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Abstract. Tolerance is very necessary in the life of Christians in Indonesia, be-

cause Indonesia consists of multiculturalism and various religions. This study 

aims to determine the role of the priest in seeking and fostering tolerance 

among religious people in the midst of the Jama'at. In this study, we pay atten-

tion to the role of pastors in seeking and fostering tolerance among people, to 

interact with each other, respect each other, help each other and respect each 

other. The method used in this research is descriptive qualitative with a study of 

the role of the pastor as the leader of the community to strive for and foster tol-

erance among religious people in the midst of the congregation. This study uses 

an approach to assessment procedures and literature review, literature study, 

empirical data and tracing the scientific works of previous researchers that have 

been published related to the subject. The results of the study indicate that the 

reality of the role of the pastor in seeking and fostering tolerance between reli-

gious communities in the midst of the congregation has been carried out in a 

structured and programmed manner so that congregations interact with each 

other, respect each other, help each other and respect each other and have an 

impact on other religious communities. 
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1 Introduction 

Indonesia is known as a country that has a multicultural, multi-religious and diverse 

population which is tied under one motto “Bhineka Tunggal Ika” which means that 

although they are different, they are still one. This motto has been a force that unites 

the Indonesian people for decades [1]. As stated by Mahfud, Indonesia has the most 

pluralistic society in the world so that it becomes the best place of reference for the 

concept of a pluralistic society [2]. Diversity that is integrated in unity is the unique-

ness of the Indonesian nation which must be recognized as a strength from the gift of 

difference, even though it is prone to clashes with problems resulting in conflicts and 

divisions [2] Disunity results in distance due to differences and intolerance, this is the 

potential for conflict in society. It is unavoidable that there are various indications of 

concern, namely the emergence of community organizations, professions, religions 

and other organizations that carry out intolerant actions. 
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There are many acts of violence in the name of religion in various forms, from 

fundamentalism, radicalism, to terrorism and religion becomes legitimacy for humans 

to act intolerantly towards others [2]. Moreover, the existence of verbal conflicts and 

digital conflicts with racial nuances in the virtual world public space often adorns the 

comments column on FB and YouTube social networks. Disputes in the multicultural 

area at this time can only occur through advances in technology and information tech-

nology in the Industrial revolution 4.0. namely in the digital public space. Because the 

progress of the times accelerates the rate of information transfer and accelerates the 

meeting of relations and interactions between humans that cannot be limited by space 

and time. So that the interaction relationship in communication is not only on a lim-

ited scale but also occurs on a larger scale via social media and all activities related to 

online technology. This can be due to the level of diversity of the Indonesian people 

which is easily ignited by SARA confrontation, because so far, the source of conflict 

that is prone to triggering conflict comes from religious differences [3]. Viewing ex-

tremism and radicalism is widespread and religion is the most significant container 

for the development of these actions. It is inevitable and undeniable that no religious 

group is immune to the problem of extremism and radicalism. In general, inter-

religious conflicts are caused by the attitude of feeling the most right by eliminating 

the truth of others so that inter-religious crises are inevitable [4]. According to Arifi-

anto, people want a life full of peace, comfort and tolerance is the dream and hope of 

everyone, both religious and non-religious in Indonesia. Thus, tolerance is very nec-

essary in the life of Christians in Indonesia, therefore the role of the pastor to seek and 

foster tolerance among the people is a command and responsibility in teaching and 

preaching in the midst of the congregation [3]. So that the role of believers in the 

invisible digital public space can bring change in the real world. 

The Bible says that loving Him with all your heart and with all your understanding 

and with all your strength, and loving your neighbor as yourself is far more important 

than all burnt offerings and sacrifices (Mark 12:33). He who withholds love for his 

neighbor neglects the fear of the Almighty (Job 6:14). Love does not harm one's 

neighbor, therefore love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). This is my 

commandment, that you love one another, as I have loved you (John 15:12). There-

fore, the role of the priest as the leader of the people can be a parameter for the emer-

gence of tolerance within and between people [3]. This is understandable because the 

Indonesian nation is known as a pluralistic nation with many ethnicities, tribes, reli-

gions, languages, cultures and customs, but in the constitution the state requires its 

citizens to embrace one religion whose existence is recognized as written in article 29 

paragraph (1) and (2) the 1945 Constitution. The provisions in Article 29 of the 1945 

Constitution are very important, meaning that every ummah has the opportunity to 

practice religion and create tolerance in religious life [5]. Both in real terms and in the 

digital world, the attitude and value of tolerance must be obtained as the rights of the 

nation’s children. 

