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Abstract. The goal of this research was to gather data, identify, and analyze the
teacher’s perspective on implementing the Independent Curriculum of the school
of activator where the presence of the Independent Curriculum led to various
responses and responses from education stakeholders. The researcher uses the
descriptive-qualitative research method with the aim of providing an overview
or information about a condition that occurs. Interviews and observations were
used as data collection techniques in this study. The findings show that teachers in
Sukabumi elementary schools have a positive outlook and receive positive feed-
back, despite a lack of understanding of the meaning and implementation of the
Independent Curriculum. In the future, various strengthening and special training
will be required for teachers to equip them with the meaning and implementa-
tion of the Independent Curriculum. The Independent Curriculum is a form of
improvement from the 2013 Curriculum initiated by the Ministry of Education
and Culture, Research and Technology of the Republic of Indonesia by offer-
ing various advantages including being more flexible, simple, and in-depth with
a focus on essential materials and developing student competencies. The Inde-
pendent Curriculum brings fresh air to improve education in Indonesia, which is
experiencing a variety of learning crises as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Keywords: teacher’s perspective · independent curriculum · independent
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1 Introduction

Education provides lessons that are so important for humans about the world around
them, developing perspectives in looking at life. Real education comes from the lessons
our life teaches us. Therefore, many governments recommend good education starting
at an early age, so that when they grow up, they have good Human Resources (HR).
Education can erase wrong beliefs in our minds. It can also help in creating a clear
picture of things around us, it can also clear up all confusion. People with high education
usually will be wiser in solving a problem, this is because they have studied the science
of education in life [1].
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Through education, a person can develop knowledge, insight, values, and character
even though some are inherited from culture. The new educational model is delivered
through the implementation structure of the school program, in particular, the program to
promote the transition of educational units to improve the learning outcomes of students
who take part in good education in terms of cognitive (literacy and computing) and
non-cognitive (character) competencies to achieve the Pancasila Student Profile [2].
The Pancasila student profile is the character and abilities that are built in everyday
life and live in each student through school culture, intracurricular, cocurricular, and
extracurricular learning [3].

Education always takes place at home as well as at school. At home parents are the
main teachers ofEducation and at school, Teachers are themain educators.Nomatter how
sophisticated technology is, it cannot replace the role of the teacher because the touch of
the teacher to students has a uniqueness that technology cannot provide. Teachers must
continue to study and learn in order to keep up with the rapid advancement of technology
following technological developments so that their knowledge is updated and does not
lag behind students in terms of the use and utilization of technology. Teachers must be
able to guide and direct students in using technology effectively in order to benefit the
learning process [4].

The curriculum is a necessary device for supporting the learning process at every
level of education. The development of the times is often the background for changes
and improvements to a curriculum. This, of course, was not immediately done without
a clear reason, with various considerations to answer various educational problems that
occurred at that time such as the learning crisis and learning loss which for several years
occurred as a result of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic which paralyzed various
sectors. Life in the world, including the education sector. This pandemic period forced
1.7 billion students to undergo learning that was not done directly and encountered
various difficulties and losses in learning [5].

Responding to these problems, so that education in Indonesia continues to run as it
should, the Indonesian government through theMinistry of Education, Culture, Research
and Technology of the Republic of Indonesia (Kemendikbud Ristek RI) does not remain
silent by making breakthroughs and new steps as a form of optimizing learning. The
Ministry of Education and Culture, Research and Technology RI initiated a new cur-
riculum as a form of improvement from the previously implemented curriculum. The
curriculum is the Independent Curriculum. The Independent Curriculum’s main focus is
the achievement of concrete learning outcomes, namely the achievement of behavioral
knowledge, abilities, and results. In addition, this new curriculum is considered capable
of adapting to existing problems because the nature of this curriculum is carried out with
flexibility or flexibility [6].

The concept and direction of the new curriculumwhich is an antidote to the problems
that occur in Indonesian education are experiencing various challenges that are both
support and rejection from all elements of education. The new curriculum which is
considered rushed must be taken from the positive side of this policy. In addition, if
viewed from the essence of the difference between the new curriculum and the previous
curriculum, namely the 2013 curriculum, it is found that there are differences in the
mandate or structure of the two curricula. The 2013 curriculum carries the mandate
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of a science-based approach or a scientific approach (scientific approach) while the
independent curriculum carries the mandate of a project-based learning approach [7].
Each curriculum has its framework that provides a sublime foundation for character
development. However, themanifestation of character can occur when students can learn
from experience, learning can be done with project-based learning which is included in
the mandate of the Independent Curriculum [8].

