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ABSTRACT 

Students’ reading interest is important to know to develop reading assessment. By considering students’ reading 

interest, teacher can select material for assessment that was close to students’ favorite reading material and reading 

setting. This research is aim at identifying students’ reading interest especially in Basic Reading course in higher 

education. This research is a descriptive study with a questionnaire collection technique. The questionnaire was 

distributed via google form trough WhatsApp group of the students who learn Basic Reading subject in higher 

education.  The questionnaire with 27 items has responded by 53 students that selected using simple random sampling. 

The questionnaire has been validated theoretically and statistically using SPPS for the quality of the instruments.  The 

data were analyzed descriptively using Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) by involving means and 

standard deviation. The result of the research shows that students’ reading interest was fair, by the mean score of 3.55. 

It means that the students did not show a strong interest in reading. They still need support to make them enjoy in 

reading. The degree of their enjoyment in reading still needs improvement. Basic Reading subject is the potential to 

make them interested in reading, by considering their favorite reading material as the result of this research.    
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1. INTRODUCTION  
Reading is recognized as the essential skill to learn  

in English as a second/ foreign language (ESL/EFL). 

Because reading has functions a means to the end in the 

process of acquiring the language that is commonly 

exposed  in written texts [1]. Reading is not only as a 

source of information but also as a means of acquiring  

knowledge about language [2]. By reading, it helps the 

learners to extend foreign language by indicating of their 

understanding toward the reading text. While learners 

easily comprehend the text, language learning has a 

better language acquisition.  

However, in 2009 Kusmana claimed that Indonesia 

was at the lowest level of reading interest among other 

East Asian countries, our students can absorb only 30% 

of the text [3]. This fact warns us about the low literacy 

level of our students. A teacher has responsibility to 

higher students’ reading interest trough learning process 

involving in giving an assessment.  

By considering their reading interest in assessment, 

the students will be motivated doing exercises and tasks 

given from teacher. The teacher can ask the students to 

select what they should read and do for pleasure of their 

reading activities.  As reading influence determine the 

success of the students in higher education, they must be 

equipped with this skill [4] 

Furthermore, the awareness about students’ reading 

interest will assist parents, teachers and society more 

effectively to know students’ reading needs [3]. When 

students having interests for specific object or activity, 

they will be more active in participation involving their 

attention, concentration and happiness [5]. 

In other case of reason in reading, students do not 

only want to read, but also they have to read. Especially 

in Basic Reading course, students read English material 

as a task that must be obtained as the process of 

learning. Teachers’ can select assessment material and 

activities by considering students’ preference to higher 

their reading interest. The students can comprehend 

reading English text easily if their teacher consider 

students’ reading interest based on specific 

characteristics [6]. Consequently, teachers help the 

students with reading for understanding for their 

academic success because they can access the source of 

all the knowledge in the world.  

Some studies have an effort about reading interest 

and reading comprehension. The students’ interest 

toward reading has significance effect to reading 

comprehension [6]. It was also found that students’ 

reading interest has positive correlation to their 

comprehension of the text, reading more encourage 

understanding more [7]. In addition, students’ 
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motivation to participate in the online assessments were 

increased, thereby their reading interests in higher level 

[4]. Then, subcomponents of psycho-behavioral 

dimensions represented reading interest, where the 

factor of reading interest represented reading in printed 

settings, online reading, social media reading, academic 

reading, and recreational reading [8]. Self-concept in 

academic has shown the relationship between teacher 

support and reading interest completely [9]. In other 

fact, reading interest facilitated the direct effects of 

achievement motivation on students’ discourse analysis 

[10]. These researches show that how reading interest is 

essential in academic life.  

All the researches are closely related with this study. 

However, the research about students’ reading interest to 

consider reading assessment was very limited. In this 

study, the researchers identified students’ reading 

interest in order to develop blended assessment model in 

higher education. The researchers concern to Basic 

Reading subject in this study because the purpose of this 

subject is to prepare EFL students in having a good 

modality in reading skill [11]. If the students are good in 

basic reading, it is easy for them to study the next level 

of reading skill.  

