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ABSTRACT

In language learning, the learners need to acquire the knowledge of some skills such as speaking, writing, listening,
and reading. Among the four skills, speaking is said to be a very important skill. It is a productive skill that people use
for communication and used by the language learner more frequently in their activities. During this covid-19 situation,
the teaching and learning process has changed from tradition classrooms into virtual classrooms. The teacher’s
creativity in using learning media should be optimized to get all the students engaged in the learning process. This
paper aimed to analyze students’ speaking ability on YouTube based video project in online speaking class during
covidl9 pandemic. The participants of this study were the third year of English Department students of Universitas
Asahan 2019/2020 academic year and 19 students were chosen as the samples. This study belongs to descriptive
research. The researcher took the sample by using purposive sampling. The data came from the students’ final
assignment in speaking class in form of short drama. The students’ speaking performance videos were used for
measuring the students’ speaking ability. Four videos had been analyzed based on Harris in Depdiknas proficiency
descriptions. It consists of pronunciation, structure, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. Having regard to the
conclusions, this study showed that the majority of students’ speaking ability was in good level (75,16%). However,
mastering grammar and fluency became the most influencing factors in improving their ability in speaking based on
the data gathered. It means that by uploading their video project on YouTube can be more excellent if the students
mastering all aspects of speaking while doing conversation in English, so that their speaking may improve.
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1. INTRODUCTION
Speaking is a primary skill beside writing,

pronunciation, using the appropriate speech function,
interacting well with others, and having a good choice

listening, and reading. Speaking is said to be a difficult
skill for language learners. The learners will speak
fluently and accurately if they are able to produce
comprehensible input through speaking. Speaking can
be defined as a skill to convey any messages by using
the appropriate language features through oral language
straight away [1]. By mastering the speaking skill,
students can speak English fluently and communicate
well with the interlocutors. It helps the EFL/ESL
learners enhance their careers in their respective fields.
There are some characteristics that the students
need to master in learning to speak, such as having good
pronunciation, speech function, interaction
management, and discourse organization which involves
creating coherence and cohesion through structure and
word choice[2]. In other words, the lecturers should
help the students to improve their ability in speaking
accurately and fluently. It means that having a good

of words in a relevant social context are the goals to be
achieved by the students. To achieve these goals,
lecturers can choose the appropriate teaching activities
in learning process. There are many kinds of speaking
activities that the lecturers can use in teaching speaking.
It gives the students a chance to improve their speaking,
such as role plays, debates, or group discussion with
their classmates. Another kind of activities may become
a presentation or speech as more challenging activities
in the class.

However, the students often faced some
obstacles in speaking. Some of them are having lack of
using appropriate words, being not confident to speak,
having no ideas about what to say that makes the
students tend to keep silent, having bad
pronunciation[3], and the students do not enough time to
practice the skill[4]. It is because of large classrooms
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occupancy and the tendency to have the same
opportunity to speak for several students.

Meanwhile, online classes are now widely used
to replace face-to-face classrooms that cannot be carried
out due to the covidl9 pandemic. The teachers and
students have to do the learning process from home.
Then, it makes the lecturers look for the appropriate
methods or media, and tools to make communication
easier [5]. The government provides learning media
through television broadcast every day for early
childhood education, kindergarden, and elementary
school. While in higher education, the lecturers must be
able to select appropriate media for making the students
learn in this situation.

The choice of media must be appropriate to
facilitate the teaching and learning process. One of the
potential platforms that can be utilized for teaching and
learning speaking is YouTube. YouTube can be said as
an interesting media that is suitable with the demands of
21% century skills[6]. As stated by Burgess and Green in
Holland, YouTube is considered as one of the online
service platforms that can be used to solve technical
problems in spreading videos [7]. It can encourage the
student’s creativity through the lecturer’s instruction by
assigning the students to create a video[8].

In addition, accordance with the results of my
preliminary investigation, it was found that the lecturer
in Universitas Asahan used YouTube platform as the
media for the students in showing their speaking
performances. The lecturer instructed the students to
make videos as their project in Speaking subject. The
lecturer wanted to see the students’ speaking
performance by uploading their videos on their
YouTube channel improve or not. The lecturer asked the
students to give comments after watching their friends’
videos.

In speaking class, this platform is the best way to
find out the students’ ability in speaking, because this
platform helps the students in reducing their anxiety
while speaking[9]. This platform was chosen by the
lecturer because it is more effective and efficient to
assess the students’ speaking ability. By using this
media or platform, the students are hopefully able to
speak smoothly and confidently. This platform also
provides beneficial things for students. They can watch
their work in the future.

