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Abstract. Whole-process people’s democracy is the essence of socialist demo-
cratic politics, a new form of people’s democracy in the new era with a full chain,
all-around and full coverage. By analyzing the process of the formation of full-
process people’s democracy, this article has gained an accurate and profound
understanding of Whole-process people’s democracy. In the past century, the for-
mation of Whole-process people’s democracy has benefited from the excellent
traditional ideology of the Chinese nation, Marx’s democratic ideology, and the
leadership of the Communist Party of China (CPC), and its development has gone
through different historical periods as the CPC has led the nation in its unremitting
struggle; full-process people’s democracy will continue to play to its strengths,
guaranteeing the Chinese people’s effective participation in democratic politi-
cal practice, pointing the way for the Chinese nation to continue to write a new
chapter for the second hundred years, andmaking aChinese contribution to human
political civilization.
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1 Introduction

On November 2, 2019, General Secretary Xi Jinping profoundly pointed out during a
visit to Shanghai that “people’s democracy is a kind of all-process democracy”The devel-
opment of whole-process people’s democracy is the latest achievement of Marxism and
the practice of socialism with Chinese characteristics, as well as a clear requirement put
forward by the Communist Party of China in the new century. By analyzing the forma-
tion process of whole-process people’s democracy, this paper provides an accurate and
profound understanding of whole-process people’s democracy; at the same time, it sum-
marises the advantages of the development of whole-process people’s democracy in the
new century of China’s rule, which has far-reaching significance for the development of
socialist democratic politics with Chinese characteristics and contributes Chinese expe-
rience and Chinese wisdom to mankind’s exploration of effective forms of realization
of democracy [1].
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2 The Rationale for the Whole Process of People’s Democracy

Whole-process people’s democracy is an important practical achievement of the Chi-
neseisation of Marxism in the 100 years since the Party was founded, and is the most
extensive, real, and practical new form of people’s democracy in the new era. The devel-
opment of full process people’s democracy is a long process, and its formation cannot
be separated from the traditional people-based thinking of the Chinese nation, the com-
bination of Marxian democratic thought with Chinese reality, and the leadership of the
Communist Party of China, among other aspects.

2.1 Derived from the Excellent Traditional Thinking of the Chinese People

The traditional “people-based” thinking is reflected in the relationship between the peo-
ple and the ruler, who should love and cherish the people, and be a model ruler who
must “put the people first” by first valuing the people’s bodies, valuing their status, sym-
pathizing with their lives, and gaining their approval and praise. He must then make a
name for himself [2]. Although China has been a centralized monarchy for thousands
of years, from the unification of the Six Kingdoms by the Qin dynasty to the decline of
the Qing dynasty, the idea of “the people first” has continued to change and develop.
The whole process of people’s democracy is a continuation and development of the tra-
ditional Chinese “people-based” thinking, which is in line with the excellent traditional
culture of the Chinese nation. The importance of the people in the development of the
state can be seen in the importance attached to the role of the people in economic, social,
and political development by successive dynasties, and it is this importance that has
gradually given the people a legitimate place in political life. In the process of inheriting
and developing the ancient Chinese idea of the people, especially the development of
the “democratic thought” of Confucius and Mencius, the word “people” has become
the essence of the “people-centered” [3] Chinese Socialism with Chinese Characteris-
tics In the process of keeping pace with the times, the Chinese Communists have also
given the term “people” a deeper historical deposit and the spirit of the times. People’s
democracy in its entirety is the latest summary of Chinese political theory and practice,
and it also embodies China’s rich traditional cultural heritage, reflecting the innovative
development of traditional culture in contemporary China.