1.1. Reading Interest  
Reading is the valuable skill in life that develop 

ability to think in creative way, beside the ability to think 

critically, analytically and imaginatively [5]. In reading 

activities, students’ reading interest motivated students to 

read. In other side, the difficulties in reading can be 

appeared that make students feel frustrated in learning, 

consequently they were and angry in reading English 

texts in learning a second language because they have  

lack interesting in reading English text [3]. Teachers’ 

awareness on students’ reading interest can be a good 

solution of this problem. Reading interest encourages 

students to read easily which higher students motivation 

to enjoy reading.  

In reading much, one has access to a wider 

knowledge through the varieties of  reading materials 

like journal, books, magazines, and newspapers 

(Khairuddin, 2013). So, reading is the mean to access all 

the knowledge in the world.  

Students need support from teacher to make them 

strong in reading interests.  When students received more 

teacher support, they read more because of having 

greater interest in reading [9]. To improve reading 

interest, the teacher essentially choose the relevant text 

for students, then, link the text and the activities to real-

life experiences [7]. To make reading interesting and 

insightful for students, teachers need to guide them in 

developing students’ proficiency and their own interest 

in reading [12]. Ugwu (2019) adds that interest is one of 

students’ qualities in their learning tasks that relate to 

students’ academic achievement. The more students’ 

interest in a subject, the more they spend time in learning 

it. Students’ interests in reading give the better process in 

comprehending what they read.   

Interest usually relates to a particular object and 

activity (Schiefele, 2009). Students who are interested to 

an activity with a certain topic, such as reading about 

education or sports, they can enjoy reading about these 

topics. Generally we may think about motivation to read, 

but specifically we think about interest in reading 

specific topic [13].  

Meanwhile, reading interest refers to the degree of 

students’ reading enjoyment. [9]. It is also defined as the 

number of books to read in a month, the number of times 

to read in a week, and the favorite genres and types of 

English reading materials [3]. Reading interest is also 

categorized as whether students like to read in their spare 

time or not, and whether they like to read at home or go 

to the library. Besides, technology and multimedia 

resources provide reading text that interesting for 

students such as novels, comic, story book, and 

magazines, beside digital texts that are always available 

that can be shared to students whenever and wherever 

[13]. In short, reading interest is the degree of reading 

enjoyment and the preference of place and time of 

reading, genre and types of reading materials and reading 

setting.  

Reading interest is also related to students’ critical 

thinking skills, if the learners have high critical thinking,  

it is potential for them to understand a text that contains 

hard words [14]. Reading interest is a feeling of special 

attention to reading that make us having good habit in 

reading actively [6]. The high interest in reading, the 

success the reader will be, then, the failure of reading 

may be caused by lack of interest.  

1.2. Blended Reading Assessment 
Reading assessment is the reflection of the 

understandings of what reading is, how it works, and 

how it is used providing picture of students’ reading 

challenges and accomplishments [15]. The purpose of 

assessment is to stimulate students in thinking, reacting 

to new situations, reviewing and revising work, 

evaluating their own and others' work, and 

communicating results verbally or visually [16]. In 

addition, it guides the students to be creative in learning 

activities which contains character values [17].  Teacher 

can determine assessment activities based on students 

interest. So, the evaluation process can improve students’ 

participation in class because they do the activities based 

on what they like to do.  

Moreover, the authentic reading assessment aims to 

assess many kinds of literacy abilities in certain contexts 

[18]. Contextually, literacy involves reading and 

responding to newspaper articles, editorials and a novel, 

finding out about the people in different culture, or using 

information from a bus schedule or manual equipment. 

Those ideas show the real-life contexts of students. 

