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Abstract. Strengthening religious character is very much needed to face the ef-

fects of changing times that have resulted in the moral degradation of today's 

young generation. Previous research on character education has shown unsatis-

factory results regarding the character and behavior of the younger generation, 

including elementary school students. This study aims to determine the applica-

tion of religious character education to students and to find out the obstacles of 

teachers in implementing religious character education during the Covid 19 pan-

demic. This research is a type of qualitative case study research. The research 

location is in SD IT Top Kids Sokaraja, Banyumas Regency. The research sub-

jects were selected through the purposive sampling technique. Data collection 

techniques in this study are interviews, observation, and documentation The re-

search data were taken using interview, observation, and documentation tech-

niques. The data obtained were then tested for validity using technical triangula-

tion and source triangulation. The results showed that the application of religious 

characters to students at SD IT Top Kids Sokaraja was still carried out even dur-

ing the pandemic. The program of activities that are still carried out as a form of 

application of religious character while studying from home: are Tahfidz Al-

Quran, Muraja`ah Qur'an, Tasmi`, Duha prayer, and Dhuhur prayer. The findings 

of this research can serve as an example for other agencies because many schools 

experience obstacles in carrying out learning during the pandemic so the learning 

process is less effective. However, at SD IT Top Kids, the learning process is still 

ongoing and at the same time still consistently applies religious characteristics to 

students. Moreover, a religious character is one of the most important character-

istics that must be possessed by students in creating an intelligent generation 

while still upholding the values of Islamic character. 
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1 Introduction 

The urgency of character education is currently strengthening and has become the most 

frequently discussed issue and has become a national issue of education in Indonesia. 

The Indonesian government makes this topic a priority because character education is  
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an important pillar in the life of the nation [1]. With the strong character possessed by 

a country, it will make the country a dignified country and of course, respected by other 

countries. [2].  The strengthening of the topic of character education is the impact of 

the current phenomenon of the moral decline of the younger generation. The phenom-

enon of moral decline in students, is one of the impacts of the condition of society which 

is in a phase of social change in the face of the era of globalization [3]. Currently, 

character education and national culture are experiencing various problems. Among 

them are the shifting of life values, and the fading and weakening of the nation's cultural 

values due to the impact of the entry of various foreign cultures that are not in accord-

ance with the character of the nation. This has led to the emergence of many cases 

reported in the media such as violence, brawls, pornography, and drugs [1]. This is 

reinforced by Esmael's statement that the problem of character in Indonesia has basi-

cally been in the spotlight of various groups because it has an impact on various nega-

tive cases that arise. [4] 

The application of character education at the elementary school level has been 

regulated in Permendikbud number 20 of 2018 concerning strengthening character 

education in formal education units. [5]. So strengthening character education is 

something that must be implemented at the elementary school level [6]. The inculcation 

of character values has the aim that students are able to become intelligent individuals 

and have characters that are based on Pancasila [7]. Among the existing character 

values, religious character values are the most important character values that must be 

applied to today's young generation. Facing a constantly changing era, students need 

religious characters to fortify the negative influences of the times. In this case, students 

must comply with religious regulations and act according to religious regulations. 

Religion is obeying all God's commands and staying away from all of God's 

prohibitions. Religion has a good influence on human attitudes and behavior. A person 

will easily adapt to others when he has religious values and will not behave defiantly 

like most children or teenagers today. Religion is very influential on the attitudes shown 

by students. Students who have a good level of religiosity are likely to produce good 

behavior as well. 

Lately, the religious attitude is very reduced in each individual person. This can be 

proven by the increase in crime and violence [8]. In fact, it is very sad that deviant 

behavior does not only occur or be carried out by people with low education, but also 

by people who have a high level of education, including students. During the Covid 19 

pandemic, violations of norms and laws committed by students and teenagers tend to 

increase [9]. This is because the supervision and role of educational institutions, namely 

schools, during the COVID-19 pandemic were more or less disrupted in carrying out 

learning and inculcating character in students [10]. Several studies on the behavior of 

the community and students during the pandemic also showed less encouraging results. 

