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ABSTRACT 

The state defense is an obligation that must be carried out by all citizens. Entering the third millennium the flow of 

information quickly enters Indonesia and makes everything easier, this also harms the inclusion of external values that 

are incompatible with Indonesia's character which has become an increase in radicalism, use of narcotics, and 

deviations in people's behavior so that it will have an impact on the spirit of defending the country for the younger 

generation, This article examines how citizenship education can strengthen the spirit of defending the country for the 

younger generation. The approach used in this article is a qualitative approach with a literature study method. Civic 

education is the right vehicle for developing and strengthening the spirit of defending the country by instilling the 

importance of self-awareness and pride in the country as an approach to learning through the five basic values of 

defending the country, namely 1) Love for the country; 2) Awareness of the nation and state; 3) Believe in Pancasila 

as the state ideology; 4) Willingness to sacrifice for the nation and state, and 5) Having the initial ability to defend the 

country. State defense education by linking to civic education material will strengthen the process of transferring the 

basic values of state defense so that the spirit of state defense will be embedded and internalized to the maximum of 

the souls of students which will strengthen the life of the Indonesian state. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Today the world is developing rapidly, the swiftness 

of globalization makes everything easy, but more than 

that globalization also causes the entry of western 

values that are incompatible with the characteristics of 

easterners such as Indonesia, these values shift and even 

eliminate existing local values [1], this problem should 

not be allowed to continue either because it will have a 

major impact on the nationalism of the younger 

generation which will decrease because local values are 

eroded or even lost so that the Indonesian nation can 

lose its identity [2]. This problem cannot be 

underestimated, because love for culture and the country 

itself is a bond that strengthens the sense of unity of 

citizens to maintain the continuity of state life. 

According to Maftuh [3] the young generation of 

Indonesia is the main focus in experiencing a sharp 

decline in nationalism, the decline nationalism has an 

impact on the awareness of defending the country for 

the younger generation, this can be seen in the many 

violence against children, the radicalism of Indonesian 

youths that is growing rapidly, the use of narcotics, 

behavior deviating from adolescents in terms of 

politeness, morality, religion, and others [4][5]. Another 

cause of the decline in awareness of state defense is also 

due to the low level of education, which exacerbates the 

negative impact of globalization on Indonesian society 

[3]. In this case, the state has the authority to regulate 

national education according to the country's goals so 

that the survival of the state is maintained [6]. One of 

the efforts is by presenting civic education as a means of 

overcoming problems related to awareness of state 

defense. 

Civic education is education that has an orientation 

to the system and stability of the country [7][8]. so that 

the direction of education is more towards making Good 

and ideal citizens [9][10]. According to Darmawan 

(2019), every citizen from various walks of life is 
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obliged to be responsible for defending the country 

according to his profession and position [11]. The term 

civic education was first used in 1960 by Thomas 

Jefferson, where he had the idea of public education 

which aims to get potential leaders from local 

government circles who will be able to uphold the 

interests of the state [12]. Pkn as a means of shaping the 

character of citizens which includes aspects of 

knowledge and skills such as basic functions of 

government, democratic values, and commitment to 

individual freedom [13]. 

According to article 23 of Law No. 20 of 2003, 

citizenship education is intended to form internal 

students who have a sense of pride and love for the 

country, the content of Civic education includes state 

ideology, constitution, human rights, state defense, 

regional governance, democracy, politics and national 

strategy, rights and obligations of the state, state 

governance of national identity and world peace [14][9]. 

Law No. 3 of 2002 states that the implementation of 

state defense, one of which can be done through Civic 

education, shows clearly that the important role of Civic 

education is in shaping the love of the homeland of 

citizens so that it will create a sense of pride in every 

citizen and be ready with all his strength to defend their 

country because, in fact, defense of the state is the 

responsibility of every citizen [15]. With the problems 

previously described, this article will examine how the 

actualization of Citizenship Education as a subject to 

strengthening the spirit of defending the country. 

