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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to produce an E_Newspaper Literacy-Based Introduction to Accounting learning model to optimize the 

students' critical thinking/problem solving of students in colleges. Accounting problems in everyday life can be found 

in newspapers. Accounting is close to the business. Introduction to accounting is one of the basic courses taught at 

universities in economics. Introduction to Accounting at college must be contextualized and linked to real-world 

environments. This study is a follow-up to the results of previous research on the development of E_Newspaper 

Literacy-Based Accounting learning model in higher education. The development of an E_Newspaper Literacy-Based 

Introduction to Accounting learning model was done by using the Plomp model. In previous studies, the validity test 

was done through expert judgment. At this stage, the practicality test is carried out through one-to-one, small group, and 

field tests. the results of the lecturers' responses are 89% (practical). The results of student responses are 91% (very 

practical). 
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1. INTRODUCTION

The worldwide requires the bachelors to have 

applied skills. As a result, students must be prepared to 

understand not only textual challenges, but also real-

world problems that are pertinent to the topic of research 

being studied.. Accounting is used to handle difficulties 

in the real world, such as economic and business issues. 

As a result, accounting education must be continually 

improved, and accounting lecturers must have a clear aim 

in order to attain effective learning goals.. Newspapers 

are a vital source of information in today's world. 

Newspapers cover a wide range of topics, including 

accounting activities. Newspapers can be used to study 

accounting so that students are accustomed to 

understanding real-life problems related to Accounting. 

To involve newspapers in learning, We need a 

mechanism to assist learner in comprehending and 

interpreting the lessons found in newspapers.  

The literacy view, which refers to world reality, is 

closely tied to literacy approaches through mass media. 

Understanding the accounting difficulties given in 

newspapers requires a methodical approach, which is 

referred to as the newspaper literacy cycle. There are 

multiple things to accomplish, including assigning 

various roles to students in small groups, such as 

discussion leader, presenter, note taker, time tracker, 

counter, and summarizer. Accounting learning that 

involves newspapers must be well-designed in order to 

meet learning objectives. The lecturers' ability in 

applying learning models is needed to improve the 

students accounting skills. Problem Based Learning is 

one of the learning approaches that is based on real-life 

challenges (PBL). Researchers created a learning model 

based on the E Newspaper Literacy-Based PBL 

methodology, which went through a one-to-one 

practicality test, small group, and field test phase. This 

article discusses the applicability of the learning 

paradigm in one-on-one situations, small groups, and 

field testing. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

PBL is an active learning model that uses 

unstructured issues as a learning stimulus. [1; 2]. PBL is 

a model that can help students to build knowledge and 

problem-solving skills to help students in mastering 
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important knowledge. Problem-based learning presents 

contextual challenges that are relevant to everyday life 

[3; 4]. 

The components of PBL consist of Unstructured 

problems in everyday life (structured problems), partial 

information, which helps students to become 

independent learners in problem-solving (questions that 

belong to students), and a cooperative effort to solve 

cases are all components of PBL. [5; 6] 

Student orientation to problems, arranging learners to 

study, guiding individual and group investigations, 

producing and presenting work, and analyzing and 

evaluating problem-solving processes are the five steps 

of problem-based learning activities [7; 8]. 

The capacity to utilize critical thinking skills to 

evaluate the trustworthiness and credibility of news 

reporting, whether in print, on TV, or on the Internet (E 

Newspaper), is learned through problem-based learning 

through newspaper literacy [9; 10]. The ultimate goal of 

news literacy for students is for them to become more 

regular and skeptical news readers, observers, and 

listeners who can evaluate if the information is 

trustworthy enough to make conclusions, make 

decisions, or take action. 

Newspapers have long been utilized in education. 

Context-based science education through newspaper 

story problems:: A study on motivation and learning 

effects revealed that the use of newspapers as a 

contextual-based learning resource. The newspaper can 

be used to support learning that can increase learning 

motivation and critical thinking [11; 12] The use of 

newspapers as a contextual-based learning resource can 

be done at all levels of education and lessons can be 

designed to be adapted to the national school curriculum. 