Paying attention to this, fostering the values of tolerance, must be carried out by 

priests in various religious activities in the midst of the congregation [6]. In the con-

gregation this is very important, because there are many differences in educational 

background, ethnicity, language and even interests contained in it. Consequences will 
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occur if there is no mutual understanding and mutual understanding [7]. The philoso-

pher Isaiah Berlin stated that what is needed among the people is not just looking for 

similarities and agreements that are not easy to achieve, what is most important in a 

diverse community is mutual understanding [7]. To address this, the role of the priest 

as a leader in the midst of the people is responsible for consciously seeking and fos-

tering tolerance between religious communities [3]. In seeking and growing for the 

advancement of the service of the people in the field of spirituality and religious tol-

erance, the role of the pastor must be voluntary, self-devoted, humble and capable of 

being an example 1 Peter 1:2, take care of the flock of God. Watch over them willing-

ly, not grumbling; nor because of the results you will get, but because you want to 

serve God. With these problems, the author examines with a literature review how the 

role of the pastor seeks and fosters tolerance for religious life in the midst of the con-

gregation as part of the community so that it has an impact on the environment and all 

people in Indonesia [3]. 

2 Method 

The research method used is descriptive qualitative [8]. According to Junaidi, qualita-

tive research emphasizes the virtue or the most important thing is the meaning behind 

an event, phenomenon and social phenomenon that can be used as valuable learning 

for concept development [1]. The method used in this research is descriptive qualita-

tive with a study of the role of the pastor as the leader of the people trying to foster 

tolerance among religious people in the midst of the congregation. With this method, 

the assessment procedure uses literature review, literature study, empirical data and 

tracing the scientific works of previous researchers that have been published related to 

the subject. Wandi and Mayer said that the results of library research can be trusted in 

answering research problems because the content of the research has been done pre-

viously by other researchers [9]. This study aims to determine the extent to which the 

role of the pastor is seeking and fostering tolerance for inter-religious life in the midst 

of congregations in a digital public space. The researcher found that the reality of the 

pastor's role in seeking and fostering tolerance between religious communities in the 

congregation, to interact with each other, respect each other, help each other and re-

spect each other has been pursued through structured and programmed activities. 

Activities in data analysis include data slices, data presentation, data verification and 

data validation, and data triangulation. 

3 Findings and Discussion  

3.1 Pastor’s Responsibilities 

A pastor is responsible for the spiritual growth and development of the congregation. 

This responsibility has existed since the priestly tradition of the Israelites and contin-

ues to develop according to the beliefs and context of the ministry entrusted [10]. As 

stated by Robert P. Barrong, a pastor is in charge of preaching the truth of God’s 
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Word to church members or teaching the best to church members, guiding and assist-

ing the congregation in solving problems [11]. The preaching of God's Word is car-

ried out through sermons in the church pulpit every week and ecclesiastical holidays, 

the implementation of PA in the service environment and ceremonies such as wed-

ding blessings, mourning, thanksgiving and others [12]. The importance of good 

preaching of God’s Word is closely related to the task of proclaiming the work of 

Jesus in the midst of the people in the world. Through good preaching messages, 

church members receive true teaching so that the congregation experiences peace, 

forgiveness of sins, repentance, salvation, and hope for the coming of God’s kingdom 

[12]. Through preaching the pastor motivates the congregation to express it in life and 

in each other. Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 

16:15). It cannot be ignored the responsibility of the pastor to his congregation to set a 

good example for them, because the example has an impact internally in the midst of 

the congregation and externally for other religious people. 

Robert M. Peterson said that a pastor, like the priests in Israel in the past, is ap-

pointed as a spiritual leader in the midst of the congregation who has the authority and 

power to carry out the leadership task and serve the church carefully and humbly [10]. 