2.2 Derived from Marx’s Idea of Popular Democracy

The Marxist concept of democracy is a profound understanding of the nature of democ-
racy in the process of human social and political development. In the Marxist concept of
democracy, “popular sovereignty” is not an abstract political concept, but a concept to
be realized in real political practice. Marx’s materialistic view of history asserts that the
people are the main body of social practice and the creator of history. With the growth
of proletarian power and the rise of the proletarian revolution, “democracy” [6] differed
from its perception in previous eras and gradually broke away from the political concept,
from its opposition to autocratic kingship, to reveal the authenticity of people’s democ-
racy. The unique combination of electoral democracy and direct democracy in Marx’s
concept of democracy provides the theoretical source for the development of people’s
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democracy in China, while the theoretical elements of Marx’s concept of democracy,
such as the breadth of democracy, the “unity of deliberation and action” and direct par-
ticipation, define the basic framework of the organizational and representative systems
of the people’s congresses.

The Communist Party of China’s concept of democracy is guided by the Marxist
concept of democracy and has applied Marxist ideas and theories of democracy to the
construction of democracy in China, providing a theoretical basis for the development
of socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics. Over the past hundred years, our
Party has insisted on combining the basic principles of Marxism with the specific real-
ities of China, creating Mao Zedong Thought and Deng Xiaoping Theory, forming the
“Three Represents” [4] Important Thought, the Socialist Thought of the Scientific Out-
look on Development, Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics
for a New Era and other scientific and practical theories, which have guided the Party
and the people’s cause to continuously This has guided the Party and the people to break
new ground. China’s unique People’s Congress, the fundamental political system, is an
important guarantee for promoting the whole process of people’s democracy, reflecting
the concrete and real nature of people’s democracy rather than the abstract and hypo-
critical democracy of the ballot box [5]. Several generations of the CPC leadership have
insisted on taking the interests of the people as the starting and ending point, to achieve
the comprehensive and free development of people in the true sense of the word, and
have creatively applied and developed the Marxist theory of the people’s subject.

2.3 From the Summary of the Leadership Experience of the Chinese Communist
Party

The Communist Party of China is a Marxist party that attaches great importance to sum-
ming up historical experience and is also good at doing so. During the period of the New
Democratic Revolution, the Chinese people, under the leadership of the CPC, struggled
hard to achieve national independence and people’s liberation under the oppression of
imperialism, feudalism, and bureaucratic capitalism and brought China from thousands
of years of feudal dictatorship to people’s democracy. During the period of socialist
revolution and construction, the basic socialist system was established, an independent
and relatively complete industrial system and national economic system were set up,
and the Communist Party of China led the people to create great achievements and take
a big step towards a socialist society. In the new period of reform and opening up and
socialist modernization, the CPC led the people to create, uphold and develop the road to
socialism with Chinese characteristics, and made great progress in developing socialist
democracy.

The system of people’s congresses, multi-party cooperation and political consulta-
tion, and regional ethnic autonomy established under the leadership of the CPC is the
institutional guarantee of the people’s mastery of their affairs. Under the correct lead-
ership of the CPC, the construction of democracy in China has always ensured that the
essential requirement of the people being the masters of the country has been fulfilled
and that the unity of process and result, procedure and substance, form and content, and
indirect and direct has been achieved in the life of the country and society. At the same
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time, the whole process of people’s democracy is constantly being improved and devel-
oped. This new form of people’s democracy better reflects the people’s will, safeguards
their rights and interests, stimulates their creativity, fully manifests the advantages of
our system, and enhances the effectiveness of national governance, making the building
of democracy in socialism with Chinese characteristics even more powerful and vibrant
in the new century.

