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Abstract. The purpose of this study is to explore the phenomenon of small classes
size in elementary school education in recent years and the differences in the imple-
mentation of small-class size education policies in different regions in China. This
essay also talked about the motivation, background information and advantages of
small class size in Primary Education. Besides, the study use data visualization to
analyze the number of primary schools and the number of teachers in 34 provinces
in China from 1978 to 2020. Furthermore, the exploration is also focused on the
analysis of full-time teachers, enrolments, and their relationship in 34 provinces in
China. The last but not the least, this study uses machine learning and other skills
to make a prediction model, such as K- NearestNeighbor(KNN). In conclusion,
the government should take measures to narrow the gap of educational resources
in China.

Keywords: small class size · primary school · data visualization · cluster · K-
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1 Introduction

With the negative growth of the birth population, the abundance of educational resources,
and the increasing expectations of parents for their children’s high-quality education,
small-class education, known as “exquisite education”, has gradually emerged in some
large and medium- sized cities and economically developed regions in China. Since stu-
dents in primary schools have poor concentration ability and self-management ability,
its motivation is to pay attention to individual differences of students [2]. Small class
teaching has become a new education reform, which is a hot spots of exploration. The
purpose of this paper is to explore the implementation degree of small class education
policy in defferent regions of China. The remainder of this paper will use data visual-
ization, including line chart, area chart, etc.. And machine learning, such as Cluster and
KNN prediction model to analyze the policy of small class size of primary school in
China specifically.
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2 Analyze the Phenomenon of Small Class Siza in Elementary
School Education in Recent Years Through Data Visualization

2.1 Sorting and Analyzing Data

We firstly import the excel file of “Number of Schools by Type and Level” and “Number
of Full-time Teachers of Schools by Type and Level” into the Jupyter notebook and get
the data summarization. After sorting the data, we get:

We have such large data; so we pay more attention to the number of teachers and
students at the primary education stage, because primary school students have poor
concentration ability, self-management ability, etc.. [1] And the teachers claimed that
smaller classes increased the amount of individual attention that pupils received [4].

2.2 Data Prepossessing and Mapping

We use data visualization to analyze the phenomenon of small classes in elementary
school education in recent years, including line chart, box diagram, bar chart, pie chart,
and area chart. According to the line chart of schools and teachers from 1980 to 2020,
it can be seen that the teacher-student ratio in elementary schools is increasing year by
year. Similarly, the box diagram, bar chart, and pie chart also show that the number of
teachers is increasing year by year, and the number of schools is decreasing year by year.
Thus, from the data point of view, this matches the full implementation of the small class
system in primary schools by the Ministry of Education. Besides, preschool education
has the same situation as elementary education, which is that the number of schools for
pre-school education is decreasing, but the number of teachers is increasing. It could be
suggested by the area chart below:

Fig. 1. Snapshot of the data of “Number of Schools by Type and Level” (Original).
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Fig. 2. Snapshot of the data of “Number of Full-time Teachers of Schools by Type and Level”
(Original).

Fig. 3. Area chart of pre-school education institutions and full-time teachers from 1980 to 2020

Thus it could be seen that the small class of preschool education can lay a good
foundation for the small class of primary education, and enable students to adapt to the
policy of small class of primary education as soon as possible.

3 The Analysis of Full-Time Teachers, Enrolments, and Their
Relationship in 34 Provinces in China by Data Visualization
and Machine Learning

3.1 Data Collating and Category

We firstly import the excel file of “Statistics on Regular Primary Schools by Region
(2019)” into the Jupyter notebook and get the data summarization. We have such large
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Fig. 4. Summary, max, min, mean, median of the data (Original).

Fig. 5. Category of Regular Primary Schools by Region (2019)

Fig. 6. Density chart of total full time teachers

data; we firstly filtrate which provinces have worse educational resources in primary
schools and which provinces have better educational resources in primary schools. So
we acquire the max, min, mean and median data of these provinces.

Then we pay more attention to the “Total Full-time Teachers” in 34 provinces in
China. According to the mean value and median value, we do the category method. We
categorize full-time teachers in 34 provinces in China based on median and average
values:

It could be seen that in 52% of the provinces, the number of teachers is below the
median, and in 47% of the provinces, the number of teachers is above the average. There
is one province, Fujian, where the number of teachers is between themedian and average
values.

