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Abstract. With the development of society and the changes of the times, the pro-
motion of the national language has been increasingly valued by ethnic language
researchers and various social groups. A thorough understanding of the use and
attitudes of the Chinese national language among the Yi people in Xichang is an
important foundation for understanding the use and attitudes of the Yi language.
This survey mainly used a combination of questionnaire surveys and semi-struc-
tured interviews to investigate five aspects of the language abilities, language
use, language attitudes, language learning, and language environment of the Yi
people in Xichang. The survey found that Xichang is a typical "bilingual area",
where language functions are intermixed and code-switching is common. The Yi
people have a strong sense of attachment to their mother tongue but also highly
identify with the national language. The local community has formed a harmoni-
ous language environment where the national language and local dialects and Yi
language have hierarchical structure and complementary functions. Based on
these characteristics, the article discusses issues and realities related to the coor-
dinated development of the national language and the Yi language, the strength-
ening of school functions, the continuity of the Yi language, and the construction
of a suitable learning environment for the Yi language in society.

Keywords: Xichang Yi ethnic group, national language, language usage, lan-
guage attitude

1 Introduction

Scholars have long been interested in the use and attitudes of the national language in
ethnic minority areas. Dai Qingxia (1993) defined language attitudes as "people's views
on the value of language use, including their views on the status, functions and future
development of language. Language attitudes are a component of cultural attitudes and
a specific expression of cultural attitudes in language" ['l. As the capital city of Liang-
shan Yi Autonomous Prefecture, Xichang is a core area for investigating the language
use and attitudes of Yi people, and has gained attention from thelinguistic community
and society as a whole. Munireha (2009) believed that "in mixed or bilingual areas, the
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language is the main language while the other is used as a supplement” 2. Therefore,
based on various practical factors, a survey was conducted on the language use and
attitudes of Yi people in Xichang using questionnaires and semi-structured interviews.
A total of 106 electronic questionnaires were distributed and received, and 8 Yi people
from different fields were interviewed for a total of approximately 800 minutes, with a
collected language corpus of 132,771 words (transcribed from audio recordings into
text). Interviewees included teachers, lawyers, and administrative personnel. After
strict data cleaning, the data was deemed to be scientific and feasible. This article takes
the use and attitudes of the Chinese national language among the Yi people in Xichang
as the focus of investigation, and summarizes and discusses the main data concerning
the language abilities, language use, language attitudes, language learning, and lan-
guage environment of Yi people in Xichang.

2 Preliminary findings of the investigation

The promotion and popularization of the national language should go hand in hand with
the protection and inheritance of minority languages!'!. It is necessary to investigate the
use and attitudes of the national language among the Yi people in Xichang. In recent
years, scholars have conducted surveys in Yi ethnic settlements in Liangshan Prefec-
ture, but they mostly chose areas with good ecological environment, such as Ganluo,
Puge, and Xide. The research shows that Chinese is still the most important communi-
cation tool for people. However, people will choose appropriate communication lan-
guages based on different communication objects and occasions, and language switch-
ing may occur during conversations. Yi people have a strong sense of attachment to
their mother tongue, while also showing clear recognition and identification with the
national language. This survey mainly focused on the more developed and open Yi
ethnic settlements in Xichang, exploring the language use and attitudes of Yi people.
The survey included basic information of respondents and interviewees, language abil-
ities, language learning, language attitudes, language use, and language environment.
As Table 1.

Table 1. Basic information of semi-structured interviewees

Interview . . .
Interviewee Education gender  |mother tongue| occupation
number
Und duat
20220801 X1 necrgraduate Woman Yi language | English teacher
degree
1
20220802 X2 Undergraduate Woman Yi language lawyer
degree
1 Math ti
20220803 X3 Undergraduate |y, 0 | i language | Mathematics
degree teacher
20220804 X4 Master's degree Man Yi language lawyer
hool Yil
20220805 x5 | Secondary schoo Man Yilanguage | | o lsuage
education teacher
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d duat Administrati
20220806 X6 Undergraduate Woman Yi language ministrative
degree worker
d duat
20220807 X7 Undergraduate ‘Woman Yi language |Chinese teacher
degree
Math i
20220808 X8 Undergraduate Woman Vi language athematics
degree teacher

Source: Obtained through the organization of interview content (sorted by interview time)

In terms of the basic statistical characteristics of the Yi people in Xichang who par-
ticipated in the questionnaire, the gender ratio of the effective sample was 1:1.36
(N=106), with 45 males and 61 females. Of the total subjects, 39 were under 20 years
old, 65 were between 20 and 40 years old, accounting for 61%, and only 2 were between
41 and 60 years old. Most of the sample had received higher education, with 92 people
having a university degree or above, accounting for 87% of the total (since the survey
was conducted during summer vacation, most of the respondents were young and un-
employed). Preliminary analysis of the sample suggests that most of the respondents
were young adults with higher education. In the following sections, we will provide a
detailed analysis of the data and present specific questions and related data, discussing
their language abilities, language use, language attitudes, language learning, and lan-
guage environment respectively.