Moreover, there were also some previous
research related to the use of YouTube in teaching and
learning English. [10], [11], and [12]. They investigated
the use of YouTube to increase the students’ ability in
speaking. The result revealed that there was an
improvement by using YouTube videos to the students’
speaking ability.

On the other hand, some researchers did research
which focused on using YouTube video project in
learning speaking such as [9],[13],and [14]. They
investigated the students’ anxiety, the students’
perceptions, and the factors which impacted the
students’ reflective process through video projects. The
result showed that the students are more interested in
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doing YouTube video projects to other speaking
activities, the students have positive feelings on the use
of YouTube in learning English, and the factors which
impacted the students’ reflective process were behavior,
competencies, beliefs, environment, identity, and
mission. Another research was done by [15] who
investigated the students’ encouragement in learning
pronunciation by submitting their final assignment
video to YouTube channel. But the researcher did not
check the other elements of speaking besides
pronunciation.

In line with the explanation above, this study
intended to analyze the students ability in speaking
consisting of pronunciation, fluency, grammar,
vocabulary, and comprehension as proposed by Brown
[16]. It can be seen from their videos that have been
submitted to their channel.

2. METHOD

This research belongs to descriptive research.
This research was conducted at Universitas Asahan,
Kisaran. The subjects of this study were the third year of
English Department students of Universitas Asahan
2019/2020 academic year and 19 students were chosen
as the samples. The researcher took the sample by using
purposive sampling. The data came from the students’
final assignment in speaking class in form of short
drama. Four videos had been analyzed based on Harris
in Depdiknas proficiency descriptions[17]. This
speaking rubric consists of five indicators, namely
pronunciation, fluency, grammar, vocabulary, and
comprehension. Inter-rater was used in this study. There
are two raters in analyzing the students’ speaking
ability, namely English lecturer of Speaking class
subject and the researcher herself. Assessing speaking is
not something easy to do because the point may be
different from one scorer to others. To avoid this
problem, the raters are necessary to assign several
scores for each category. The researcher used the
formula proposed by Sudijono [18].

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Speaking without hesitations or errors is the
objective of learning speaking. Then the students are
expected to improve their ability in speaking by making
video project inside or outside the class. It helps the
students to be creative and confident to speak in front of
a camera. They can prepare themselves well before
recording. The final score of the students’ speaking
ability was from the assessment of the lecturer and the
researcher. In the light of the findings, the data from
both raters could be simplified as in the following table
based on each aspect of speaking ability.
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Table 1 Percentage of Students’ Speaking Ability on
YouTube video project

Score  Categories Frequency Percentage
81-100  Excellent 6 32%
61-80 Good 11 58%
41-60 Medium 2 10%
21-40 Poor 0 0%
0-20 Very Poor 0 0%
Total 19 100%
Average Score 75,16

The table shows that the ability of students in
speaking skill at the third semester of Universitas
Asahan lies in the category of being Good to Fair. It can
be seen that the average score is 75,16 which is
categorized as Good. In addition, for no 11 of 19 got
score ranging between 61 and 80 which are in the
category of being Good. Meanwhile, 32% of students (6
students) are in the category of being Very Good. Two
students got score ranging between 41 and 60 which can
be categorized as Fair. From the table, no one got the
score below 40 which means that none of the students
are categorized as Poor and Very Poor. This implies
that no students obtain the score in the category of Poor
and Very Poor. From the above explanation, the finding
spilled that the students’ speaking ability on the
YouTube video project at the third English department
students of Universitas Asahan was in the category of
Good. In other words, it can be said that the students
were able to speak English well.

Students’ score in Pronunciation

Pronunciation is the first aspect of speaking
ability to be assessed. Pronunciation refers to the way
of students in producing the language sounds accurately.
The percentage of students’ scores is shown in the
following table.

Table 2 Percentage of students’ ability in Pronunciation

Score Freqguency Percentage
5 3 16%
4 9 47%
3 6 32%
2 1 5%
1 0 0%
Total 19 100%

Accordingly, the table above showed that the
students still got the problem in pronouncing the words
correctly. Their pronunciation is easy to understand
although having a certain accent.

