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ABSTRACT

Household accounting is a field of study that is not growing rapidly in accounting disciplines in Indonesia. This cannot
be separated from the notion of the usefulness of household accounting as a private sector which is limited to the
members of the family concerned and is different from accounting in the public sector which has diverse stakeholders.
The underdevelopment of household accounting is also triggered by the strength of various ideologies that grow in the
family. These ideologies are the ideology of patriarchy, gender and familism so that the existence of household
accounting is considered unnecessary. This article will discuss the ideological game that occurs in the application of
household accounting which results in the marginalization of household accounting. Furthermore, it will also discuss
the urgency of developing household accounting to improve family welfare and achieve gender equality.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The Book of Family Resilience Development
published by the Ministry of Women's Empowerment
and Child Protection in 2016 states that "the family is the
smallest social unit/institution/system in society
consisting of a group of people based on marital relations,
blood ties or adoption who live together in a household"
[1]. When living in a household, a family must meet their
needs so it is not surprising that the family is also called
the smallest socio-economic unit in a society. As the
smallest socio-economic unit, a family must be able to
implement family financial management properly.
Family financial management is done by managing
family finances to meet daily family needs and long-term
financial goals [2].

If viewed from its activities, it can be concluded that
household financial management can be equated with
household accounting because it carries out the main
function of recording and reporting the financial
condition of the family which is used for short-term and
long-term decision making. By applying household
accounting, a family will be able to record income and
expenses while being able to design it to meet various
daily needs, finance emergency conditions, save and
invest [3].

Household accounting has been widely studied by
researchers from within and outside the country.

Household accounting for husband and wife who work in
Bogor and Central Bogor [3] is one of the studies on
household accounting in Indonesia. Household
accounting in Mandar culture is a research in the field of
household accounting which is practiced in certain
cultural settings [4]. In addition, research on accounting
applied to the families of migrant workers had also been
studied so as to gain an understanding that household
accounting experiences a shift when the main
breadwinner shifts from husband to wife [5], [6].

Apart from Indonesia, research on household
financial management is also widely carried out by
researchers abroad. The works [7] and [8] are early
researchers who wrote about household accounting by
emphasizing the importance of this study by looking at
the aspects of recording, budgeting, decision making and
financial planning through a multi-perspective approach.

Another study on household financial management
was carried out by [9] and [10] which examined the
distribution of income and property management in
families whose husband and wife both work. Another
study on household financial management was conducted
by [11] which examined differences in financial
management in families whose spouses have stepchildren
and families consisting of only parents and biological
children.

Copyright © 2021 The Authors. Published by Atlantis Press International B.V.

Thisis an open access article distributed under the CC BY-NC 4.0 license -http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

411


mailto:anantawikrama_t_atmadja@undiksha.ac.id

ATLANTIS

PRESS

Although it has been widely studied, household
accounting has not become an important study in
accounting science in Indonesia. This can be seen from
the omission of household accounting studies into
accounting learning both at the level of formal and
informal education. The marginalization of household
accounting makes this study undeveloped and results in
the lack of benefits that can be obtained from the practice
of household financial accounting. This article will
discuss the reasons behind the lack of attention to the
development of household accounting and what benefits
can be obtained from the development of this branch of
accounting.

2. DISCUSSION

Accounting cannot be separated from the realm in
which accounting practices are applied. In the
perspective of sociocultural systems theory, accounting
can be classified as a dialectic superstructure with other
superstructures to create behaviour in each social
structure [12].

Reflecting on the sociocultural system theory,
household accounting is also related to other
superstructures that live in the family. These various
superstructures become an ideational framework for all
family members by using the material infrastructure they
have in creating a household accounting practice.

2.1.Structure and Superstructure in Household
Accounting Practice

With reference to [13]-[15] any form of human action
cannot be separated from the ideological superstructure
behind it. The ideological superstructure serves as a
guideline for one’s action. It includes various elements
related to the ideational order of reality, including aspects
of ideology, namely "a system of values or beliefs that
are accepted as facts or truths by certain groups" [16].
Similarly [17] shows that ideology is "a system of
thinking, belief systems, symbolic practices related to
social and political action". Therefore, ideology is not
only an institutionalization of ideas, but also as a material
practice. Ideology can be found in the practice of
everyday life, including in the relationship between
husband and wife.

