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ABSTRACT 

In the last decade, online learning has become a trendy topic. Rapid technology advancements urge the education 

community to continue to innovate with internet-based learning. Religious education, which is critical in forming 

students’ personalities, is being challenged to continue adapting their learning techniques amid the COVID-19 

pandemic, which pushes learning to take place at home. This study aims to identify the amount of advancement of 

research on online learning in religious education courses. This study used the Rapid Review approach, which 

involves conducting a fast review of previous studies. This study uses 13 articles from search results. This study finds 

four major themes in research on online learning in religious education: learning methods used in the online learning 

process, obstacles encountered in the online learning process, evaluations conducted in the online learning process, 

and student, teacher, and parent perspectives on the online learning process. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

In recent years, the internet has emerged as the most 

modern learning environment. Since the global COVID-

19 epidemic, this behavior has grown stronger. The 

ongoing online learning during the Covid-19 pandemic 

has become a separate catalyst for education that utilizes 

technology in the current industrial 4.0 era [1]. Since the 

last decade, online learning has had a profound impact 

on schools and institutions. The emerging pattern is 

spreading not only in wealthy countries but also in 

developing countries. [2-5], [5]. Online learning is a 

type of web-based distance learning that incorporates 

both synchronous and asynchronous systems. In an 

online learning model, real-time interactions with peers 

and teachers and participation in virtual classes are 

carried out. The subject matter can be studied at any 

time and from any location. Online learning can take 

formal educational activities such as free or paid online 

courses held in virtual learning environments. [6]. 

There have been numerous studies that have 

documented the global development of online learning. 

According to Martin’s research, there are at least 12 

significant themes in online learning research. The 12 

themes are divided into three significant studies: 

Students (Learner Characteristics, Learning Outcomes, 

Engagement), Lessons and Instructors (Program Design 

and Subject Development, Subject Facilities, Subject 

Assessment, Evaluation, and Quality Assurance, Subject 

Technology, Instructor Characteristics ), Organization 

(Institutional Support, Access, Culture, Equality, 

Inclusion and Ethics, and Leadership, Policy, and 

Management) [7]. 

Online learning research has also advanced at a 

rapid pace. Hamilton’s research discovered significant 

benefits to using I-VR (Virtual Reality) in medical 

education. His study explained that no significant 

difference in learning achievement was found when I-

VR or non-immersive methods were used. Only two 

studies have found that using I-VR has a negative 
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impact [8]. Khashaba, on the other hand, explains how 

the PeerWise application can be used as part of a mixed 

learning methodology in medical physiology. 

Traditional teaching methods are less reliable than the 

PeerWise application. Students can overcome 

difficulties in learning physiology by working together 

to create, answer, and review questions. Peer-Wise was 

created to provide more engaging, student-centered 

learning experiences. PeerWise also includes a multiple-

choice question bank as an additional learning tool for 

students. Teachers can use this feature to create or 

modify questions for future exams [9].  

The advancement of research on online learning in 

the field of language is no less impressive. Recent 

studies utilizing the app Spherical Video-Based Virtual 

Reality (SVVR) are a virtual reality that uses 360-

degree video or photos to create a virtual environment 

that can be viewed through a head-mounted display 

[10]. Using the SVVR system for English language 

training with a peer-assessment approach can improve 

English performance, motivation, and critical thinking 

[11]. Lan et al. also stated that placing students in an 

SVVR environment positively impacts their higher-

order thinking [12]. Virtual learning with gamification 

strategies, according to Pinto, can be used to learn 

foreign languages [13]. 

However, most research on online learning focuses 

on the student. The teacher receives relatively little 

attention. As a result, more research is needed to 

examine teachers’ perceptions of the use of technology 

in the classroom [14]. On the other hand, students’ 

ability to self-regulate their behavior and their 

motivation and enthusiasm to learn and use online 

technology for learning is highly dependent on the 

technology infrastructure and services provided by their 

institutions. Similarly, when institutions do not support 

teachers’ professional development, teachers will 

inevitably fail to nurture students to optimize online 

activities. As a result, student self-regulation suffers 

(reluctance to seek learning resources and collaborative 

learning, procrastination, etc.). 

Most research from developing countries is only 

suitable for educational purposes and cannot be applied 

in a natural online exam environment. For example, 

studies such as [15] from India only proposed a 

theoretical framework, which is challenging to apply in 

the natural environment, especially in the country’s 

existing educational infrastructure. On the other hand, 

most of the contributions from developed countries are 

practical and can be applied in the online exam 

environment due to the stable educational infrastructure 

[16]. 

The preceding has explained a great deal about 

online learning research in the field of science. There 

has been no review of research on online learning 

practices in the social field, particularly in religious 

education. On the other hand, religious education is 

critical during the current era of disruption [17]. Beside 

shaping personality [18], religious education can also 

teach critical education [19]. For this reason, research 

on online learning reviews in the field of religious 

education is essential and exciting. This study is 

significant because it provides an overview of online 

learning in the field of religious education. This study is 

intriguing because it develops social piety during 

religious education [20]. The Covid-19 pandemic forced 

religious learning to take place online.  

