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ABSTRACT

Figurative language and rhetoric structure in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata could be used as the
alternative materials of Indonesian Language subject at the twelfth grade of Vocational School. This research was
descriptive qualitative research. The data resource was tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata such as the Laskar
Pelangi novel, Sang Pemimpi novel, Edensor novel, and Maryamah Karpov novel. The collecting data technique that
was used was reading and taking note or library research. The data validation contained of validity and reliability test. The
data was described by using content analysis technique. The results of the research were, as follows. First, the figurative
languages that were contained in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata consisted of two figures of speech such as
comparing and relating. The genres of the comparingfigure of speech that were found were simile, metaphor,
personification, and allegory whereas the genres of the relating figure of speech were metonymy and synecdoche.
Besides, the rhetoric structures contained in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi were repetition, contrast, and other structures.
Genres of repetition were the repetition, parallelism, polysyndeton, and asyndeton thus the genres of contrast structure were
hyperbola, litotes, paradox and irony. Other structures that were found were rhetoric, climax, anti-climax and antithesis.
Based on the data that was analyzed, there were many simile styles. Second, the figurative languages and rhetoric structures
in the tetralogy had different functions, so when they were collaborated into one, it would produce a gorgeous work. The
function of the figurative languages and rhetoric structures in the tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi was the enrichment of
language style that had high quality and quantity, so they could create the esthetic values toward Andrea Hirata’s work.
Third, based on the identification results of genre and function of figurative language and rhetoric structure in tetralogy
of Laskar Pelangi could be implemented for the materials of novel texts in Indonesian language subject for the twelfth grade
students of Vocational School.
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1. INTRODUCTION idea in a particular form when it could be said in another,

more readily understandable way [1].

A literature work was a thought result of the authors
that was created into fiction story or sometimes contained
of life story. The literature work was served for the reader
to be enjoyed. By literature work, the authors could
express their ideas into various themes of the stories and
one of them was about education. Through the literature
works, the authors wanted to show the essential and
meaning of life to the readers. Style is the writer’s choice
of employing certain structure over others which are
available in the language. It means choosing to say an

After Laskar Pelangi novel released at 2005 and got
good response from the readers, at 2006 the novel of Sang
Pemimpi released, Edensor novel then released at 2007,
and as the last of the tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi,
Maryamah Karpov novel, released at 2008. Andrea
Hirata expressed his ideas into the tetralogy of Laskar
Pelangi by using unique languages and styles. As
language as a medium of communication as well as a
means of shaping one’s thoughts, style is viewed as the
correspondence between thought and expression [2]. A
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writer’s choice of language is an attempt to reveal artistic
principle [3].

The tetralogy be able to trigger the readers’ inspiration
and motivation even by intention, spirit, effort, diligence,
and praying, what we wanted we would get it. It was also
stated by Sapardi Joko Damono as a litterateur and
professor of Culture Science Faculty of Indonesia
University in the appreciation page of Laskar Pelangi [4].
Stylistics is a methodology which takes into
consideration the reader’s personal and social context [5].

Stylistics is the study of the devices in language such
as rhetorical terms and syntactical devices that are taken
to produce expressive or literary style [6]. Based on the
explanation above, the researchers focused on the
figurative languages and rhetoric structures as the
linguistic study. The theory that was used as the research
theory was stylistic theory in which this research could be
used as the alternative materials for Indonesia language
subject for the twelfth grade students of Vocational
School. Describing the genres of figurative languages and
rhetoric structures in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi used
grouping method by Nurgiyantoro [7].

Besides, stylistics was a subject that made a
literature work as the research object. Stylistics is a
branch of linguistic study focused on analyzing how
author expresses his/her own in his/her own literary
text(s). Stylistics is the branch of genera linguistics
which focuses on style (i.e. the specific way a particular
writer or speaker expresses himself), particularly in
works of literature [8].

Ferdows and Masoud tried to express the importance
of linguistic style analysis on literary research — how
analysis of linguistic style analysis is detrimental to
unravel the encoded meaning of literary text(s) and its
structural features. The analysis proposed in this study
was by identifying the linguistic patterns and its
designated functions in the respective literary text.
Ferdows Aghagolzade & Masoud Dehghan’s journal was
mainly focused on understanding the linguistic style and
its application in poems [9].