Students’ score in Fluency

Fluency is the second aspect of speaking ability.
Fluency refers to the ability in delivering information
smoothly and easily. The percentage of students’ scores
is shown in the following table.
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Table 3 Percentage of students’ ability in Fluency

Score Frequency Percentage
5 0 0%
4 9 48%
3 9 48%
2 1 6%
1 0 0%
Total 19 100%

The table above explained that the students’
fluency is not in the higher score. It seems that the
fluency is not so fluent like native speakers, and mostly
of fluency is disturbed with the problems of language
use.

Students’ score in Grammar

Grammar is the third aspect in speaking ability.
Grammar also becomes an important component in
language learning to support the way to master
communicative competence. The percentage of
students’ ability in grammar is shown as follows
Table 4 Percentage of students’ ability in Grammar

Score Frequency Percentage
5 1 5%
4 10 53%
3 7 37%
2 1 5%
1 0 0%
Total 100%

From the table above, it can be seen that only one
student who rarely made grammatical mistakes and
word order errors. Then, one student also felt difficult to
make sentences with good grammar and word order that
may the interlocutor difficult to understand.

Students’ score in Vocabulary

Vocabulary is the fourth aspect in speaking. It
can be considered as the main problem in speaking, it
gives many contributions in language acquisition. It has
a remarkable effects on students’ vocabulary mastery
and speaking ability[19]. Then the percentage of
students’ score in vocabulary can be viewed in the
following table.

Table 5 Percentage of students’ score in Vocabulary

Score Frequency Percentage
5 1 6%
4 13 68%
3 5 26%
2 0 0%
1 0 0%
Total 19 100%

The table above reflected that the students mostly
use inappropriate vocabulary and should expand the
idea because of limited vocabulary. It makes the
students find quite difficult to understand the
conversation. Only one student used vocabulary and
expression like native speaker.
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Students’ score in Comprehension

Comprehension is the last aspect of speaking that
must be acquired by the students. Comprehension refers
to the competence in understanding what the speakers
says. It means that the learners fully understand of what
the content of speaking. The percentage of students’
ability in comprehension was illustrated in the following
table.

Table 6 The percentage of students’ ability in
Comprehension
Score Frequency Percentage
5 7 37%
4 10 53%
3 2 10%
2 0 0%
1 0 0%
Total 19 100%

The table above showed that the students’ ability
in aspect of comprehension was good enough. It can be
seen from the percentage above around 53% which
reflects to the students were able to understand the
content of speaking without difficulty.

To sum up, the students’ speaking scores were
viewed in the following diagram.

Students’ Speaking Ability
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Figure 1. Students ability in speaking on YouTube
video project

The above diagram shows that the students’
score are varied. The higher score is on the aspect of
comprehension. In view of the results, the students were
able to understand the content of speaking without any
difficulties. Then the second aspect refers to the
students’ vocabulary mastery. Some of them using
vocabulary and expressions or idioms like a native
speaker. But there are also some students used
inappropriate vocabulary because they have limited
vocabulary. They often said the literal meaning of the
words without seeing the context.

On the other hand, pronunciation aspects became
in the third position. From the data, the students’
pronunciation reflects to the ability in producing the
words correctly. But in fact, the students still have the
problems with their mother tongue. It means that the
students having the certain accent while speaking. Some
of them made the listener should concentrate and
sometimes lead to misunderstanding.
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In line with the aspects of pronunciation,
grammar became the fourth position in the lower score.
In this aspect, in some parts of the conversation, the
students still made a lot of mistakes of grammatical and
word order errors. While the last aspect as the lower
score is fluency. Students’ fluency reflects to the ability
in expressing something orally without any interruption
and hesitation while speaking. But then, it is the big
obstacles for the students. They cannot speak smoothly
and fluently. They tend to speak slowly to avoid
mispronouncing the words.

4. CONCLUSIONS

To summary the discussion above, it is indicated
that the average score of students’ speaking ability on
the YouTube video project was 75,16% categorized as
Good after all speaking components in the rubrics were
combined. It means that the students’ speaking ability
on YouTube video project can be said succeed in having
speaking performance. Then, this platform facilitated
students to speak confidently. It can be conclude that by
using a YouTube video project in speaking class can be
used as the alternative way in learning speaking inside
or outside the class. The lecturer must consider some
aspects to make this platform gives a great contribution
to the students’ speaking ability such as the aspect of
grammar and fluency.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I want to appreciate by thank to all the people
who have supported in finishing this paper. | would like
to dedicate my deepest gratitude to Dr. Zul Amri, M.Ed
as my advisor who has patiently given his valuable time,
considerable help, great willingness, and suggestion
toward the completion of this paper.

REFERENCES

[1] J. Harmer, Practice of English Language
Teaching. London : Longman, 2007.