3 Main Elements of the Theory of the Whole Process Ess People’s
Democracy and Its Various Stages of Development

The basic elements of full-process people’s democracy include: adhering to the Party’s
leadership in the work of building democracy, adhering to the people as the center,
adhering to the Chinese-style road to democracy, adhering to the system of institutions
to ensure that the people are the masters of their own house, adhering to the devel-
opment of full-process people’s democracy on the track of the rule of law, adhering
to democratic centralism, adhering to the Party’s internal democracy to drive people’s
democracy, adhering to the system of people’s congresses, adhering to socialist consulta-
tive democracy, adhering to the development of grassroots democracy, etc. The system of
people’s congresses created by the Communist Party of China guarantees the people’s
mastery and effectively safeguards the people’s “five democracies” (democratic elec-
tions, democratic decision-making, democratic management, democratic supervision,
and democratic consultation) and “four rights” (the rights to information, participation,
expression, and supervision). This has truly realized that people’s democracy is a kind
of democracy in its entirety. Based on the centenary of the founding of the Communist
Party of China (CPC), this book provides a comparative summary of the great practice
of the CPC in developing Chinese-stylee people’s democracy in different periods of
history, which points out the direction for China to continue to adhere to the path of full
process people’s democracy in the new century, and at the same time helps to ensure that
the Chinese people can effectively participate in the practice of democratic politics and
contribute Chinese solutions to the development of democratic politics in the world.

3.1 Initial Exploration of the Theory of theWhole Process of People’s Democracy

Since its founding, the Chinese Communist Party has been leading the Chinese people
in a great revolutionary struggle to overthrow the feudal dictatorship and establish a
people’s democratic system. In November 1931, the first democratic constitution in
China’s history, the Outline of the Constitution of the Chinese Soviet Republic, was
promulgated, stating that “the entire power of the Soviet Union belongs to the workers,
peasants, Red Army soldiers and all the toiling masses.”

This Red Constitution met the fundamental interests of the toiling masses of workers
and peasants who had been sinking in the depths of suffering for thousands of years and
was a concrete testimony to the transformation of the Chinese people into masters [7].
As ethnic conflicts deepened, the Communist Party of China (CPC) further promoted
the development of people’s democracy throughout the process to consolidate the anti-
Japanese national united front and stimulate the people’s enthusiasm for fighting. In
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March 1940, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) first put
forward the principle of the “three-three system”, a system commonly practiced by the
CPC in the anti-Japanese base areas behind enemy lines, which was the embodiment of
democratic politics in the base areas and made democratic consultation a fine tradition
and a distinctive feature of the CPC’s regime activities [8]. The system of multi-party
cooperation and political consultation was initially explored and a wealth of experi-
ence was accumulated. Throughout China’s history, people’s democracy was rapidly
developed and consolidated during the period of socialist revolution and construction.

In October 1949, the establishment of the People’s republic of China led China to
move from thousands of years of feudal dictatorship to a people’s democratic system. in
September 1956, the first session of the first national people’s congress adopted the first
constitution of the People’s republic of china, the constitution of the People’s Republic
of China, in which the Party led the establishment of the system of people’s congresses,
the system of multi-party cooperation and political consultation under the leadership of
the Communist Party of China, and the system of regional national autonomy, which
provided institutional guarantees for the people to be the masters of their affairs and
greatly contributed to the formation and development of people’s democracy through-
out the process. The Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China decisively put an end to the “class struggle as the program”
[9] and achieved a strategic shift in the center of work of the Party and the State. During
the period of reform and opening up, the Communist Party of China has led the develop-
ment of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and significant progress has been made
in grassroots democracy in China.

The development of grassroots democracy is an important form of realizing the
people’s right to be the masters of their own house. The whole process of people’s
democracy was further practiced at the grassroots level during this period. For example,
the construction of grassroots democracy with urban community residents at its core
and villagers’ autonomy are both forms of direct exercise of democratic rights by the
people in China, and China has organized democratic elections, democratic decision-
making, democratic management, and democratic supervision, as well as openness in
the village and government affairs at the grassroots level since the reform and opening
up. China’s national conditions dictate that we should not only develop the system of
people’s congresses but also strengthen the construction of grassroots democracy, which
has a rich and diverse connotation due to the differences at the grassroots level in China,
directly affecting the political practice at the grassroots level. China’s grassroots people’s
democracy has continued to innovate and develop, establishing a system of grassroots
mass self-governance and implementing the governance of autonomous organizations
for urban and rural residents.