Several instructions are needed to apply the E Newspaper 

Literacy cycle, including presenting diverse role models 

to students in small groups, and worksheet to record 

information on the roles that have been determined [13; 

14]. 

When students read an article with a specific 

concentration and make important notes in their 

worksheet, they are ready to share knowledge with their 

small groups. Readers should be able to contribute 

comments to other student material in addition to 

repeating stories from the worksheet and asking other 

students questions. If there are no further comments after 

each student has stated their area of expertise, the 

discussion leader will recap what has happened in the 

group. Literacy should be done by 3 to 5 participants each 

group in E Newspaper. 

Accounting ability refers to the word's ability and 

accounting. Ability (ability, skill, and dexterity) is the 

power to do something. Ability is the potential to master 

a skill to do something that is done through actions or 

activities. The ability to involve students so that students 

learn as much as possible [15]. Paul Grady defines 

accounting as a science, which is a refinement of the 

AICPA definition: "Accounting is the body of knowledge 

and functions concerned with systematic originating, 

authenticating, recording, classifying, processing, 

summarizing, analyzing, interpreting, and supplying, of 

dependable and significant information covering 

transactions and events, which are, in part at least of a 

financial character; required for the management 

operations of an entity and for the report that has to be 

submitted thereon to meet fiduciary and others 

responsibilities." 

The above definition reveals that accounting is not 

only an art regarding a process of the clerical activity or 

Accounting framework procedures but also has led to the 

Accounting function. One of them is the external function 

of Accounting, its role as a tool of accountability and a 

tool in making economic decisions. 

Problem-solving Learning is a systematic procedure 

that must be implemented to achieve a specific solution 

to a cases[15; 16]. The goal of problem-solving is to find 

a solution to a problem [17; 18]. "The existence of a 

problem-solving process is a key aspect in combining 

real-life problems [19]," according to the study's 

findings. Understanding the problem, designing a plan, 

carrying out the plan, and looking back are the stages of 

problem-solving [20].  

3. METHOD

The Plomp Model was implemented in this research 

as the development model. The model is split into three 

stages: 1) preliminary research, 2) development or 

prototyping, and 3) assessment, as shown in Figure 1 

below. 

Figure 1. Assessment Phase Model Plomp (2013) 

Based on Figure 5 above, the Assessment Phase is 

implemented through self-evaluation; expert review; 

one-to-one evaluation; small group evaluation; and field 

test [21]. 

The first year of research has been done and obtained 

a valid E_Newspaper Literacy-Based Learning Model 
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design in Optimizing Critical Thinking/Problem-Solving 

in Higher Education. While the research activities 

implemented in the second year are the Assessment 

Phase which is a continuation of the Development or 

Prototyping Phase in the first year. 

The Assessment Phase is implemented in the form of 

model testing in the Introduction to Accounting 1 class as 

a compulsory subject for students at the Faculty of 

Economics, Padang State University so that the 

practicality of the model can be figured out. The 

Assessment Phase activity is an activity to assess the 

quality of the developed model so that it is guaranteed to 

be recommended as a learning model that can optimize 

students' critical thinking/problem-solving in Higher 

Education. Data collection activities for achieving 

research objectives are by observation, lecturer response 

questionnaires and student response questionnaires. 

Student and lecturer responses to the learning model  are 

recapitulated  and practicality  analysis  is  done. 

Practicality = Mean Score: Max Score x 100 

Table 1. Practicality Criterias 

Practicality 

(%) 

Criteria 

90 < tp ≤ 100 Very easy to use 

80 < tp ≤ 89 Easy 

65 < tp ≤ 79 Quite easy 

55 < tp ≤ 64 Difficult to use & understand 

0 < tp ≤ 54 Very difficult to use & 

understand 

Source: Boslough & Watters: 2008 

4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

This is the second year of study that has been 

undertaken by following Plomp's development stages. 

