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ABSTRACT 

 Education is always thought to be an effective method that can civilize human beings [1], generate national unity [2] 

and liberate people from the innocent and savage stage [3]. To explore whether educated people are less likely to use 

physical forces in conflicts and to what extent can education contributed to regional stability and peace, it is important 

to investigate thoroughly the casual relationship between some significant indicators of modern education and the 

mainstream index about national stability.  This essay will firstly discuss the traditional understanding of education and 

its impact on peacebuilding, which includes the theories of Nationalism, Realism, and Darwinism. Subsequently, by 

introducing big data analysis, it will demonstrate the linear relationships between the rates of tertiary attainment, early 

childhood enrolment, years of schooling, and shares of government expenditure of states and their ranks in the Fragile 

States Index (FSI) to verify the effectiveness of education on peace building. This essay will so conclude that though 

education has been thought to be significant to national stability and unity, it only has moderate influence on improving 

states’ frangibility. Moreover, a higher early year enrolment rates has a relatively prominent link to states’ prosperity 

while a higher tertiary educational completion rate might result in a higher probability of unrest.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In traditional Chinese culture, educated people are 

always thought to be more polite and civilized while 

people of little education are not. To explore to what 

extent can education civilize people, especially constrain 

their urge to use physical and armed force in conflict and 

how much can education contribute to regional stability, 

this essay will discuss the influence of education on 

peacebuilding. Two methodologies are used in this work: 

firstly, this essay will analyse the theoretical explanation 

of how education can act on human behaviours from 

three aspects: Functionalism, Realism, and 

Interpretivism.  Secondly, a large amount of data has 

been collected from the official database such as The 

World Bank, UNESCO, and Our World in Data. By 

comparing the rates of certain indicators of education of 

states and their rank in the States Fragile Index of the 

same year, four rough relationships between education 

and the stability of states are illustrated in the linear 

correlation graphs. These graphs are drawn using excel 

functions with the FSI Rank in the x-axis and the value 

of the indicator of education in the y axis. This essay is a 

combination of subjective and objective aspects of 

education’s influence on peacebuilding. It can provide 

diverse thoughts for researchers to explore further on this 

topic.  

2. THE IMPACT OF EDUCATION ON 

PEACEBUILDING 

Scholars have long disputes on the function of 

education. While functionalism believes that education 

smooth the mechanical solidarities of society, critical 

perspectives hold pessimistic views on it. To 

functionalists such as Durkheim, Webber, and Parsons, 

educational institutions play important roles in creating 

social harmony [4]. Education helps create ‘value 

consensus’, which transforms and assimilates values and 

norms from one generation to another.  This process has 

a political and economic impact on social development 

[5]. Durkheim understands the function of education as 

‘sustenance the social system’(ibid) by teaching the value 

and culture of success to students while preparing 

different kinds of workers for society [6]. In this case, 

students are trained to be specialized in various fields. 

They cooperate and form an interdependent, equilibrium, 

and harmonious society, which contribute to the stability 
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of the states. On the other hand, some critical 

perspectives might critique this optimistic understanding 

of educational equality. They argue that students hold a 

different level of access to education based on their social 

status. It means that educational resources are always 

unevenly distributed. People in some areas are more 

likely to access better education than others. This can be 

a result of gender, income [7], region [8], ethnics and so 

on. In this case, education can’t lessen social inequality 

and conflicts but tense them and create more 

contradictions and disputes. Nevertheless, education 

generates value consensus on labour 

reproduction(Bowles and Gintis, 1976 cited in Foley et 

al., 2015). The ideologies carried by education constructs 

a reasonable social frame of working and earning, which 

helps to keep the entire society to be in peace and 

stability.   

Darwinism and some classical realists have given 

another explanation to the intrinsic reason of conflicts. In 

Darwin’s (1859)  ‘The origin of Species’, he viewed the 

natural world as full of competition. Because of the 

limited number of natural resources in a certain place. 

Struggling for resources can happen within and among 

species. As there isn’t a central power to distribute these 

essential resources equally, the pursuit of existence can 

lead to harsh conflicts such as physical combats between 

living creatures [11]. Likewise, some realism scholars 

such as G. Lowes Dickinson and Edward Vose Gulick 

(cited in Donnelly, 2015)understand the world as an 

anarchic society without a central government to 

maintain the international order. States see each other as 

competitors or enemies, they try their best to pursue the 

‘absolute gain’[13], which can easily lead to a vicious 

circle of security dilemmas-a vicious situation in which 

actors accumulate military power for defensive purposes 

under the perception of threats come from other actors. 

States so get involved in a swirl of confrontation, 

comparisons, and threats due to the progress of the 

balance of soft and hard power[14].  Competition and 

conflicts here are seen as a part of human nature by some 

thinkers such as Thomas Hobbes [15]  and Rosen S.P 

(2009). However, as war doesn’t usually occur in some 

nations compared with others, conflicts are thought to be 

culturally based rather than inherent [17]. Education 

might play an important role in socializing citizens.  

According to Marxism theories, education creates an 

ideology that helps to generate common sense among 

people [18]. It can influence people’s consciousness and 

assimilate dissidents. While working and oppression are 

treated as a common value in the working class, the ruling 

class can easily squeeze benefits from the proletariats 

without violence. Proletariats are usually taught to 

working hard to gain better life inside school and family. 

Ideologies are used in their working place to generate 

their working efficiency [19], which includes awarding, 

professional status, reputations, titles and so on. The 

working culture among them also alienates their natural 

pursuit of freedom. As Leslie, King and Clair (2019) 

stated that ‘work-life ideologies are consequential 

because they affect individuals' work-life preferences and 

how they make sense of demands and resources, which, 

in turn, affect work-life conflict and enrichment.’. 