3.2 The Formulation and Development of the Theory of the Whole Process
of People’s Democracy

Since the 18th Party Congress, when socialism with Chinese characteristics entered a
new era, the Party has deepened its understanding of the laws governing the development
of socialist democracy and put forward the important concept of “people’s democracy
in its entirety”, and has published a series of discussions on the basis for the origin of
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this concept, its characteristics and advantages, its fundamental purposes, institutional
vehicles and the path to its realization. This is the latest theoretical understanding of the
essential features of socialist people’s democracy in China and provides a direction for
the development and improvement of socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics.
In September 2014, in his speech at the conference celebrating the 65th anniversary of the
founding of theChinese People’s Political ConsultativeConference, Xi Jinping proposed
the concept of “the whole process of democratic politics” from a holistic perspective,
pointing out that consultative democracy is deeply embedded in “the whole process of
socialist democratic politics in China”. In November 2019, during a visit to Shanghai, Xi
Jinping also pointed out that “people’s democracy is a kind of all-process democracy”;
[10].

In July 2021, in an important speech at a conference celebrating the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Communist Party of China, Xi Jinping explicitly proposed
“developing all-process democracy” based on the formulationmentioned above; in 2021,
Xi Jinping proposed “developing all-process democracy”. In October 2021, at a meet-
ing of the Central People’s Congress, Xi Jinping made a systematic elaboration on the
whole process of people’s democracy. In the Resolution of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China on the Major Achievements and Historical Experiences of
the Party’s Centennial Struggle, adopted at the Sixth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC
Central Committee, the need to develop “people’s democracy in the whole process” was
explicitly stressed. The report of the 19th Party Congress points out that socialism with
Chinese characteristics has entered a new era and the main contradiction in our society
has been transformed into the contradiction between the people’s growing need for a
better life and unbalanced and inadequate development. The institutional practice of full
process people’s democracy is the crystallization of the Party’s experience in leading
the people of all ethnic groups across the country to practice the theory of democracy
and carry out institutional innovation under the guidance of Marxism. From the state
system, the political system, the political consultation system, the united front system,
the system of regional national autonomy to the system of grass-roots mass autonomy,
the Party’s struggle in the practical exploration of democratic institutions is all crystal-
lized. The development of the whole process of people’s democracy is necessary to meet
the people’s aspirations for a better life, and the fundamental purpose of implementing
people’s democracy is to meet the people’s needs for life and development so that the
people can share the fruits of social development and lead a better life.

3.3 The Entire Weak System

The whole process of people’s democracy is formed and developed in the Marxist theo-
retical and practical exploration of the free and comprehensive development of human
beings, and its essence is socialist democracy [11]. Compared to bourgeois democracy,
which combines the basic principles of Western democracy and the practice of Western
capitalist society, China’s democratic theoretical innovations and democratic practices
have transcended Western theories of political development and models of political sys-
tems. The core of the path of socialist political development with Chinese characteristics
is the organic unity of the Party’s leadership, the people’s sovereignty, and the rule of
law. “The leadership of the Party is the fundamental guarantee that the people are the
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masters of their own house and the State according to the rule of law; the people’s mas-
tery is the essential feature of socialist democratic politics; the State according to the
rule of law is the basic way in which the Party leads the people to govern the country;
all three are unified in the great practice of socialist democratic politics in China” [12].
In the process of building socialist democracy, the CPC has led the Chinese people to
insist on starting from the actual situation in China, drawing on relevant experiences and
lessons from all forms of democracy in human history, especially from those of Western
democracy, and gradually exploring the theory of full-process people’s democracy with
Chinese characteristics. It has enabled all public policies to fundamentally reflect the
will of the people and the people’s subject status, and all strata of Chinese society to
participate in the political governance of the country in a real and effective manner,
thus promoting the modernization of the national governance system and enhancing the
modernization of national governance capacity. It has made a new contribution to human
political civilization.