The most important ideologies that construct the
relationship between men and women, including marital
relations, are patriarchal ideology, gender ideology, and
familialism ideology [18], [19]. Textually these three
ideologies can be separated, but contextually they are
related to each other, and even overlap. Gender ideclogy
is related to the categorization of masculine and feminine
which are social and cultural constructions, turned into
biological categories so as to create to the category of
masculinity. This is reflected in the asymmetrical
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relationship between men and women, where everything
that is not masculine must obey to domination [20], [21].

Patriarchal ideology emphasizes that “men are
superior to women, that women should be controlled by
men and that women are part of men's property” [22].
Women who are formed socioculturally, must assume the
responsibility of roles, behavior patterns, qualities, and
others that are feminine. On the other hand, the father or
the man is masculine and therefore must be positioned in
a central position in the family. Family members must
obey the father, because he is the leader and protector.
The ideology of familism provides ideal values for family
members to be able to put family interests above personal
interests. In a patriarchal patterned family that makes the
husband the most powerful party, indirectly the interests
of the family are the interests of the father.

The implementation of these three ideologies
simultaneously results in men having superiority over
women. This superiority places men as the only human
being with tough sex and is recognized throughout the
ages as a representation of God, who regulates, forbids,
determines, decides and rules everything. For this, men
are required to be manly and versatile. Not manly and all
cannot be a blow for them. Like the privilege that all men
are female leaders, although not all men are leaders and
not all women cannot lead. In terms of sex, this standard
provides a comfortable place for men to lead (read:
maintain, enjoy or own) more than one woman as their
privilege [23].

These three ideologies are related to religion and
religion functions as a source of ideas and legitimacy so
that the applicability of the three ideologies becomes
stronger because they are related to supernatural
sanctions [24]-[28]. The implementation of these three
ideologies resulted in women being subordinated to men,
and they were often positioned only as bodies which were
objects for men [29], [30]. As pointed out [31], [32] by
using physical capital — a strong body, cultural capital —
knowledge, religion and belief, and intellectual capital —
education, men can dominate and hegemonize women so
that women are subject to their power.

Together with the ideologies of patriarchy, gender
and familism, accounting provides guidelines for acting
for families. For the dominance of patriarchal ideology,
gender and familism is very strong, accounting is often
defeated in the dialectic to shape the behavior of actors in
culture. The evident can be seen from the non-uniform
accounting practices applied by each family. The
accounting applied is not in written form and in managing
family finances the value of openness and mutual trust in
managing family finances [4]. This trust value is in line
with the stewardship principle in accounting [5], [6].

The family as a social structure does not stand alone.
It is connected and always dialectic with various other
structures. These structures include government and
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schools. Both of these structures interact with the family
and have implications for household accounting
practices. Schools can strengthen or weaken the ideology
held in the family. The strength of these three ideologies
has even penetrated various social structures outside the
family. This can be shown, for example, in the
socialization of the value of openness and mutual trust in
the management of family finances by the government
through Family Welfare Empowerment (PKK) activities
[33].

Schools also have a strong role in strengthening the
dominant ideology in the family. In accounting
education, for example, the ideology of patriarchy is very
strong in the selection of prospective students in choosing
a study program [34]. The father as the most powerful
party in the family becomes the party who determines the
choice of his child's study program. In addition, the
choice of a field of study is largely determined by the
gender perception of the work that will be pursued later.
If the relationship between sociocultural systems in the
household is described in the practice of household
accounting, it can be described as chart 1.

2.2.The ldeological Superstructure Inhibits the
Development of Household Accounting

Household accounting did not develop as accounting
applied in the realm of business and government
organizations. This is indicated by the rarity of formal
household financial records. Although family finances
can run well, household accounting with a formal
recording system has advantages that are not obtained
from simply relying on the value of trust and openness.
Household accounting that is applied formally with a
standardized recording system can assist in family
budgeting, storage of important financial evidence,
decision making and long-term financial planning [7].
Thus the application of formal family accounting can
improve the welfare of a family.

