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Abstract. The purpose of this study was to evaluate the heritability and breeding
value for body weight (BW) and beak length (BL) in local Bangkok chicken
based on the performance of its crossing with Lohmann laying hen. The material
used were 720 crossbred chickens aged of 3 and 7 weeks, resulted from crossing
of 24 Bangkok sires and 240 Lohman Brown dams. The method used was field
experiment with direct observation on body weight and beak length at 3 and
7 weeks of age. The heritability and breeding value was estimated using sire
model. The results showed that the average of body weight was 145.75± 23.72 g
and 508.83± 94.48 g for 3 week and 7 weeks of age. The mean of BL was 1.96±
0.13 cm and 2.68± 0.12 cm at at 3 and 7weeks of age. The heritability value at the
3rd and 7thweek of agewere 0.68 and 0.60; 0.23 and 0.31 for bodyweight and beak
length. The positive breeding values for BW and BL were 45.83% and 58.33%.
The highest BW at 3 and 7 weeks were 176.45 g and 606.86 g, respectively. The
highest BL at the age of 3 and 7weekswere 176.45 g and 606.86 g. The heritability
value for body weight was higher than beak length. Selection for body weight will
give the highest improvement in the next generation.
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1 Introduction

Bangkok chicken is categorized as an Indonesian local chicken, as they have been adapted
to Indonesian environment for a along time. The superiority of Bangkok chicken is
compact body structure, high adaptive ability to hot climate, good carcass quality [1].
The crossbreeding program between Native chicken with high quality strain of laying
hen aims to improve performance of the crossbred chicken. Recently, crossing between
Bangkok cock and Lohmann laying hens was massively executed which is expected to
gain the superiority of crossbred chicken in highmeat and performace quality. Crossbred
chicken of local cock and laying hens shows the better growth, lower mortality rate,
better adaptability rate than local chicken and has meat taste as local chicken [2]. The
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crossbreeding program is expected to give heterosis effect with superiority from both
parents.

Improvement of individual and population performance can be achieved by applying
selection program of quantitative traits with high economic value. Body weight is the
most important selection criteria that has high correlation with growth and economic
value. Beak length has correlation with cannibalism and feed intake. The length and
condition of beak has important implication on performance [3].

Selection of the best individual to be a parent for the next generation should be based
on the breeding value for trait that shows high heritability value. Heritability deter-
mines the superiority of parent that passed to the progeny. This value will guarantee for
improvement of selected trait in the next generation. The higher the value of heritability,
the higher will be the genetic improvement that can be achieved. The high heritability
value for body weight in crossbred chicken of local cock and Bangkok hen [4].

This research aims to evaluate the genetic potency of local chicken based on the
performance of their offspring resulted from its crossing with Lohmann Brown laying
hens.

2 Material, Method and Data Analyses

2.1 Material and Method

This research was conducted in CV Berline Farm, Malang regency, East Java from
September 2021 to Januari 2022. Material used were 720 crossbred chickens resulted
from 24 Bangkok cocks and 240 Lohmann Brown laying hens. Method used was direct
experiment in the field and measurement on the sample which selected using total
sampling. Variable measured were body weight and beak length at 3 and 7 weeks of
age.

2.2 Data Analyses

2.2.1 Estimation of Breeding Value

Breeding value was estimated using method of BLUP (Best Linear Unbiased Predic-
tion) – Sire model. Linear model used was y = Xb + Zu + e; where y = vector of
individual performance; X = matrix for fixed effect; b = vektor for fixed effect; Z =
Matrix for random effect; u= Vektor for additive genetic effect; e= vektor for residual
[5].

2.3 Estimation of Variance Component

Variance components were estimated using sire model as follows: yij = µ + si + eij
where:

yij – Performance of jth individual of ith sire; µ. – mean of population; si – effect of
ith sire; eij effect of random error.



666 V. M. A. Nurgiartiningsih et al.

2.4 Estimation of Heritability

Heritability value was estimated using the formula according to Nurgiartiningsih (2017):

h2s = 4σ 2
s

σ 2
p
= 4σ 2

s
σ 2
s +σ 2

d+σ 2
w
whereσ 2

s = sire variance;σ 2
d =damvariance;σ 2

w= error variance.

3 Result and Discussion

3.1 Body Weight and Beak Length of Crossbred Chickens at 3 and 7 weeks
of Age

Mean of body weight and beak length of crossbred chickens resulted from Bangkok
local cock and Lohmann laying hens are presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Mean, Standard of Deviation (SD), Coefficient of Variation (CV) of Body Weight and
Beak length in Crossbred Chickens at 3 and 7 weeks of age

Traits 3 weeks of age 7 weeks of age

N Mean ± SD CV Mean ± SD CV

Body Weight (g) 720 145.75 ± 23.72 16.27 508.83 ± 94.48 18.56

Beak Length (cm) 720 1.96 ± 0.13 6.92 2.68 ± 0.12 4.69

Mean of body weight at 3 week of age was higher than previous research done by
Badaruddin [7]. The differences might be due to the better genetic potency of the local
chicken used in the crossbreeding program in this research. Local Bangkok chicken used
in this research was selected based on black feather color with the best performance.
Mean of beak length at 3 and 7 weeks of age were lower compared to previous research
[6] and [7].

Coefficient of variation for body weight showed higher value compared to beak
length. This value determines that selection based on body weight will give more impact
on genetic progress.

3.2 Estimation of Heritability for Body Weight and Beak Length

Heritability for body weigth and beak length at 3 and 7 weeks of age estimated on
crossbred chicken, offspring from Local and Lohmann laying hen were presented in
Table 2.

Table 2. Heritability (h2) and Standard Error (SE) for body Weight and Beak Length at 3 and
7 weeks of age

Trait N 3 weeks of age 7 weeks of age

h2 SE h2 SE

Body Weigth
(g)

720 0.68 0.00005 0.60 0.00004

Beak Length
(cm)

720 0.23 0.00002 0.31 0.00003
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The heritability value for body weight at 3 and 7 weeks were categorized high which
indicated that variation in body weight of crossbred chicken was mostly affected by
additive genetic factor (68% and 60% respectively for body weight at 3 and 7 weeks
of age). On the other hands the heritability value for beak length was low at 3 weeks
of age but showed high value at 7 weeks of age. The high heritability value indicated
that selection based on this trait will give high response on genetic improvement. The
heritability value was higher than [8] who reported the heritability for body weight in
local chicken west Ethiopia.

3.3 The Breeding Value for Body Weight in Local Chicken

The breeding value for bodyweight at 3 weeks of agewere ranged from -22.98 to 31.36 g
which were 11 local Bangkok chickens showed positive breeding value and the rest were
negative breeding value. While the breeding value for body weight at 7 weeks of age
varied between -120.93 to 96.32 g, in which 13 local Bangkok chicken (54.17%) showed
positive breeding value and 11were negative breeding value. The positive breeding value
determined that the performance of offspring was higher than the mean performance of
the population. The best breeding value for body weight at 3 weeks of age was 31.36 g.
This value means that if this Bangkok cock was mated randomly to certain hens, the
offspring resulted from the mating will show the performance 50% of 31.36 g (15.68 g)
above the performance of population mean.

4 Conclusion

The heritability value for bodyweight was higher than beak length. High genetic potency
for body weigth was showed by 54.17% of local Bangkok chicken in the population.
Selection based on breeding value of body weight will improve the genetic value and
performance of Bangkok chicken and its crosses.
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