2.1 Language ability

Language ability can be divided into national language ability and personal language
ability. This article mainly focuses on personal language ability, which includes both
internal and external language abilities. “Personal language ability refers to the ability
for an individual to possess certain language functions, possess a certain level of lan-
guage quality, and apply this language quality in communication. A person’s internal
language ability includes language functions and language quality” (Wei Ying, 2018)
31, Zhang Qiang and Yang Yiming (2013) pointed out that “language quality is the
language system in the human brain, which includes all knowledge related to language
(grammar, semantics, vocabulary, phonetics, pragmatics, etc.), including basic ele-
ments and systematic rules, and is the core expression of a person’s language ability”
[41, “Personal external language ability refers to the ability to employ language quality
in communication, namely language skills, which includes listening, speaking, reading,
and writing” (Wei Ying, 2018) I, The survey found the following results:

Table 2. Self evaluation of language ability

Yi language proficiency National Language Proficiency

Select the

number . .

Listen- Speak- Read- . Listen- Speak- Read- .
and pro- . . . Writing . . . Writing
. ing ing ing ing ing ing

portion of

people
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Number
of people
who
choose to
be satis- 83 83 62 57 92 86 89 85
fied or
very satis-
fied (per-
son)

Propor-
tion (%)
Source: Obtained through organizing survey questionnaires

Based on Table 2, the vast majority of participants expressed satisfaction with their
ability to listen to and speak the Yi language, which accounted for 78% of the total
survey respondents. However, their ability to read and write in Yi was not as proficient,
with only 58% of participants able to read Yi writing fluently, and 54% of participants
proficient in writing Yi characters. Nevertheless), over 75% of people were able to
understand and use Yi fluently in communication with their own ethnic group. This
suggests that most people can comprehend and apply the Yi language in communica-
tion with their own people, but are relatively unfamiliar and less skilled in Yi writing.
Furthermore, over 80% of respondents expressed satisfaction with their ability to listen,
speak, read and write in the national language of China, including both the national
language as well as standard Chinese characters.

Based on interviews with eight individuals, interviewee X1 stated that they were
naturally exposed to the Yi language in their family and acquired it through oral com-
munication. However, when they started attending elementary school, the teachers used
Chinese for instruction, and they gradually used Chinese more frequently due to work
demands. They now primarily communicate in Mandarin Chinese, and are only able to
understand a few characters in Yi writing. Interviewee X2's family primarily used Yi
for communication, but adapted to using Mandarin or Sichuan dialect during times
when their father was away for work. Despite their mother's limited perspective, they
are still proficient in speaking and understanding the Yi language. As they grew older
and moved away for education and work, they also used Chinese or Sichuan dialect
more frequently than Yi.

In conclusion, the participants' proficiency in the national language of China was
generally high!”), enabling them to use it fluently in communication, reading and writ-
ing. This is closely related to the country's comprehensive promotion of the national
language, as stated in various legal provisions and policies. In addition, the living en-
vironment of Xichang, with its diverse ethnic groups, made it possible for Mandarin
and Sichuan dialects to become dominant languages, given their practicality. Lastly,
there are two types of education models in Xichang, with one emphasizing Yi language
instruction in all subjects except Chinese, and the other following a typical educational
model using Chinese. The latter model does not prioritize Yi language instruction, and
only provides it as an optional interest-based course without significant academic value.

78% 78% 58% 54% 87% 81% 84% 80%
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2.2 Language usage

In everyday life, language is the most direct and primary means of communication!'%,
conveying both information and emotions. As such, it plays a crucial role in people's
daily lives. "Language use varies greatly from region to ethnicity, social class, educa-
tion level, gender, occupation, and age" [ This article takes three aspects - the language
usage by the Yi people in Xichang, the local language usage, and the promotion of the
national language - to conduct a survey using four questions: "What is your usage of
Chinese language?" "What is your usage of Yi language?" "What is the promotion of
the national language in Xichang?" and "What is your perception of the language usage
in Xichang?" Self-reported language usage reflects personal daily language habits,
while local language usage reveals the language habits of the majority population as
well as their future language preferences. The promotion of the national language in
Xichang reflects the actual implementation and effectiveness of its dissemination.

