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Abstract. This paper focuses on the change in the attitudes that countries around
the world have toward China. This study is shown through the comparison of two
reports on the 2008 and 2022 Olympics that both took place in China. The main
methods are using word clouds to create straightforward graphs and rhetorical
analysis techniques to analyze the idea that the author wants to make through.
This paper mainly analyzes the news reports from CNN (the U.S.) and Figaro Vox
(France) to show the opinion of America and Europe. From the two sets of reports,
changes following the same trend yet different in degree can be seen. The U.S.
media’s attitude turned dramatically negative toward China turn around 2018 due
to trade conflicts. On the other hand, although the European media’s attitude also
turned to a more negative point of view, its reports are more neutral compared to
the U.S. media. This might be caused by the differences between the U.S. and
Europe when trading with China. From the U.S. perspective, China is its direct
competitor while Europe views it more as a cooperator, as seen from the data.
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1 Introduction

The 2022 Winter Olympics took place from February 4th–24th. As an international
sporting event that has held so many meanings since its creation, it is naturally in the
spotlight, especially in the tragedies of the pandemic.However, the “peace” theOlympics
represent would not come peacefully due to the continuous increase of tension in inter-
national relations. Aside from that, China has been exceptionally highlighted since 2018
when a trade war between the People’s Republic of China and the United States started,
and the war has never ended.

One important way of analyzing the attitude people around the world have toward
China is by analyzing the news from international newspapers before and during the
Olympics.

On February 4th, BBC News published an article called “Beijing Winter Olympics
boycott: Why are the Games so controversial?” which summarizes most of the conflict
before the Olympics. First, major powers, including the U.S., the U.K., and India along
with Australia, Lithuania, Kosovo, Belgium, Denmark, Canada, and Estonia announced
a “diplomatic boycott” by not sending officials to the 2022 Olympics in China. Although
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the U.S. still sent some officials to China, tensions can still be seen in those diplomatic
decisions [1].

Interestingly, these “modern tensions” just mentioned above are drastically different
from the attitudes of countries to the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics which was also
held in Beijing. BBC host Hugh Edwards commented on the live broadcast of the open-
ing ceremony of the Beijing 2008 Olympics, saying that the opening ceremony fully
demonstrated the confidence of the Chinese people. The host of Eurosport said that the
scale of the Beijing Olympic Games is beyond any imagination, it is simple, extraor-
dinary, and amazing. Nippon Broadcasting Association TV in Japan reported that the
ceremony is a combination of traditional Chinese culture and modern Chinese culture,
which is both spectacular and imposing to audiences around the world. This paper would
analyze the transition in the attitude of the world to China through the reports on the two
Olympics [2].

2 Literature Review

In previous research about the transition of international opinions regarding China, writ-
ers mainly focus on the opening up and reform of the Chinese economy and how
countries, especially the west, respond to it. Although this reform is still happening,
researchers usually aim at the timeline between 1978 and 2000. In Google Scholar, most
of the papers on top are about social change and reform and are more focused on the few
decades before economic reform. JSTOR only has two articles about the 2008Olympics:
“The Beijing Olympics as a Campaign of Mass Distraction” by Anne-Marie Brady, who
viewed it as a form of propaganda [3], and “Of Menace and Mimicry: The 2008 Beijing
Olympics” by Jennifer Hubbert, who analyzed the Olympics from the discussions of
different people with a neutral perspective [4].

For the time period after 2000, most researchers focus on the development of China
in its technology, health care, and greenhouse gas emissions as a nation alone instead of
as one of the most influential countries in the world. In other words, they are focused on
“China” but not “Chinese international affairs”. This situation went on until 2018 when
Donald Trump announced his “Maximum Pressure Campaign” to promote conflict in
every aspect of U.S.-China relations. This is actually the direct reason that the author
wants to write a paper to analyze the transition of the world’s opinion about China.
Since it seemed so sudden to the author that it was as if China had suddenly risen from
a country ranked second or third in Asia to a direct competitor of the mightiest country
in the world.

This incident inspired the author to write, but the author did not know what to
comment on at that time as the authot did not have enough information and a proper
position to analyze the problem. However, after the winter Olympics, the author found
that this sporting event that bore the weight of so many wishes of the human race, a
symbol of hope, peace, competition, and the will to advance to a higher level, is the best
position to analyze the transition of international attitudes regarding China.
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3 Method

3.1 Research Tools and the Hypothesis

The following are the main tools that the author will use to analyze news articles.