The results of research by the Cross-Feminist Association showed that there were many 

new victims of violence during the pandemic, namely 22% of respondents stated that 

this was the first time they were victims of violence [11], [12]. Even on a global scope, 

such as in Australia and the United States, study results show that there has been an 

increase in violence during the Covid-19 pandemic. With all the limitations, online 

learning during the pandemic also affects the implementation of character education 

330             A. Nugroho and M. M. Ropendhy



based on local cultural values [13]. In addition, gadget addiction during the pandemic 

is also experienced by students, especially at the elementary school level. As a result, 

there is a change in students' social behavior such as unstable emotions, not wanting to 

socialize, and not caring about the surrounding environment  [14]. In addition to having 

an impact on behavior change, the learning process during the pandemic also has an 

impact on student achievement [15].  This research is also reinforced by Goncalves' 

research in his article which shows that Covid 19 greatly affects the lifestyle and 

behavior of students in France [16]. 

Some of the examples above reflect that the pandemic that occurs tends to have an 

unfavorable impact on the behavior and character of students. So it is necessary to 

strengthen character values, especially religious characters. This is because basically, 

the religious character is the foundation of running life. The rapid development of 

science and technology certainly brings positive and negative impacts. The negative 

side that continues to accumulate causes accumulation and has an impact on shifting 

religious values [17]. However, character education must continue to be applied every 

day even though it is not easy. By studying and deepening the value of religious 

character, students can fortify themselves from various temptations that arise as a result 

of the times. The importance of character education has been widely studied by 

previous researchers. One of them is research at Stanford University which shows that 

87.5% of a person's success is determined by the attitude or character possessed by the 

individual [18]. These results are reinforced by research which shows that from a survey 

of 10,000 people who are considered successful and successful, it turns out that 85% of 

success is influenced by personality factors and the rest due to technical factors [19].  

Looking at the data above, it is undeniable that no matter how smart a person is, in 

the end, what determines a person's success is having good character and behavior  [20]. 

By studying religious character, it is hoped that students will be able to apply good 

deeds to others so that later they will not be influenced by an understanding that is not 

in accordance with Islamic teachings [21]. So that efforts to fortify humanity, especially 

the younger generation from various challenges and temptations, are important. One of 

the efforts is to continue to teach religious values in any situation [17]. This means that 

even during the COVID-19 pandemic, the spirit of instilling religious character should 

not be weakened and should still be prioritized [3].  Several previous studies have 

examined the inculcation of character values during the COVID-19 pandemic, but have 

not been specifically directed to religious character values. Based on the study above, 

the question arises what are the efforts of the school in order to instill religious character 

values during the Covid 19 pandemic? Because character education is something that 

must be implemented and instilled in students. This article seeks to describe how the 

elementary school's efforts to instill the value of religious character in students, 

especially in an unusual time, namely the Covid 19 pandemic. 

2 Method 

This research is a type of qualitative case study research. The research location is in SD 

IT Top Kids Sokaraja, Banyumas Regency. The research subjects were selected 
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through a purposive sampling technique, namely class teachers, religion teachers, 

school principals, 3 sixth grade students and 3 parents. The research was carried out 

using the Miles Huberman interactive model, namely; (1) collect data from the respond-

ents; (2) reduce data; (3) process and analyze data; (3) present data; (4) draw conclu-

sions. The data in this study were obtained and collected using interview, observation 

and documentation techniques. The data obtained were then tested for validity using 

technical triangulation and source triangulation. 

3 Result and Discussion   

Based on the results of the study, it was shown that during the COVID-19 pandemic 

and the implementation of the learning from home program, the values of religious 

character at SD Top Kids Banyumas were not fully implemented. There are only a few 

program activities that are still running, some of which are: 1) Tahfidz  Qur'an, 2) Mu-

raja`ah Qur'an, 3) Tasmi, 4) Dhuhur prayer and Duha prayer.  

3.1 Tahfidz Quran 

Tahfidz activities or memorizing the Qur'an is a mandatory series carried out by stu-

dents. The habit of memorizing the Koran continues as long as students receive educa-

tion at the Top Kids Sokaraja Integrated Islamic Elementary School. In this pandemic 

condition, learning at IT Top Kids Elementary School is carried out online, especially 

in class VI, however, students continue to follow online so that the application of reli-

gious character education can still be carried out. An excerpt from an interview with 

the principal is as follows: 

In the midst of the pandemic, we have made commitments with parents, and the pro-

grams that have been implemented at school are now being diverted at home. Accom-

panied by parents, sometimes with teachers via zoom or google meet and voice notes. 