2.2.1 Most people actively use Chinese for communication.

In the survey on the usage of Chinese language, over 47% of participants reported
actively using Mandarin Chinese in daily communication, with 39% using it either ac-
tively or passively. According to interviewee X3, they adjust their language based on
the person they're speaking to, using Mandarin or Yi language as appropriate. For ex-
ample, they would switch to Yi language if the other person uses it. Similarly, X3's
mother would greet strangers in Sichuan dialect with some Yi accent, which is also
effective in communication. This demonstrates that people are consciously selecting
appropriate languages to communicate with others based on various factors such as the
audience and the context of the interaction!!!,

2.2.2 Most people actively use Yi language for communication

According to the survey results, 55% of people reported actively using the Yi lan-
guage in communication with others, mainly in family settings and Yi ethnicity vil-
lages. Both active and passive use of the Yi language accounted for 40% of the total
respondents. As interviewee X4 stated, "In our home, I speak the Yi language, not Man-
darin Chinese". This suggests that people in Xichang still consciously choose to use the
Yi language in daily communication, indicating that the Yi language is still widely used
and has a strong vitality in the local area.

2.2.3 People generally use the national common language and Sichuan dialect al-
ternately for communication, with a large proportion of the national common lan-
guage.

According to survey data, 40% of people believe that the national common language
is the most widely used in the Xichang area, while 32% believe that dialects are the
most widely used, and 28% believe that Yi language is the most widely used. In
Xichang, people use the national common language, Sichuan dialect, and Yi language
widely. Most people are bilingual or multilingual, which demonstrates that these lan-
guages have developed harmoniously. The people can promote and popularize the



108 Y. Huang and H. Zheng

national common language while also learning about other ethnic languages, writing
systems, and customs, which is in line with the characteristics of ethnic settlements.

People also believe that the national common language has a significant presence in
daily life and that they use appropriate language expression mechanisms based on the
language of the person they are speaking with. Many people also indicate that age is a
factor in language usage, with younger people using the national common language
more frequently due to their exposure to new things through their studies or work. How-
ever, people still use their local dialect or Yi language in specific situations.

Overall, the language use in Xichang is closely related to the local language policy
and development. The promotion of the national common language in Xichang is rela-
tively successful, and it has been widely used in people's daily lives. However, people
still use their native language in certain situations, which has created a situation where
multiple languages are mixed or used simultaneously. This situation is influenced by
people's identity, ethnic consciousness, language and writing planning, and other prac-
tical factors. Therefore, the development of local languages in Xichang is harmonious,
and multiple languages are being used and preserved by its people.

In conclusion, based on Verschueren's (1999) linguistic accommodation theory, lan-
guage use is a dynamic process in which language users make choices based on internal
and external reasons, at different levels of consciousness. Xichang's language develop-
ment situation shows that local language policy and development, along with practical
factors, have a significant impact on daily language use.

2.3  Language attitude.

Wang Yuanxin (1999) believes that in bilingual and multilingual societies, people's at-
titudes towards a particular language or writing system are shaped by factors such as
social or ethnic identity, emotions, goals and motives, and behavioral tendencies, and
this is typically referred to as language attitude ). In our survey questionnaire on lan-
guage attitudes among Yi people in Xichang (N=106), two interrelated questions dealt
with attitudes towards the use of Chinese. One question aimed to reveal the future de-
velopment of language from a realistic perspective, by asking the respondents about
their views on their children's language acquisition. The other question aimed to reveal
the emotional factors that influence Yi people's use of the national common language,
by asking whether they believed it was meaningful to speak fluent Chinese.