In fact, it is through mentoring/visiting or pastoral counseling in order to optimize 

services to church members. Pastoral care is an expression of assistance that is seek-

ing and seeks to bring recovery to people who suffer from impaired function and per-

sonal destruction due to crisis. This ministry has a mission to reach people both inside 

and outside wherever people need help [12]. The law on human rights, Exodus 23:5 

says, if you see your enemy's donkey falling because of the weight of his burden, do 

not be reluctant to help him. You must be willing to help him by unloading his don-

key. In addition, the duties and responsibilities of the pastor in the pastoral ministry of 

pre-baptism and Holy Communion are aimed at people who repent of their weakness-

es such as Paul (Rom 7:13-26) who are weak in their faith, who get their power from 

Christ. Teaching ministry given to the pastor who leads the congregation. There are 

eight indicators that become the basis for a pastor to be categorized as successful, 

namely; 1) Integrity, 2) kindness, 3) trust, 4) growth, 5) love, 6) joy, 7) excellence, 

and 8) joy. It is the responsibility of the pastor to attend and teach in the fellowship of 

the congregation which is carried out in the midst of the congregation's family so that 

the pastor mingles with the members of the congregation in an effort to foster good 

relations between church members with one another [12]. 

Pastors and socio-economics are holistic services, which are service efforts to free 

people from poverty, ignorance, destitution, all diseases, injustice and all forms of 

backwardness in society, as Jesus did (Matthew 4:24; Luke 4:18-19). The pastor’s job 

is to try to be a blessing in the world through mentoring activities for those who are 

neglected, eradicating poverty and underdevelopment through community empower-

ment and development, not only for members of the congregation, but also caring for 

other religious communities in need [12]. The pastor in the midst of the ministry is 

responsible for financial management and fund independence efforts, through struc-

turing the offering and financial system, structuring and utilizing these funds to help 

people in need. The presence of the priest in the midst of inter-religious life, many 

people are worried, anxious and experiencing difficulties. Thus, one of the pastor's 
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duties is to seek help based on love [13]. Therefore, while there is still opportunity for 

us, let us do good to everyone, but especially to our friends in the faith (Gal 6:10). 

Love does not do evil to other people, because love is the fulfillment of God's law 

(Romans 13:10). 

3.2 Cultivate and Cultivate Tolerance 

Bhineka Tunggal Ika, which means that although they are different, they are still one, 

it has been tested and proven, Indonesia is multicultural, multi-religious and has vari-

ous kinds of diversity. As stated by Endang Purwaningsih, tolerance is an effort that is 

grown in the diversity of various dimensions of life, so that consistency and stability 

of life can be realized, far from conflict and social tension and hostility between fel-

low humans in society [7]. Indonesian society is colored by religious diversity and has 

even become the uniqueness of the Indonesian nation and this plurality is an insepara-

ble component of the character of Indonesian people's life [14]. So with the differ-

ences and diversity, Indonesian people should anticipate each other, respect and the 

importance of tolerance so that there is no division. According to Kamisa and Ah-

madi, the obligations and obligations as Indonesian people have a very large impact 

on an event or a human expectation on the way individuals think and act in certain 

situations and conditions based on social status and function [14]. 

Likewise, the pastor as a leader can seek and foster community harmony in teach-

ing, preaching and educators in the midst of religious communities within the church. 

As explained by Arifianto, the role of the priest in seeking and cultivating spirituality 

and relationships with fellow believers and between religious communities. The 

church is a community of people who are called to come out of the dark into His mi-

raculous light and the church is called to be His witness and live as light in the midst 

of society [3]. As Jesus said to His disciples, you are the salt of the earth. If the salt 

loses its saltiness, how can it be restored? It's no use but to be dumped and trampled 

on by people. You are the light of the world. A city that is on a mountain cannot be 

hidden... so let your light shine before people, that they may see your good works and 

the glory of your Father who is in heaven (Matt 5:13-16). The role of the pastor is to 

seek and cultivate tolerance, to remain consistent and the service orientation to focus 

on his life for God and show concrete actions to follow the example of Jesus [3]. In a 

dialogue a scribe asked Jesus about the supreme law, Jesus answered him: “Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. ... 

and the second commandment, which is similar to it, is: You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself (Matt 22:36-39). Jesus showed how the teaching of love for neighbor is in 

practical action in a broad and universal nature, pure and unselfish. Love your neigh-

bor as yourself is that everyone who is concerned must show the reality of love for 

