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Abstract. Architecture of Malay in Riau has its style to the structural elements
of a building. One of the Riau architecture styles is typology and ornaments. The
study in this article aims to discover the application of Malay architecture Riau in
terms of the typology and ornaments that existed in Rumah Lontiok. The method
used in this article is a qualitative research method with a case study by surveying
directly to obtain the data. The data were obtained through observation, interview,
documentation, and literature review. The data were primary and secondary. The
results were based on the typology of Malay architecture Riau and ornaments
existing inRumahLontiok, which could be seen in the application of existing styles
in the typology of roofs, pillars, stairs, Rangkiang, walls, and windows. One of
Rumah Lontiok’s characteristics is the roof, which is tilted up like a long Sampan.
The existence of typology and ornaments in this Rumah Lontiok reflects the image
of a traditional house and Malay Architecture in Riau. It is also influenced by
Islamic culture, which reflects that in Malay culture people are Muslim majority.
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1 Introduction

Riau province is a region known as Malay land, which has a characteristic of Islamic
culture [1]. One of the districts that have aMalay culture until now is Kampar. One of the
Malay cultures in the formofbuildings that still exist currently isRumahLontiok,which is
maintained as a cultural heritage. Rumah Lontiok is a traditional house or customs house
of the Kampar people. Rumah Lontiok still stands firmly until now at Pulau Belimbing
of Sipungguk Kuok in Kampar Riau [2]. The number of Rumah Lontiok’s existence
has been measly as Kampar people mostly build modern houses now. Therefore, it is
difficult to find out about Rumah Lontiok except in Sipungguk village. Not only on that,
but the application of Rumah Lontiok architecture-characterized style also begins to
disapplied by Kampar people. The style of Malay architecture is traditional architecture
for the district that is occupied by the Malay community, which comes from an ethnic of
Austronesia [3]. The shape and type of the building is an interesting typology discussed
in the study in this article.
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Typology is a study about type. The type comes from the term Typos (Greek),
which means impression, image, or figure of something [4]. The architectural styles are
ornaments and typology consisting of roofs, walls, pillars, stairs, doors, and windows.
Even though, the application of architectural styles either in the form of typology and
ornaments in the house or ordinary building is pivotal to maintaining the cultural value
in order to cultivate the existing culture. In Rumah Lontiok, the application of Malay
architectural styles in Riau are typology and ornaments [5]. Malay traditional building
is a complete building that can be used as a family residence, a place for deliberation,
a place for the descent, and a shelter for everyone who needs to occupy it [6]. Rumah
Lontiok is also called as Rumah Lancang or Pencalang. The term Lontiok is named
as the roof ridge is tilted up. Whilst the term Lancang or Pelancang comes from the
shape of the footwall ornament is in the form of Sampan or Pencalang. Nevertheless,
this traditional house of the Kampar people is known as Rumah Lontiok [7].

Rumah Lontiok has a house on stilts shape that is resembling with a Sampan or boat.
It is related to Malay architecture in Riau, which is commonly a typology of houses on
tilts with a height of 1.5 m up to 2.4 m above ground level [7]. The shape of a house
on tilts has a function for avoiding the flood, avoiding wild animals, storing things even
Sampan or boat, and raising livestock. Pillars on the Rumah Lontiok are in the form
of squares, hexagon until nonagon. The roof of Rumah Lontiok is tilted up like a long
Sampan. The stairs of Rumah Lontuik have stairs with the odd number of five, which
symbolizes pillars of Islam [8]. Based on the background of the research problem, the
formulated problem is the typology of RiauMalay house architecture at Rumah Lontiok.
The purpose of the research is to discover the description of typology and ornaments
that existed in Rumah Lontiok.

2 Method

Research method used was the qualitative research method [9] by analyzing the data
regarding the Malay architectural style of Rumah Lontiok at Pulau Belimbing of Kuok’s
Sipungguk village in Kampar Riau. The qualitative research method with a case study
was a type of research where the researcher examined a certain phenomenon or case at
one time and activity (program, event, process, institution, or social group) and collected
the information in detail and advance by applying every procedure of data collection dur-
ing a specified time [10]. The object of the research selected by the researcherwasRumah
Lontiok. Technique of data collection was used by conducting the observation, docu-
mentation, and unstructured interview directly with the interviewee in the research field.
Technique of analysis usedwas the technique of application ofMalay architectural styles
like typology and ornaments of Rumah Lontiok. Data were collected through primary
and secondary data based on observations, interviews, documentation, and literature
reviews regarding the theories and concepts of Malay houses.

