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ABSTRACT

The article is devoted to the cultural cooperation between China and Russia at the beginning of the XXI century.
In the modern stage China and Russia build bilateral relations with "strategic partnership™ character. The aim of
the study is to identify the role of cultural cooperation for the Chinese-Russian strategic partnership. To achieve
this goal, the following tasks were identified: to analyze the common features of Chinese and Russian cultures,
as well as to study the political and conceptual level of development of the cultural component in the national
discourses of China and Russia. The using of civilizational and systemic approaches allowed the author to draw
conclusion about the cultural aspect plays an important role because it is an integral part of bilateral relations and
a promising component of the implementation of national interests.
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The aim of this article is to identify cultural
cooperation for the Chinese-Russian strategic
partnership. To achieve this goal, the following

1. INTRODUCTION

In the modern realities of the changing

international architectonics under the influence of
globalization  processes bilateral cooperation
between states in the cultural aspect is becoming
particular importance. Aimed at implementing the
foreign policy strategy and achieving national
interests by maintaining strong ties between the two
peoples and accumulating civilizational
imperatives, this aspect is characterized by a
comprehensive content and includes interstate
cooperation on cultural issues. The outlined
potential of this tool of the Sino-Russian strategic
partnership, aggravated by its active use in foreign
policy, actualizes the study of its application in the
bilateral relations of the two states.

Russia and China have stable socio-cultural
systems that have preserved their identity and
integrity for a significant historical time, despite
internal transformation and threats from an
external, often aggressive, environment. They are
characterized by certain cultural and historical
types that can integrate a significant number of
local cultures and ethnic communities on the basis
of a single worldview and social model.

tasks were identified: to analyze the common
features of Chinese and Russian cultures, as well as
to study the political and conceptual level of
development of the cultural component in the
national discourses of China and Russia.

The research methodology is based on the
civilizational and systemic approaches. The
civilizational approach used to analyze their
interaction allows us to present all the main system-
forming components of society through culture,
which is placed at the center of the problems of
studying the historical process. Therefore, this
approach has not only a great potential for
theoretical ~ synthesis, but also a special
historiosophical significance. Within the framework
of a systematic approach, cultural cooperation
between China and Russia is considered as a
system of interrelated areas that determine the
degree of realization of mutual interests. This study
uses a comparative analysis method to identify
common features in the culture of China and
Russia, as well as to correlate the level of
conceptual security of bilateral relations.
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2. INTERACTION OF CULTURES OF
CHINA AND RUSSIA: THE
PROBLEM OF COMPATIBILITY

Since the initial period of establishing bilateral
ties in the XVII century, a significant cultural
distance between Russia and China has been
revealed. One of the most authoritative experts in
the field of bilateral relations in the Far Eastern
region, V. L. Larin, writes: "The two civilizations,
the Slavic and the Chinese, do not give in to mutual
assimilation, do not mix, which gave rise to many
problems of an ethno-cultural nature in the process
of their interaction." However, there is an opposite
point of view [1]. Therefore, experts G. Krieger and
Zheng Jia note the spiritual closeness of our
cultures [2].

Without detracting from the theoretical
significance of this discussion, we should focus on
the general features that positively affect the
dialogue between the two cultures. The first
similarity is their high-contextuality, according to
the typology of E. Hall [3]. This wealth, inherited
by the culture, testifies to the preservation of the
deep historical tradition of the two civilizations. At
the same time, it is necessary to take into account
the existing differences in the contexts themselves.
In addition to the dividing effect, they stimulate
mutual interest, and the considerable distance
between cultural systems determines the high
creative potential of the cultural dialogue between
China and Russia. Highly contextual cultures are
characterized by the following features that
determine the behavior patterns of their carriers: an
unspoken, hidden manner of speech; a large
semantic content of the unspoken; an important role
of nonverbal communication [4]. The commonality
in the behavior of the participants in the dialogue
creates a trusting atmosphere that promotes their
mutual understanding and better adaptation in a
foreign cultural environment.

Another significant quality of the cultures of
China and Russia is a significant assimilation
experience. Over their centuries-old history, both
nations have integrated the cultures of numerous
peoples who have interacted with them. The
assimilation potential has formed a serious
communicative resource of the Chinese and
Russian cultures, which can be realized in their
further interaction [5].
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An important component of the picture of the
world, which sets the sequence of events and the
rhythm of life in any society, is the concept of time.
From this point of view, it is necessary to consider
the stability of the calendar traditions of Russia and
China. Chinese and Russian cultures are based on
the idea of a cyclical flow of time, a straight line of
progress is alien to them. This forms a commonality
in the perception of time, in which much happens
simultaneously and is understood not as a straight
path, but as a kind of knot of intertwining many
problems [6]. A common feature of cultures, which
has a significant potential for dialogue, is the large
role of interpersonal informal relationships. This is
evidenced by the rich experience of communication
between the population of the Russian Far East and
China during the study period. Personal
agreements, the communication itself, are
considered more important than the adopted action
plan, and often even-the benefit. Representatives of
polychronous cultures are more dynamic in dealing
with time, while punctuality and daily routine are
not given much importance.

