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Abstract. The Covid-19 pandemic is a contagious epidemic that has become a
global problem. The cause of this pandemic is the spread of the Corona Virus Dis-
ease 2019 (Covid-19). The first positive case in Indonesia was when two Indone-
sian citizens were infected by a Japanese citizen in 2019. The pandemic began to
spread to 34 provinces inmid-April. At that time, there was considerable fear from
the Indonesian people about the covid virus. The Covid-19 pandemic requires the
government to issue new health policies and services for the community. This
accommodation encourages the need for the state to provide policies to prevent
and overcome Covid-19, especially in Indonesia. This becomes important along
with the data on cases of events that tend to fluctuate.
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1 Introduction

Covid-19 is a new disease that first appeared in Wuhan, Hubei, China on December
1, 2019. The cause of this infectious disease is the coronavirus. This virus causes fear
and concern in the community because it spreads very quickly and cannot be seen or
touched. This condition has prompted the government to issue new policies, including
mandatory quarantine for people who have traveled to infected areas. According to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDD), quarantine is a step to separate and
limit the movement of people suspected of having an infectious disease to see if they are
infected, this quarantine is done so that the virus does not spread further. Then the policy
of wearing a mask when in public places and interacting with other people to prevent
transmission through droplets (according to Wikipedia, droplets are droplets of mucus
or liquid produced by the respiratory tract, these droplets are a medium for transmitting
the virus from sick people to healthy people). COVID-19 usually presents as an acute
viral respiratory tract infection and many differential diagnoses related to common viral
pneumonia should be considered, such as influenza, parainfluenza, adenovirus infection,
respiratory syncytial virus infection, metapneumovirus infection, atypical pathogens,
such as Mycoplasma pneumoniae and Clamydophila pneumonia infections, etc [1].
Covid-19 turns out not only to give disease to humans but also to animals. If humans are
infected with this virus, they will experience flu, runny nose, fever, cough, sore throat,
and other serious illnesses [2].
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The government issued a Social Distancing policy to prevent the spread of the virus.
This policy is considered effective to prevent transmission because it prevents sick peo-
ple from making direct contact with healthy people. COVID-19 interestingly spread
faster than most pandemics and infected a far much greater number of people than most
pandemics. Being a social disease, the first measure adopted by the authorities almost
worldwide was to restrict social interactions. Cities and entire countries were placed
on lockdown. The movement was severely restricted. International borders were shut
down [3]. Guarantees and protection and work safety are needed for medical personnel
in Indonesia because they have tried to prevent the spread of this virus. Policies related
to health services can be said to be an important aspect of conditions in today’s society.
One of these policies is implemented to provide prevention and handling for the growing
spread of Covid-19 in Indonesia.

2 Discussion

2.1 Government Policy in Dealing with the Pandemic

To stop the spread ofCOVID-19, the Indonesian government has been constantly remind-
ing its citizens to make 3M efforts. In 2020, the government issued general policies to
inhibit the growth rate of the COVID-19 virus, including mandatory compliance with
health protocols, acceleration of behavior change, and the establishment of a national
vaccination program. On April 3, 2020, the President issued Presidential Regulation
(Perpres) No. 54 of 2020 concerning Changes in Detailed Posture and the 2020 State
Budget. This Presidential Regulation is a follow-up to Perppu No.1 of 2020. The budgets
of someministries were cut by Rp. 97.42 trillion. However, someministries experienced
an increase in budgets, such as the Ministry of Education and Culture by Rp 36 trillion
to Rp 70 trillion; and the Ministry of Health from Rp 57 trillion to 76 trillion [4].

OnAugust 4, 2020, to prevent and control COVID-19, President JokoWidodo signed
a regulation regarding the improvement of discipline and health protocols set out in Pres-
idential Instruction No. 6 of 2020. This Presidential Instruction is addressed to ministers,
TNI commanders, police chiefs, governors,mayors, regents, andheads of non-ministerial
government agencies. The obligation to carry out health protocols is aimed at individ-
uals and those who violate them can be subject to sanctions. In October 2020, to deal
with the Covid-19 problem, the Behavior Change Division was established by STPC-
19, namely by encouraging the acceleration of changes in people’s behavior so that they
consistently implement washing hands, wearing masks, and social distancing. Entering
the end of 2020, the government began to focus on the procurement and implementation
of vaccinations [5].