Stylistics analysis is the analysis of various language
styles to extract the meaning or massage contained in
texts [10]. Stylistic analysis is commonly utilized to
explain the linguistic relation between artistic function
and its actual meaning of the literature in context.
Linguistic stylistics regards language from the
perspective of the subjectivity that embellisher its use
[11].. This stylistic explanation will delve deeper into the
richness of linguistic forms commanded, such as the
pronunciation, lexical, grammatical, figurative usages,
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rhetorical, and even the graphology of the respective
literature [7]. Stylistic analysis has been used to provide
linguistic evidence for interpretation of a literary work
[12].

2. DESCRIPTION OF RESEARCH RESULT

2.1 The Genres of Figurative Language and Rhetoric
Structure in Tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea
Hirata

The tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata
was the literature work of the children of the nation that
had abundant figurative languages and rhetoric
structures. It was proved by founding data about
figurative languages and rhetoric structures inside it.

The genres of figurative languages were comparing
figure of speech and relating figure of speech. The genres
of comparing figure of speech that were found were
simile, metaphor, personification, and allegory whereas
the genres of relating figure of speech were metonymy
and synecdoche.

Moreover, the genre of the rhetoric structures was the
strategic structure that consisted of three groups. These
were repetition, contrast, and other structures. Genres of
repetition were the repetition, parallelism, polysyndeton,
and asyndeton thus the genres of contrast structure were
hyperbola, litotes, paradox and irony. Other structures
that were found were rhetoric, climax, anti-climax and
antithesis [4].

2.2 The Functions of Figurative Language and
Rhetoric Structure in Tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi
by Andrea Hirata

Based on the research results of the tetralogy of
Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata could be gotten the
functions of the figurative language, as follows.

Table 1.
The Functions of the Figurative Language
in Tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata

No Figurative Function
Language
1. | Comparing figure of speech
Simile The media to draw the
characters, to make the story
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and backgroud more alive and
to create the harmony and
cohesiveness of the story.

Metaphor

The media to draw the events
and the characters’ situation
in the story.

Parallelism

To strengthen the events through
emphasizing, confirming, and
beutifying the story and to show
the wanted meaning to the reader
by repearing the words or group
of words.

Personification | The media to make the

background more alive to get
the imagination and trigger
other certain senses
impression.

Polysyndet
on

To emphasize and focus on the
utterance through using
command words.

Allegory

The media to give colour, to
create aesthethics values, to
describe and make it real, and
to emphasize the content of
the story so the reader could
understand the story correctly.

Asyndeton

To emphasize and focus on the
utterance through repeating the
punctuation to show the equal
position

Contrast

Relating figure of speech

Metonymy

To strengthen the certain
name or merk that were
influential for the characters,
to make the story more alive,
and to produce the real
imagination since the story
told by the author was around
readers.

Hyperbola

To emphasize on the intensive
meaning that wanted to be
expressed by using the excessive
ways to make it looked like real,
so it could raise the imagination
and certain senses.

Litotes

To emphasize on the intensive
meaning that wanted to be
expressed by understating the
fact to have a modest attitude and
keep the well manner.

Synecdoche

To strengthen the characters’
reaction toward the events
faced and to appear the
imagination.

Paradox

To make the problems in the
story more interesting by
choosing the correct language
and expression that could present
the aesthetic effect.

Besides, based on the research results of the tetralogy of
Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata could be gotten the

functions of the rhetoric structure, as follows.

Table 2.
The Functions of the Rhetoric Structure
in Tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata

Irony

To criticize and tease the
characters’ attitude softly to
create uncommon senses.

Other Structures

Rhetorics
questions

To raise the rhetoric effects that
could involve the reader or
listener in rational and emotional.

No | Rhetoric Function
Structure

1. | Repetition
Repetition | To strengthen the events through

emphasizing, confirming, and
beutifying the story and to show
the wanted meaning to the reader
by repearing the words or group
of words.

Climax

To express and emphasize the
idea by showing the increasing of
the intensity of the climax and
important events
chronologically.