The Independent Curriculum is considered capable of restoring and restoring the
position of teachers with such flexibility. The freedom of teachers in the learning pro-
cess is the meaning of independence in real learning. The system of this curriculum
is to provide the widest opportunity for teachers to design learning according to the
characteristics of students. This curriculum can remove the stigma circulating in the
community which says that teachers must “deposit” learning outcomes according to the
competencies set by the curriculum [9]. The implementation of education with flexi-
bility is needed in Indonesian education which seems to have many regulations in its
implementation. The Independent Curriculum can be a solution so that education is not
shackled to the old paradigm because the hallmark of this new curriculum is to uphold
flexibility between schools, educators, and students in learning [7]. The implementation
of this flexible independent curriculum is where students are given the freedom to be
independent in choosing elements of education by emphasizing democracy in education
[10].

Based on the above background, this study discusses the teacher’s perspective in
implementing the Independent Curriculum at the School of activator.

2 Methodology

In this study, researchers used descriptive qualitative research methods. The use of qual-
itative descriptive methods aims to reveal an event or fact, provide a description, or
information, and analyze a certain condition or situation. The technique used in this
research is interview and observation with data collection using a random sampling
technique. A qualitative descriptive research method is a research method based on
postpositivism philosophy that is used to investigate the condition of natural objects (as
opposed to experiments) [11].

3 Literature Review

A. Definition of Curriculum
The curriculum has an understanding expressed by experts, the curriculum is a series

of plans that are structured to guide learning in schools such as documents, general lev-
els, the actualization of plans in class, and student experiences that have been recorded
by experts so that the experience is implemented in the learning environment and influ-
ences the learning process was learned. The curriculum includes all lessons planned and
implemented by the school to achieve educational objectives [12].

A curriculum is a required tool that serves as a guide in the implementation of edu-
cation and learning in schools. The curriculum was created as a reference for developing
the quality of education of the times. The curriculum changes that occur are intended as
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an effort to adjust the characteristics of education with various challenges and opportu-
nities in the context of adjusting to the times that continue to change rapidly [7]. The
urgency of implementing education is very essential because state education can build
a communal community with a high civilization, namely a civilization that is flexible
and able to think progressively and has a personality based on a cultured character [13].
The Independent curriculum is a breath of fresh air for the improvement of education
in Indonesia, which had slumped during the COVID-19 pandemic, although its global
effectiveness still needs to be proven. The idea of developing the Independent Curricu-
lum originated from several shortcomings in the 2013 Curriculum, including too dense
material, rigid implementation, and boring material [14].

B. Curriculum Development in Indonesia
The curriculum changes and develops from time to time according to the conditions

and situations at that time. The 1947 curriculum was called the 1947 Lesson Plan with
the influence of the Dutch and Japanese colonial education systems. The atmosphere of
fighting spirit for independence makes education emphasize the formation of sovereign
and independent human character in line with other nations [15].

The 1952 curriculum was called the 1952 Unraveled Lesson Plan with the national
education system. The characteristic of the curriculum is that the content of learning is
associated with everyday life. The 1964 curriculum is called the 1964 Education Plan,
which has the characteristics that the government wants the people to get academic
education from the elementary school level, learning is directed at moral, intelligence,
emotional, personality, and physical development. The 1968 curriculumchanged, and the
development aimed at the previous year changed to fostering the spirit of Pancasila, basic
knowledge, and special skills. Want people to have a strong personality, be physically
fit, and enhance intelligence, physical, moral, character, and religious beliefs.

Continued on the 1975 curriculum which has a goal- oriented, integrative, effective,
and efficient approach in both power and time, adheres to the development of PPSI
(Instructional System Development Procedure) with the goal of achieving specific goals
that can be measured and formulated in the form of student behavior, influenced by
behavioral psychology by emphasizing stimulus-response or question-answer. The 1984
curriculum is oriented towards instructional objectives so that learning must be efficient
and effective. This curriculum uses the CBSA approach which provides opportunities
for students to be physically, mentally, intellectually, and emotionally involved in order
for students to have the best learning experience possible. The material used uses a
spiral technique where the higher the grade, the deeper and deeper the understanding.
The material presented is adjusted to the readiness of students. The 1994 curriculum
changed the semester students to a quarterly system whose division was divided into
three stages because children would get enough material.