3 Results and Discussion

Commonly, Malay architectural building has ornament inspired by floral, animal, and
natural pattern. The ornament with flora or plants was classified into 3 types, fern petals
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Table 1. Typology of Rumah Lontiok

Typology and Ornaments Description Pictures

Shape of Rumah Lontiok

It is a house on stilts. Because 

this house uses cantilever woods 

with a height of 2 m above 

ground exceeding the height of 

an adult. It is designed to avoid 

wild animals, floods, and as a 

storage place and livestock.

Roof

The roof of Rumah Lontiok is 

tilted up like a Sampan or boat 

and the end of the roof is also 

tilted up. The meaning of the 

curved shape on Rumah Lontiok
is the relationship between 

humans and God as a homage 

symbol to an Almighty God.

Stairs

The stairs of Rumah Lontiok
have stairs with an odd number 

of five, which refers to the 5 

pillars of Islam. Stairs are shaped 

like squares with wood as the 

material.

Gangkiang or Rangkiang
(Ongkiong) 

It is a harvest storage barn. 

Ongkiong is a rich symbol for 

people in ancient times. The 

more Ongkiong in the yard of 

Rumah Lontiok, the economic 

and social level of the house 

owner is higher or richer.

Water Reservoir

It is a place used to contain 

water. Thus, it means after going 

to the farm, the market, and 

others, people should wash their 

feet with water first.

(continued)
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Table 1. (continued)

Stanchion

Pillars of Rumah Lontiok are for 

house cantilever on the bottom 

side. The ordinary design of this 

pillar is squares, hexagons, and 

nonagons.

The Decoration on Head of 

Stairs

The decoration of Rumah 

Lontiok is seen on the stairs. The 

head of stairs that is given wave 

stepladder carving forms like 

curve lines with a leaf at the end 

of a line that always curves.

The Ornament of Stairs

Stairs are given curving, which is 

called waves or hanging bees. It 

has meaning in the human life 

journey that is always in a circle 

of fate. 

The Ornaments on the Walls 

and Wall Corner of Rumah 
Lontiok

The Wall corner of Rumah 
Lontiok that is given a carving is 

called as Gondo Ari. And the 

wall corner is called as head of 

Gondo Ari. These carvings are 

life and fertility symbol. These 

carvings are commonly given the 

green colour. 

The Ornament on the Window 

of Rumah Lontiok

The window is given carvings 

that have commonly plants 

patterns. Top of the window has 

a carving of Terawang Bungo 
Sekaki or Keluk Paku as a 

symbol of hope and fertility.
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group with leaf and root patterns, floral group, and shoots of bamboo shoots group. The
ornament of animals was animal carving patterns like ants walking side by side, ducks
swimming side by side, hanging bees, bat elbow, fishes, snakes, and dragons. Whilst the
natural pattern was long clouds and stars [11]. The application of styles can be described
as in Table 1.

Rumah Lontiok is full of ornaments, which can be seen on the stairs, walls, and
windows [12]. Ornaments on the head of stairs that are given wave stepladder carving
form like wave lines with a leaf at the end of the line that always curves [13]. There is a
wave or hanging bee carving at the stairs. The curving symbolizes hope and persistence
in struggling, and the curve line symbolizes the human life journey that is always in
the fate circle [14]. There are also ornaments on the wall of Rumah Lontiok namely the
Gondo Ari carving. Subsequently, there are ornaments at the end of Rumah Lontiok’s
wall namely head of the stairs carving. This ornament symbolizes life and fertility and
gives green colour. On the window of Rumah Lontiok, the ornament is plant patterns.
The carvings on the window of Rumah Lontiok are Terawang Bungo Sekaki or Keluk
Paku symbolizing hope and fertility [15]. The application of several Riau Malay styles
designed on every building part is typology and ornaments.

4 Conclusion

The analysis of observation, interview, and literature review results of Rumah Lontiok
at Pulau Belimbing of Sipungguk Kuok in Kampar Riau could be summarized that the
traditional house or customs house applied the Riau Malay architectural styles. This
article has reported how and the result of the Riau Malay architectural style application.
It supports by the description of typology and ornaments in Rumah Lontiok. It could
be seen from the parts of Rumah Lontiok’s building consisting of the roof, wall, stairs,
pillar, stepladder of stairs, rangkiang, and window. Rumah Lontiok still uses wooden
materials and maintains the traditionality (no modern mix yet). Thus, it can make an
image like the Riau Malay traditional house commonly.
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