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Abstract.  Education is a hot topic in modern society and a stage that everyone 
has to go through. Education is not stagnant but constantly evolving, and English 
education has gradually become a focus in the field of education. Nowadays, 
people pay increasing attention to the improvement of English education level. 
In view of the influence factors of Chinese compulsory education stage of Eng-
lish teaching, the paper finds many different aspects in various literature, news 
and Internet. At the same time, the corresponding measures from the perspectives 
of individual, family, school and society are put forward as well. The factors af-
fecting education are numerous and complex, including long-term factors and 
transient factors, which are personal, family, school, social education administra-
tion department and so on. This paper chooses to analyze from the perspectives 
of gender, family background, urban and rural differences and educational ideas, 
and combines the reality with the perspective of the future development of Chi-
nese students' learning and English teaching progress, so as to conduct better 
teaching. 
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1 Introduction 

English is a language which is in common use. With social life information and eco-
nomic globalization developing rapidly, the status of English keeps rising. As one of 
the most essential information carriers, English has become the most widely used lan-
guage in all fields of human life. Given that people have the desire to keep pace with 
international standards and learn advanced international scientific and cultural 
knowledge, it would undoubtedly be better for people to master the English language.  

In China, the boom in English learning has never abated. English has been listed as 
one of the major subjects in the process of the compulsory education of students for 
long, through which the importance of English in Chinese’s hearts can be seen. Under 
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China's current education system, foreign languages are compulsory courses in basic 
education, among which English is the most important one in the foreign language cur-
riculums. Whether a student has the ability of learning English well is even linked to 
whether he or she can go to a higher school. In the stage of compulsory education, 
students in China not only have to take numerous tests and examinations, but they also 
have to pass unified English examinations administered by local education committees 
or the National Education Examination Authority in order to enter senior high schools 
and universities of higher quality [1]. In the case of exam-centered education mode, 
which is extremely typical and universal in China, the increasing widespread of the 
tendency of parents’ as well as teachers’ attention being paid on the academic perfor-
mance namely the test scores of students instead of what the students have learned in-
deed can also be served as the result of that. Additionally, this circumstance may lead 
to students’ consideration that their learning of English would be used only for acquir-
ing satisfying test scores, which would not only influence students’ interests of learning 
English negatively but also reduce the practicability of English for them, where the 
adverse impacts of Chinese exam-oriented education are reflected [2].  

The evolution path of compulsory English education in China will be long and pro-
spective [1]. In the implementation process of exam-centered mode of education in 
China, diverse kinds of issues do occur as well. For instance, the problem of the dise-
quilibrium of the distribution of education resources caused by the urban-rural differ-
ence in China is undoubtedly obvious. Due to the imbalance of educational resources 
in China, the learning and living conditions of students in rural areas have been the 
reasons leading to long-term lag in English education and learning [3]. Afterall, the 
economy development as well as the extent of opening to the outside world in rural 
areas is inferior to the one in urban areas. Besides, in China's nine-year compulsory 
education, the phenomenon of educational inequity is still prominent because of the 
extremely uneven distribution of educational resources. Whether students can obtain 
qualified English education is closely related to their families' economic strength, par-
ents' social status and social privilege [4]. Some problems relating to various aspects 
such as gender, education background, educational philosophy, the attitudes of students 
also exist, all of which would be further discussed in the following part of the paper 
and suggestions regarding to these fields would be given as well.  

This paper is aimed at the research on the influencing factors of English teaching in 
compulsory education in China based on the mean of literature research method. The 
paper is divided into four parts. In the following part of this paper, the six influencing 
factors of Chinese compulsory English education would be discussed in detail. In the 
third part of the paper, several targeted advice and suggestions relating to the six con-
tributing factors mentioned in the former part would be put forward. The conclusion of 
the research in regard to would be drawn in the final part of the paper. From this paper, 
the reader would have a preliminary understanding of the influencing elements in the 
process of English compulsory education in China. On the condition that every student 
in the society gets education as much equal quality as possible, the society would step 
forward without any doubts, including the development of economy as well as the ad-
vance in the fields of science and technology owing to the fact that the compulsory 
education plays the role of laying the solid foundation of talents cultivation. In order to 
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achieve this significant purpose, the influencing issues that may cause obstacles ought 
to be found out and pertinent practical solutions should be offered, both of which are 
of vital significance regarding to the overall progress of compulsory education in China. 

