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ABSTRACT

The article from this research contains a discussion of gender relations in Indonesian modern literary texts by
male authors. This research is a descriptive qualitative study. Data on gender relations is obtained through a
search of the narrator's speech as well as the speeches and actions of the characters in the story of a novel by a
male author of modern Indonesian literature from Minangkabau and Javanese. The data source of this research
is the story text of the novel Tenggelamnya Kapal Van Der Wijck by Hamka and the Canting novel by
Arswendo Atmowiloto. The study of gender relations in both novels of the two male authors from Minangkabau
and Jawa uses the sociological theory of literature as used by Damono (1987), Junus (1986 and 1993), and
Hasanuddin WS (2015). The theory used by these three researchers is in line with the theory put forward by
Wellek and Warren (2014) and Swingewood (1972a and 1972b) that literary texts can be considered as
recorders of people's lives in a certain period of time and in a certain place. Literary text in the view of literary
sociology can be considered as a sociocultural document which is a reflection and or refraction of the social
reality of the society of the era. Based on the research findings, gender relations in the community adhering to
the matriarchal and patriarchal social systems contained in the two novels are the demands of the male author
in the form of equal gender relations. Men of authors who come from different societies embracing the cultural
system want the realization of justice by deconstructing and empowering women to obtain maximum access in
terms of education, employment and decision making. The male author makes the values of gender equality as a
form of learning raises awareness of justice that is closely related to living tolerance, respecting achievement,
caring for each other among people, living more morally, and love the peaceful living space.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Literary works will always draw attention since
they express the deepest respect of mankind across
all eras and all around the world. According to Jassin
(1983: 4), the reader joins the experiences of
countries and nations in history and society via
literature as a result of art, investigating what has
been thought and felt. As a result, literature may
contribute knowledge to life.

Indonesian society consisting of diverse ethnic
groups, is a society that mostly adheres to a social
system of patriarchy, a social system that places men
as holders of power and a dominant role in almost all
aspects of social life. Nevertheless, there are also
Indonesian people who adhere to the matriarchal
social system, namely the Minangkabau ethnic
community who place their lineage and inheritance
of matrilineal inheritance. In this kind of social
system, where adherents of the patriarchal social
system are very dominant, various accesses in terms
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of obtaining education, employment in the public
domain, and decision-making processes tend to be
dominated by men. Often criticism arises about
discrimination against women. Women tend to be in
subordinated areas or even marginalized by men in
various fields of life. In these conditions, what is
more about the open world order of life, it is not
unusual for women to question and even demand
gender relations in equal relations.

Novel, as a cultural product, has the role of
recording, documenting, and chronicling people's
diverse ways. As a result, the novel, as a literary
piece, may also operate as a mirror and reflection of
its people's life. Novelty has an essential part in
presenting diverse approaches to living. Thus, novels
as works of fiction may provide a variety of
approaches to dealing with life in a creative and
artistic way. This is conceivable since the novel's
concerns are human and humanitarian in nature. The
novel's writers address humanitarian concerns such
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as love, loyalty, arbitrariness, human rights
infringement, and a variety of other humanitarian
difficulties.

Novels as literary texts, as expressed in the earlier
section, can be seen as a mirror (reflection) and
reflection (refraction) of their society (see Junus,
1983: 3 and 1986: 42; Damono, 1987: 2; Eagleton,
1998: 30; Muhardi and Hasanuddin WS, 2006: 42;
Wellek and Warren, 2014: 72 and 123; Swingewood,
1972a: 11 and 1972b: 169). In the view of literary
sociology, novels as literary texts can be considered
as recorders of people's lives in a certain period of
time and at a certain place as well. This assumption
can be justified because as a literary work, novels are
written not entirely based on mere imagination. The
author's imagination cannot develop if the author has
no knowledge of a reality. Junus (1993: 53) cites
Scholes to show that whenever a person is confronted
with a reality, that reality invites individuals to
imagine; and people cannot fantasize without
knowledge of a reality. Thus, in literary works -
fiction - it is possible to understand how facts and
imagination combine into a work's wholeness. Long
before Plato and Aristotle (see also Teeuw, 1984: 43;
Pradotokusumo, 2001: 42) established that there is a
true relationship between literary writings and their
societies. Efforts to examine a society, particularly
the crystallization of societal perspectives on life,
conduct, and values, may be tracked, among other
things, via novels.