The lack of attention to household accounting
practices cannot be separated from the dominant
ideologies in the family [8]. The strength of the dominant
ideology which in this case is the ideology of patriarchy,
gender and familism has resulted in marginalization of
household accounting. If a study is carried out with a
poststructuralist approach to look for the relationship of
binary oppositions to obtain the dominant discourse and
marginalized discourse [35], [36], the following binary
opposition on table 1:
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Superstructures:
- Patriarchal Ideology
- Gender Ideology
- Familism Ideology
- Household Accounting

A

Social Structures: In fr'e\i/éﬁﬁgtﬂres
- Government < Technol '
- School i Eg(c:mg(r)n?/gy
- Family - Ecology

- Demographic

Chart 1. Family Sociocultural System

This is in accordance with the patriarchal ideology
which positions women as household managers (in the
private sphere) while men are in the public sphere by
working in the formal sector. This division of labour
results in women's position being subordinated [30]. Men
occupy the top position, centre, strong and prioritize
rationality. This makes what men do, into goodness and
truth. This condition also occurs in household
accounting, which is identified as being carried out by
women.  Household accounting is  considered
unnecessary to be standardized, because it is not useful
so that in the end it does not develop.

Different conditions occur in accounting applied to
the public sphere such as business entities, government
agencies, and non-profit organizations. Accounting
practices in this sector, which are classified as types of
accounting that need to be standardized, are useful so that
in the end they need to be developed.

2.3 Benefits of
Development

Household  Accounting

The undeveloped household accounting is not only
related to the question of its usefulness but can also be
traced to the dominant ideology that underlies the
relationships in every family.

As a field which, in gender ideology, is classified as
a field devoted to women, the management of household
accounting does not need to be specifically developed.

This assumption is also based on the belief in the
ideology of familism which states that the family is a
union between husband and wife so that the interests of
the family are the interests of all its members. The
problem that then arises is in the patriarchal ideoclogy
where the father/husband is the leader in the family can
make the interests of the father/husband as the interest of
the family. If this happens the interests of the wife/other
family members can be neglected.
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Table 1. Binary Opposition in Household Accounting Practice

Accounting in the Public Domain (Man)

Accounting in Private Domain (Woman)

Up Down
Centre Periphery
Strong Weak

Rational Irrational
Good Bad
Right Wrong
Standardized Not standardized
Useful Useless
Develop Not developed

This understanding makes the application of
household accounting not just a mere technical
accounting issue. The application of household
accounting has the following benefits:

2.3.1. Household Accounting Helps to Achieve
Family Welfare

The main function of household accounting is to
provide assistance to families in carrying out budgeting,
recording transactions, making decisions, and long-term
financial planning [7]. In addition, household accounting
can also prevent family members from wasting their
resources for useless purposes so that the main family
goals can be achieved properly.

From the benefits above, it can be concluded that
household accounting can be used to achieve family
welfare. Budgeting can be carried out to plan family
income and expenses so that families can achieve short,
medium and long term financial goals. Good budgeting
must be supported by good recording of transactions.
Recording can be done within a specified period of time,
for example daily, weekly or monthly. The shorter the
time period, the more detailed the recording can be done
but it requires a larger time allocation, and vice versa.

With a budget that is supported by good records,
families can make appropriate decisions at any time in
the allocation of household finances. This condition can
occur, for example, when a family member is sick.
Families can use reserve funds that have been prepared
for unforeseen conditions or change budget allocations
for activities that are not too important and are used to
finance sick families. If this is carried out in a disciplined
manner, the welfare of the family can be easily achieved.

2.3.2. Household Accounting Helps to Achieve
Gender Equality

In a dominant family with a patriarchal ideology, the
interests of the husband/father are very vulnerable to be
used as family decisions [34]. By applying household

accounting, the family's financial allocation can be
determined to meet the needs of all family members.

Apart from the aspect of allocating financial
resources, household accounting can also show the wife's
contribution in meeting household needs. Even though
the wife does not work outside the house, by applying
household accounting, the wife's contribution to the
family as a whole can be calculated.

This calculation can be done by carrying out the
burden of all the wife's activities in managing the
household. The load figure that can be used is the cost of
the salary of a household assistant with an equivalent
workload. Although it looks inappropriate, the
imposition of these costs can provide an equal share of
the wife's activities in managing the household. Of course
the technical costing can be calculated further in order to
meet the ethical dimension and practically achieve its
objectives.