On October 5, 2020, the President stipulated a rule that the procurement and imple-
mentation of vaccinations include vaccine procurement, vaccine implementation, vac-
cine funding, and ministry support and facilities. The government also issued a policy
in the field of education, namely the implementation of learning carried out restrictions
and distance learning to prevent virus transmission. Then on November 20, 2020, the
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Health, and Ministry of
Religion made a joint decision regarding face-to-face learning following the develop-
ment of the Covid-19 case [6]. Some Indonesian citizens contracted Covid-19 in early
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March 2020, this was announced by the president directly. Due to these conditions, the
government took further steps by establishing a Covid-19 Handling Task Force based
on Presidential Decree No. 7 of 2020. Due to the worsening conditions at that time,
the government finally issued a large-scale social restriction (PSBB) policy which later
changed its name to PPKM. Has been regulated in the Act. These restrictive policies
include closed schools, and workplaces, restricted activities in public places, restricted
use of public facilities, and restricted public transportation.

2.2 Challenges Faced by the Government During the COVID-19 Pandemic

In handling the COVID-19 pandemic, the government experienced several chal-
lenges/obstacles, including:

1. Lack of facilities in the hospital.
Hospitals are the most important thing in handling the treatment of Covid-19 patients.
One of the important services that need attention is outpatient services because the
community chooses fast and complete services. Due to the large number of patients
exposed to Covid, many hospitals lack equipment and facilities. For example, the lack
of isolation rooms and ventilators, the lack of human resources to handle COVID-19
patients, and personal protective equipment for medical personnel, which are expen-
sive and unavailable. Factors that hinder services are the limited time the services are
provided and limited space due to social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic
[7].

2. Many violations of health protocols were found.
Many people do not believe in the covid-19 virus and think that this virus is a mild
disease, so people ignore health protocols. The impact of this community behav-
ior causes the virus to spread quickly and the number of positive corona patients
is increasing. Seeing this situation, education about the dangers of COVID-19 and
the importance of complying with health protocols needs to be carried out by the
government for its citizens. Furthermore, there is also a stigma in the community
regarding the implementation of health protocols, especially social distancing. That
residents think social distancing and physical distancing will make family relation-
shipsmore tenuous, therefore the importance of socialization to change themindset of
residents about this so that residents know the importance of doing Social distancing
and Physical distancing during the Covid-19 pandemic [8].

3. The decline in the country’s economy.
The call to work from home and social distancing has caused several sectors to
experience setbacks, one of which is the economic sector. Several companies in
Indonesia have even terminated their employees due to declining company finances.
As a result, unemployment in Indonesia has increased. Based on data reported by
the Ministry of Manpower, there are 2.8 million workers who are directly affected
by Covid-19. They consist of 1.7 million formal workers laid off and 749.4 thousand
laid off (Employment) [9].

4. The state has to spend quite a lot of money.
Because the country’s economy is declining and there is a lot of unemployment, the
governmentmust spend large enough funds to support the economy and provide assis-
tance to people affected by COVID-19. BanIndonesia’sia survey in the first quarter
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of 2020 indicated a decline in the economy in various sectors. This is indicated by the
Weighted Net Balance Value (SBT) in the first quarter of 2020 worth -5.56 percent
decreased by 7.79 percent in the fourth quarter of 2019. The decline was caused by
a decrease in demand and supply due to covid-19 [10].

3 Conclusion

Based on the discussion above, the Covid-19 virus must be suppressed so that it does not
cause further harm. The policies issued include quarantine for people who have recently
traveled to areas infected with the virus, carrying out 3M efforts, social distancing,
large-scale social restrictions (PSBB), the establishment of a Covid-19 task force, and
procurement and implementation of vaccinations. Besides that, there are also challenges
that the government must face in dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic, including lack
of hospital facilities, lack of medical personnel, spending large enough to deal with the
pandemic situation, and a declining economy. The government must provide education
for its citizens so that citizens are obedient and orderly with the policies issued.
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