The issue of equality and or inequality in gender
relations, especially in the community that adheres to
a patriarchal social system such as Indonesian
society, is recorded in Indonesian novels. It is
interesting to know what is revealed and expressed in
Indonesian novels about the relationship of equality
and gender inequality experienced by the
community. Another interesting thing is to know how
the relations of equality and inequality are based on
the disclosure of male modern Indonesian fiction
writers who are based on the adoption of different
social systems. Based on a number of considerations,
the novels which will be used as data sources are the
novel Tenggelamnya kapal Van Der Wijck by Hamka
and Canting novel by Arswendo Atmowiloto.

Through this study, knowledge and conclusions
will be obtained about what is felt to be related to the
relationship of equality and gender inequality at the
same time from the point of view of the men of
modern Indonesian fiction writers in the background
of adopting different social systems. Besides being
able to understand how the reception and perceptions
of the author, as well as can be seen how community
members address the issue of equality and gender
inequality because the author is part of the
community. The study of the two novels also serves
as an effort to identify shifts or even social changes
that occur within Indonesian society.

Research on gender equality and inequality
relationships in Indonesian that sociological theory of

literature employed by Damono (1987), Junus (1986;
1993), Muhardi and Hasanuddin WS (2006), and
Hasanuddin WS (2015) is applied to fictional
writings. Based on the premise that the literary work
is a reflection of present social reality. According to
Wellek and Warren (2014) and Swingewood (1972a
and 1972b), literary works can be regarded social
records, and research based on sociological theory of
literature supports this position. Each component of it
is said to directly represent a societal factor. When
related to structuralism, not every part is identified
with socio-culture, but rather the entire system.
Swingewood discovered two sociological study
methods based on data from literary works. First, the
research enters the literary interaction with social
aspects as envisaged in the literary text by beginning
with the social context. This research investigates the
socioeconomic aspects that influence literary
composition at a specific time and in a specific
society. Second, studies that link literary text
structure to genre and society. This is information on
how the author applies his knowledge and awareness
of his community conditions in the text structure.
Readers perceive their own mirror or reflection less
and less to perfect and become communities of
greater social life via the text's structure. This
examination of these two Indonesian novels employs
the above-mentioned sociocultural theory of
literature. That is, the text of the novel is viewed as a
sociocultural document that captures literary reality.
Socialization of a society at a given point in time.
The literary text is not considered a whole. This
approach is only attracted by those socio-cultural
factors that are considered as separate elements that
make up the unity of the novel text. A literary aspect
of a novel that is unrelated to the other parts. Because
the text only substitutes the culture element, this
element is inextricably related to it. As a result, this
method can infer an impression or image of anything,
such as ladies, men, teens, elderly people, customs,
the contemporary world, and so on. Of course,
judgments concerning the gender connection are
evaluated from many perspectives within the context
of analyzing these two works. Thus, utilizing the
above-mentioned sociological theory of literature, the
cultural aspects, events, images, motifs, and themes
of a literary work such as short tales or select novels
can be related with socio-cultural reality based on the
thesis's purpose.

2. METHODS

The research served as the foundation for this
piece was qualitative research, which was conducted
without the use of statistics or statistical data
processing, instead emphasizing researchers'
awareness of experimentally examined connections
between ideas. The research carried out with the goal
of comprehending the phenomena of what may be
discovered in literary works holistically, within a
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certain  natural scientific
methodologies.

As a result of the author's creative activity, this
present study generates descriptive data in the form
of written words from literary writings. This study
aims to illustrate the social environment and its
perspectives. In the literary work analyzed, the
intended social environment and viewpoint are in
terms of concepts, behavior, perceptions, and issues
regarding humans. Gender relations in the plot texts
of Indonesian novels by male writers from
Minangkabau and Javanese are the study's data. The
novel narrative text of Tenggelamnya Kapal Van Der
Wijck by Hamka (2002, 26th print) and Canting
novel by Arswendo Atmowiloto (1986, first print)
are the subjects of this study.

setting, and using

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Gender Relationships in Novels: Authors of the
Minangkabau and Javanese Patterns