A competency-Based Curriculum is a set of plans about competencies and learn-
ing that must be achieved by students, assessments, teaching and learning activities,
and empowerment of educational resources in developing school curricula. The char-
acteristics of this curriculum are emphasizing the achievement of student competence,
oriented to learning systems and diversity, varied learning delivery, utilizing other learn-
ing resources that meet educational standards, and process evaluation and results of
student achievement competence.
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The 2005 curriculum called the KTSP curriculum (Education Unit Level Curricu-
lum) implements existing regulations, but the essence of the content and direction of
development leads to the achievement of the competency package, not whether or not
the project matter is completed as characterized by the competency- based curriculum.
The KTSP curriculum provides an opportunity for schools to prepare their education
plans with predetermined standards such as standard objectives, curriculum structure,
content, and education to the syllabus.

The 2013 curriculum has differences from the KTSP curriculum where the com-
petency standards are changed to core competencies, developing scientific knowledge
(observing, asking questions, gathering information, associating, and communicating)
and authentic assessment on evaluation [15].

C. Independent Curriculum
Until now, the curriculum in Indonesia has often undergone several changes to

improve the previous curriculum and adapt it to the needs of the times at that time.
Changes in the curriculum should answer various educational problems for the sake of
progress in improving the quality of education. This is because education is a way for its
citizens to have knowledge and noble character values [7]. To answer all challenges in
education, the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia launched
a curriculum program called the Independent LearningCurriculum. This new curriculum
aims to restore the dignity and worth of education due to the lack of optimal learning
(Learning Loss) and less than optimal learning as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Independent Curriculum is a curriculum with a variety of intracurricular learn-
ing opportunities in which the content is optimized so that students have enough time to
explore concepts and strengthen competencies. Teachers have the freedom to select vari-
ous teaching tools in order to tailor learning to students’ learning needs and interests [16].
Learning activities in the Independent Curriculum are carried out by the achievements
of students. Learning activities are not generalized, but there is a need for adjustments
to the level of students. So that learning is carried out more flexibly according to the
abilities of students [17].

The Independent Curriculum has several advantages over the 2013 Curriculum,
including providing a wider space for teachers and students to be creative and decide on
learning priorities (essential material); education units and teachers have the authority to
develop curriculum and its completeness according to the needs and context of the school
at this stage enabling schools to develop curricula by the potential of the surrounding
environment so that links and matches of graduates will appear, and administratively
there is no coercion in its implementation so the education unit can decide whether to
apply or not according to the capabilities and readiness they have [14].

An independent curriculum is defined as a learning design that allows students to
study in a calm, relaxed, fun, stress-free, and pressure-free environment, allowing them
to demonstrate their natural talents. Independent learning emphasizes independence and
creative thinking. The start of the school of activator program is one of the programs
presented by theMinistry of Education andCulture in the launch of independent learning.
This school program is intended to assist each school in developing a generation of
lifelong learners who are as unique as Pancasila students. All of this necessitates the role
of a teacher [18].
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D. Elementary School Teachers’ Perspectives in Implementing the Independent
Curriculum of School of Activators

The role and challenges of teachers are a major concern in the existence of a new
curriculum policy. Teachers play an important role in improving learning quality by
implementing the new curriculum. Creating effective, meaningful and quality learning
is the role and function of a teacher. To create quality learning, teachers need to carry
out a learning and assessment process that prioritizes mastery of knowledge, attitudes,
and skills possessed by students. In addition, teachers also need to hold the principles
of objectivity, comprehensiveness, and continuity and refer to goals. In implementing
this, teachers need to work together with educational institutions to make breakthrough
innovations in managing to learn with new curriculum policies, especially during the
pandemic. However, there are still teachers who do not have critical awareness in under-
standing the nature of the teacher’s role in learning so they do not have a progressive,
adaptive, and futuristic attitude towards life and the times.

Teachers who do not have such critical awareness will find it difficult to develop
learning with this new curriculum policy because the COVID-19 pandemic’s impact on
education is still being felt. And must be addressed, one of which is the teacher’s role as
the door of education. In realizing their roles and functions, teachers can actively involve
all components of education, from internal components such as the implementation
of new curriculum policies to external components, namely creating an educational
environment. The involvement of each of these components can work well if there is
good cooperation in motivating fellow teachers in the scope of education. In addition,
cooperative relationships are used to reflect on themselves in implementing learning
following changes in the new curriculum [7].