Ideally, the application of family accounting should
be done jointly between husband and wife. However, for
the initial stage, household accounting can be applied by
the wife by budgeting and recording family finances
properly. From this practice the wife can know the
family's financial condition well and can participate in
making family financial decisions. If this has been done
well then gradually gender equality in the family can be
achieved.

3. CONCLUSION

The application of household accounting cannot be
separated from the family as a social structure that has
various ideological superstructures. The ideological
superstructure that lives in the family consists of
patriarchal ideology, gender and familiism. These
various ideologies work together and marginalize
household accounting in practice. Household accounting
is considered a woman's responsibility so that it is not
important, not useful, does not need to be standardized
and developed.
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Although not implemented properly, household
accounting has a very important function in achieving
family welfare and gender equality. By applying
household accounting, families can allocate family
resources to achieve the desired goals. Household
accounting can also strengthen the role of women in
managing household finances so that gender equality in
the family can be more easily realized.

As a superstructure, household accounting has a
dialectic with other superstructures. This makes the role
of other social structures in its implementation very
important. Government and schools are two important
social structures to mainstream the importance of
applying household accounting.

The government can make efforts to make household
accounting a part of best practice to achieve family
welfare. On the other hand, schools can socialize through
learning at schools/universities. Thus, household
accounting does not become a mere value and practice,
but practically can also realize family welfare and gender
equality.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This article is part of a study entitled “Family
Financial Management in Polygamous Households (Case
Study on Polygamous Households in Bontihing Village,
Kubutambahan, Buleleng, Bali)”. For this reason, thanks
are given to Ganesha University of Education for the
funding provided for this research.

REFERENCES

[1] Kementerian Pemberdayaan Perempuan dan
Perlindungan Anak, Pembangunan Ketahanan
Keluarga, CV Khatulistiwa, 2016.

[2] F. A. Hakim, E. Sunarti, T. Herawati, Manajemen
Keuangan dan Kepuasan Keuangan Istri pada
Keluarga dengan Suami dan Istri Bekerja, Jurnal
IImu Keluarga dan Konseling 7(3) (2014) 174-182.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.24156/jikk.2014.7.3.174

[3] E.T. Garman, R. E. Forgue, Personal finance sixth
edition, Houghton Mifflin Publishing, 2000.

[4] E. Musdalifa, A. D. Mulawarman, Budaya
Silbaliparriq dalam Praktik Household Accounting,
Jurnal Akuntansi Multiparadigma 10(3) (2019)
413-432. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.21776/ub.jamal.2019.10.3.24

[5] F.N.Ramadhani, L. Purwanti, A. D. Mulawarman,
Theory of stewardship in the marriage of female
migrant workers: Perspectives of accounting and
accountability, =~ ATESTASI:  Jurnal  llmiah
Akuntansi 4(1) (2021) 1-10. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.33096/atestasi.v4i1.589

[6] F.N.Ramadhani, L. Purwanti, A. D. Mulawarman,
The Emancipation of Household Accounting: A

Advances in Economics, Business and Management Resear ch, volume 197

[Non]-Feminist Critical Study of Tjoet Njak Dien,
Jurnal llmiah Akuntansi dan Bisnis 16(2) (2021)
218-233. DOl:
https://doi.org/10.24843/J1AB.2021.v16.i02.p03

[71 D. Northcott, B. Doolin, Home accountants:
exploring their practices, Accounting, Auditing and
Accountability Journal 13(4) (2000) 475-501. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1108/09513570010338267

[8] S. P. Walker, S. Llewellyn, Accounting at home:
some interdisciplinary perspectives, Accounting,
Auditing & Accountability Journal 13(4) (2000)
425-449, DOl:
https://doi.org/10.1108/09513579910270129a

[9] E. Gray, A. Evans, Do couples share income?
Variation in the organisation of income in
dual-earner households, Australian Journal of
Social Issues 43(3) (2008) 441-457. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1002/j.1839-
4655.2008.th00112.x

[10] K. Knudsen, K. Werness, Shared or separate?
Money management and changing norms of gender
equality among Norwegian couples, Community,
Work & Family 12(1) (2009) 39-55. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1080/13668800802009406

[11] A. Raijas, Money management in blended and
nuclear families, Journal of Economic Psychology
32(4) (2011) 556-563. DOl:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.joep.2011.02.006

[12] S. K. Sanderson, Makrososiologi  Sebuah
Pendekatan terhadap Realitas Sosiologi [Translated
by: F. Wadjidi & S. Menno], PT Raja Grafindo,
2012.