3.2 Data Prepossessing and Mapping

• Density chart of teacher resource analysis.
In order to understand the distribution of the data density of the number of full-time
teachers and students in school, use the density map to analyze:

According to the chart, the number of teachers with less than 200000 has the
highest probability density, and the number of pupils with less than 2.5 million has
the highest probability density. This also proves that the number of full-time teachers
in primary education in most provinces in China is below the average value, which
is 202229. Therefore, the education department should narrow the gap in education
resources as soon as possible.
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Fig. 7. Scatter plot of total full time teachers and total enrolments

Fig. 8. Correlation coefficient thermal diagram

• Scatter plot
We perform regression analysis on the number of full- time teachers and students.
Observe the general trend of the number of full-time teachers with the number of
enrolments and the general trend of the number of enrolments with the number of
full-time teachers to judge the relationship between the two variables.

From the data visualization, it could be seen that both the relationship between the
total number of enrolments and total teachers in elementary schools and the relation-
ship between the number of enrolments and teachers in the city are all proportional
to each other.

• Heat map
We also use the heat map to observe the similarity of multiple features in the data
table:
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It can be seen from the heat map that the correlation between the total number of
teachers and the total number of students is the same as the correlation between the
number of teachers in the city and the number of students in the city, and both are
very high, which is 0.99.

3.3 Machine Learning - Cluster

We present a methodology, based on machine learning, which can break the trace down
into clusters of traffic where each cluster has different traffic characteristics [5]. In order
to eliminate the influence of different variable units on the clustering results, we should
first standardize all data, using the formula:

Xij = xij − xj
SJ

(1)

Then calculate the “distance” between the objects to get the “similar relationship”
matrix between the objects. And “Distance” has following expressions:

The square of the Euclidean distance:

r2ij =
1

p

p∑

k=1

(xik − xjk)
2 (2)

Deviation distance:

rij = 1

p

p∑

k=1

|xik − xjk | (3)

Correlation coefficient

rij =

p∑
k=1

(xik − xi)(xjk − xj)

√
p∑

k=1
(xik − xi)2

√
p∑

k=1
(xjk − xj)2

(4)

The distance between classes can be represented by the distance between “repre-
sentative points”. Finally, clustering: treat each point or object as a category, and then
find the dij with the smallest or largest distance, so as to obtain the two categories i and
j with the closest or the farthest distance, and merge them into a higher category. This
is repeated until all the points are merged into one category. And according to the four
data characteristics, respecively, “Number of Full-time Teachers in rural”, “Number of
full-time teachers in City”, “Number of Enrolments in rural”, and “Number of enrol-
ments in City”, the educational resources of small class teaching in primary schools in
34 provinces are divide into three groups:

This shows that the level of small class teaching of primary education development
varies greatly in China. The level of educational development in economically developed
areas is relatively high.
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Fig. 9. Cluster

Fig. 10. Scatter plot of full-time teachers and enrolments of seven regions in China

4 Analyze the Implementation of Small Classes In Primary
Education in China by Region

In order to better understand the implementation of the policy of small-class primary
education in different regions ofChina,we expand andmerge the data, and divideChina’s
34 provinces and cities into 7 regions, respectively, Northwest China, North China,
Northeast China, Southwest China, East China, South Central China, and municipality.

In 7 regions of China, both the relationship between the total number of students and
total teachers and the relationship between the number of students and teachers in the
city are all positive correlation, which could be seen from the following picture:

The data also shows that the difference of educational development level among
the provinces in the eastern region shows an inverted U-shaped trend, which is firstly
rising and then declining, and the difference of educational development level between
the provinces in the central and western regions also tends to narrow after a small
fluctuation.
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4.1 Machine learning - K- NearestNeighbor(KNN) prediction model

Because the data in machine learning needs to be sorted into the form of vectors. There-
fore, in order to make prediction model, it must first be processed and transformed into a
vector in order to meet the needs of prediction. The vector can be regarded as a sequence
x, which is generally represented by {a1 (x), a2 (x), …, an (x)}, where ai(x) represents
the i-th component of the vector x. After the data is sorted into vector form, it generally
has the following form: {a1 (x), a2 (x), …, an (x); y}, where the first m items repre-
sent m different characteristics of the value, and the last one the item y represents the
classification or target value of the data.

Educational resources are distinguished by different regions in China. We have
data on the number of full-time teachers and students in each region, which is a data
sequence. Combined with the prediction method, the value of educational resources can
be expressed as {a1 (e), a2 (e),…, an (e); y), where the first m items are the characteristics
of teachers and students in a certain region. The last item y represents the region. In this
way, if m characteristics of educational resources are obtained, it can be predicted which
region of 7 regions in China belongs to.