Table 3. Overview of Language Attitudes of Yi Ethnic Groups in Xichang

. . . Number of Proportion
variable Question option people (%)
Do you think Very meaningful 57 54%
. . speaking a fluent Meaningful 41 39%
emotion cogni- .
. national lan- commonly 7 6%
tion uage is mean-
g ingful? Meaningless 1 1%
Willingness What language Teach Yi lan-
o 17 16%
tendency are you willing guage
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to teach your Teaching the Na- 11 10%
children? tional Language ’
Teach both 47 45%
No children at 3] 29%

present

According to Table 3, 98 people believed that it is meaningful or very meaningful to
speak fluent Chinese, accounting for 93% of the total respondents. The vast majority of
people believe that speaking fluent national common language is necessary and recog-
nize the significant importance of its development and use in the local community. Re-
garding their children's language acquisition, most people choose to teach both Chinese
and Yi language due to practical and emotional factors, except for those without chil-
dren. It shows that people are increasingly recognizing the importance of a universal
language while also passing down their mother tongue. Not only do they want to be
bilingual themselves, but they are also happy for their children to become bilingual and
become "bilingual people."

The survey results of Yi people's attitudes towards the national common language
and their children's language acquisition show that people generally recognize the status
and function of the national common language and have a strong emotional attachment
to their mother tongue. X3 said: "I personally think that in the future, I will definitely
give my child a Yiname, such as a four-character name. Because I think this is a symbol
of identity. When others see the name, they'll know that I am a Yi person." Through
semi-structured interviews, we found that minority languages and Yi names are sym-
bols of their identity. Due to their identity recognition, deep love for their mother
tongue, and evaluation and recognition of the practical and functional aspects of the
national common language, mastering bilingualism has become an increasingly popular
choice among Yi people.

2.4 Language learning.

The ultimate goal of language learning is to be able to communicate smoothly and ef-
fectively using the knowledge acquired. Only by constantly improving one's language
learning abilities can one enhance their language skills in daily life, and express their
thoughts and emotions accurately and appropriately with clear and organized language,
while continuously improving their ability to communicate with others. A thorough
investigation and understanding of the language learning of the Yi people in Xichang
is not only to understand the purposes of people's language learning, but also to under-
stand the main ways and means by which they learn the national language and charac-
ters in the overall environment, as well as the difficulties they face in language learning.
In order to fully understand the language learning situation of Yi people, the related
questions in the questionnaire are designed in a multiple-choice format to achieve a
multifaceted understanding of the language learning situation of Yi people.

2.4.1 Learning the national language is utilitarian
According to survey results, people generally believe that the reason for learning the
national language is because they "like the national language", reaching as high as 88
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individuals; many people also choose to learn it "for future employment", with 66 in-
dividuals. The next reason for learning the national language is to "improve academic
performance", with 61 individuals; followed by the convenience of communication
with others and other considerations, with 50 individuals. People's learning of the na-
tional language is driven by both special emotions towards the language and the need
for practical communication or job requirements. "Because our family requires us to
inherit Yi culture and language, but after entering school, the government requires that
we speak Mandarin in the Yi area. I feel quite inferior because I don't speak Mandarin.
Teachers in school require us to speak Mandarin, so I force myself to learn it. Later, I
found myself speaking Mandarin better and not knowing much Yi language anymore"
(X6).

2.4.2 There are various ways to access the national common language.

Currently, more than 90% of people believe that the main way to be exposed to the
national language is through school education. This also indicates that schools are the
main battlefield for promoting and popularizing the national language and the most
important place for studying and using it. With the arrival of the information age and
the rapid development of technology!!?], the internet has also become a way for people
to be exposed to the national language. More than 70% of people believe that they
mainly learn the national language through the internet. For more than 40% of people,
their work colleagues are also one of the ways they come into contact with the national
language due to work reasons. As described by X2, "My niece and nephew's family
didn't teach them much Mandarin at home, they just watched TV. After watching TV
for half a year!'l, my niece started speaking entirely in Mandarin. She was taught Yi
language before, but now when you communicate with her, she speaks Mandarin." This
indicates that internet media is also a way for people to be exposed to the national lan-
guage, and the ways in which people come into contact with it are diverse and closely
related to their daily lives.

2.4.3 Classroom teaching mainly focuses on Mandarin.

According to Article 12 of the "Education Law of the People's Republic of China"
(revised in 2015), schools and other educational institutions should use the national
language and characters for education and teaching. 91 people responded that teachers
mostly use the national language during teaching in school; 38 people indicated that
teachers use Sichuanese dialect during teaching; only a few people said that teachers
use Yi language during teaching. Therefore, most teachers use the national language
for teaching, which is also the best period and main place for students to learn and use
the national language. During the interview process, we also conducted in-depth inter-
views with teachers, who all stated that schools require teachers to use the national
language for education and teaching during class. According to Article 12 of the "Edu-
cation Law of the People's Republic of China" (revised in 2015), schools and other
educational institutions should use the national language and characters for education
and teaching. 91 people responded that teachers mostly use the national language dur-
ing teaching in school¥; 38 people indicated that teachers use Sichuanese dialect
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during teaching; only a few people said that teachers use Yi language during teaching.
Therefore, most teachers use the national language for teaching, which is also the best
period and main place for students to learn and use the national language. During the
interview process, we also conducted in-depth interviews with teachers, who all stated
that schools require teachers to use the national language for education and teaching
during class.