2 Influencing Factors 

2.1 Gender 

Swedish educationist Thorsten Husen pointed out that educational equity includes start-
ing point equity, process equity and result equity. According to this dimension, the phe-
nomenon of gender gap among students in compulsory education can be analyzed from 
the three aspects of enrollment, process and result, which respectively correspond to 
guaranteeing equal enrollment opportunities for boys and girls, providing equal condi-
tions for boys and girls to achieve the same progress in learning, and making boys and 
girls achieve the same graduation conditions and output results. 

Equality at the beginning of education means that school-age children are not af-
fected by gender, ethnicity, economic status, living environment and other conditions, 
and should enjoy equal rights and opportunities to go to school. Access to education is 
mainly access to school. 

"Gender discrimination" and "educational injustice" began to appear in ancient 
China. But today in China, these two problems are not completely solved. There are 
still families where boys go to school and girls work, especially in some remote, back-
ward areas and ethnic minorities. The preference for sons over daughters still exists. 
This does not guarantee that boys and girls have the same educational base from the 
start. 

The first manifestation is the gender inequality of educational opportunities, which 
is the inequity at the starting point of education. There is no great difference in the 
urban center of our country, but in the urban fringe and the rural areas where our econ-
omy is relatively backward, the girls' dropout rate is relatively high [5]. Statistics from 
the Program for the Development of Chinese Children (2001-2010) show that the en-
rollment rate of school-age children in China is 98.8 percent, and the dropout rate of 
primary schools has decreased from 2.77 percent in 1990 to 1.01 percent in 1997, but 
this is only the overall situation of children. In fact, the dropout rate of girls is signifi-
cantly higher than that of boys. About 70% of the total loss and dropout [6]. In fact, not 
only girls, some middle school girls have to drop out of school to go out to work to earn 
money, some in order to reduce the family burden. 

The process of students in school is the greatest embodiment of the process of edu-
cation. As the premise of the continuation of education starting point equity and out-
come equity, education process equity refers to that students can receive educational 
influence in accordance with their knowledge and ability level in the school education 
process, and can enjoy school education resources and participate in education and 
teaching activities in a fair way in the classroom and teaching level. The influence of 
gender on the academic achievement of junior high school students does exist. Gender 
is an important way to influence junior high school students' English learning achieve-
ment. Boys' English learning is more difficult, their self-evaluation value is lower and 
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they are less frequently asked questions by teachers in class, all of which are important 
reasons for boys' poor English learning performance. Among the above three mediating 
effects, learning difficulty has the greatest contribution to the influence of gender on 
English learning performance, followed by self-evaluation value, and the least contri-
bution of teacher questioning [7]. It should be noted that the low self-evaluation value 
and the low frequency of teachers' questions and praise may lead to the weakening of 
boys' motivation in English learning, thus resulting in low scores. 

2.2 Family 

Only two levels of headings should be numbered. The influence of family on children's 
academic performance and non-cognitive output is mainly reflected at the individual 
level. The total effect of family income on education is 57.02%, accounting for more 
than half of the total difference. Children from higher-income families receive more 
and broader levels of education than children from ordinary families. In the simplest 
case, most children of families will choose to go to public schools, while most families 
with high assets will send their children to private schools or even international schools. 
This is enough to open up the level of education, and the most obvious difference be-
tween international schools and ordinary schools is English education. 

Burstall et al. (1975) argued that a successful early language learning experience not 
only promotes later language learning success, but also stimulates a more positive atti-
tude towards language learning. Higher-income families are better able to send their 
children to bilingual kindergartens, which provide children with multiple forms of Eng-
lish learning opportunities and are therefore more likely to provide excellent learning 
conditions and environments for children in the early years of English learning. 

Families with "high" and "medium" social power have better economic status, more 
social resources distribution, and more ability to provide better conditions and environ-
ment for children's English learning. However, the higher the parents' social power, the 
better their English scores. Students whose parents had "high" social power spent the 
most on English learning, but scored lower on average than those whose parents had 
"moderate" social power. This can be explained by the difference in interest of students 
from different parents' social power groups in English learning. 