Anti-
climax

To express and emphasize the
idea by showing the decreasing
of the intensity of the climax and
important events
chronologically.

Antithesis

To strengthen the events through
emphasizing, confirming, and
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beutifying the story by showing
the opposite meaning of the
words to create the aesthetics
values.

2.3 The Implementation of Figurative Language and
Rhetoric Structure in Tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi
by Andrea Hirata as the Alternative Materials of
Indonesian Language Subjects at the Twelfth
Grade Students of Vocational School

Stylistics is a strong tool that can be used in the
classroom in the teaching of the text [13]. In the
educational level of Vocational School, the explanation
about the language style in novel contained in the twelfth
grade materials. Based on the mapping materials, the
figurative language and rhetoric structure in the tetralogy
of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata could be
implemented on the fifth theme in novel text that was
stated in Basic Competence 3.1 as “understanding the
structure and the rules of novel texts in oral and written
form”.

3. DISCUSSION

Based on the description of research result above,
this part consisted of three parts that were the genre,
function and implementation of figurative languages and
rhetoric structures in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by
Andrea Hirata as the alternative materials for the
Indonesian Language subject of the twelfth grade of
Vocational School. Thus, they would be explained
further.

3.1. The Genres of Figurative Language and Rhetoric
Structure in Tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea
Hirata

The analysis that was done from the tetralogy of
Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata showed some results.
The genres of figurative languages that were found in
tetralogy novel were the comparing figure of speech and
relating figure of speech. The genres of comparing figure
of speech that were found were simile, metaphor,
personification, and allegory whereas the genres of
relating figure of speech were metonymy and
synecdoche.

Therefore, the genres of the rhetoric structures were
repetition,  parallelism, polysyndeton, asyndeton,
hyperbola, litotes, paradox and irony, rhetoric question,
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climax, anti-climax and antithesis. The figurative
language that can be found in the Laskar Pelangi tetralogy
can be seen in the following table.

Table 3. The Recapitulation of Figurative Language
in Tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata

The Genres of Figurative Amount of Data

Language
Comparing Figure of Speech

a.  Simile 1176

h. Metanhor 139

c. Personification 461

d. Alleaorv 105
Relating Figure of Speech

a.  Metonvmv 142

h. Svnecdoche 13

Based on the table above, it showed that simile was
the figure of speech that had highest number and
synecdoche became the figure of speech with lowest
number.

3.2. The Functions of Figurative Language and
Rhetoric Structure in Tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by
Andrea Hirata

The figurative language and rhetoric structure in
tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata had
different functions, so when they were collaborated into
one, they would produce a beautiful literature work.
Simile could draw the characters to make the story and
background more alive, and created the harmony and
cohesiveness of the story. Metaphor had a function to
emerge new vocabulary, for example, Simpai Keramat
that meant as loneliness. Besides, this figure of speech
also used to draw the events and the characters’ situation
in the story. Thus, the personification made the
background more alive to get the imagination and
triggered other certain senses impression whereas the
allegory gave colour, created aesthethics values,
described and made the language real, and emphasized
the content of the story so the reader could understand the
story correctly.

Besides, the metonymy aimed to strengthen the
certain name or merk that were influential for the
characters, to make the story more alive, and to produce
the real imagination since the story told by the author
might be similar with the readers’ environment. The
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synecdoche had the function to strengthen the characters’
reaction toward the events faced and emerged the
imagination.

Moreover, the repetition could strengthen the events
through stressing, confirming, and beautifying the story
by emphasizing the meaning that wanted to be expressed
to the reader by repeating the words or group of words.
Parallelism also gave the similar contribution as the
repetition did. Thus the polysyndeton got the role to
emphasize and focus on the utterance through using
command words whereas asyndeton also emohasized and
focused on the utterance through repeating the
punctuation to show the equal position.

Afterwards, hyperbola could emphasize the intensive
meaning that wanted to be expressed by using the
excessive ways to make the expression look like real, so
it could raise the imagination and certain senses. Litotes
emphasized on the intensive meaning that wanted to be
expressed by understating the fact to have a modest
attitude and kept the well manner in relationship. Thus,
paradox made the problems in the story more interesting
by choosing the correct language and expression to
present the aesthetic effect. Irony was used to criticize
and tease the characters’ attitude softly to create the
effects from uncommon senses.