God and love for others (Matt 7:12). Whatever you wish, what men do to you, do to 

them also (Matthew 22:39). Respecting human beings and respecting each other as a 

whole in daily life is an important goal of the attitude of seeking and fostering toler-

ance for inter-religious life [5]. Thus, the role of the priest in this matter is determined 

by the communication of divine truth in realizing tolerance in the midst of religious 

people. 
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It is the responsibility of all humans in Indonesia to contribute as tangible evidence 

of the national development of the Indonesian nation. Teachings, sermons and activi-

ties carried out are devoted to the integrity of the Indonesian nation. Tolerance of 

inter-religious life should be taught to be the foundation of harmony in society and 

among religious believers [5]. Although in reality building religious tolerance has 

various challenges to make it happen. There needs to be awareness in the community 

that tolerance is urgently sought and grown to build a sense of national unity and in-

tegrity so that mass clashes do not occur [15]. Therefore, the strategy of teaching, 

preaching or training people and congregations in developing faith and loving others 

is a real proof of effort and fostering tolerance [16]. Webster's New American Dic-

tionary explains tolerance: "Liberty toward the opinion of hers, patience with others" 

which means to give freedom / allow the opinions of others and be patient to meet, 

meet and deal with other people.  As a priest in the midst of the people, seeking and 

fostering an attitude of tolerance can be done with mutual respect and cooperation 

between religious communities as the implementation of teaching and sermons so that 

it has an impact on followers of other religions and adherents of other beliefs to live 

side by side with each other and peacefully, so as to create unity. and the coveted 

unity of the Indonesian nation for the achievement of national development [14]. 

3.3 Pastoral Teaching in the Middle of the Congregation in a Digital Public 

Space 

Humans need teaching in their lives, teaching is an effort so that humans can optimize 

their competencies through teaching and or other learning that is known and under-

stood by many people. Teaching is an effort to teach participants or people in the 

midst of the congregation to develop their potential to have religious spiritual 

strength, self-control, personality, intelligence and skills needed by themselves and 

the community. While preaching is a profession that proclaims the will of God 

through His word. The proclamation of God's word has a positive impact on the spir-

itual life of the listener, namely a change for those who hear it [14]. 

To strive for and foster tolerance for inter-religious life dynamically and openly by 

giving sermons consciously teaching based on the word of God capable of carrying 

out good and harmonious relations as Indonesian citizens [14]. Religious tolerance 

means that each religion provides opportunities for others and maintains a conducive 

atmosphere for adherents of other religions to carry out worship according to their 

religion without hindering them [15]. In this case, Ramadhanita said the concept of 

harmonious religious life is in accordance with the trilogy of religious harmony; 1) 

Harmony among religious people. 2) Inter-religious harmony, and 3) religious har-

mony with the government. This concept was designed by the government to be es-

tablished and continue to strive for social interaction, both with fellow religious peo-

ple, with people of other religions, as well as when they interact with the government 

[17]. What is meant by religious tolerance is tolerance which includes the issue of a 

person's faith related to ideology and faith related to God and his beliefs while paying 

respect for the implementation of the doctrine he adheres to or believes in [4]. Toler-

ance between religious communities is grouped into two; 1) Static tolerance is coop-
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eration tolerance which is only theoretical. 2) Active tolerance breeds cooperation for 

a common goal so that inter-religious harmony is not limited to a theoretical study, 

but as a reflection of togetherness among religious communities as one nation [4]. 

In inter-religious life, effective inter-religious and cultural communication increas-

es efforts and fosters tolerance, because the communication becomes a collaborative 

study that brings together all elements of difference into a single unit. So that inter-

religious people in the midst of the congregation respect each other, help each other 

and respect each other [17]. 

The understanding and opinions of several pastors regarding the tolerance of inter-

religious life in seeking and fostering tolerance include teaching and preaching, that 

all religions in Indonesia proclaim goodness and love for others. To avoid conflicts, 

religious wisdom and maturity are needed in seeking and fostering tolerance between 

group interests and public interests, or between personal interests and national inter-

ests. In addition, religious people need to understand religious pluralism as a commu-

nity unit in a multicultural and religious diversity frame. This is started and carried 

out in teaching and preaching to seek and cultivate tolerance so that mutual under-

standing, understanding, respect, helping and respecting each other is realized [17]. 