English learning expenses are positively correlated with English test scores, that is 
to say, on the whole, the higher the English learning expenses, the higher the English 
test scores. Families with "high" social power and families with "medium" social power 
spend little difference on children's English learning, while families with "low" social 
power spend much more on children's English learning [4]. It can be seen that the influ-
ence of families on children's English learning is not only reflected in the economic 
investment in English learning, but also reflected in the care, support and encourage-
ment of parents for children's English learning. 

2.3 Education Background 

Most students in China receive a period of nine-year compulsory education under the 
background of test-centered education pattern. During the process that students are 
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being educated, their mother tongue, Chinese, is an indispensable medium, which can 
definitely play an active role in teaching, especially in language teaching. To further 
illustrate, the interaction between English teaching and mother tongue teaching in com-
pulsory teaching would be taken as an example. 

Nowadays, teachers might be faced with the dilemma of whether it is necessary to 
use mother tongue flexibly in foreign language teaching. This issue has become a topic 
that many teachers who teach the subjects that relate to language lay increasing empha-
sis on. As a sort of attempt, they are keeping an eye on applying mother tongue to the 
education of English teaching to some extent and balance the usage of the two kinds of 
language as well. With the compulsory English education in China continuously pro-
gressing, the positive role of mother tongue in foreign language teaching has been much 
more commonly recognized. However, students would be likely to fear the difficulties 
that may occur in their studying, serving as a result of teachers’ too much persistence 
on teaching in English and push students to read English passages or even original 
English texts [8]. Therefore, chances are that in English classes, instead of teaching in 
English alone, the teaching effect of assisted teaching with mother tongue will be better. 

The feasibility of using mother tongue to assist English teaching can be seen in the 
following aspects. 

First and foremost, students would be benefited from the positive transfer of mother 
tongue so that they are able to acquire relevant foreign language knowledge more read-
ily. Negative transfer or interference of the mother tongue is not the main cause of 
errors in English learning [8]. Actually, errors caused by mother tongue interference can 
be solved by comparing mother tongue with foreign language. 

Moreover, in terms of the influence of the thinking pattern of mother tongue on for-
eign language mindset, applying mother tongue to assist teaching will not hinder the 
cultivation of learners' English learning mindset [8]. It is inevitable for students to let 
their thinking patterns of their native language come into their minds when learning a 
foreign language for the first time. This moment, the impact of the thinking pattern of 
mother tongue would take effect so that students are able to construct English 
knowledge system more efficiently.  

Last but not least, the feasibility of applying mother tongue to the teaching of English 
also lies in the learning characteristics of Chinese students in compulsory education [8]. 
If students have the desire to understand the content of English class more thoroughly, 
namely grammar, or other component of the English language system, the teacher 
should at least explain it again in Chinese on the basis of English explanation due to 
the fact that students may not have learned English in a relatively systematical way in 
the process of the beginning of compulsory education. What’s more, rather than just 
letting the students get informed of the knowledge itself, for example, how to use a 
certain grammar point correctly, teachers ought to lay more emphasis on training their 
English language ability so as to help build their interests in English learning and guide 
the students to find their own methods as well as paces of acquisition of English stud-
ying. 
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2.4 Educational Philosophy 

Almost all schools in China are now "exam-oriented education". The content and pur-
pose of learning are all for the examination, layer by layer. The lack of practicality in 
class, weak hands-on ability and creativity of students, passive following the steps of 
teachers, and no learning methods of their own. In the aspect of English teaching, both 
speaking and writing are the weaknesses of students. Because the long-term study is 
for exams, students have no chance to apply what they have learned and put it into the 
real environment. Therefore, the English knowledge they have learned is far from that 
of native English speakers. 

