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Abstract. Kahuripan Airlangga Sidoarjo culture is still a piece that has yet to be 

integrated into a series of valuable works that the public can enjoy. This research 

aims to explore the Kahuripan Airlangga Sidoarjo culture through literacy to gain 

more information about the history of Kahuripan Airlangga. The method used 

was a qualitative case study by conducting observations and interviews with the 

Sidoarjo Arts Council (Dekesda) to explore the Kahuripan Airlangga culture. The 

results showed that cultural activists who observed cultural sites, such as the Ka-

malagyan Inscription, found a series of royal stories in Sidoarjo. In terms of ac-

tivities, a Wayang Silat Jawosogo show is taken from the story of Tambak 

Kalisogo village. The participation of all parties is still needed to trace the cul-

tural literacy of Kahuripan Airlangga Sidoarjo. It is expected that the complete 

data will become a historical document describing the glory of the Kahuripan 

Airlangga so that the younger generation can understand the cultural history of 

the nation, as well as appreciate the local wisdom of Sidoarjo. 
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1. Introduction 

The rise of media as a significant influence on human life has contributed to literacy 

development. Therefore, we must strive to cultivate literacy in Indonesia so that stu-

dents can make reading and writing activities a scientific tradition and discussions their 

routine. To enhance the quality of education and resources generated during the learn-

ing process, the government achieved a significant milestone by implementing a mass 

school literacy movement. It promotes literacy among the Indonesian nation’s golden 

generation, fulfilling their need for information and reading [1], [2]. 

Notably, cultural literacy is an approach to understanding the social and cultural fac-

tors that influence our lives. It includes bodies of knowledge, social practices, individ-

ual and group identities, and cultural artifacts. It involves comprehending and analyzing 

various cultural manifestations, including cultural artifacts, through applying skills and 

knowledge intrinsic to Literary and Cultural Studies. The perspective views these ele-

ments as comprehensible through reading or interpretation. It provides a method for  
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examining social and cultural phenomena, focusing on issues of change and mobility 

through a literary lens [3], [4]. 

In this article, the researchers are eager to explore Sidoarjo culture because some 

Sidoarjo villages have fascinating folklore, an agricultural heritage, a trading history 

that spanned rivers, and a religious institution that persisted despite the community’s 

shift from Hinduism to Islam. Three defining characteristics endure in Sidoarjo: agri-

culture, commerce, and spiritual practice. These three traits have persisted since the 

Kahuripan Airlangga, Majapahit, and Islamic eras through to the present day. Oral folk-

lore (or origin stories) is passed down across generations. These stories contain valuable 

wisdom to be explored as an alternative approach to independent learning and have 

meaningful and philosophical values regarding social justice [5]. 

The existence of Kahuripan culture can be explored by recording information from 

historians and culturalists about the early history of Kahuripan culture in Sidoarjo. Cul-

tural research is also done by observing historical sites related to the history of Kahuri-

pan Airlangga, such as the Kamalagyan inscription, Dermo Temple, and other historical 

sites. Furthermore, the observation and cultural exploration results of Kahuripan Air-

langga were studied in-depth by conducting discussions with experts to formulate find-

ings in the form of written literacy about the history of Kahuripan Airlangga in Sidoarjo. 

The findings were developed into folklore, poetry, film, and story ideas in a theater 

about the history of Kahuripan Airlangga Sidoarjo. 

Kahuripan (aka Medang Kamulan) was one of the largest kingdoms led by Prabu 

Airlangga (990-1049 AD) during the 11th century [6]. Prabu Airlangga was not only 

the founder of the kingdom. He also ruled it as the solitary king. Initially, the jurisdic-

tion of Kahuripan only covered Sidoarjo, Pasuruan, and parts of Mojokerto. Airlangga 

explains the royal dispute over the creation of Kahuripan. This dispute led to the divi-

sion of the kingdom into Daha and Jenggala [7]. Several historians claim that Kahuripan 

was situated in the current Sidoarjo area, as documented in the Kamalagyan inscription, 

which remains preserved in the Krian-Sidoarjo area. Airlangga’s great civilization 

should be a source of cultural pride for the people of Sidoarjo, and the story of Sidoarjo 

residents who inherited King Airlangga’s charm can serve as a basis for excellent liter-

acy through folklore studies. The relics of Kahuripan, such as the Kamalagyan Inscrip-

tion, Reog Cemandi, and Wayang Gagrag Porongan, hold great potential for inspiring 

literary works that contribute to preserving the original Sidoarjo culture. 