1. A word cloud generator is called “Wordit Out”.
2. Rhetorical analysis techniques.

The hypothesis of this paper is that all the evidence used by the news articles is real.
This is because if we start attacking the basis of news articles, then no news article can
be credible as credibility is also based on the fact that all the evidence is real. Moreover,
classifying one piece of evidence as false would have too much influence on the result.
For example, if two news articles are using opposite evidence, classifying the evidence
of different news articles as incredible would certainly cause the outcome of the research
to be drastically different. Therefore, when conflicting evidence appears, both would not
be considered in the analysis.

3.2 Research Method

The authorwould compare the news of agencies in a horizontalway (across timeperiods),
findingdifferences and similarities among the articles publishedby the samenews agency
about the two Olympics. This kind of analysis is adopted since actions of China are
often debated about around the world and news agencies often adopt evidence that are
conflicting with the evidence adopted from other agencies to prove their own point.
This is especially so in the Human rights section which makes up an important part of
China-related newspapers published by CNN, BCC and other influential newspapers.

4 Changes of Attitudes Toward China

4.1 CNN

The first pair of news articles are both from CNN.
The first one is about the follow-ups of the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics reported

in 2012: “China’s capital still getting kick from 2008 Olympic party” [5] (Fig. 1).
The second one is reported during the Winter Olympics reported this year: “The

Olympics was a success inside China. And that’s the audience Beijing cares about” [6]
(Fig. 2).

The difference starts with the titles. The former featured a city and country inspired
by the Olympics, while the latter featured a country holding an international sporting
event but only caring about its own audience; a country that is isolated from the world.

From the two word clouds shown above, dramatic changes can be seen. Although
keywords, like “Games”, “Beijing”, and “China” all stay at the center of the stage for
both graphs, the smaller words around them are drastically different. Surprisingly, the
words like “politics”, “party”, and “media”, which are considered very important in
international reports regarding China, did not appear in the article in 2012. Instead,



Seeing Changes in Attitudes Toward China … 2019

Fig. 1. Word cloud of “China’s capital still getting kick from 2008 Olympic party”

Fig. 2. Word cloud of “The Olympics was a success inside China. And that’s the audience Beijing
cares about.”

it featured words like “changing”, “airport”, “infrastructure”, “foreign”, showing the
development of China. According to the report, in 2022, however, the Olympics seemed
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Fig. 3. The 2008 Olympics was a soft power victory for Beijing. A successful game in 2022 could
validate its authoritarian system [7].

to become a political event in a country that neglects human rights, the environment,
healthcare, and controversial ideas. But how has the attitude towards China changed in
only one decade?

When analyzing the content, more interesting things appear. In the 2012 report, the
author focuses on the development of Beijing as a city, featuring its newly built airport,
roads, and the use of stadiums built for the Olympics; the new lifestyle encouraged by
the Olympics, and its internationalization. It also featured the cost of modernization for
Beijing: traditional architecture removed to make way for the construction of modern
buildings and Olympic facilities; pollution produced by factories located near the city;
and possible problems of transparency. According to the 2022 report, the problem of
media censorship was not anything new, human rights problems extended far beyond
2012, but these problems were never mentioned in the 2012 report. The article even
mentioned that the Winter Olympics would not change the perspective of how the world
views China.

An evenmore obvious change in attitude can be seen in a recap of the 2008Olympics
also reported by CNN: the 2008 Olympics was a soft power victory for Beijing. A
successful game in 2022 could validate its authoritarian system (Fig. 3).

This word cloud shows that CNN is now more focused on the negative sides of
China and the 2008 Olympics the country held compared to its earlier reports in 2012.
The new recap describes 2008 and even connects the 2008 financial crisis with the
Olympics directly, indicating that China has “escaped the financial crisis” caused by the
stir in the American banking system and housing market.” This would stir the feelings
of the audience and would enhance envy. Moreover, the perspectives have changed.
The development of China indicated in the 2012 article became a show of power in
the 2022 report; the athletes that were described as performing well are now said to be
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Fig. 4. Chinese power in the face of the European challenge

bearing the pressure from the whole country; the spectacular ceremony mentioned in
the 2012 report became a “not so sure thing” that nearly failed; even the pictures of the
Birds Nest, the stadium that held the opening and closing ceremonies of the Olympic
and Paralympic Games, shown in the 2012 report are changed into protestors trying to
extinguish the torch. This change in indications and pictures is guided by the tide of
anti-China feelings in the United States, while also creating new tides to lead the public
with negative information about China, creating a cycle.