The rhetoric questions could emerge the rhetoric
effects and involved the reader or listener whether
rational and emotional. Climax was used to express and
emphasize the idea by showing the increasing of the
intensity of the climax and important events
chronologically whereas the anti-climax was used to
express and emphasize the idea by showing the
decreasing of the intensity of the climax and important
events chronologically. Antithesis strengthened the
events through emphasizing, confirming, and beutifying
the story by showing the opposite meaning of the words
to create the aesthetics values.

The functions of figurative language and rhetoric
structure in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi were the
enrichment of figure of speech that had quality and
quantity. They would be able to create the aesthetics
values in Andrea Hirata’s works. Based on the
explanation of the funtions, it could be concluded that
Andrea Hirata could draw the real life of the characters
through his expression. By using the figurative language
and rhetoric structure, the expressing of meaning was
more impressing, more alive, had more quantity, more
clear, and more interesting than the others.

Founding of figurative language and rhetoric
structure in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi, it proved that
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these novels contained of the beautiful languages and
expressions. They could not be separated from the
meaning that wanted to be expressed by the author. The
using of figurative language and rhetoric structure was
the media to get the meaningful effects from the texts.
Expressing language in literature reflected the author’s
attitude and feeling that aimed to influence the readers’
attitude and feeling too. Through figurative language and
rhetoric structure that were expressed in certain ways
aimed to convince, to change the opinion, to emerge the
sympathy, empathy or antiphaty and other feelings that
showess the existence of the strength of language. The
rhetoric aspects were needed to produce the rhetoric
language through the using of its style.

3.3. The Implementation of Figurative Language and
Rhetoric Structure in Tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi
by Andrea Hirata as the Alternative Materials of
Indonesian Language Subjects at the Twelfth
Grade Students of Vocational School

The scope of the Indonesian literature materials in
Vocational School existed in Indonesian Language
subject. There were some reasons why the researchers
chose the figurative language and rhetoric structurein
tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata as the
subject to be analysed. Besides, the reasons also related
to these materials that could be implemented as the
alternative materials for the twelfth grade students of
Vocational School. The learning goals that consisted on
the Core Competence of Indonesian Language subject of
Vocational School required the media in teaching and
learning materials, and one of them was the literature
work such as novel. The tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi
could be an inspiration and motivation for the students to
struggle to achieve their aspiration or desire. The content
of this tetralogy could be the example for them to be more
enthusiasm and had an effort to achieve their willing
although they had many lacks. They had to believe that
they could be success and whether it would be success or
not in the future, they must believe that they must have
faith to their God and themselves. It was also shown in
the story in which the successful of Arai and Ikal to study
abroad. The novel that had best quality was actually
correct if it could be implemented in teaching and
learning process since the novel could tell the characters
as the good lesson for the students.

The interview that was done by the researchers to the
Indonesian Language teacher at 2 Yogyakarta State
Vocational School got the result that the tetralogy of
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Laskar Pelangi could be implemented as the alternative
materials for Indonesian Language subject of Vocational
School especially for the twelfth grade students.

Moreover, the tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea
Hirata contained of the genres of figurative language and
rhetoric structure that could become the materials for the
Indonesian language subject at Vocational School
especially for the twelfth grade. It also showed the
functions of figurative language and rhetoric structure as
the evidence of Andrea Hirata’s work. The theme of the
novel was education, and through the figurative language
and rhetoric structure in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi,
Andrea Hirata emerged the inspirations and living spirit
to the readers. He told in his story that by passion, spirit,
effort, diligence, and prayer, everything that we wanted
there was a way to achieve it. It was expected that this
research could give the big contribution toward the
development of Indonesian language learning of
Vocational School.