Hanindita [8] analyzed the importance of heroism in Kyai Hasan Mukmin and the 

potential use of heroic values as teaching material. The study discovered that the heroic 

virtues inherent to Kyai Hasan Mukmin consisted of tenacity, self-sacrifice, leadership, 

role model, perseverance, relentless, and pioneer. These heroic values are helpful as 

teaching materials for character education described through the narrative text entitled 

“Kyai Hasan Mukmin, Hero of Sidoarjo.” This study focuses on how the Sidoarjo Art 

Council (Dekesda) oversees all activities related to arts and culture in Sidoarjo.  
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2. Method 

This study is qualitative case research. Baxter and Jack described investigating linguis-

tic phenomena, social identity, digital and spatial analysis, and multimodal texts using 

creative literacy practices [9]. A case study was selected as appropriate for examining 

how the culture of Kahuripan Airlangga Sidoarjo is explored through literacy. To col-

lect information, the researchers used observation and unstructured in-depth interviews 

to investigate the process of exploring Kahuripan Airlangga culture in Sidoarjo. The 

research participants are three people from the literary department. The following is the 

instrument used to collect data. This instrument comprises actors, various activities, 

target groups, and partners adapted from Kurnia and Astuti[10]. 

 
Table 1. Research Instrument 

No. Indicators Questions 

1. Cultural Literacy 

forms 

1. What are the forms of cultural literacy in Kahuripan 

Airlangga Sidoarjo? 

2. How can cultural mapping be conducted in Kahuripan 

Airlangga Sidoarjo? 

2. Actors 1. Who are the actors involved in exploring Kahuripan 

Sidoarjo culture? 

2. How do Sidoarjo’s cultural actors contribute to the de-

velopment of cultural literacy? 

3. A range of activ-

ities 

1. How does the exploration of Sidoarjo’s cultural arts 

take place? Explain some of the activities in detail. 

2. How can we improve the quality of cultural explora-

tion? 

3. How can the cultural exploration of Sidoarjo be im-

proved? Explain in detail the activities that have been 

done. 

4. How can we improve the quality of cultural explora-

tion in Sidoarjo? 

4. Target groups 

and partners 

 

1. Who manages Kahuripan Airlangga Sidoarjo’s cul-

tural exploration activities? 

2. Who are the current participants in the cultural explo-

ration activities of Kahuripan Airlangga Sidoarjo? 

3. Does the Sidoarjo community actively participate in 

activities organized by the Sidoarjo Dekesda related to 

the development of Kahuripan Airlangga cultural liter-

acy? 

4. How do you plan to continue the current activities? 

5. What are your expectations for Kahuripan Airlangga 

Sidoarjo’s cultural literacy development? 
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Collecting data starts with identifying the case study—exploring the cultural literacy 

of Kahuripan Airlangga Sidoarjo. The collected data is then analyzed in the following 

steps: Once interviews are conducted, the data is transcribed and condensed. The 

observation results are reduced by selecting those in line with the research theme and 

the results of the research subjects’ interviews. The data is in four main categories: 

actors, activities, target groups, and partners in Kahuripan Airlangga culture in 

Sidoarjo. 

3. Findings and Discussion 

3.1. Cultural Literacy Forms 

During the reign of King Airlangga in the Kahuripan Kingdom, several inscriptions 

were issued, including the Kamalagyan inscription of 1037 AD. It indicates his success 

in reconciliation and advancement. Besides Kamalagyan, there were multiple inscrip-

tions published during King Airlangga’s reign, including the Kakurugan I (1023 AD / 

945 Saka), Kakurugan II (1023 AD / 945), Terep I (1032 AD / 954 Saka), and Terep II 

(1023 AD / 945 Saka) (Astriana and Wisnu 2019). The findings showed that the cultural 

literacy of Kahuripan Airlangga Sidoarjo in the form of text—reading the Kamalagyan 

inscription—is still accessible in the Klagen hamlet of Tropodo village, Krian sub-dis-

trict. Oral narratives, e.g., the Medalem, Pamotan, and Tawang Alun temples, provide 

additional information. 

Dekesda (Sidoarjo Arts Council) is currently conducting a culture mapping project 

in which data is collected from associations and art communities across Sidoarjo. Those 

communities are invited to fill out printed or online forms. Findings identify character-

istics of art and culture groups or individuals who contribute to Kahuripan Airlangga 

culture. 

 

 

3.2. Actors 
 

Many cultural and historical communities and Macapat associations actively explore 

Kahuripan culture. It is one of the contributions of Sidoarjo’s active cultural arts actors 

in developing cultural literacy by collecting historical data through relics of historical 

objects, including inscriptions, temples, building ruins, serat babad, and more. In de-

veloping cultural literacy, the Macapat society made songs related to Kahuripan’s 

themes and later performed them. The younger generation requires knowledge about 

local wisdom to establish the original character of their community’s culture. Ancestors 

pass this knowledge down, and it has been adapted to the community’s conditions. A 

performance with local wisdom creates an understanding and appreciation for the 

meaning of folklore and improves thinking skills that enable the interpretation of leg-

ends. For instance, presenting the folklore Sarip Tambak Oso among two generations 

of young children at the TK Dharmawanita Persatuan I Terung Kulon 1 Krian [11].  
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Fig 

Figure. 1. Dekesda’s R&D team observed the Kamalagyan Inscription. 