Novel Tenggelamnya kapal Van Der Wijck by
Hamka is a literary text that has been printed
repeatedly. For the first time, the novel was
published in the 1930s. In sociology of literature, this
novel can be seen as a reflection and reflection of the
condition of the Minangkabau people during the time
the novel was written and first published. Unequal
gender relations between women and men in this
novel are presented to be criticized and protested as
something that should not have happened. Customs
and cultural systems that are very strict and rigid are
the reason why unequal gender relations occur.
Therefore, the strict and rigid customs and cultural
systems were protested. Criticism is made on the
view that other ethnic groups that are not in
accordance with their customs and cultural systems
must be considered inferior. Looking down on other
ethnic groups is something that should not be done.
Assessing and carrying out an injustice on the
consideration of gender, ethnicity, religion and belief
is something that must be rejected. Rigid and rigid
customs and social systems that support this injustice
must be reconstructed. This novel supports the
equality of relations, especially gender relations.
Figure Hayati, a woman with Minangkabau culture
suffered her life because of her love for Zainuddin,
whose father was a Minangkabau, but her mother
was a Makassar who was not blessed by her family.
Zainuddin was looked down on by the Hayati family
because his mother was not a Minangkabau.

It's not easy to change views over a belief. Strict
and rigid customs will not be able to be changed if
they do not get the support of most of the people.
Individual struggles or groups of people will only
happen to themselves or a small group of them at the
level of ideas, attitudes, and behavior. Therefore, the
gaps and relations of gender inequality found in this
novel do not mean supporting this, but as a form of
revelation that such things (gender inequality) should
not be continued and must be stopped. This is a fairly

strong  criticism of Minangkabau  customs.
Minangkabau customs that were declared to
prioritize women turned out to be in the practice of
daily life dominated by men. Mamak (uncle of
Hayati) represents a strict and rigid figure of
traditional leaders, and represents the dominance of
men over women.

Decision making as a system of domination of
customs that is thick and rigid in the family or
community becomes the right of the male figure to
determine the outcome of the decision. Even though
the female figure interferes in the deliberation, but
the male figure (Mamak) remains the decisive party
and has an authoritarian attitude towards making a
decision while being responsible to his sisters and
nieces. The dominance of the role of mamak and the
prince in Minangkabau customs has led to gender
relations as found in the novel Siti Nurbaya running
unequally. Gender relations in the novel
Tenggelamnya kapal Van Der Wijck by Hamka,
which runs unequally, were conveyed by the author
so that the reader realizes that the thing revealed is a
problem. If gender inequality is a problem, then the
reader is asked to support the solution offered,
namely rejecting the relationship of inequality and
supporting equal gender relations.

Canting novel by Arswendo Atmowiloto as the
novel Tenggelamnya Kapal Van Der Wijck by
Hamka is a literary text that has been printed
repeatedly. For the first time, Canting novel was
published in 1986. In sociology of literature, this
novel can also be seen as a reflection and reflection
of the condition of Javanese society at least during
the time the novel was written and first published. In
contrast to Hamka's novel Tenggelamnya Kapal Van
Der Wijck, gender relations in Canting novel by
Arswendo Atmowiloto run in an equal relationship.
This novel, which is based on Javanese culture with
patriarchal culture, is precisely the narrator and
storyteller who speak and act to support or tend to
defend women to get equal opportunities and access
in terms of education, work in the public sphere, and
decision-making processes.

Tuginem, a woman from the ordinary Javanese
community, was made a wife by Raden Ngabehi
Sestrokumoro, a Javanese prijai or noble. Tuginem's
social status as wong cilik is vanished, he morphs
into Mrs. Bei. Tuginem is no longer a laborer of
batik, but is the wife of a batik skipper. Not just a
change in the calling of Tuginem to be Mrs. Bei as
Mr. Bei's wife, Mr. Bei turned out to give his wife
the opportunity and authority to run his batik
business, from production to marketing. Mrs. Bei
was deemed fit to accept the authority because it did
have the management ability to manage the batik
company. In the course of time, with the support of
Mr. Bei, Mrs. Bei became the leader of a respected
batik business. Mrs. Bei is not only a strict and agile
entrepreneur, but also a woman who does not ignore
her family. Mrs. Bei, who used to be a youngster, has
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now turned into a priaji because of equal gender
relations. Mr. Bei as head of the family always
protects and protects his family in gender equality
relations.

