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Abstract. One of the efforts to defend of the Republic of Indonesia is to instill
patriotism in the younger generation. This effort can be done through educational
institutions so that it can be measured. The unstoppable influence of foreign
culture can be anticipated by introducing local culture. This study aims to reveal
regional culture as a medium for fostering the character of patriotism in the
younger generation. The urgency and contribution of this research is to
strengthen the character of patriotism through cultural activities. This qualitative
research uses data collection techniques through observation, interviews, and
documentation. The data analysis technique uses interactive data analysis by
Miles and Hubberman. The results showed that through cultural activities in the
form of "’DONGKLAK DANCE” and folk songs entitled "REK AYO REK?”,
they were able to strengthen the character of patriotism, namely being proud of

their own culture, cooperation, togetherness, enthusiasm and never giving up.
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1 Background

Changes in the mindset and values of the younger generation as a result of technological
developments must be addressed wisely [1]; [2]. These changes had an impact on the
education system in Indonesia [3];[4]. It endeavors to minimize the negative impacts of
globalization so that the morals and ethics of the younger generation can be maintained
properly. The role of the government through its policies protecting regional arts which
are a source of national culture, needs to be supported and strengthened.

Learning that is closely related to efforts to preserve national culture is increasingly
emphasized. The introduction of regional cultures is a priority for emphasizing students
from an early age [5], [6], [7]; [8]; in this case, schools have an important role in
inculcating cultural values and strengthening character in students, so that students get
to know the culture around where they live.

Culture is aesthetic ideas and thoughts which include imagination, views,
atmosphere, and objects, which can create beauty that makes human civilization more
advanced [9]. Education that is culturally charged is expected to be able to develop the
imagination of students, which in turn can develop analytical skills towards the
potential of the environment in which students live.
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At Darul Ulum Bungurasih Elementary School, Waru District, Sidoarjo Regency,
one of the efforts made by the teacher to develop the creativity of students is through
the introduction of local culture. The aim is to strengthen the character of patriotism
and to provide provisions for students to become part of the community who love their
local culture. The teacher seeks to explore students' creations from regional dances and
regional songs. This effort is expected to be able to overcome the influence of the influx
of foreign cultures that are not in accordance with the personality of the nation and
prevent the younger generation from falling under the negative influence of foreign
cultures. Currently, the existence of regional dances in East Java is threatened because
the younger generation is more interested in dance movements from abroad.

Patriotism, which is a manifestation of pride as a citizen of Indonesia, is important
for students to develop from an early age so that later they become good citizens and
are able to defend their country from all challenges and threats [6], [10]. patriotism is a
feeling of pride and also belonging to a certain territory. It is important to have a sense
of patriotism so that the lives of citizens become peaceful and secure and avoid all
forms of hostility and division. One way to foster a sense of patriotism is to foster a
sense of pride in the culture and customs of the region. This can be pursued through the
educational process both in schools and in society. The form of an attitude of patriotism
includes being proud as an Indonesian citizen, using products made in Indonesia,
complying with applicable laws and regulations, and learning and getting to know the
culture and customs of the Indonesian nation [8].

Based on the background above, this study will describe how the teacher's efforts to
instill the character of patriotism in SD Darul Ulum Bungurasih students, Waru District,
Sidoarjo Regency through cultural activities, namely the creation of regional dances
and regional songs. This study focuses on examining students in grades 1 and 2. It is
hoped that through cultural activity content, students will have the character of
patriotism in accordance with the goals of National Education in the field of character
education can be realized, not only the character of patriotism but strengthened by other
character values can be instilled early.

2 Method

This type of research is qualitative research which aims to analyze cultural activities
individually or in groups. The research location was at Darul Ulum Bungurasih
Elementary School, Waru District, Sidoarjo Regency, with 35 grade 1 and 2-grade
students who specifically took specialization in talent as research subjects. Data
collection techniques in this study were carried out by observation, interviews, and
reviewing documents. Data analysis in this study uses interactive model data analysis.
The steps for the interactive model data analysis technique are as follows: data
collection, data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusions [11].
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3 Result and Discussion

Efforts to foster a spirit of patriotism in grade 1 and 2 students at Darul Ulum
Elementary School, Waru District, Sidoarjo Regency, which were carried out from an

early age through cultural activities are described in the following table:

Table 1. Indicator to Strengthen The Character of Patriotism And Instilling Values

No Indicator Description Value cultivation
1 Regional creative Students perform Love the local culture of
dance Dongklak Dance cooperation, togetherness, and

activities together in mutual cooperation in facing
learning process using  difficulties or in celebrating
project based model happiness.
2 Singing folk song  Students perform sing Invite me to be happy
the song Rek Ayo Rek  friendship
together in learning Togetherness
process using project Cheers
based model Never give up
Recognize regional songs