The reports by CNN mainly show the changes in attitudes toward China among
countries, especially the U.S.: from a country entering modernization to a country that
is not welcome in international affairs. However, that is not the full picture.

4.2 Figaro Vox

The second set of articles are from Figaro Vox in France.
The first article is “Chinese power in the face of the European challenge” in 2007

[8] (Fig. 4).
And the second is “The effect of the Olympics 2022: the “sanitary bubble” set up

around the Beijing sites” [9] (Fig. 5).
First, the author wants to state the reasons for choosing these two articles.
Though the first article only uses the Olympics as a lead to the China-Europe rela-

tionship, that is the only article that has a connection with politics and international
relationships; all the other reports around the time are about French companies entering
the Chinesemarket while using the Olympics as a chance to introduce themselves. As for



2022 H. Pan

Fig. 5. The effect of the Olympics 2022: the “sanitary bubble

the second one, unlike CNN, all recent reports by Figaro Vox about theWinter Olympics
have little to do with comments on politics and international relationships; most of the
articles are only introducing China’s anti-COVID restrictions.

Thirdly, France is one of the leading powers of the European Union and the ideas its
newspapers suggest reflect the idea of a large number of people in Europe, either pro or
against France.

The first article focused on words like “market”, “Europe”, “China”, “political” and
“relationships”. These all give insight into France’s opinion about China at that time:
a country with a large market that should have a closer relationship with Europe. The
article clearly stated that Europe needs to gain enough political and economic influence
over China. It also stated that “Our challenge is not to judge or to change China”, which
showed a desire for a close European-China relationship.

The second article uses a slightlymocking tonewhen regardingChina’s leader and the
COVID restrictions the country adopted. The author uses the term“bubble” to describe
the “protective layer” China set up to protect athletes from the COVID outbreak, and a
bubble is not very tough to pressure. However, aside from that, the author took a neutral
perspective when regarding the policies.

This article shows a change in the attitude of European countries to China. In 2007,
the EU is still debating its attitudes toward China since they are a competitor of China.
However, modern reports show the obvious influence of theU.S., the country that regards
China as its major opponent, and its own idea of not wanting to break its relationship
with China.

5 Discussion

CNN’s attitude changed from a neutral perspective to a completely negative position.
This is most likely caused by the development of China, which leads tomore competition
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between the two major powers. These competitions are slowly converting into conflict
as more offensive language is used as time went from 2012 to 2022.

Figaro Vox’s attitude was cautious in 2007 stating that Europe needs to cooperate
with China and increase its political influence. However, in 2022, its reports are a little
negative but are much milder compared to the words of CNN. Moreover, unlike CNN, it
seldomly focuses on political factors. This might be caused by the lack of competition
between the EU and China, generating less conflict. Additionally, according to Eurostat,
the EU exports 223.3 billion euros worth of products to China [10], which is 53% more
than the U.S. exports to China [11]. This indicates that Europe is more reliant on China
than the U.S., which is also a likely influential factor that makes the European report
less offensive.

6 Conclusion

All in all, though the press from both regions signaled its negative changes in attitude
towards China, the changes are different in degree. Compared with the European media,
the U.S. press changed most dramatically. This is due to the fact that the E.U. and China
mostly competes economically, while China and the U.S. Competition is nearly happen-
ing all fields from economy to politics and military. In the future, on one hand, with the
development of the “One belt one road” project of China, the Sino-European relationship
would be closer due to more cooperation. On the other hand, Sino-American relation-
ship might continue to worsen as China’s overall strength and international influence
increase. The U.S. apparently is very reluctant to make a way for this competitor.

Due to relatively few foreign reports collected in this paper, there are some limi-
tations. Because the relevant media reports do not mean that they can show the whole
country’s diplomatic attitude. In the future, the authors will analyze more reports to
produce richer analyses.
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