Form a sequence {a1, a2, …, an} with the number of teachers and students in the
known 7 regions, and use this set of data to predict which region it belongs to given the
data about the number of teachers and students.

Use a vector of length m, which is β0 = {an-m+1, an-m+2, …, an-1, an} to predict yn.
Since yn is unknown, firstly find β0= {an-m+1, an-m+2,…, an-1, an}’s K nearest neighbors.
In {a1, a2, …, an}, β0 = {an-m+1, an-m+2, …, an-1, an} as the base, and sequentially take
(n-m) sub-columns of length m: β1 = {an-m, an-m+1, …, an-1}, β2 = {an-m-1, an-m, …,
an-2}, …, βn-m-1 = {a2, a3, …, am+1}, βn-m = {a1, a2, …, am}, in these sub-columns,
find the K nearest neighbors of β0 = {an-m+1, an-m+2, …, an-1, an}, and use the cosine of
the angle between the two vectors to describe the proximity of the two vectors, that is,

cos(β, βi) = ββi

|β||βi| =

m∑
j=1

β0jβij

m∑
j=1

β2
0j

m∑
j=1

β2
ij

(i = 1, 2, . . . n - m) (5)

where βij represents the jth component of the vector βi. Then, the greater the cosine
value, the closer the two vectors are. Through calculation, we find β0 = {an-m+1, an-m+2,
…, an-1, an}’s K nearest neighbors in β1, β2, …βn-m, denoted as α1,α2, …,αk. Because
{an-m+1, an-m+2,…, an-1, an} is used to predict yn, the element next to the last component
of the K vectors is considered to be the nearest neighbor of yn. For example, if α1 = {a1,
a2, …, am}, then am+1 is taken as a nearest neighbor of yn so that K nearest neighbors
of yn are obtained, which are b1, b2,…, bk, and then we can calculate yn by weighted

average of these K numbers, that is, yn =
k∑

i=1
bi

k . The key of K nearest neighbor algorithm
lies in the definition of similarity function. As mentioned above, the similarity of two
points is generally defined as the cosine of the angle between two points. This will
lead to a key deficiency, that is, when searching for training samples which are similar
to query samples from the sample library, if a small number attributes have a greater
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impact than other attributes on the classification results, the similarity between neighbors
is dominated by a large number of unimportant attributes, which leads to misleading
classification.

For the example of educational resources {a1 (x), a2 (x), …, an (x); y}, because
the importance of the first m items will be different, we can try to assign weights the
education resource information of the corresponding region. The more similar the data
is to the area to be predicted, the greater the weighting. The K nearest neighbors of yn,
b1, b2,…, bk, are sorted according to the similarity degree of data information. The data
which is closest to the data of nth region is ranked first, denoted by c1, followed by c2,
and so on. A sequence c1, c2, …, ck is obtained. For each ci, a weighted.

wi = 2i/
k∑

j=1

2j and
k∑

i=1

wi = 1 (6)

is given. In this way,

yn =
k∑

i=1

wici (7)

can effectively solve the previous problem. Thus, the improved KNN algorithm as a
prediction model has excellent performance [3].

In order to process data more quickly and conveniently, we carried out data nor-
malization and get the result. The accuracy of the prediction model can reach 97.78%,
which is a very high accuracy. Therefore, according to the four data information, respec-
tively, “Number of Full-time Teachers in rural”, “Number of full-time teachers in City”,
“Number of Enrolments in rural”, and “Number of enrolments in City”, we can infer
that it belongs to which region in China.

5 Conclusion

This paper firstly analyzes the phenomenon of small classes in elementary school edu-
cation in recent years, from 1978 to 2020, through data visualization. And we concluded
that the teacher-student ratio in elementary schools is increasing year by year in China.
Thus small class teaching is the trend of teaching reform and development, and it is also
one of the trends of contemporary Chinese social development. Besides, this essay is
also focused on the exploration of the analysis of full-time teachers, enrolments, and
their relationship in 34 provinces in China by data visualization and machine learning,
such as Cluster. One point shows that there is a huge difference about the level of small
class size of primary education development in China. Therefore, the government should
take measures to narrow this gap as soon as possible. Furthermore, the implementation
of small classes of primary education in China by region is explored. And we find that
in 7 regions of China, the relationship between the number of students and teachers are
all positive correlation. Apart from this, the KNN algorithm is also used to predict the
region of educational resources. And the improvement of KNN algorithm is simple in
calculation, low in complexity and high in accuracy, which is of great significance in
practice.
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