Or the teacher practices delivered to parents. (KS_R1). 

What is conveyed by R1 is reinforced by the statements of other respondents (R3) 

Still implemented. We switch to platforms such as zoom etc to see the development 

of the Qur'an (GA   _R3) 

Still implemented. It keeps running sometimes via google meet, the zoom will be sent, 

and the link will continue to come in later, it's just checked one by one. Yes, read one 

by one (AA_R5) 

The statement above is reinforced by statements from class teachers, students and 

parents who state that tahfidz of the Qur'an is still running despite the current pandemic 

situation. The implementation is carried out online using the available platforms. The 

success of the Koran memorization program is targeted at grade VI students who mem-

orize a minimum of 2-3 juz. In addition, to further improve the implementation of tah-

fidz al-Qur'an, students are provided with colored Qur'ans consisting of 5 blocks of 

different colors, and this is reinforced by documentation in the form of colored Qur'anic 

images consisting of 5 blocks. 
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Fig. 1. Qur'an Five Blocks 

3.2 Muraja`ah Qur’an 

 

The results of the study stated that the continuation of the tahfidz Qur'an program 

was muraja`ah al-Qur'an, which was still running while learning from home. Students 

perform activities to repeat memorization in order to maintain the memory of the verses 

the Qur’an that have been memorized. As excerpted from the interview with the prin-

cipal as follows: 

Children are very fast in memorizing it, but that may be a disease of forgetting, so 

they forget quickly, that's why it is necessary to have muraja'ah or takhasus in the 

morning, specialize in the morning for muraja`ah Al-Qur'an. 

The above expression is reinforced by R3: 

Actually, if you read it often in muaraja'ah, it's actually not difficult to read it often. 

Yes, that's why it needs to be repeated to strengthen memorization. (GA_R3). 

Answers R1 and R3 were reinforced by the answers of class teachers and students 

who said that muraja`ah al-Quran continues to be carried out during the pandemic in 

order to maintain students' memorization of the Koran. This activity has implementa-

tion times at the beginning and at the end of the lesson. As said by R5 and R7 in the 

interview excerpt: 

There is also a muraja`ah of the Koran but yes, he can read it if he wants and after 

learning eg. (AA_R5) 

There is also a child's muraja`ah when they are going to online learning, Ms. 

(OAR_R7) 

The results of the interviews were supported by observations that stated that there 

was a Qur'an muraja'ah program that was carried out every time each lesson and after 

learning was finished. 

 

Fig. 2. Quran Muraja`ah Program 
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The picture above is part of the activities contained in the activity SOP. From the vari-

ous answers above related to muraja`ah in class VI SD IT Top Kids, it was stated that 

students while learning from home via online still carried out muraja`ah or repeating 

memorization at the beginning and end of learning. 

3.3 Tasmi`  

Based on the results of the study, it was stated that while studying from home, tasmi` 

activities as supporting activities for religious characters continued to run through me-

dia such as google meet and zoom. In addition, tasmi` is carried out every two weeks 

through the platform. The teacher will create a link that will be shared with the group 

so that parents can join when the tasmi` is held. 

 

Fig. 3. one of the activity processes using the Zoom platform 

3.4 Duha Prayer and Dhuhur Prayer 

Based on the results of the study, it was stated that the activities of dhuha and dhuhur 

prayers were certainly carried out in their respective homes with monitoring and guid-

ance from parents. The dhuha prayer is carried out before studying online in the morn-

ing, while the dhuhur prayer is carried out at the time of dhuhur combined during recess. 
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Fig. 4. Prayers During a Pandemic 

The picture above is a form of implementing student prayer services during the pan-

demic with parental supervision. Although the cultivation of religious character values 

continues, there are still some obstacles experienced by students. Constraints found in-

clude students' difficulties in memorizing long verses or letters in the Qur’an, the ability 

to remember, and student boredom during online learning. 