2. METHODS 

The approach used in this article is qualitative, the 

approach accommodates the author to identify 

characteristics, observe and explore phenomena that 

occur naturally without any treatment from the 

researcher [16]. In line with that, Creswell [17] explains 

that the Qualitative approach provides researchers the 

space to explore and develop a detailed understanding 

of the main problems being studied. While the method 

used is the literature study method, namely by obtaining 

data related to the actualization of civic education in 

strengthening the spirit of national defense, then 

analyzing the data into new ideas to solve problems. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Civic education is one of the means in the process of 

developing the spirit of defending the country, this spirit 

is based on the competencies developed in civic 

education itself. Civic education is an educational 

program as the right vehicle to strengthen the spirit of 

defending the country for Indonesian citizens who are 

based on a love of the country. Various competencies 

developed in civic education are mandatory provisions 

that students should have to show active participation as 

smart citizens based on a sense of love for the country. 

Regarding constructs in civic education, based on 

the analysis of various sources, it can be seen that the 

construction of civic education consists of several 

components which are developed to be implemented as 

learning. The following are the components of 

Citizenship Education learning, namely: Learning 

Approaches, Learning Materials, Learning methods, 

learning media, learning resources, and learning 

evaluation [18]The learning approach in civic education 

is a very important component to be built and developed 

following the characteristics of students. Wahab & 

Sapriya [19]. explain that one of the innovations in the 

civic education learning approach is a change in the 

application of the learning approach from previously 

being goal-oriented and content-oriented to emphasizing 

process (process-based curriculum) even further. the 

approach becomes oriented to curriculum competence. 

Civic education is closely related to efforts to defend 

the state. State defense education can be carried out 

through Civic education, in the process of implementing 

state defense education in Civic education which is held 

in three scopes, namely formal, non-formal and informal 

education. According to Affandi, defense education is a 

means that will build collective awareness of the 

Indonesian people as a strong and great nation, the 

growth of collective awareness, the values of 

nationalism and patriotism in citizens will make citizens 

strong, because collective awareness is a very 

fundamental part of the maintaining state resilience both 

in the present and in the future [20]. 

State defense education can be an important asset for 

the Indonesian nation, today and in the future. State 

defense education can also be a means to make efforts 

to transform or socialize the noble values of the 

Indonesian nation such as the values of Pancasila, 

nationalism, and patriotism. The process of internalizing 

the basic values of defending the state can be carried out 

through Civic Education because in Civic Education is 

also taught how important the values of Pancasila, 

nationalism, and patriotism are for every citizen. In 

Indonesia, state defense education can be carried out in 

formal education carried out in schools or educational 

institutions under the auspices of civic education, but 

state defense education can be carried out through 

citizenship education in non-formal or informal 

education. 

As the purpose of Civic Education is to form 

patriotic citizens and nationalism, according to 

Soemantri [21] states that the general purpose of Civic 

Education lessons is to educate citizens to become good 

citizens, these citizens can be described. as citizens who 

are patriotic, tolerant, loyal to the nation and state, have 

a religion, democratic, and have true Pancasila. Patriotic 

is meant here is a spirit of heroism that places the 

interests of the nation and the state above personal or 

group interests, while the purpose of loyalty to the 
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nation and state is an atmosphere of mysticism that will 

bring a citizen to the courage and willingness to act and 

do everything for the benefit of the nation and state. 

This includes displaying efforts to defend the country. 

In line with this opinion, Wahab & Sapriya, [20]argues 

that the purpose of Civic Education is to develop 

rational and responsible participation in political life and 

citizens who are obedient to the values and basic 

principles of the Indonesian constitution. 

Civic Education is an educational program carried 

out as an effort to participate in defending the country 

by focusing on mental development and awareness of 

students as prospective citizens. Defending the state 

through Civic Education is state defense in a non-

physical form, namely the cultivation of awareness as its 

central focus. In Civic Education, every citizen must 

internalize several competencies to form a spirit of 

national defense. Branson [22] explains three 

competencies that citizens must have: (1) Civic 

knowledge is content or what citizens should know, 

while Civic knowledge that must be known includes: a) 

the socio-political life of society and government; b) the 

country's political system; c) governance that is run by 

the constitution and the aims, values, and principles of 

democracy; d) relations with other countries; and e) the 

role of citizens in democratic life; (2) Civic skills (civic 

skills), namely the relevant intellectual and participatory 

skills of citizens, the intellectual skills that citizens must 

have is the ability to think critically about various 

citizenship issues. Meanwhile, participatory skills are 

the involvement of citizens by way of interacting, 

monitoring, and influencing democratic life effectively 

and responsibly; and (3) Civic disposition, which 

includes the private and public character of citizens in 

democratic life. The personal or private character of 

citizens includes a) moral responsibility; b) self-

discipline; and c) respect for human values and dignity. 