2.4.4 Learning the national common language is greatly influenced by local dia-
lects.

Yi people encounter various difficulties when learning the national language. Most
people believe that the main difficulty lies in the influence of the local dialect spoken
by people around them, making it difficult to change accents, and difficulty discerning
pronunciation or reading accurately during the process of learning the national lan-
guage. It can be seen that the main difficulty in learning the national language is the
environmental influence from the local dialect spoken in the area, and the heavy Si-
chuanese accent, which are the main factors affecting the learning of the national lan-
guage. One of the difficulties in language learning is the lack of comprehensive promo-
tion of the national language for daily communication in schools. X8 said: "It's not a
problem if you only speak Chinese, but in comparison, it's a little difficult to speak the
national language because of the lack of a language environment. After returning, eve-
ryone still speaks Sichuanese or Yi language, which has some influence."

In conclusion, the survey results show that people generally recognize the practical
role of the national language in daily life. Most people learn the national language due
to practical needs such as work, education, and social interaction. The main ways and
methods for people to be exposed to and learn the national language are through school
education and internet/media. It can be seen that schools and internet media are the
main channels for people to learn and use the national language. However, the national
language has not been fully popularized locally, and a good learning atmosphere and
conditions for the national language have not been fully created, which makes learning
the national language difficult and influenced by the local dialect'”).

2.5 Language environment

The term "language environment" refers to the natural language environment and class-
room language environment, including communication situations, social and cultural
backgrounds, and era context. The current language environment survey mainly focuses
on the classroom language environment to explore whether there is any teaching con-
tent related to our national language and culture in daily learning. In the classroom
language environment, students learn under the guidance of teachers and receive lan-
guage input in a fixed pattern. The goal is to understand whether people have a good
language learning environment and atmosphere in learning their native language.
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2.5.1 The teaching content of the school involves the teaching of Yi culture.

According to the statistical results of the survey questionnaire, 71% of respondents
believe that school teaching content may or may not involve the teaching of Yi culture,
while 20% of people believe that school teaching content will not touch upon Yi culture
education. Additionally, 9% of people indicate that school teaching content is fully re-
lated to teaching Yi culture. "Now our school also has Yi language classes, which are
just for hobbies and interests and may not account for much, especially when it comes
to high school enrollment, where they might not focus on it as much" (X1). Whether
school teaching content involves Yi culture is mainly related to the local education pol-
icy and the specific educational plan of the school.

2.5.2 The school's teaching content involves teaching the Yi language.

Regarding whether school teaching content involves Yi language teaching, 63% of
respondents answered that school education teaching content will involve Yi language
teaching; 25% of people still believe that school teaching content will not touch upon
Yi language teaching, and 12% of people indicated that school teaching content is en-
tirely related to teaching Yi language. X7 stated: "I went to a Yi language school and
learned Yi language there. However, I still want to go out and explore, travel from my
village to the county town. Therefore, now I mainly speak the national language, but I
cannot ignore the fact that Yi language, as my mother tongue, plays an essential role.
Whenever I return to my village and speak Yi language with my relatives, I feel a strong
sense of intimacy."

From the above statistical results, it can be discovered that despite school teaching
content involving Yi language, Yi written language, and culture, there is no well-de-
veloped education model or system used for teaching our national language and culture.
This is mainly related to the unique education model and language planning in the local
area. Under the broader language background of promoting and popularizing the na-
tional language, local education still involves the teaching of our national language and
culture, which possesses significant practical value.

3 Summary and Suggestions

The preliminary description of the survey data can reflect a series of characteristics of
the language usage and language attitudes of ethnic minorities represented by the Yi
compatriots in Xichang:

3.1 Recognize the national common language and encourage the coordinated
development of Yi language and the national common language

The Yi ethnic group in Xichang has proficiency in the national language and can com-
municate with others whenever necessary. The national language is still an essential
communication tool in the local area, and the recognition of the national language
among the Y1 people is relatively high. They use the national language frequently in
their daily lives and communication. At the same time, they also have innate and



A Study on the Usage and Language Attitudes of the National Common 113

profound emotions towards their own culture and language. They hope that Yi written
language can be recognized as a symbol of their identity and have specific means to
learn and master their own language.