2. PURPOSE 

This study was carried out to determine the extent of 

research on online learning conducted on religious 

education subjects. It will be divided into two parts. The 

first is a discussion of the methodology research used by 

the bachelor in view development learning online on 

eyes lesson religion. Part two is a discussion of the 

theme’s critical summary from the articles they have 

gathered. 

3. RESEARCH METHODS 

This study employs the Rapid Review method, in 

which previous studies are subjected to a rapid review 

process. This method allows for using a small amount of 

literature relevant to the research [21]. In this study, 

there were 13 articles used that were obtained from the 

search process through the publish or perish application. 

The step that was taken is to search for metadata 

through the publish or perish application using the 

keywords ―Online learning‖, AND (―religious 

education‖ OR ―religious education‖). After the 

metadata is obtained, an examination of the articles that 

meet the criteria is carried out. After that, full text is 

obtained through automatic downloads using the Zotero 

application and also manual downloads. Then, the full 

text that has been obtained is entered into the 

MAXQDA 2020 application. In the application, a 

critical and comprehensive reading of the full text that 

has been obtained is carried out. Furthermore, the 

findings of each full text are mapped based on the 

proximity of the theme. The themes that were 

constructed became the findings of this study. After the 

thematic mapping was carried out, the manuscript of 

this article was made. 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1. Research Method (RQ1) 

Based on the observations made in the articles that 

have been collected, there are six types of research 

methods used by scholars to examine the theme of 

online learning in religious education subjects. The 

research method used: 2 Quantitative [22], [23] , 2 Mix 

Method [24], [25] , 6 Qualitative descriptive [26]–[31] , 
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1 Research and Development (RnD) [32] , 1 evaluation 

[33] , and 1 Case Study [34]. 

4.2. Research Results (RQ2) 

Four main themes are found in the mapping studies 

conducted by the 13 studies used in this article. These 

themes are including: 1) Learning methods used in the 

online learning process, 2) obstacles faced in the online 

learning process, 3) Evaluations carried out in the online 

learning process, and 4) Students, teachers, and parents’ 

perspectives regarding the online learning process. 

4.2.1. Learning Methods 

Learning strategies that can be used in the online 

religious learning process are inquiry learning strategies. 

Methods can collaborate between lectures, mind 

mapping, and games. In comparison, the technique used 

by the teacher is Bank Points. This point bank is a 

superior technique that teachers can use to increase 

students’ interest in learning [34]. In addition, to 

improve the quality of online learning during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the provision of learning 

materials is presented concisely. Teachers can minimize 

sending material in the form of long videos to save 

quota—media in the form of videos sent using language 

that is easy to understand. The teacher does not only 

give assignments, but also continues to provide material 

before the assignment. There should not be too many 

assignments in giving assignments, and the questions 

should be more varied, and assignments should be 

accompanied by clear instructions [30]. The learning 

process can also be carried out using an Android-based 

application with materials related to religious education 

[32]. It can be the future of religious education.  

Materials that are psychomotor can use a practical 

system. In this activity, students are given the task to 

practice the material that the teacher has delivered. 

Students can be assisted by relatives or friends to record 

the practice of the assignment. Furthermore, the practice 

results in video recordings are sent through the 

WhatsApp group provided [26]. 

In religious education, the content of worship 

practices becomes the main focus in the material 

provided. The daily worship process can enhance the 

strengthening of a religious character. In addition to 

religious activities, religious values are also instilled in 

which there are honesty, trustworthiness, courtesy, and 

so on. Hadayani revealed that schools could make 

Learning Management System (LMS) in a web 

application that monitors student activities during online 

learning. In the web application, there is a checklist of 

activities that students fill in. These activities are filled 

every day by students under the guidance of parents and 

monitored by teachers. So it needs honesty from parents 

and students in filling it out [35]. In line with this, 

Rohimah emphasized the importance of the role of the 

family as a teacher relationship in the online learning 

process and the use of technology media [29]. Warsah 

added that teachers must be able to motivate students, 

form excellent communication, and bind the emotional 

side of students to stay involved in learning. Teachers 

should simplify the learning process but package 

learning to be engaging, provide verbal reinforcement, 

increase student-teacher interaction opportunities, and 

communicate with parents to help guide their children’s 

learning at home [31]. It is essential because, in 

practice, the religious learning process faces many 

obstacles. 

4.2.2. Online Learning Evaluation 

The assessment process is done in online learning 

education religion using a variety of methods. 

Assessment of cognitive aspects using the application 

Google Forms, Zoom, WhatsApp, and YouTube. The 

written test used is an objective or multiple-choice test. 

The instruments used in the assessment of cognitive 

aspects include assignments, exams, activities, and 

portfolios. Usage Google Forms during the online 

learning process is quite helpful for teachers to assess 

students’ cognitive aspects in learning. In problems 

created in Google Forms give a relatively easy guide to 

understand so that students can work efficiently [28]. 