The implementation of the teaching and preaching of the pastor seeks and fosters 

religious tolerance, that religious diversity is the reality and sovereignty of God, so 

that humans accept and continue to strive and foster tolerance by directing common 

interests and goals. Ricky said that tolerance should be fostered and maintained by the 

Indonesian people so that social harmony and peace will be better, although there are 

still obstacles in preserving tolerance between religious communities, among others, 

fanaticism and radicalism, the spread of one religion to other religions and syncretism 

[15]. 

However, people in Indonesia still hold paternalistic views. The interpretation is 

that the leader of the community plays an important role in determining the pattern of 

social interaction in the community, both vertically and horizontally. The role of the 

pastor in teaching and preaching emphasizes the side of equality and pluralism, so 

tolerance between religious communities is better and far from conflict [17]. The role 

of the pastor in seeking and fostering tolerance has agitation to realize a commitment 

to respecting differences, diversity, the presence of religious pluralism, which is es-

sentially interpreted in a social context, not doctrinally understood. Then tolerance 

will be realized in the life of religious people in the midst of the Indonesian nation 

which begins between fellow religions and between religious communities so that 

democratic consolidation in religious life will grow [17]. As Proverbs says, He who 

insults his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who has compassion on those who suffer 

(Proverbs 14:21). The heart of the wicked covets evil and has no mercy on his neigh-

bor (Proverbs 21:10). If anyone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar, 

for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God, whom he 

has not seen (1 John 4:20). 
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3.4 Actualization of Believer 

In fact, the digital public space is a room for proof, does it now describe the existence 

of Christianity as just a routine with all the bad things that are happening today. So 

Christianity in the digital public space is a virtual world that is up for grabs. The vir-

tual world is not in a clean condition right now, wheat is growing together with the 

weeds in a single nursery called the digital space. As stated by Habermas in Fatah and 

Fatanti that the ideal public space must reflect the criteria of comprehensiveness, 

truth, truthfulness, and rightness. This illustrates that the current digital public space is 

no longer in an ideal state even though Christian values far exceed the ideal state re-

quired by Habermas. Christianity is full of perfection, truth, purity and sincerity, 

peace and full of goodness and virtue. As part of a social society, Christianity needs to 

rise up to encourage and restore the digital public space to the strength of its func-

tions, namely education, social and economics and most importantly maintaining 

harmony among the nation's children. So that all congregations in actualization in 

public spaces can become role models, seek and foster tolerance can be understood as 

an attitude of mutual understanding, understanding, respect for diversity and being 

nurtured with capabilities coupled with skills of openness, communication and inde-

pendence of thought, belief and trust which can currently be expressed in the public 

space. digital public. So that the meaning of tolerance in religious life can be imple-

mented in an attitude of respecting other religions, maintaining inter-religious harmo-

ny, helping other religious people, helping each other, providing good examples. 

Whatever you want people to do to you, do the same to them. That is the content of 

the whole law and the prophets (Matthew 7:12). 

4 Conclusion 

Christianity is required to appear in the digital public space, not as one of the mean-

ings of Christianity but for the noble value of being light and salt to fellow human 

beings. Christianity is mandated to be able to be the captain or direction of the flow in 

the digital public space so that the color of God's glory dominates in it through teach-

ing pastors to use digital space and the development of the Christian digital communi-

ty as a means of realizing tolerance and reducing the intolerance that dominates the 

public sphere today. Therefore, from the explanation that has been described, in this 

paper it can be concluded that the role of the pastor in seeking and fostering tolerance 

plays an important role in teaching and preaching so that life in the midst of multicul-

tural, multicultural, and multi-religious religious communities can interact, mutually 

respect, help each other and respect each other has an impact on other religious com-

munities.  

The role of the pastor who teaches and preaches in the midst of the congregation in 

the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia, requires teaching and preaching that 

motivates and directs the congregation to live and behave actively in tolerance. The 

pastor as the leader of the people should have optimal and proportional competence 

and have a strong commitment in setting an example to the people in the midst of 

religious diversity regarding tolerance. 
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