There are three steps to the Plomp model: 1) Phase of 

preliminary research, 2) Phase of development or 

prototyping, and 3) Phase of evaluation. Self-assessment, 

expert review, one-on-one evaluation, small group 

evaluation, and field tests are all part of the Assessment 

Phase. The first-year research has arrived at the 

Assessment Phase through self-evaluation and expert 

review so that the research in the second year is a 

continuation of the Assessment Phase which through 

one-to-one evaluation; small group evaluations; and field 

tests. The results of the research can be described as 

follows: 

4.1. One-To-One Evaluation 

The researcher involved two students consisting of 

one student with low ability and one student with high 

ability. The techniques applied to the One-To-One 

Evaluation are: 

a. Lecturer gives student books to each student

b. Students are asked to read books and detect the

incomprehensible parts

c. Students are given a questionnaire

d. Recapitulation of the questionnaire to calculate

practicality

Practical results can be seen from the questionnaire

filled out by 20 students who apply for an introduction to 

Accounting course. The following presents the practical 

results of the E_Newspaper Literacy-Based Learning 

Model by students at the One-To-One Evaluation stage: 

Based on the table above, it is known that the average 

student response reaches 84% which shows the very 

practical category. This means that in general the 

practicality criteria have been fulfilled. 

4.2. Small Group Evaluation 
Researchers conducted small group trials through five 

students in one group. The students were given roles 

according to the role of the newspaper literacy cycle. In 

the practicality test in the form of student responses, an 

average score of 90% was obtained so that it met the very 

practical criteria. Based on the average score, it is known 

that the practicality criteria at the small group evaluation 

level have been fulfilled. The Following are the results of 

the student response questionnaire analysis (Small 

Group): 
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4.3. Field Tests 

Field tests were conducted on Economics Department 

students, Faculty of Economics, UNP. The practicality 

test in this study was obtained through observations of 

the implementation of PBL Introduction to Accounting 

on E_Newspaper Literacy-Based and questionnaires 

filled out by lecturers and students. The results of 

respondents' responses to the practicality of PBL 

introductory accounting on E_Newspaper Literacy-

Based are described as follows: 

1) Practical results of E_Newspaper Literacy-Based

Introduction to Accounting PBL model on lecturers.

Practicality questionnaires were given to two lecturers of 

an introductory accounting course. The description of the 

lecturer's response to the model book is presented in the 

following table: 

From the table above, it is figured out that the 

lecturer's assessment of the practicality of E_Newspaper 

Literacy-Based Introduction to Accounting PBL model is 

very practical. The highest rating is found in statement 

items 1, 2, and 7. This proves that the lecturers strongly 

agree that E_Newspaper Literacy-Based Introduction to 

Accounting PBL model is very helpful for developing 

students' accounting skills, the syntax of the model makes 

it easier for lecturers to carry out E_Newspaper Literacy-

Based Introduction to Accounting PBL model and a 

language that used according to the Indonesian spelling. 

2) The results of the practicality test of E_Newspaper

Literacy-Based Introduction to Accounting PBL

model on students

The E_Newspaper Literacy-Based Introduction to 

Accounting PBL model of practicality questionnaire was 

given to 20 students majoring in economics education. the 

questionnaire was given after the implementation of 

E_Newspaper Literacy-Based Introduction to Accounting 

PBL model. 

In the table above, it is known that the average 

practicality test results by students of Economics 

Education FE UNP are between 83.75 to 96.25% or are in 

the very practical category. The average total practicality 

of E_Newspaper Literacy-Based Introduction to 

Accounting PBL model is 91% with very practical criteria. 

Based on the results of the recapitulation of student 

response questionnaires, it can be concluded that the 

students appreciate the E_Newspaper Literacy-Based is 

practically used in introduction to Accounting learning in 

higher education. 

5. CONCLUSION

Based on the explanations that have been disclosed 

in previous chapters, it can be concluded: 

1. This research has been carried out and has produced

a practical E_Newspaper Literacy-Based Learning
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Model in Optimizing Critical Thinking/Problem-

Solving in Higher Education. 

2. Currently, the research is in the implementation

phase of the Newspaper Literacy-Based Introduction

to Accounting learning model in optimizing Critical

Thinking/Problem-Solving Skills in higher education,

to test the practicality of the Newspaper Literacy-

based Introduction to Accounting learning model

which has been tested for practicality.
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