2.5 Urban-rural Differences 

Education balance is an important condition for building a harmonious society, whereas 
regional difference is regarded as one of the reasons that causes the inequality in Eng-
lish compulsory education. Inequality exists between regions in English compulsory 
education. For instance, a gap of English education in Zhejiang and Shanghai does ex-
ist. To illustrate, Shanghai places more emphasis on communication and oral language 
in the period of compulsory education than that of Zhejiang [3]. To have the point illus-
trated more detailly, speaking ability would be taken as an example. Various degree of 
attention is paid on this ability in different regions in China, leading to Chinese educa-
tion patterns’ regional differences in English teaching. In big cities in China such as 
Beijing and Shanghai, teachers and parents tend to pay more attention to training stu-
dents’ spoken English, which lies in the fact that the economy in Shanghai is more 
developed and citizens in Shanghai are more likely to go abroad or send their children 
overseas, hence speaking ability is laid much emphasis on, whereas in underdeveloped 
areas, owing to the fact that the economy is far less developed compared to that in 
developed areas, where few opportunities of overseas exchanges or international com-
munication are provided, resulting in the students tendency of thinking about taking the 
test as well as having their test score improved only [3]. 

The serious imbalance in the development of urban and rural education can be re-
flected in the income gap between urban and rural areas as well. The total effect of 
family income on education is 57.02%, accounting for more than half of the total dif-
ference, indicating that education is an endogenous product of social economy. In other 
words, the urban-rural income gap results in the urban-rural education gap. However, 
the characteristic effect (-0.0571) of the income gap generated by the transfer payment 
of families on the education gap even exceeds the impact of the non-transfer income 
gap of families on it (-0.0512) [9]. On the one hand, the figure shows that the impact of 
transfer payment on the income structure of families is becoming increasingly obvious, 
which is becoming an essential source of family income. On the other hand, the widen-
ing of transfer payment gap between urban and rural areas not only affects the welfare 
of urban and rural residents, but also impacts families' educational decisions in a nega-
tive way. 

Correspondingly, the widening of income gap causes a significant gap in educational 
input, which is obviously inferred from the figure of the characteristic effect as well as 
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coefficient effect of per capita educational input of families, which respectively ac-
counts for 6.66% and -16.97%. In addition to the intercept term, coefficient effect is 
viewed as the most obvious method to narrow the gap between urban and rural areas. 
As is mentioned above, the impact of urban and rural education preference and oppor-
tunity cost and other recessive factors on education level is mainly reflected through 
the indirect adjustment of family income (0. 0222) and recessive factors take the roles 
of narrowing the gap in education input. The characteristic effect of public education 
input is 2.18% and the coefficient effect is -3.13% [9]. Nevertheless, compared with the 
transfer income which is government policy means, the effect of public input on edu-
cation is not obvious in our country. It is without any doubt that public education input 
plays an important role in bridging the gap between urban and rural education. 

2.6 Attitudes of the Students 

According to the essay Exploring the Influence of English Subject Reform in China’s 
Compulsory Education System, the researchers raise the question of the learners’ mo-
tivations to learn English in China and then demonstrate and discuss the findings of 
their research which are based from the interview that they organized from the perspec-
tive of instrumental motivation. The researchers find that most interviewers have re-
ceived nine years of compulsory education, and they all chose to study abroad. As for 
international students from non-English-speaking countries, they are required to pass 
at least one of the tests ranging from TOEFL, IELTS, GRE, GMAT or other English 
tests [10]. The researchers also find that for most interviewers, English is an indispensa-
ble tool for studying abroad and living. What’s more, some interviewees consider that 
English may be used in their future work such as working as a teacher or working in 
international journalism. Therefore, most interviewers believe that English, as a nine-
year compulsory education, is still necessary for students to study. Moreover, when it 
comes to the various kinds of languages in the world, the difficulty of English is mod-
erate for all learners, which is due to the fact that English has abandoned some of the 
complicated grammar of continental European languages in the process of its evolution, 
making the degree of inflection greatly reduced. 

3 Suggestions 

3.1 Policies at the National Level 

English education plays relatively high personal and social marginal roles in basic ed-
ucation. In particular, Chinese governments ought to put valid measures into effect so 
as to cultivate more international talents to lead to the further progress in global tech-
nological and cultural innovation that China would make in the future. In order to 
achieve this goal, English compulsory education ought to be developed as a tool by the 
authorities to motivate the students to get to know about the whole world and globali-
zation gradually, which is able to boost their interests of developing international skills 
or talents as well. Therefore, English should not be abolished in the nine-year 
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compulsory education. It can also be concluded that in English education, improving 
quality and efficiency and fairness are not contradictory but mutually reinforcing. 