4 Results and Discussion

In this study, the population is the educators of one of the elementary schools in the
Cicantayan sub-district, Sukabumi district. The population is an object generalization
area with specific qualities and characteristics chosen by the researcher to be studied and
from which conclusions are drawn [19]. Meanwhile, the sampling technique used in this
study was random sampling, which involved randomly selecting sample members from
the population without regard for the existing strata in the population [19]. The sample
of this study was 2 class teachers in one of the elementary schools in the Cicantayan
sub-district, Sukabumi district. The sample is a subset of the population in terms of size
and characteristics [19].

Based on the findings of this study’s interviews and observations, which was located
in one of the elementary schools in the Cicantayan sub-district, Sukabumi district, the
teachers’ responses were positive and enthusiastic about the emergence of the Inde-
pendent Curriculum which is expected to provide convenience in the implementation
of learning which previously had many obstacles during the pandemic. However, not
all teachers have a deep understanding of the meaning of the Independent Curriculum.
EN class teacher who apply the Independent Curriculum in their classroom learning
activities can not conclude whether the implementation of the Independent Curriculum
provides answers to all the problems that occur in the world of education as a result of the
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COVID-19 pandemic which is still sweeping the world. This is because the implemen-
tation has not been around for a week, so it takes time to find out the effectiveness of the
implementation of the independent curriculum. Meanwhile, the YG teacher explained
that he still did not understand the concept and nature of the independent curriculum. He
explained that the lack of understanding was since the implementation of the curriculum
in the district was still relatively new and there was no special training to discuss the
Independent Curriculum’s meaning and its implementation. Previously, teachers at the
school were only provided with socialization about changing the 2013 curriculum to
the Independent Curriculum which only explained the curriculum changes, so they only
studied the Independent Curriculum through various available media, both print media,
and various online platforms.

Several elementary schools in Sukabumi Regency have not yet fully implemented the
Independent Curriculum. This is in linewith the explanation of theHead of the Sukabumi
District Education Office, Mohammad Solihin, who said that the Independent Learning
Curriculum was required only for contract schools. The Independent curriculum has not
been implemented in all schools in SukabumiRegency [20]. Thismeans that in Sukabumi
Regency the implementation of the Independent Curriculum has not been effective. In
addition, the teacher also explained that basically there is no discernible distinction
between the Independent Curriculum and the previous curriculum., namely the 2013
Curriculum, but it still takes time to adapt and harmonize all related learning components
including the role of schools, principals, teachers, and students so that the Independent
Curriculum’s implementation can be successful and help to alleviate the current learning
crisis. In addition to the ineffective implementation of the Independent Curriculum in
several Sukabumi schools, the Independent Curriculum is not implemented in all classes
at these elementary schools, but only in grade I and grade IV elementary schools which
are following Sukabumi Regency regulations.

Learner-centered education focuses on the personalities, experiences, perspectives,
backgrounds, talents, interests, capacities, and learning needs of students. New edu-
cational strategies should encourage interaction between teachers and students in this
context. Creative practice in education should assist learners in working on building their
knowledge by defining things that are very important to them, while also strengthening
their self-confidence and individuality [21].

5 Conclusion

Based on the various explanations provided above, it is possible to conclude that the
curriculum is absolute to be attention material and become a guide in learning. With the
changing times so rapidly, the curriculum also changed to keep pace with the changing
times that occurred and as an answer to the problems that occurred in Indonesian edu-
cation. The Independent curriculum, which recently emerged as an improvement from
the previous curriculum, has begun to be applied in the implementation of learning in
schools in Indonesia. However, in some areas, the implementation is still not effective
and comprehensive, such as in several schools in Sukabumi Regency.

The presence of the Independent Curriculum raises various responses and perspec-
tives from education stakeholders. Several teachers at elementary schools in Sukabumi
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Regency positively welcomed the presence of the Independent Curriculum which hopes
to provide convenience in learning, especially during the current pandemic. However,
not all of these teachers have an understanding of the meaning and implementation of
the Independent Curriculumwhich is still quite new and its implementation in Sukabumi
Regency is not yet comprehensive. Teachers should have critical awareness regarding
curriculum changes that occur and develop learning with the Independent Curriculum
policy. The reasons for the lack of critical awareness and understanding of the implemen-
tation of the Independent Curriculum are the new implementation of the Independent
Curriculum in Sukabumi and the lack of special training to discuss the meaning and
implementation of the Independent Curriculum. Various special pieces of training to
equip teachers about the Independent Curriculum are required over time in order for the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum in Sukabumi Regency to bring about
positive changes and be a solution to various problems that arise.
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