Fostering a sense of patriotism through dance and singing regional songs is a
factor that supports the formation of student character, namely patriotism [7]. In
learning the dongklak dance, students express themselves through illustrations of
humans and their lives. The teacher innovates by making moving image visualizations
in the form of videos of dance creations that students can imitate and demonstrate

Before students can present their dance, the teacher gives examples of dance through
videos. The dance exemplified by the teacher is the dongklak dance. Dongklak dance
is a dance originating from East Java that is a symbol of mutual cooperation,
cooperation, and celebrating joy. The character value that is instilled in addition to
patriotism to students, in this case, is the willingness to be creative [12]. In the process
of learning the dongklak dance the teacher can instill discipline, creativity, confidence,
and work together. The teacher fosters students by working with parents so that the
objectives of this learning can be realized properly [13].

One of the teacher's efforts to preserve national culture is to introduce regional
culture to students [8]. Dance creation is a learning movement and song that must be
remembered and memorized so that it becomes a complete and interesting dance
performance. Through dance creations, students' social and emotional movements can
be seen through the interactions and self-expression they show, expressions of smiles,
laughter, and singing, while social interactions can be realized when students dance in
pairs or groups, in which cooperation and cohesiveness are needed. So that they can
position themselves according to their respective positions.

Apart from dance, the easiest expression of self-expression, both sad and happy, is
through song lyrics. A song can foster a spirit of patriotism in students [14], [15]. The
folk song that is closest to students in Sidoarjo Regency is the song Re kayo rek, even
though the song tells about a place in the Surabaya area. The song is an expression of
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joy among the younger generation. When Saturday night comes, they can go on walks
to entertain themselves; not only do those who sing the song feel happy, but the listeners
are also happy.

The lyrics of the song Rek Ayo Rek are as follows:

Re kayo rek mlaku mlaku nang tunjungan
Rek ayo rek rame rame bebarengan
Mangan thu dadi campur nganggo timun
Malam minggu gak apik digawa ngelamun
Ngalor ngidul liwat tok numpak motor
Masih untung nyenggal nyenggol ati lego
Sopo ngerti nasib awak lagi mujur

Kenal anak e sing dodol rujak cingur

Ja dipikir kon podo nggak duwe sangu

Ja dipikir angger padha gelem melu aku
Cah ayo cah sapao gelem melu aku

Cah ayo cah golek kenalan cah ayu

Fostering an attitude of patriotism through cultural activities in the form of regional
dances and songs, as in the activities described above, makes the learning activities of
students more interesting and varied. The meaning of values and character education,
which is the content of each subject, is fulfilled. Teachers have clear indicators in this
learning activity. Changes in student behavior as a result of their learning can be
assessed from their ability to dance and sing folk songs.

Assessment is an attempt to obtain comprehensive and continuous information about
processes, growth outcomes, and character development achieved by students. The aim
is to measure the extent to which the values formulated as minimum standards can be
applied, internalized, and practiced by students.

From the results of the study, it can be seen from the research sample that there were
83 students in grades 1 and 2 as a whole. 35 children under the care of Mrs. Vivi
Ismawati, S.P.d., then the percentage can be known as follows:

Student Following Percentage

58 % 42 %

= Painting = Dance

Fig. 1. Student Following Percentage
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From the results of the percentages above, it can be concluded that the teacher's efforts
to foster an attitude of patriotism in students through cultural activities achieve
maximum results and have a direct impact on students by showing that the percentage
reaches 42 percent assuming that the percentage is still said to be maximum because
the activity In terms of culture through dance creativity and regional songs, the demand
is dominated by female students, while male students prefer to specialize in painting
with a percentage of 58 percent. The school's efforts in providing learning experiences
for students are an important contribution to the formation of the character and potential
of students so that they are able to face global challenges in their lives.

4 Conclusion

Based on the results and discussion of the research, it can be concluded that cultivating
the character of patriotism in SD Darul Ulum, Waru District, Sidoarjo Regency can
instill and cultivate the character of patriotism from planning, implementing, and
evaluating in the learning of Kupang dance creations and Rek Ayo Rek songs. Through
dance creation activities and singing regional songs, learning feels alive and enjoyable.
Students are enthusiastic and happy in following the lesson. Students know the Kupang
dance and its meaning, memorize the song re kayo rek and its meaning, and most
importantly, understand the values and character that develop in students. Students will
understand how important the attitude of patriotism is, togetherness, enthusiasm, and
happiness.
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Open Access This chapter is licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
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which permits any noncommercial use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any
medium or format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the
source, provide a link to the Creative Commons license and indicate if changes were made.

The images or other third party material in this chapter are included in the chapter's
Creative Commons license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material
is not included in the chapter's Creative Commons license and your intended use is not
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain
permission directly from the copyright holder.
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