4 Conclusion

The Sixth Plenary Session of the 19th Party Central Committee pointed out that the
development of a full-process people’s democracy ensures that the people are the mas-
ters of their own house. In the process of its formation, full-process people’s democracy
cannot be separated from the excellent traditional culture of the Chinese nation, the
Marxist ideology of democracy and the adherence to the leadership of the Communist
Party of China over the past century, etc. Meanwhile, in the new century, full-process
people’s democracy provides guidelines and follows the development of socialist democ-
racy and the building of socialist political civilization in the new era. This article analyses
the formation process of full-process people’s democracy to gain a comprehensive and
profound understanding of it; at the same time, it summarises the advantages of the
development of full-process people’s democracy in the new century of China’s rule,
intending to give full play to the advantages of socialist democratic politics in the new
century, contributing Chinese experience and Chinese wisdom to the development of
human political civilization, and realizing the second century of struggle and the Chi-
nese Dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation To lay a solid foundation for
democracy.

References

1. Xi Jinping: "Speech at the Congress to Celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Founding of
the Communist Party of China", Seeking Truth, No. 14, 2021.

2. Jin Dongchao, He Cai, WuWenxin. The Chinese Communist Party’s extension and transcen-
dence of the people-oriented thought of Mohism[J]. Journal of Yancheng Normal College
(Humanities and Social Sciences Edition), 2022,42(02):10-18.

3. Gao Wan. On the value of ancient people-oriented thought to the construction of democracy
with Chinese characteristics[J]. Modern Agricultural Research,2019(06):102-104.

4. Liu Jiulong. The traditional ideological origins of thewhole process of people’s democracy[J].
Political Science Research, 2021(04):18-26.



2940 Z. Zhao

5. Li Xiangyu. The Marxist concept of democracy and the practice of the whole process of
people’s democracy inChina[J].OpenTimes,2022(02):12–24+5. viWangLisheng. Themajor
theoretical innovation and significance of the important speech of "July 1"[J]. People’s Forum,
2021(21):24–29

6. Zhi Zhenfeng. People’s democracy in the whole process has a strong vitality[J]. Journal of
Theory, 2022(03):55.

7. Xu Yaotong. The historical formation and development of the full process of people’s
democracy[J]. China Party and Government Cadres Forum, 2021(07):24-28.

8. Zou Yan. Outline of the Constitution of the Chinese Soviet Republic: the first red constitution
for the workers, peasants, and toiling masses[J]. Xiangchao, 2020(04):36-37.

9. Sun Liming. The Chinese Communist Party and the Formation of the People’s Democratic
Tradition[J]. Journal of Fujian Normal University (Philosophy and Social Science Edition),
1991(03):1-7.

10. Xie Ying. Exploring the development of grassroots democracy in China since the reform and
opening up[J]. New West (Theory Edition),2014(09):68+43.

11. Dong Weiwei. Theoretical exploration and practical path of socialist democracy[J]. Nankai
Journal (Philosophy and Social Science Edition), 2022(02):31-40.

12. Xi Jinping on Governance, vol. 2, Foreign Languages Press, 2017 edition, p. 294.

Open Access This chapter is licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/),
which permits any noncommercial use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any
medium or format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source,
provide a link to the Creative Commons license and indicate if changes were made.

The images or other third party material in this chapter are included in the chapter’s Creative
Commons license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not
included in the chapter’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not permitted by
statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from
the copyright holder.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

	The Stages of Development, Background Guarantees, and Advantages of Whole-Process People’s Democracy in the New Century
	1 Introduction
	2 The Rationale for the Whole Process of People’s Democracy
	2.1 Derived from the Excellent Traditional Thinking of the Chinese People
	2.2 Derived from Marx’s Idea of Popular Democracy
	2.3 From the Summary of the Leadership Experience of the Chinese Communist Party

	3 Main Elements of the Theory of the Whole Process Ess People’s Democracy and Its Various Stages of Development
	3.1 Initial Exploration of the Theory of the Whole Process of People’s Democracy
	3.2 The Formulation and Development of the Theory of the Whole Process of People’s Democracy
	3.3 The Entire Weak System

	4 Conclusion
	References