Another function of education is assimilation. It is more 

common in post-war governing. Some of the most 

common strategies including unify official language and 

letters, history teaching, and nationalism building (flags, 

songs, emblems). Similar people are more likely to build 

common trust [21], so educate citizens in a standard way 

increase their similarities and so reduce the chance of 

disputes and conflicts.   

When people witness each other as less alien and 

trustworthy, they may have a larger chance to cooperate 

harmoniously. This kind of peace is all based on the 

subjective perception of actors involved in the 

relationship. Alexander Wendt(2013) so noted that 

‘Anarchy is what states make of it’. When actors perceive 

each other as friends, their relationship is less 

fragmented, they are more willing to join regimes, 

become partners, and form collective security, such as 

NATO, FVEY and EU [23]. These member states usually 

experience similar education consists of religions, 

diplomatic history, common languages, cultures, 

aesthetics, philosophy and so on. Based on this, 

collaboration and negotiation can become an advanced 

strategy in the competition of the balance of power. As 

states chose to work out problems peacefully and 

diplomatically, internal conflicts are rarely resolved by 

force. This section has attempted to provide a theoretical 

explanation about the function of education on 

constraining human’s impulsion of using force in the 

competition. As it shows above, education has a 

reasonable influence on peacebuilding. In the next 

section, this paper will explore more about the 

effectiveness of education on states’ stability.  

3. THE STRENGTH OF EDUCATION ON 

PEACEBUILDING & DISCUSSION 

Turning now to the big data analysis of how much can 

education act on regional stability and peace. This section 

will only focus on the states that occur in the Fragile 

States Index Rank 2017-2019 and compare the 

relationship of the rank of each state in the certain year 

with its Tertiary attainment rate, Early education 

enrolment rate, Average years of schooling, and the 

Share of government expenditure of that year. Four linear 

correlation graphs are shown below. 

The FSI Rank is an index that measures the risk and 

vulnerability of states based on their political, economic, 

social, and military status. 
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Figure 1 Tertiary attainment & FSI Rank 2019 

By collecting and analysing the data of people aged 

25-34 from 39 OECD states [24], the first graph 

demonstrates a slightly negative correlation between the 

tertiary attainment rate and its FSI Rank in 2019. It shows 

that higher education may have a negative influence on 

states’ stability. Silber and Bhatt’s (2007, cited in Sas et 

al., 2020) study showed that most radicalized people have 

attended tertiary education while the study comes from 

Gill (2007, ibid) suggests that there wasn’t a clear 

demographic profile between educational level and 

radical extremists. This dialectic situation corresponds 

exactly to the relationship that goes to 0 in the graph. So 

far, we can know that having a higher degree of education 

has little to do with national stability. Possible influence 

factors can be the unequal quality of education. 

 

Figure 2 Early education enrolment & FSI Rank 2018 

In the second graph, an obvious and positive 

correlation can be seen between the early childhood 

(aged 3) education enrolment rates [26] and states’ FSI 

Rank (2018). This graph compares the results of 46 

OECD states with its FSI Rank in 2018. It demonstrates 

that the higher rate citizens gain in education at an early 

stage, the less fragile this state would be. Study shows 

that young adults are more likely to engage in violent 

activities such as terrorism and armed conflicts 

(Schönteich, 1999 cited in Sas et al., 2020). Schooling 

occupies their time on one hand and wears their physical 

power and impulsion of using force on the other. 

Therefore, education can somehow guide them to use 

alternative solutions while facing conflicts and disputes. 

For example, there is always administration and 

principles at school, the use of force is usually 

discouraged and punished. The earlier children adapt to 

this pattern in a small society, the less likely they are to 

be violent at large. Meanwhile, the norm of non-violence 

can be implanted in citizens’ minds at an early stage 

which can influence their behaviour later. 
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Figure 3 Average years of schooling & FSI Rank 2018 

In the third graph, a relatively weak relationship is 

showed between the years of schooling of citizens and 

states’ stability. 190 states are counted here (Barro-Lee et 

al., 2018) while almost no evidence shows that the length 

of schooling helps to build stability. Possible reasons can 

be the quantity and quality of education [25], [28], [29], 

the unequal access to educational resources [30], [31]. As 

a result, though citizens in some countries have received 

relatively long years of education, the knowledge they 

learned may be helpless to national development. 

 

Figure 4 Share of government expenditure & FSI Rank 2017 

In the fourth graph, a clear and positive correlation 

can be seen between the share of government expenditure 

on education and its stability. 51 states are included and 

compared with each other[32]. High education spending 

does not have a decisive impact on national stability. 

There can be many complicated problems such as 

political corruption, the inefficient use of funds, and the 

quality of education. Also, if a country’s government 

expenditure is so limited, even if education cost occupies 

a relatively large share, its utility is minimal compared 

with that of other high-welfare states. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

The relationship between education and 

peacebuilding is a contested issue that has been 

discussing for many centuries. While some scholars 

believe that education can restrict human nature and 

civilized people, other scholars question the effectiveness 

of education. It is a complex problem that involves many 

interference factors such as the quantity, quality, culture, 

accessibility, and equality of education. The four 

correlation graphs above can only provide a brief 

relationship between some significant indicators in 

education and states’ frangibility. In general, though, 
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education has a positive impact on building peace, the 

impact of education on peace varies greatly from country 

to country and culture to culture. 
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