In this globalization era, the demand of using of 

technology in education relates to the increasing of 

educators’ knowledge and skill in using it. Blended 

learning is the  use of different blends of technology and 

pedagogy in both campus-based and distance programs  

[19]. In assessing students, it is better for educators to 

implement blended assessment. The research found that 

blended teaching provides autonomous learners that 
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leaded by teachers within a feasible and scientific 

method in higher education [20].  

Blended learning is considered as a way for 

teachers to begin with the technology utilization into the 

language classroom that provide computer that 

connected to internet. As a result, both the teachers and 

the learners can work at any time and in any place  [19]. 

Blended teaching combines online and offline teaching 

to enrich learners’ autonomous in learning, and improve 

their ability in discovering, analyzing, and solving 

problems [20]. The material in reading assessment that 

based on students’ reading interest supports students to 

enjoy assessment.  

 

2. METHOD  
This study is aimed at identifying students’ 

reading interest in higher education. This study is 

descriptive research using a questionnaire as the 

instrument in collecting data. The questionnaire consists 

of 27 items that distributed via google form to the 

students who learn Basic Reading course in higher 

education, Indonesia. There were 53 students responded 

the questionnaire which selected using random sampling 

technique. The respondents chose one of the five options 

based on Likert scale to show their reading interest 

toward the questionnaire items. Related to the quality of 

the instrument, the researchers determined validity and 

reliability of the questionnaire.  The questionnaire was 

validated theoretically by two experts with the result 

very valid by the score 95. Then, the questionnaire was 

also validated statistically using SPSS analysis. The 

result of validation analysis inform that all items of the 

questionnaire for measuring students’ reading interest in 

this research were valid. Because r count of the items 

were higher than 0.266 as r table from 53 respondents.  

In addition, in determining the reliability of the 

questionnaires, the researchers used Cronbach’s Alpha 

formula through SPSS. As the result, the reliability of 

the questionnaire was very high, about 0.90.  The table 

below shows the result of reliability analysis.  

 

Table 1. Reliability Statistics of Students’ Reading 

Interest 

Cronbach's Alpha N of Items 

.900 27 

 

The data from questionnaire were analyzed using the 

statistical descriptive analysis providing means and 

standard deviation.  

 

3. RESULT  
Students’ reading interest was considered as the 

important characteristic of the students in designing the 

prototype of assessment model. Before developing the 

assessment, the teachers should know what the students 

prefer to about assessment activities and material.  

After collecting the data trough questionnaire and 

analyzing quantitatively, we reached the research 

finding. The descriptive statistical analysis presented in 

form of number related to the mean and standard 

deviation about students’ reading interest. The result of 

analysis can be seen from table 2. 

 

Table 2. The result of Students’ Reading Interest  

 

 

Indicators 

 

Sub 

Indicators N Mean 

Std. 

Deviation 

Reading as  

hobbies 

Favorite 

activity 

53 3.64 .963 

The times of 

reading in a 

week 

Every day  53 3.17 .849 

3 – 6 days 53 3.53 .823 

Reading in 

spare time 

At home 53 3.81 1.020 

At library 53 3.42 .865 

The books 

read in a 

month 

> 6 books 53 2.66 1.073 

2 – 6 books 53 2.79 1.150 

< 2 books 53 2.85 1.199 

The favorite 

genres of 

English 

reading 

material 

Fantasy 53 3.34 .960 

Mystery 53 4.21 .840 

Historic 

fiction 

53 4.11 1.121 

Romance 53 3.45 .889 

Horror 53 3.87 1.256 

Thriller 53 3.89 1.031 

Science 

fiction 

53 3.72 1.133 

Education 53 3.98 .909 

Poetry 53 3.32 1.156 

Students’ 

favorite 

types of 

English 

reading 

material 

Story Book 53 3.92 1.207 

Comic 53 4.19 .962 

Novel 53 3.94 1.167 

Article in 

internet 

53 3.79 .906 

Encyclope

dia 

53 3.40 .817 

Academic 

book 

53 3.38 .790 

Magazine 53 2.70 1.030 

Newspaper 53 3.02 .971 

Reading 

setting 

Online 53 3.57 1.010 

Printed 53 4.17 .826 

Average   3.55  

 