4.CONCLUSION

Based on the description about the research results
above, it could be gotten some conclusions, as follows.
First, the genres of figurative language and rhetoric
structure in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi were the
comparing figure of speech and relating figure of speech.
The genres of comparing figure of speech that were found
were simile, metaphor, personification, and allegory
whereas the genres of relating figure of speech were
metonymy and synecdoche.Therefore, the genres of the
rhetoric  structures were repetition, parallelism,
polysyndeton, asyndeton, hyperbola, litotes, paradox and
irony, rhetoric question, climax, anti-climax and
antithesis. Nevertheless, simile was the figure of speech
that had highest number.

Second, the figurative language and rhetoric
structure in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by Andrea Hirata
had different functions, so when they were collaborated
into one, they would produce a beautiful literature work.
Simile could draw the characters to make the story and
background more alive, and created the harmony and
cohesiveness of the story. Metaphor had a function to
emerge new vocabulary, for example, Simpai Keramat
that meant as loneliness. Besides, this figure of speech
also used to draw the events and the characters’ situation
in the story. Thus, the personification made the
background more alive to get the imagination and
triggered other certain senses impression whereas the
allegory gave colour, created aesthethics values,
described and made the language real, and emphasized

Advancesin Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 604

the content of the story so the reader could understand the
story correctly.

Besides, the metonymy aimed to strengthen the
certain name or merk that were influential for the
characters, to make the story more alive, and to produce
the real imagination since the story told by the author
might be similar with the readers’ environment. The
synecdoche had the function to strengthen the characters’
reaction toward the events faced and emerged the
imagination.Moreover, the repetition could strengthen
the events through stressing, confirming, and beautifying
the story by emphasizing the meaning that wanted to be
expressed to the reader by repeating the words or group
of words. Parallelism also gave the similar contribution
as the repetition did. Thus the polysyndeton got the role
to emphasize and focus on the utterance through using
command words whereas asyndeton also emohasized and
focused on the utterance through repeating the
punctuation to show the equal position. Hyperbola could
emphasize the intensive meaning that wanted to be
expressed by using the excessive ways to make the
expression look like real, so it could raise the imagination
and certain senses. Litotes emphasized on the intensive
meaning that wanted to be expressed by understating the
fact to have a modest attitude and kept the well manner in
relationship. Thus, paradox made the problems in the
story more interesting by choosing the correct language
and expression to present the aesthetic effect. Irony was
used to criticize and tease the characters’ attitude softly
to create the effects from uncommon senses.The rhetoric
questions could emerge the rhetoric effects and involved
the reader or listener whether rational and emotional.
Climax was used to express and emphasize the idea by
showing the increasing of the intensity of the climax and
important events chronologically whereas the anti-climax
was used to express and emphasize the idea by showing
the decreasing of the intensity of the climax and
important events chronologically. Antithesis
strengthened the events through emphasizing,
confirming, and beutifying the story by showing the
opposite meaning of the words to create the aesthetics
values.The functions of figurative language and rhetoric
structure in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi were the
enrichment of figure of speech that had quality and
quantity. They would be able to create the aesthetics
values in Andrea Hirata’s works.

Third, based on the identification results of the
genres and functions of the figurative language and
rhetoric structure in tetralogy of Laskar Pelangi by
Andrea Hirata could be implemented for the novel
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materials of Indonesian language subject for the twelfth
grade of VVocational School.

AUTHORS’ CONTRIBUTIONS

This research had relevant implications and had
positive relation. These implications would be explained,
as follows.
a. Theoretical implication

Based on the explanation above, this research could
enrich the qualitative descriptive research about literature
especially related to stylistic analysis of figurative
language and rhetoric structure in the novel. This research
did an analysis toward literature work entitled Figurative
Language and Rhetoric Structure in Tetralogy of Laskar
Pelangi by Andrea Hirata. Furthermore, by doing this
research the litterateurs would produce some works that
had best quality by doing the research firstly to the
readers.
b. Pedagogical implication

For educational world, this research result could be
implemented in teaching and learning process as the
alternative materials of novel text in Indonesian language
subject for the twelfth grade of VVocational School.
c. Practical implication

This research result was expected to enrich the

knowledge that related to literature research, so the other
researchers could be motivated to do the similar research
that could be implemented in teaching and learning in the
school. This research could become consideration
research to more paying attention on the media of
learning in correct way to be implemented in the school.
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