 

 

Figure 1 portrays the R&D team of Dekesda observing the Kamalagyan inscription. 

The Council visited the area, arranged cultural events, and researched oral stories con-

nected to the Kahuripan artifacts. The team found that the Kediri Kingdom issued this 

inscription to regulate the waters of the Brantas River. This inscription contains news 

about improving transportation facilities on the Brantas River to facilitate the transpor-

tation of trade goods from upstream to downstream areas in Hujung Galuh. King Air-

langga ordered the construction of the Waringin Sapta Dam to improve the water trans-

portation route.  

In addition, the source of cultural stories can serve as inspiration for developing 

teaching materials in schools. Anwar, Ardhianti, and Astuti [12] conducted a Writing 

Story Training for Kindergarten and Elementary School teachers in Wonomlati village, 

Krembung, Sidoarjo, on the subtheme of Plot Development. It is noteworthy to under-

stand better the concept of crafting stories for children, particularly related to language, 

story content, and character development. After comprehending various concepts, the 

participants practiced creating a chronological sequence of events to develop the story-

line. The story sequence was then balanced with descriptions and dialogue while still 

paying attention to language, character, and character education emphasized for chil-

dren.  

 

3.3. Range of Activities 
 

The historical community of Sidoarjo has collected extensive data and analyzed histor-

ical and cultural artifacts through discussion. Figure 2 below shows the Paguyuban 

Sloko Gading activities: Kahuripan Majapahit Cultural Workshop. Based on the 

Exploring Kahuripan Airlangga Sidoarjo Culture through Literacy             219



interviews with the chairman of the Sidoarjo Arts Council, the key to enhancing the 

quality of cultural arts exploration lies in studying the Kahuripan cultural heritage, in-

cluding both physical and folklore aspects, to create new works of art that can be uti-

lized for learning and economic development. It is imperative to preserve and protect 

this heritage and interpret it to convey its significance and value to future generations. 

Maulana and Lodra investigated the relationship between empirical experience and 

character development in fine art [13]. The study revealed that all artists-generated art-

works entail exploring and reinterpreting symbols, myths, spiritual values, and religious 

themes in a singular painting. 

 

 
Figure. 2. Sloko Gading society activites: Kahuripan Majapahit Cultural Workshop 

Susilo et al. [14] organized a Wayang Silat Jawisogo performance for the community 

to promote local wisdom and cultural preservation and foster a love for Indonesia 

among the younger generation of Tambak Kalisogo and Sidoarjo. This activity was 

conducted to remind the community, especially the present generation, that there was a 

heroic event in Tambak Kalisogo about the resistance against the Dutch colonizers 

through Silat Jawisogo. Based on the results of interviewing the Wayang Silat Jawisogo 

makers, the information obtained is that the Silat Jawisogo story has similarities with 

the Sarip Tambak Oso story, namely  

hting colonialism and resisting injustice [14]. The Silat Jawisogo story has existed 

for a long time but only as an oral story with few narrators. The story was obtained 

from Mrs. Alimah, a kindergarten teacher in Tambak Kalisogo village, who told the 

story from the beginning of the establishment of Tambak Kalisogo village to the strug-

gle against the Dutch colonizers.  
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Figure. 3. The appearance of Wayang Silat Jawisogo 

The village of Tambak Kalisogo, a village in the Jabon subdistrict of Sidoarjo, in-

spired the puppets shown in Figure 3. The village is located near the coastal ponds and 

is divided by the Porong River. This story is based on an oral story without text, which 

is then told by puppets. In addition, Pratama and Islam also researched the Banjar Ke-

muning Dance, a traditional female dance from Sidoarjo, the shrimp city. The comic is 

optimized for gadget users as it is elongated downward for ease of use on the Webtoon 

app and is aimed at young comic enthusiasts [15]. 

 

3.4 Target Groups 

 

Active participants in the Kahuripan Airlangga Sidoarjo Cultural Art Exploration ac-

tivities include history and art enthusiasts, students, teachers, lecturers, and profession-

als from various backgrounds. Despite the small number of active participants com-

pared to the total population of Sidoarjo, the community has not yet recognized Si-

doarjo’s potential as the inheritor of the great Kahuripan culture. The plan for 2024 is 

to hold several festivals that embody the spirit of Kahuripan civilization and utilize 

Kahuripan-related skills, including the Kahuripan Keroncong Music Festival, Wayang 

Porongan Parade, Kahuripan Gamelan Generation Festival, and Kahuripan Painting Art 

Market. It is expected that there will be cooperation with community partners who can 

transfer the knowledge of Kahuripan literacy skills to each other so that the activity 

plan can feel the character of the Kahuripan. 
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Figure. 4. Paguyuban Jenggala Manik traces the culture of Kahuripan Airlangga. 

