use of ICT in learning. 

encouragement or motivation. 

Related to the above problems, this research will 

discuss the implementation of the exemption of the 

National Examination and Free Learning towards the 

quality of education in Banyuasin III sub-district, 

Banyuasin Regency. 

1.1. Quality of Education 

The quality of education is a measure of the 

success rate of the education process in a country. 

Quality education will affect various aspects of the 

country's life [1]. [2] argues that education quality is a 

function of an effective learning process, leadership, 

teacher participation, student participation, 

management, organization, physical environment and 

resources, school customer satisfaction, input and 

facilities support, and school culture. 

Quality education refers to two things, namely 

process and results [3]. [4]wrote several components 

related to the quality of education, namely: quality of 

input (students, infrastructure, human resources), 

process quality (teacher quality, learning quality, 

student learning quality, managerial quality), output 

quality (academic and Non-Academic). 

1.2. Exception of National Examination 

Education as a process requires evaluation. There 

are at least three main reasons why education needs 

evaluation. First, from a process point of view, there is 

interdependence between the three components 

(teaching objectives, materials, and teaching and 

learning methods). Second, the objective will direct 

how the implementation of the teaching and learning 

process (material, teaching and learning methods) 

should be implemented, third, is a reference frame for 

evaluating learning outcomes [5]National examinations 

have been carried out for many years. From starting to 

be called the state exam, ebtanas, the national final 

exam or UAN and finally since 2005 it was called the 

national exam or UN [6] In 2019, the government 
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declared that the national exams would be stopped. 

There are at least three reasons behind the policy being 

taken. 1. National exams have so far only tested low 

order thinking skills 2. National exams do not 

encourage teachers to always carry out meaningful 

learning for students and 3. National exams are not 

optimal in boosting the quality of national education. 

1.3. Freedom of Learning 

Equitable education for a country as big and as 

wide as Indonesia is a work which is not only very 

important and noble but also hard and takes energy, 

time and money. However, as mandated by law, 

education and equitable education are things that must 

be implemented by the state. 

Fathurrochman [7] said that the concept of 

independent learning is that students feel comfortable 

learning and discussing with the teacher, because 

learning does not have to be in class, it can be carried 

out with outing classes by not only listening to 

explanations from the teacher but rather shaping the 

character of students, who are brave. independent, 

clever in socializing, civilized, polite and competent. 

The essence of Independent Learning is to explore 

the greatest potential of teachers and students to 

innovate and improve the quality of learning 

independently. 

1.4. Relevant Research Results 

Fathurrochman [8] entitled "The Principal's Vision 

as a Driver of Educational Quality" The results of the 

EHara research study concluded that the concept of the 

Principal's Vision as a driver of Educational Quality is 

expected to overcome the problem of low quality 

education by optimizing all the resources available in 

schools. 

Research by Ristianti [9] was entitled "Computer-

Based National Exam Swot Analysis." This study 

analyzes the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 

challenges faced by schools in implementing computer-

based school exams. 

Although the discussion focuses on the SWOT 

analysis of the implementation of the computer-based 

national exam (UNBK), research by Pernamawati, et 

al. provide adequate reference material for efforts to 

develop a logical framework for the author's research 

discussing exemption from national exams. 

 

2. METHODS 
This research is a qualitative research conducted at 

SMP Negeri 1 Banyuasin III and takes place between 

August and November 2020. Data collection was 

carried out in several ways, such as using interviews, 

observation and documentation. 

The research questions to be answered in this study are: 

1. How do principals and teachers carry out the 

Competency Assessment and Character Survey? 

2. What should be done by principals and teachers in 

improving the quality of education for both teachers 

and students? 

3. What are the facilities and infrastructure and 

resources that can support efforts to improve the 

quality of education? 

4. What should be implemented by school principals 

and teachers in implementing the curriculum and 

learning process for independent learning? 

5. How is the impact of the Exemption of National 

Examination and Freedom of Learning on education 

quality? 

6. What is the principal's policy in an effort to 

encourage teachers to be creative, innovative, and 

master the strategies, models and approaches of 21st 

Century Learning? 

  

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
The results showed that the answers given by the 

informa, both the principal and the teachers who were 

the research subjects, were in conformity and got good 

results and were in accordance with the focus and 

research questions 

Freedom of learning is a policy based on the 

philosophy that every human child has the right to learn 

and obtain learning in accordance with their natural 

traits and talents [10] [11] [12]. 

SMP Negeri 1 Banyuasin III has implemented the 

concept of independent learning, shows that the 

teaching and learning process is carried out in an 

atmosphere of adaptation to new habits (AKB), 3M 

(maintaining distance, wearing masks and washing 

hands). The teacher provides learning based on the RPP 

(lesson plan) during the pandemic which is an 

adjustment to learning tools in normal situations [13] 

[14] [15]. 

SMP Negeri 1 Banyuasin III is ready to implement 

the national exam exemption program by carrying out 

competency assessments and character surveys. The 

results of interviews with the school principal, it was 

found that SMP Negeri 1 Banyuasin III had prepared 

various tools needed to carry out competency 

assessments and character surveys [16]. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 
The exemption of the national exam (UN) is a 

kemendibud policy which has been launched since the 

end of 2019. The implementation of the policy is 

planned to start in 2021 or in the 2020/2021 school 

year. SMP Negeri 1 Banyuasin III has anticipated these 

changes. Learning devices, starting from the KTSP 

document for the 2020/2021 school year, began to 

include assessment activities and character survey. 
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Teachers are given the opportunity to take part in 

workshops, technical guidance regarding minimum 

competency assessment and character surveys. SMP 

Negeri 1 Banyuasin III also facilitates the 

implementation of in-house training through MGMP 

for as many teachers as possible, increasing their 

competence in the field of AKM and Character 

surveys. 

Freedom of Learning. The free learning policy, 

which provides the widest possible opportunity for 

teachers and students to develop what they have, to 

learn what they are interested in, is fully supported by 

the leadership ranks at SMP Negeri 1 Banyuasin III. 

Freedom of learning, based on the observations and 

findings of researchers at SMP Negeri 1 Banyuasin III, 

has great potential in contributing to improving the 

quality of education at SMP Negeri 1 Banyuasin III, 

especially in the long term. 

Improving the quality of education can be carried 

out by planning, implementing, evaluating and 

reflecting through the activities of exemption from 

national exams and the policy of free learning. 

The policy program for exemption from national exams 

and freedom of study should be implemented with 

should be carried out with all the effort. The successful 

implementation of both, gives great hope for the 

improvement of the quality of education which in the 

end also means the improvement of Indonesia's face. 
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