[2] C. C.. Goh and A. Burns, Teaching Speaking: A
Holistic Approach. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2012.

[3] H. Heriansyah, “Speaking Problems Faced By The
English Department Students of Syiah Kuala
University,” Ling. Didakt., vol. 6, no. 1, pp. 37-44,
2012.

[4] L.-M. Leong and S. M. Ahmadi, “An Analysis of
Factors Influencing Learners’ English Speaking
Skill,” Int. J. Res. English Educ., vol. 5, no. 3, pp.
34-41, 2017.

[5] T. Ririn Puspita, L. Niko Kurniawan, and N.
Karim, ‘“Pemanfaatan Youtube Sebagai Media
Pembelajaran Bagi Mahasiswa di Tengah Pandemi
Covid-19,” Juurnal Komun. Masy. dan Keamanan,
vol. 2, no. 2, pp. 1-15, 2020.

[6] Y. N. Sari and M. Margana, “YouTube as a
Learning Media to Improve the Student’s Speaking
Ability in 21st Century,” J. English Lang. Teach.
Linguist., vol. 4, no. 2, p. 263, 2019, doi:
10.21462/jeltl.v4i2.296.

91



ATLANTIS

PRESS

[71 M. Holland, “How YouTube Developed into a
Successful Platform for User-Generated Content,”
Elon J. Undergrad. Res. Commun., vol. 7, no. 1,
pp. 53-64, 2016.

[8] A. I. R. Wibowo, “The Use of YouTube as
Teaching Media In Public Speaking Class:
Students Perspective,” Universitas
Muhammadiyah Surakarta, 2020.

[91 A. B. P. Sari and D. Iswahyuni, “The Students’
Speaking Anxiety on The Youtube Video Project
in EFL Learning in Indonesia,” Premise J. English
Educ. Appl. Linguist., vol. 8, no. 2, p. 176, 2019,
doi: 10.24127/pj.v8i2.2179.

[10] E. N. E. Mustafa, “The Impact of YouTube, Skype
and WhatsApp in Improving EFL Learners’
Speaking Skill,” Int. J. Contemp. Appl. Res., vol.
5, no. 5, pp. 18-31, 2018.

[11] I. Prasetianing Jati, S. Alis, and N. Suryati,
“Teaching Using YouTube Video to Improve
Students’ Speaking Skill,” J. Pendidik. Hum., vol.
7, no. 3, p. pp 101-116, 2019, doi:
10.1155/2015/157924.

[12] R. A. Hussin, “The Use of Youtube Media
Through Group Discussion in Teaching Speaking,”
English Educ. J., vol. 11, no. 1, pp. 19-33, 2020.

[13] A. Zaidi, F. A. Awaludin, R. A. Karim, N. F. C.
Ghani, M. S. A. Rani, and N. Ibrahim, “University

Advancesin Social Science, Education and Humanities Research, volume 624

Students’ Perceptions of YouTube Usage in (ESL)
Classrooms,” Int. J. Acad. Res. Bus. Soc. Sci., vol.
8 no. 1, pp. 534-545 2018, doi:
10.6007/ijarbss/v8-i1/3826.

[14] A. B. P. Sari, H. Dardjito, and D. M. Azizah, “EFL
Students’ Improvement Through The Reflective
YouTube Video Project,” Int. J. Instr., vol. 13, no.
4, pp. 393-408, 2020, doi:
10.29333/iji.2020.13425a.

[15] S. P. Rahayu and W. S. Putri, “Uploading
Speaking Assignment to YouTube Channel as an
Effort in Increasing Student’s Pronunciation Skill,”
EnJourMe (English J. Merdeka) Cult. Lang.
Teach. English, vol. 3, no. 2, pp. 35-45, 2019, doi:
10.26905/enjourme.v3i2.2741.

[16] H. D. Brown, Teaching by Principle: An
Interactive Approach to Language Pedagogy. New
York: New York : Longman, 2001.

[17] Harris, Penilaian Pembelajaran Bahasa Inggris.
Jakarta : Depdiknas, 2005.

[18] A. Sudijono, Pengantar Evaluasi Pendidikan.
Jakarta : Rajawali Press, 2011.

[19] A. Putri and R. Refnaldi, “The Correlation
Between Students” Vocabulary Mastery and
Speaking Ability At Grade 8 of Junior High
School,” J. English Lang. Teach., vol. 9, no. 1, p.
43, 2020, doi: 10.24036/jelt.v9i1.107809.

92