[13] C. Geertz, After The Fact. Dua Negeri, Empat
Dasawarsa, Satu Antropolog [Translated by: Tim
Penerjemah], LKiS, 1998.

[14] J. P. Spradley, Culture and Cognition. Rules, Maps
and Plan, Chandler Publishing Company, 1972.

[15] W. F. O’Neil, Ideologi-ldeologi Pendidikan
[Translated by: O. I. Naomi], Pustaka Pelajar, 2001.

[16] J. B. Thompson, Analisis Ideologi Kritik Wacana-
Wacana Ideologi Dunia [Translated by: H. Yakin],
IRCiSoD, 2003.

[17] S. Kusujiarti, Antara Ideologi dan Transkrip
Tersembunyi: Dinamika Hubungan Gender dalam
Masyarakat Jawa, Bina Aksara, 1997.

[18] I. Abdullah, Dari Domestik ke Publik: Jalan
Panjang Pencarian ldentitas Perempuan, Pustaka
Pelajar, 1997.

[19] V. Shiva, Bebas dari Pembangunan Perempuan
Ekologi dan Perjuangan Hidup di India [Translated
by: H. Jhamtani], Yayasan Obor Indonesia, 1997.

[20] I. lllich, Matinya Gender [Translated by: O. I.
Naomi], Pustaka Pelajar, 1998.

415



ATLANTIS

PRESS Advances in Economics, Business and Management Resear ch, volume 197

[21] K. Bhasin, Menggugat Patriarki Pengantar tentang
Persoalan Dominasi terhadap Kaum Perempuan
[Translated by: N. Katjasungkana], Bentang
Budaya, 1994.

[22] K. Bhasin, Memahami Gender [Translated by: M.
Z. Hussein], Teplok Press, 2002.

[23] Z. Baidhawy ed., Wacana Teologi Feminis
Perspektif Agama-Agama, Geografis dan Teori-
Teori, Pustaka Pelajar, 1997.

[24] B. F. Stowasser, Reinterpretasi Gender Wanita
dalam Alguran, Hadis, dan Tafsir [Translated by: H.
M. M. Zoerni], Pustaka Hidayah, 2001.

[25] Mudfidah, Paradigma Gender, Bayudemia
Publishing, 2003.

[26] J. C. Mosses ed., Gender dan Pembangunan,
Pustaka Pelajar, 1996.

[27] M. Fakih, Menggeser Konsep Gender dan
Transformasi Sosial, Pustaka Pelajar, 1996.

[28] I. Abdulah, Seks, Gender, dan Reproduksi
Kekuasaan, Tarawang Press, 2001.

[291 T. O. lhromi ed., Kajian Wanita dalam
Pembangunan, Yayasan Obor Indonesia, 1995.

[30] R. Megawangi, Membiarkan Berbeda Sudut
Pandang Baru tentang Relasi Gender, Mizan, 1999.

[31] A. Gramsci, Catatan-Citatan Politik [Translated by:
G. R. Wahyudi, et al.], Pustaka Promethea, 2001.

[32] A. Gramsci, Sejarah dan Budaya [Translated by: I.
Puspitorini et at.], Pustaka Promethea, 2000.

[33] H. O. Kadma, Peran Kesejahteraan Keluarga (PKK)
dalam Meningkatkan Pemberdayaan Perempuan di
Kelurahan Bukuan Kecamatan Palaran Kota
Samarinda, e-Journal llmu Pemerintahan 5(3)
(2017) 969-978.

[34] T. Sawarjuwono, A. T. Atmadja, Pendidikan
Akuntansi dan Perempuan: Dari Ideologi Patriarki
ke Praktik Pemujaan Tubuh, Jurnal Akuntansi dan
Auditing Indonesia 9(2) (2005) 77-94.

[35] B. H. Hoed, Strukturalisme De Saussure di Prancis
dan Perkembangannya, in: 1. Sutanto, A. A.
Harapan ed. Prancis dan Kita Strukturalisme,
Sejarah, Politik, Film, dan Bahasa, Wedatama
Widya Sastra, 2003.

[36] C. Barker, Cultural Studies Teori dan Praktik
[Translated by: Nurhadi], Kreasi Wacana, 2004.

416