The learning process is one of the activities most affected by the Covid-19 pandemic 

that has hit almost all countries. Online learning activities have their own obstacles and 

challenges. [5]. However, the process of instilling religious character values in SD Top 

Kids is still ongoing. Forms of planting religious character in the form of; Tahfidz 

Qur'an, Muraja'ah, Tasmi', and Duha and Dhuhur prayers. The activities carried out at 

SD Top Kids are in line with previous research that forms of habituation in cultivating 

religious characters are one of them by praying together and reading the Qur'an. [4], 

[22], [23]. Another form of habituation as an effort to instill Islamic values can also be 

the rote method [24]. Islamic character values are important in order to instill 

intelligence in thinking and behaving  [25]. This is reinforced by the results of previous 

research which showed that there was a significant influence between Islamic values 

on student behavior in Aceh Province [26]. 

The ongoing process of instilling religious values in SD Top Kids during the 

pandemic is a positive thing and should be imitated. Because in many schools, the 

learning process at that time encountered many obstacles so the learning process and 

the cultivation of character values stopped [27], [28]. In order for learning activities to 

continue, innovation and struggle from the school are needed [29]. For schools that are 

still implementing character values during the pandemic, almost all of them use 

internet-based technology assistance, such as social media platforms or video 

conference media [30], [31], [32], [33], [34]. In addition to the platform above, there 

are also schools using the Learning Management System (LMS) [35]. However, the 

obstacles faced are still there. One of the obstacles to implementing character education 

during the pandemic is the limited interaction between teachers and students [36]. 

These online learning constraints make the quality not optimal so the implementation 

of distance learning policies tends to be ineffective and not in line with expectations so 
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that collaboration between the school environment and family is very much needed 

[37], [38]. This is reinforced by the results of research by Massie which shows that the 

importance of inculcating character values in life has not been realized by students and 

students' learning motivation tends to decrease during online learning. [39]. This will 

result in the morals and behavior of students who tend to be less good [40]. Agung in 

his research added that today's millennial generation students tend to experience 

setbacks in terms of morals and character. This also shows that the role of the family in 

shaping the character of millennials is not going well [41].  

The value of religious character is one of the main character values compared to 

other character values. Many people lose their jobs not because they are unskilled or 

intelligent, but because of their character and personality [42]. This is where the 

important role of character education in shaping the character of student behavior 

because according to Ramdani, character education is an effort to develop student's 

abilities so that individually they have good behavior. [43]. 

To continue to consistently apply character values, especially Islamic characters to 

students, a central role is needed in the school environment, in this case, the teacher. 

Hariandi in his writing explains that Islamic Religious Education teachers play an 

important role in instilling religious values in schools [44]. Discipline and habituation 

are needed that are carried out regularly in growing character values in students [45], 

[46]. But basically, the application of character education values is not only the 

responsibility of the school but is a shared responsibility of the entire educational 

environment, namely between schools, families, communities and the government as 

policymakers. [43], [47], [48]. Sopiah added that communication between teachers and 

parents must run well in order to supervise the application of character values by 

students [49]. Meanwhile, Suyahman's research results conclude that humanistic-based 

family education can be a means to strengthen children's independent character [50]. 

During the pandemic, the duties and functions of school institutions are more or less 

disrupted, so the role of parents during the pandemic is very much needed in building 

children's character at home [51], [52]. Family (parents) are the first and main educators 

in the process of child development [53]. The family is the smallest social unit that has 

an important role in the development of a child's character, which lies in the character 

education model given by parents to their children [54]. According to Firmansyah, 

parenting patterns are the key in the formation of children, especially in this era of 

globalization [55]. And in the end the implementation of character education must 

continue under any conditions and situations, including during the Covid 19 pandemic. 

Then in its application it is also not only supported but requires a national movement 

carried out by all levels of society in order to make the implementation of character 

education successful. 

4 Conclusion 

The topic of character education is not a new thing in the world of education, especially 

in Indonesia. Various studies have shown that the implementation of character values 

by students tends to be less than optimal, as evidenced by various acts of deviation and 
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delinquency committed by students. Religious character is one of the foundations in 

shaping the character and behavior of students. During the pandemic, one of the efforts 

to continue to implement the cultivation of religious character values is by ;. From this 

research it can be concluded that under any conditions and situations, the application 

of character values to students should not be stopped or lost. During the pandemic, 

when the learning process is disrupted, the role of all parties is needed, especially the 

role of families or parents in supervising the implementation of religious character val-

ues. 
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