From the table above it was found that students 

responded that reading as hobby was fair (3.64). It 

indicates that reading has not students’ favorite 

activities yet. Related to reading in spare time, the result 
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shows that students preferred to read at home (3.81), 

rather than reading in library (3.42). The times of 

reading in a week was not high too, their everyday 

reading was only 3.17. As English department students, 

they actually have demanded to read English text every 

day. However, students’ frequency in reading was still 

far from the demand. Meanwhile, the books read in a 

month, the data show that the students were seldom 

reading book in a month, because almost all the students 

responded disagree about reading book. It can be 

interpreted that the students were lack of reading books.  

Regarding to the favorite genres of English reading 

material, the students were preferred to read mystery as 

reading material as the highest mean score (4.21). Then 

the students like historic fiction reading material (4.11), 

followed by education (3.98), thriller (3.89), horror 

3.87), science fiction (3.72), romance (3.45), fantasy 

(3.34) and poetry (3.32) as the lowest score. Generally, 

the students’ preferences in genre of reading were 

neutral.  It indicates that the students did not show their 

favorite genre as they have. Teachers must select the 

genre of English reading material. Regarding to the 

developing of assessment, teacher must consider what 

the students like to read. 

Moreover, students’ favorite types of English 

reading material were found that students’ were 

preferred to read comic (4.19). They were also like 

reading novel (3.94), followed by reading story book 

(3.92), article in internet (3.79), encyclopedia (3.40), 

academic book (3.38), reading newspaper (3.02), and 

magazine (3.70) as the lowest score. The result of 

students preference related to types of English material 

will be considered in selecting assessment material later.  

From the reading setting, the students were preferred 

to read through printed (4.17) instead of reading in 

online (3.57). It is indicated that they like the 

combination of online and printed reading material, 

because the different of the score was not too 

significance. However, printed reading material was 

more considered than online material in developing 

assessment model.  

Generally, students’ reading interest was fair, by the 

mean score 3.55, the shows the neutral condition. They 

still need support to make them enjoy in reading. The 

degree of their enjoyment in reading still needs 

improvement. Basic Reading subject is potential make 

them interest in reading. So, in selecting assessment 

material, the teacher needs to design the reading task 

that cover students’ reading interest.  

The findings above show us that each student has 

their own characteristics in reading. One of their 

characteristics is reading interest. Each student has 

unique reading favorite place, time, quantity, genre, and 

types of English reading material. In line with this 

notion, students should struggle in raising their reading 

interest and improve their reading habits whether 

academic or non-academic books that obtained through 

both printed media and electronic media, because the 

interest in reading influenced students’ ability in 

analyzing discourse [10]. Therefore, approaching how 

students’ reading interest in learning Basic Reading is 

necessary. When the teacher link the circumstance to 

match the student’s interest with reading activities and 

material in designing task, truly, help the students in 

enjoying reading that influence to their reading 

achievement. Teacher awareness of students’ interest 

also might bring an idea to create acceptable classroom 

atmosphere.  

 

4. CONCLUSION  
From this research it is noticed that reading interest 

and reading skill are inseparable. The teacher needs to 

know students’ reading interest in case of the degree of 

reading enjoyment related to their favorite place and time 

of reading, genre and types of reading materials and 

reading setting. These preferences surely determine 

students’ academic success in reading. A good level of 

reading interest constructs effective reading classroom 

that can be seen from the result of reading assessment.   

From the data analysis, the students have various 

reading interests as the characteristics of their individual. 

The highest score for each indicator of reading interest 

shows the preference of the students in learning Basic 

Reading. The results of this research can be the reference 

of the teachers who teach Basic Reading subject in 

higher education. Teacher’s awareness of students’ 

interest is hoped helping students’ growth in their basic 

reading achievement. 
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