The government and relevant departments such as the Education Bureau should 
strengthen supervision. Publishing houses should compile teaching materials that pro-
mote gender equality and challenge gender stereotypes. Gender issues should also be 
included in the curriculum when setting curriculum objectives in schools, and strict 
examination should be conducted to ensure that teaching materials promote the concept 
of gender equality. What’s more, the government and schools should give teachers 
more opportunities to go out to study, learn from private or international schools, learn 
from their excellent foreign language education model, introduce advanced technology 
model, and give teachers in public school room for progress and students more oppor-
tunities to learn. The examination system and examination methods need to get re-
formed as well. 

3.2 Measures That Can Be Carried Out from the Aspect of Gender 

Firstly, authorities should build the ability of teachers, school staff and students to solve 
gender stereotypes, promote the concept of gender equality and strengthen the concept 
of gender equality in each family. School teachers set more parent-child activities to 
promote family harmony, communication between different families, communication 
between parents and children, so as to achieve equal treatment of children of different 
genders by parents. 

Secondly, school interventions include school-wide activities such as language and 
games, digital technology and ideological education lectures, as well as a focus on guid-
ing students to choose careers based on their interests. 

Last but not least, the education sector should further its efforts to promote projects 
and programs aimed at eliminating gender stereotypes in primary and secondary edu-
cation. To ensure that policies and interventions can be effective, it is key to consider 
the diversity of students. Policies and actions that promote partnerships with local com-
munities and other organizations. 

3.3 Suggestions for Families 

From family aspect, families with low income should keep an optimistic attitude, do 
not give their children too much pressure, and parents should not pass on negative en-
ergy to their children. From student aspect, it would be better for students to develop 
their own interest in learning. The school encourages and supports students with strong 
English learning ability or potential to go out to exchange opportunities. 

3.4 Methods That Can Be Taken at Schools 

As is mentioned in the second part of this paper, the intervention of mother tongue 
ought to be carried out in compulsory English teaching. The past method of burying the 
teachers themselves in teaching should be replaced and cooperation of the exploration 
of more effective and reasonable teaching methods need to be implemented since the 
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classification of language teaching methods do not exist according to different kinds of 
languages. Teachers ought to establish active contact between the mother tongue lan-
guage and the foreign language so as to make students' mother tongue and English de-
velopment and improvement as a common goal [8]. What they need to do is to eliminate 
the rough and extract the essence as well as effectively and reasonably use these coop-
erative teaching methods to achieve the teaching objectives. 

Owing to the exam-oriented education mode in China, students tend to have few 
opportunities to think a certain problem in the way they want to. Instead, they are re-
quired to think and express their point of views in the way what the standard answers 
indicate since if they do not think in these patterns, chances are that they may witness 
a loss shown through their test scores, which might cause negative effects on their study 
career. To make the condition better, attempts ought to be carried out from various 
aspects. On one hand, the school should give more opportunities to practice. Teachers 
should give the school more time and opportunities to learn independently in class, 
communicate students' ideas, interact more, input and output coexist, and give students 
more opportunities to think, practice and practice. On the other hand, students should 
also pay more attention to the cultivation of self-consciousness and the improvement 
of innovation ability. 

4 Conclusion 

As the economy grows, so does the level of education. English education is a very 
important part of the education system. The desire of learning English at a favorable 
degree has also become the pursuit of most students. However, it is still far from enough 
to rely on students' own efforts. The internal and external environment of family and 
society is also the key.  

The needs of the development of the times ought to be conformed to education. Dur-
ing this process, education should be combined with the characteristics of the develop-
ment of the times and adjust the pace of the times. After that, the students would better 
integrate into the process of social economic development, serving as a measure of 
developing China’s socialist modernization. Therefore, in the field of compulsory Eng-
lish education, educators not only need to reflect fully on the value and development of 
English education as well as promote teaching fairness, but they are also supposed to 
spare no efforts to make students get the same level of education from the perspective 
of innovation driven and explore the path of modern development of English education. 
In this way, English education would better meet the requirements of the new era and 
promote the all-round growth and development of students. To sum up, the aspects 
listed are definitely essential. Attentions need to be attracted and all sectors of the active 
cooperation ought to be carried out for the common progress of education. 
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