A significant communicative aspect is that
China and Russia belong to societies with a high
distance in the relations of the people and the
authorities, with  developed traditions  of
collectivism in accordance with the theory of
cultural dimensions by G. Hofstede. The cultures of
both countries are characterized by paternalism. In
the ideal model, the State's policy towards its
citizens is aimed at comprehensively guiding the
development and well-being of all citizens. The
actions of the authorities that contradict these stable
ideas cause a crisis of legitimacy.

3. CONCEPTUALIZATION OF
CULTURAL COOPERATION
BETWEEN CHINA AND RUSSIA

In parallel with the growth of China's economy
and military capabilities in the 21st century, China's
domestic political discourse has shifted from
socialist values to traditional Chinese culture and
history. Throughout the 2000s, the PRC's
diplomacy mainly operated with ideas that
emphasized the traditionally peaceful nature of
Chinese culture. In addition, China is striving to
promote its national culture, especially in the
partner countries, which was facilitated by the
organizational base and financial capabilities.
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As the country's foreign policy activity
intensified, the political leadership developed a
value base to support its policy. Proclaimed in
2005, Chinese President Hu Jintao's idea of a
"harmonious™ world (fnigtt5 - hexie shijie) was
intended to increase social responsibility and
interconnectedness. At the 18th CCP Congress
(2012), Hu Jintao named uniqueness (4% -
dutexing) and tolerance (&z1t% - baorongxing) as
the "core values" of Chinese culture in the 21st
century. The Chinese "view of values” was clearly
outlined, which implies twelve components: at the
state level — wealth and power, democracy,
civilization, harmony; at the society level -
freedom, equality, justice and the rule of law; at the
human level — patriotism, dedication, honesty,
friendship and kindness [7]. Therefore, the Chinese
leadership has laid a value foundation for
improving the image component of its global
strategy of "going abroad” and related concrete
steps on the world stage.

The cultural agenda in the foreign policy of the
People's Republic of China has gained a special
impetus since the proclamation by the President of
the People's Republic of China Xi Jinping of the
concept of building a "community of the common
destiny of mankind" (ANZE@mizHE & - renlei
mingyun gongtongti) in 2012. This concept reflects
the view of the Chinese leadership on the reform of
the modern world political structure and the
establishment of China's role as one of the main
architects of the world order for the foreseeable
future. Focusing on diplomacy, the economy,
security and the environment, Xi Jinping's construct
also touches on the cultural sphere. In this
direction, the Chinese side proposed to promote
exchanges between civilizations "on the condition
of mutual respect, borrowing positive aspects,
harmonious coexistence" and recognize the ideas of
the superiority of one civilization over another as
untenable and destructive [8].

In Xi Jinping's report to the 19th National
Congress of the CPC, the task of promoting cultural
cooperation to build a community of common
destiny remained the same. The Chinese leader
again stress, that China should "promote inter-
civilizational exchanges involving harmonious
coexistence while preserving identity, mutual
perception and complementarity”. However, the
role of Chinese culture itself in this inter-
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civilizational exchange was stipulated. The
necessity of introducting the best achievements of
advanced  socialist culture  with  Chinese
characteristics was emphasized, and the source of
this is "the outstanding traditional culture of China,
formed during more than five thousand years of the
history of Chinese civilization" [9]. Thus, Xi
Jinping has built a clear logic for dialogue with the
international community, where the cultural aspect
plays a significant role.

The foreign policy concept has a material
embodiment associated with the implementation of
the infrastructure initiative "the Belt and Road
Initiative”, which also contains a "cultural” subtext.
At the Silk Road 2017 forum, the Chairman noted
that the initiative is aimed at building a “path of
joint civilizational development” and stressed the
need to promote the dialogue of civilizations and
attach great importance to cultural cooperation [10].
Therefore, "the Belt and Road Initiative" initiative
appears as an implementation of the traditional
Chinese approach to foreign policy. As the basic
principles of "the Belt and Road Initiative™ (as well
as the "community of a single destiny of
humanity") traditional Chinese values such as
friendship, sincerity, kindness, and inclusiveness
stand out [11].