Tracing cultural sites is still carried out by cultural activists, as shown in Figure 4, 

where Paguyuban Jenggala Manik conducts a cultural trail of Kahuripan Airlangga. 

From the results of interviews with them, some communities have succeeded in finding 

Mahakala statues and ancient bricks that make up the Kedung Keras temple in Tulan-

gan, Sidoarjo. 

Prawoto et al. [16] indicated that literacy is significant in education, particularly for 

teachers and students. Literacy problems can be addressed by enhancing literacy skills 

and knowledge in schools, promoting a culture of cooperation among students that em-

phasizes literacy, fostering more significant interest in reading through skills develop-

ment, disseminating best practices in literacy education, and building models of practi-

cal literacy cooperation, such as among teachers within and across disciplines, between 

teachers and students, and among students.  

Education and culture are closely intertwined, having evolved as human civilization 

developed. Ideally, the advancement of education should not be dissociated from cul-

ture, as education not only preserves and cultivates culture but also serves as a micro-

cosm of communal existence. Education that can foster the next generation should em-

body values of stability, tolerance, diversity, openness to change, and adaptability. Ed-

ucation and culture are interconnected and should complement each other, adapting to 

the context of the educational environment. Indonesia’s diverse cultural landscape 

should ideally be the foundation for academic development [17]. 

Sujantoko et al. [18] examined Sidoarjo Batik in-depth, highlighting that Batik pat-

terns encapsulate philosophical values. It is necessary to preserve them by promoting 

the interest and passion of the younger generation. One effort involves introducing var-

ious marine-themed Batik designs and production processes. The target audience for 

exploring the culture of Kahuripan Sidoarjo can encompass all levels of society, includ-

ing cultural proponents and artisans, such as Batik craftsmen from Sidoarjo and others. 

The goal is for artisans and communities to maintain Batik as the archipelago’s top-

quality product and cultural heritage. 
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3.4. Partners 

 

The Sidoarjo Ancient Period Historical Society and the Malik Ibrahim Culture House 

are the most active communities in the scientific study of Airlangga’s Kahuripan cul-

ture. Cultural activist groups, such as Jagad Suwung, Mojopahit Bangkit, LP2BN, Jeng-

gala Manik, Kinanti, and Sekar Kawedar, explore the philosophies and folklore of Ka-

huripan-Jenggala-Majapahit through Macapat songs. Dekesda’s R&D team gathered 

data on cultural history with the potential to become works of art to establish the iden-

tity of a typical Sidoarjo art character based on the spirit of the great Kahuripan civili-

zation.  

Setyorini and Masulah [19] collaborated with five elementary schools under the 

management of Muhammadiyah Sidoarjo. Two teachers from each school were nomi-

nated to participate in a creative writing workshop from July to September 2019. The 

workshop adopted the Project-Based Learning approach, where the participating teach-

ers developed a children’s literature writing project. This activity benefits teachers by 

familiarizing them with literacy and improving their ability to write children’s litera-

ture, especially pictures and short stories. 

Amandangi, Mulyati, and Yulianeta [20] compiled folklore enrichment materials to 

improve literacy skills and form literary appreciation experiences for BIPA learners. In 

designing appropriate materials, conducting a needs analysis activity is necessary so 

that the enrichment materials designed can be well received. Teachers must prepare 

folklore enrichment materials to improve literary appreciation and cultural literacy 

skills. Innovating folklore enrichment materials for BIPA learners in content or 

knowledge with local wisdom, tourism, and social values is necessary.  

5. Conclusion 

The Sidoarjo Arts Council (Dekesda) has been involved in exploring the cultural herit-

age of Kahuripan Airlangga in Sidoarjo, along with the historical societies, cultural 

associations, cultural actors, and even some people from various professional back-

grounds who have actively participated. Sidoarjo citizens are willing to become key 

partners in developing the Sidoarjo Techno Park of Cultural Sciences to deepen the 

exploration of Kahuripan Airlangga culture through literacy. This cultural literacy 

study marks the beginning of the creation of historical texts of Sidoarjo Regency, one 

of which is a historical document describing the glory of the Kahuripan Airlangga 

Kingdom so that the younger generation can understand the nation’s cultural history 

while appreciating the local wisdom of Sidoarjo. 
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