Meanwhile, the public characteristics of citizens 

include: a) enthusiasm for public participation; b) 

courtesy ethics; c) obey the rule of law; d) critical 

thinking; e) able to listen to other people's opinions; f) 

able to negotiate; g) compromise; and h) mutual respect 

between each other.  

Civic education which is integrated with state 

defense education certainly has strong relevance to the 

various competencies of these citizens. For this reason, 

in-state defense education the cadres are formed with 

three competencies which include civic knowledge, 

civic disposition, and basic civic skills. civic education 

as an effort to defend the state in the process of every 

individual is instilled with an understanding of the 

importance of four consensuses in the life of the nation 

and state, namely Pancasila, the 1945 Constitution of 

the Republic of Indonesia, the Unitary State of the 

Republic of Indonesia and Bhinneka Tunggal Ika. These 

four consensuses are very important in increasing the 

awareness of defending the community's state. 

Defending the state is an important and non-

negotiable thing for the resilience of the nation and 

state. The state defense efforts undertaken must be truly 

relevant and strategic with today's developments. In 

addition to strengthening national defense efforts, state 

defense seeks to form a sense of patriotism and 

nationalism. Defending the state through civic education 

can form national awareness of citizens based on the 

vision or ideals of the nation and state. Thus, civic 

education as a form of state defense effort can form 

smart and good citizens, as citizens who have full 

awareness and responsibility for their rights and 

obligations in maintaining the stability and integration 

of the nation, as well as realizing Indonesia's national 

goals. The essence of Civics is directed as democratic 

education to form participatory skills that are quality 

and responsible and at the same time in an effort to 

make good and smart citizens. 

Defending the State is a right and obligation for 

every citizen, the important role of defending the state is 

in order to balance the order of life in the state. 

According to the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of 

Indonesia, articles 27 and 30 explain that every citizen 

is obliged to carry out efforts to defend the state, efforts 

in defending the state are carried out following state 

laws and regulations [23]. This is reinforced by the form 

of state defense efforts in Law No. 3 of 2002 is in the 

form of state defense awareness education [15], then 

Law no. 23 of 2019 explains that one of the efforts that 

can be taken in state defense awareness education is 

through civic education [24]. Based on this explanation, 

it can be understood that the participation of defending 

the state is not only carried out by the government but 

also by civil society, not only by the elderly but also by 

the youth as the nation's next generation, not only by 

men but also by women. Because, as explained above, 

efforts to defend the state are not only an effort to carry 

weapons but can be displayed through civic education, 

service according to the profession, or displaying 

positive attitudes and behaviors according to their 

respective professions. 

4. CONCLUSION 

Based on data analysis in the discussion related to 

the actualization of civic education in strengthening the 

spirit of defending the country, it can be concluded that 

civic education is the right vehicle for developing and 

strengthening the spirit of defending the country. Civic 

education theoretically contains several competencies in 

it which include: 1) Civic Knowledge; 2) Civic Skill; 

and 3) Civic Disposition which focuses on efforts to 

instill the importance of self-awareness and pride in the 

country which is expected to strengthen identity as 

Indonesian citizens based on Pancasila and the 1945 

Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia, this is in 

accordance with the five basic values of state defense 
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which include: 1) Love for the motherland; 2) 

Awareness of the nation and state; 3) Believe in 

Pancasila as the state ideology; 4) Willingness to 

sacrifice for the nation and state, and 5) Having the 

initial ability to defend the country. Based on the five 

basic values of state defense to be achieved, it is very 

relevant and has a strong slice that civic education as a 

vehicle for achieving these values is to make Indonesian 

citizens feel nationalism and patriotism towards the 

Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia. 
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