The psychomotor aspect can be done by giving 

assignments to students doing worship practices while 

being recorded and then sending the recorded video to 

the teacher. The delivery process can be conducted 

through the WhatsApp application or uploaded on 

YouTube and sent links to videos to teachers. 

Sustenance added in the affective aspect of the 

assessment process by involving the role of parents. The 

teacher makes a self-assessment that students, 

accompanied by parents, fill in. For that, honesty 

between students and parents is the key [28]. 

For this reason, teachers need to develop an 

appropriate evaluation model for online-based learning 

in religious learning. Susanto reported an increase in the 

quality of student learning after an appropriate online 

learning evaluation model was developed. This increase 

can be seen in the increase in the value obtained by 

students after using an online-based assessment system 

(test). The use of online-based questions and assessment 

applications in religious education subjects also 

increases student motivation in being active during the 

learning process, and, the use of online-based 

applications can also reduce students’ time in working 

on questions during the assessment process [33].  

In line with this, Hartanto stated that cheap and 

accessible information and telecommunication 

technology would eliminate space and time constraints 

with limited education. Several logical consequences 

that occur in the use of e-learning include (1) students 
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can easily access learning materials anywhere without 

being limited by time and place restrictions; (2) they can 

quickly learn and discuss with experts or experts in the 

field of interest; (3) learning materials can even be 

quickly taken in various parts of the world regardless of 

where they study. These opportunities still face 

challenges in terms of costs, readiness of information 

technology infrastructure, society, and regulations 

supporting the e-learning  sustainability [36]. 

4.2.3. Online Learning Barriers 

In general, two critical aspects hinder students in the 

online learning process. Obstacles in the technical 

aspect and the second obstacle in the aspect of the 

learning process. Constraints faced in online learning on 

religious subjects from technical aspects such as less 

than optimal internet access [22], [26], [34]. Many 

students complain that they cannot participate in the 

learning process because internet access in their area is 

not well-reached. The internet package assistance 

provided by the school is also considered insufficient 

because it is only given during exams [34]. In addition, 

some students do not have communication tools in the 

form of cell phones or laptops due to family financial 

problems [26]. Due to the pandemic conditions, it is also 

difficult for students who live in rural areas to access the 

internet outside the house.  

The problem faced by students in the learning 

process is that students have physical complaints due to 

being in front of the screen every day [22]. Some 

teachers who only give assignments without giving the 

material well make the students feel burdened with the 

assignments given. It makes students less focused on 

learning. In addition, the evaluation process is also not 

running effectively [30]. 

4.2.4. Perspectives Of Students, Teachers, And 

Parents Regarding The Online Learning Process 

Asri explained that some students are active and 

enthusiastic in the online learning process, and other 

students tend to be like students in general. Only some 

are active in learning. At each meeting, active students 

tend to change. Not only one or two children are active, 

but there seems to be a change in student activity. So it 

can be said that students have a tendency of interest that 

changes according to their mood [34]. It can be seen 

from the boredom aspect of the students in the online 

learning process. However, the results of different 

studies are shown by Saugi that there is a significant 

effect between online learning and interest in learning 

Religious education [23].  

There are differences in teachers’ perceptions of 

online learning in religious subjects. In areas where 

internet access is not smooth, teachers who have never 

attended PPG or online learning workshops always find 

online learning challenging to implement, so religious 

education teachers prefer to give assignments to 

students. Religious Education teachers in areas with 

smooth internet access, PAK teachers who have 

attended PPG training and online learning activities feel 

that online learning is easy to implement. Even they 

believe that online learning provides positive motivation 

for them to be more creative and more skilled in 

utilizing ICT in learning [24].  

Margolang explained that parents have a negative 

perception of the online learning process. Parents 

assume that online learning provides many limitations in 

interaction and learning assessment. The impact of 

parents’ perceptions of learning is the gap between 

parents and the school, especially teachers. Parents are 

reluctant to participate in learning programs, especially 

assisting children in learning. Parents often raise 

criticism or protest against the learning system applied. 

Even parents think that online learning gives children a 

decline [27]. 

However, this study has limitations in terms of the 

number of references used. Limited access to database 

providers for electronic resources is an obstacle in 

conducting the research process. Besides, this research 

is also limited to articles in English and Indonesian. 

5. CONCLUSION 

This review was conducted to provide an overview 

of online learning conditions carried out in religious 

education. The review on 13 collected articles found 

four main themes in the study of online learning in 

religious education: Learning methods carried out in the 

online learning process, obstacles faced in the online 

learning process, Evaluations carried out in the online 

learning process, and the perspectives of students, 

teachers, and parents regarding the online learning 

process. This study has limitations on the aspect of the 

number of articles which may be insufficient. Future 

research is expected to be more comprehensive and 

sufficient in the use of appropriate databases. In 

addition, research can also be more comprehensive, not 

only articles in English and Indonesian. 
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