As novel by Hamka's Tenggelamnya KapalVan
Der Wijck, Canting novel by Arswendo Atmowiloto
is a criticism of the sociological aspects of Javanese
society related to social class. Tuginem and Raden
Ngabehi Sestrokumoro did not only represent male
and female gender relations, but also represented at
the same time the relations of the social classes of the
Javanese society of ordinary social class (wong cilik)
and elite social class (priaji). It is not really common,
Mr. Bei's family (Raden Ngabehi Sestrokumoro)
from the elite class who married Tuginem from the
ordinary peoples class went very harmoniously, did
not experience problems, walked very harmoniously
without significant conflict. Mr. Bei, who represents
the social elite of Java, not only does not create
conflict with Tuginem as a representation of the low
social class, but rather bridges and facilitates young
people to be confident and develop themselves so
that they are equal to the elite class. Ideal conditions
are created in Mr. and Mrs. Bei (Tuginem) who
represent these two different social classes in an
equal relationship. Mr. and Mrs Bei's family is the
ideal and ideal family that Arswendo Atmowiloto
wants not only in gender relations, but in the social
fabric of the society that adheres to a patriarchal
social system. If the desired condition of ideal
relations is realized in Arswendo Atmowiloto's
Canting novel, the reader becomes aware that in the
real conditions of Javanese society, the relations
between gender and social class are still not ideal.
Women and the low social class (wong cilik)
community are still subordinated and marginalized.

These two male authors of the modern Indonesian
Minangkabau and Javanese color literary texts
actually do the same thing, namely criticizing the
socio-cultural conditions of their communities while
criticizing themselves (self criticts) for immediately
changing the form of unequal gender relations that
are still going on in their society to the direction of
an equal and equitable relationship.

Equivalent Lighters and Inequality of Gender
Relations

Equivalent lightening factors and inequality of
gender relations in the novel Tenggelamnya Kapal
Van Der Wicjk by Hamka and Canting by Arswendo
Atmowiloto are as follows, namely the social system
adopted by the community, religious teachings,
community regulation and role models. The
formation of personality and traits that are considered
reasonable by the community prove that gender
ideology is constructed in a socio-cultural manner as
a form of relations between men and women in
society. The socio-cultural system adopted by the
community is the biggest factor in the owner of the
most complete instrument implementing an ideology

in human life. If religion is used as an excuse, the
socio-cultural system is the driving force. The
ideology of gender in both novels infiltrated various
aspects of life and influenced the social construction
of the Minangkabau and or Javanese society.

In the novel Tenggelamnya Kapal Van Der Wicjk
by Hamka, the socio-cultural system adopted by the
community becomes the main lighters why unequal
gender relations occur. Although the Minangkabau
community adheres to a matriarchal social system,
the power of the public territory remains held by
men, represented by the figure of Mamak and
Pangulu. If the interpreter of a leader in a Mamak or
a narrow leader as mamak and the leader of the novel
Tenggelamnya kapal Van Der Wicjk, the socio-
cultural system adopted becomes the main light of
unequal gender relations, where women in the
matriarchal social system will also suborned and
marginalized. Figure Hayati, women in this novel are
confined only in the domestic world. Interpretations
of religious teachings that state that men are leaders
of women, women should only be in the domestic
area, and women are a source of slander, affirming
the subordination and marginalization of women.
Thus, gender inequality or gender discrimination
arises not from the principles of religious teaching,
but rather from the process of developing religious
behavior dominated by male power.

In Canting novel by Arswendo Atmowiloto,
where ideal gender relations occur among the
Javanese class, ordinary social classes (wong cilik)
with elite classes (priaji) are also caused by men
holding power. In the Javanese community which
adheres to a patriarchal social system, behavior
prioritizing men over women is unavoidable. When
the preferred man has moderate views and
interpretations, he becomes the ideal man who moves
gender relations between ordinary and elite social
classes to become more fluid and close to equal
relations. The figure of Mr. Bei in this Canting novel
by Arswendo Atmowiloto, the Javanese nobleman,
with his behavior that always protects and protects
the family he leads, succeeds in alleviating the
relationship of inequality into equal relations within
his family. Therefore, the equality relations in this
novel are the interpreters who are not confined and
strict on the social system adopted by the community
and religious interpretations that are more holistic.