Such attention to the normative elaboration of
the concept of the "Community of One Destiny"
and the economic initiatives that fill it with content,
allows us to talk about China's elevation of the
humanistic concept to the rank of state policy. This
corresponds to the theory of the authoritative
scholar from Tsinghua University, Yang Xuetong,
about "moral leadership” (E X - wanquan). He
argues that the most powerful state in the
international system should develop relations with
other countries on the basis of mutual respect. All
benevolent actions of the leader should be guided
by morality, not by force [12]. The creation of a
"system of true values" with an emphasis on such
qualities as justice (4 £ - gongzheng) and
rationality (&% — heli) provides an alternative in
the conditions of the dominance of "universal
values in the Western sense" [13]. Should be
assumed that the new foreign policy concept will
only strengthen the formatting of the image
component of the benevolent and moral subject in
China's rhetoric, which stimulates the cultural
component in relations with Russia.
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The main directions of the Russian Federation's
policy in the field of cultural cooperation are
reflected in the document of the same name,
developed by the Russian Foreign Ministry in
December 2010 [14]. The importance of this
direction was explained by the need to create a
favorable image of the country abroad and meet the
interests of increasing the number of friends of
Russia, countering the drawing of new dividing
lines, neutralizing anti-Russian sentiments of
political and ideological origin. In addition, this
document contains a view on cultural cooperation
as a means of overcoming the negative
consequences of globalization, as well as
maintaining stable and long-term ties between
States, public organizations and people.

The support of international cultural contacts is
currently designated as one of the priority areas of
state policy [15]. The "Concept of Foreign Policy
of the Russian Federation” of 2016 identifies
strengthening the position of the Russian language
in the world, popularizing the achievements of
national culture, national historical heritage and
cultural identity of the peoples of Russia, Russian
education and science, and consolidating the
Russian Diaspora as the main tasks of
implementing the strategic national priorities of the
Russian Federation [16]. Among the mechanisms
for achieving such important tasks for Russian
foreign policy, the Russian leadership considers
both interstate interaction and cooperation with
international non-governmental organizations, and
calls the resource of public diplomacy a means of
inter-civilizational dialogue.

Based on the content of the fundamental legal
documents, it can be stated that in Russia the
concept of "cultural and humanitarian relations"
includes the importance of establishing and
maintaining international contacts in the field of
education, culture, science, mass communications,
etc.

These maxims predictably caused a discussion
in the Russian scientific community. Experts
conclude that for the effective implementation of
national goals through the humanitarian aspect of
the Russian Federation, it is necessary to create its
own logical link that would meet the image and
mission of Russia in a complex multipolar world
and see great potential in using the values of
peaceful coexistence of peoples, as well as focusing
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on multinational, federal and unity with compatriots
abroad [17]. Specialist in the field of applied
analysis of international relations A. V. Biryukov
notes that Russia needs to be reminded of the
spiritual sphere of its development with the help of
tools of conscious influence, namely, the richest
culture, religion, traditionally strong family and
kinship ties, powerful science, etc. [18]. When
searching for a foundation for improving the
effectiveness of humanitarian relations, discussions
are also held about the material potential of their
implementation.

The economic factor plays an important role in
the development of cooperation in the humanitarian
sphere. Despite the fact that the potential of
humanitarian cooperation is quite large, the
problem is the timely material and financial support
for the implementation of this potential. To make
the creation of common educational,
informationized, scientific and cultural space in
demand will largely allow the active development
of economic integration [19]. Thus, the process of
intensifying humanitarian relations is directly
dependent on the development of bilateral
economic initiatives.

4. CONCLUSION

We should notice that for both China and
Russia, the cultural aspect is an integral part of
bilateral relations and is considered as a promising
component of the implementation of national
interests.  However, given the level of
conceptualization and ideological content of this
aspect in the foreign policy of the two states, Russia
is in a somewhat reactive role against the
background of its partner, which, implementing
major political and economic initiatives and giving
them both rational and value characteristics, is
interested in establishing an intercultural dialogue
to form an image that meets the image policy of the
country.

Summing up, it is worth noting once again the
importance of cultural cooperation in the modern
Sino-Russian relations of strategic partnership. In
cultural cooperation, culture is used as an object
and means of achieving the fundamental goals of
the state's foreign policy, creating a favorable
image of the country, and popularizing the culture
and languages of its peoples. The high degree of
similarity of the fundamental phenomena of
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Chinese and Russian cultures
potential
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increases the

of bilateral cooperation in unstable

geopolitical conditions.
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