Literary Work as a Media for Learning the Values
of Gender Equality: Myth of Concern and Myth of
Freedom, Presence and Absence

This study ultimately shows how socio-cultural
factors produce literary texts at a particular time and
society and how these communities can benefit or
benefit from the produced literary texts. The author
and the community communicate through literary
texts. The author through the structure of literary
texts photographing the community and himself,
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society reflects on literary texts to get a more
complete understanding of their existence.

The pattern of relations between men and women
in literary texts, especially in novel fictional texts,
can be understood and concluded through positions,
speeches, and actions taken by the characters to their
respective sexes. In addition, information about the
pattern of this relationship can also be obtained
through the narrator's speech. Gender relations in
novels produced by male authors, namely the novel
Tenggelamnya Kapal Van Der Wijck by Hamka and
Canting novel by Arswendo Atmowiloto show that
equal gender relations between women and men are
the main concern of the authors.

In Canting novel by Arswendo Atmowiloto, the
power that was held by Mr. Bei as a Javanese man
from an elite social class was used as a milestone in
the enforcement of ideal fair relations, because
ideally it should be. Therefore, it can be understood
that what the narrator describes in this novel is the
ideal situation desired rather than what is happening.
Submission of this kind of narrator is in accordance
with the nature of literary texts which try to eliminate
something that is actually present (presence), and is
replaced by something that is not or not. Therefore,
the attention to equal relations conveyed by the
narrator of Canting novel by Arswendo Atmowiloto
is referred to as a way of narrating with myth of
concern, namely the storyteller and narrator as
narrators, speaking and acting in support of equal
gender relations so that the reader gets direct
example of how gender relations should be equal.

In the novel Tenggelamnya Kapal Van Der Wijck
by Hamka, the opposite happens. The narrator in this
novel eliminates presense and  displays
discrimination and inequality. Faced with this kind of
condition, when the one that is very dominant is
about gender injustice, in fact the reader will be
ignited about gender equality. This narrator's pattern
in the novel Tenggelamnya Kapal Van Der Wijck by
Hamka is referred to as a way of narrating with the
myth of freedom, namely the storyteller and narrator
as narrators, speaking and presenting gender
inequality with the intention to be ignored.

These two male fiction authors of modern
Indonesian Minangkabau and Javanese colors, based
on the study of sociology of literature, have shown
that literary texts do not depart from emptiness.
Authors as members of the community contribute to
the process of creating literary texts. Imaginative
reality in the literary text of his creation is connected
with the objective reality that occurs in his society
and himself as an inseparable part of his society. If
the Minangkabau people have the philosophy
basilang kayu di tungku, di sinan mako api iduk
(crossing the wood in the stove, where the fire is on),
it is not surprising if Hamka, a Minangkabau narrated
gender relations through the novel Tenggelamnya
Kapal Van Der Wijck with techniques myth of
fredoom. It is not surprising if Arswendo

Atmowiloto, a Javanese narrates gender relations
through the Canting novel with the myth of concern
technique because the Javanese people have a
philosophy of memayu hayuning bawana, ambrasta
dur hangkara (humans living in the world must strive
for salvation, happiness, equitable welfare, and
eradicate the nature of anger, greed and greed, and
this should ideally be started from an elite
community). Thus, these two male authors of the
modern Indonesian Minangkabau and Javanese color
literary texts not only have written literary texts, but
have also used literary texts as a medium for learning
the values of gender equality to their readers.

4. CONCLUSION

Literary works in the view of literary
sociology can be considered as socio-cultural
documents of society as well as authors who are an
inseparable part of the society itself. Literary texts do
not depart from emptiness. Objective reality is the
starting point of literary texts created.The author as
part of the community is influenced by the socio-
cultural system of his community. This implies
indirectly in their storytelling techniques. Men who
are Minangkabau and Javanese authors who both
demand the existence of equal gender relations in
their novel societies express problems in different
ways. Men of Minangkabau authors tend to be with
liberation techniques and Javanese male writers tend
to go through affirmation techniques. The social
criticism that they express in the novel becomes
effective because it is conveyed within the normative
framework of its society. In terms of the issue of
gender relations, the two male authors of modern
Indonesian literature Minangkabau and Javanese
colors of have put together the literary texts that they
produce as learning media for gender equality
relations for their communities.
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