In terms of language use, whether it is the national language or other languages, it is
based on the needs of language expression. The use of the national language, dialects,
and Yi language simultaneously or alternatively can reflect the irreplaceable role that
both the national language and Yi language play in the daily lives of the Yi people. To
ensure the continued use and development of both languages, it is necessary to con-
stantly improve language policies and adjust language and written language planning.
Both the promotion of national language and the protection of Yi language and culture
should be taken into consideration. In addition, the role of the Yi people as the main
body should be emphasized and encouraged to learn and use their own language and
written language.

3.2 Adhere to the school as the main battlefield for language learning, and
leverage the effectiveness of modern multimedia media

With the constant development of information technology and the improvement of eco-
nomic development levels, local language habits and customs are gradually transition-
ing towards popularization and losing their unique ethnic attributes. As a result, the
protective shell of ethnic language and culture will gradually erode. Various social and
cultural factors will influence the continuation and development of Yi language and
traditional culture, which requires self-regulation and adaptation.

At the same time, the analysis of the survey results shows that schools are not only
the most important places for promoting and popularizing the national language but
also the most important platform for learning Yi language and culture. Using modern
technology to spread Yi ethnic customs and language, recording language and written
language through multimedia and other modern means, creating dialect programs to
promote local cultural characteristics and providing convenience for other ethnic
groups to learn Yi language are essential. Also, the primary function of schools should
be reinforced to promote and popularize national language education while giving due
attention to the education of Yi language and culture.

3.3  Strengthen the inheritance and protection of Yi language and writing, and
enhance the continuity of Yi language transmission from generation to
generation

The use of Yi language and culture is mainly demonstrated in traditional Yi villages by
the elderly or teachers who specialize in teaching Yi language. In mixed areas, partic-
ularly in developed towns and cities, people tend to use more practical national lan-
guage. The frequency of Yi language and culture is decreasing in some areas with se-
vere "Sinicization", only appearing in traditional activities such as marriage, funeral
and sacrifice. The frequency of using Yi language in daily life is continuously decreas-
ing, which poses a significant risk to the disappearance of Yi language and culture if
effective measures are not taken to protect it.
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To protect and inherit Yi language, it is necessary to advocate for more practical
laws and regulations regarding language protection and for government departments to
enhance the protection and inheritance of Yi language. Encouraging Yi people to attach
greater importance to their own language and culture and to use oral transmission in
family education to pass on Yi language to future generations is also critical.

3.4  Expand the field of language communication space and construct an
environment suitable for language learning

Efforts have been made locally to protect native languages, and some remarkable
achievements have been made. Yi language still exhibits strong vitality, and traditional
culture is being inherited. Due to the loss of communication partners and language en-
vironment, Yi language cannot be adequately used. For a particular ethnicity, its lan-
guage is an indispensable carrier of its culture and customs. To implement the national
strategy for the common development of multi-ethnic cultures and maintain the diver-
sity of Chinese national culture, policy support and material protection must be pro-
vided for the inheritance of minority languages.

Language is not only a concentrated expression of the vitality of a nation but also
has an inseparable connection with its culture. The local government is recommended
to protect and construct an environment for Yi language learning and use through
measures such as establishing Yi language schools and cultivating specialized talent in
Yi language while promoting the national language as a common language for all ethnic
groups. It is essential to create balanced bilingual environments for Yi descendants,
enabling them to become successors who can speak the national language and integrate
into modern society, as well as inherit and promote their own culture through Yi lan-

guage.

4 Conclusion

This study aims to describe and summarize the relevant situation and characteristics of
the use of common language, written language, and language attitudes among Yi com-
patriots in Xichang, as well as the current development status of their own ethnic lan-
guages. In terms of the survey results:

Firstly, school education plays a leading role in promoting and popularizing the na-
tional common language. In the future, the promotion and popularization of the national
common language should continue to focus on schools, while paying attention to the
new opportunities brought by the development of modern technology, and utilizing
online media to promote and popularize the national common language.

Secondly, the development trend of the national language is good in the local area.
With policy guidance at the national level and local government promotion, the use of
the national language has become deeply rooted in people's hearts. The national lan-
guage has gradually become the main communication language in the local area, be-
coming the only dominant language. People have a high understanding and evaluation
of the function and status of the national language.
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Finally, the socio-economic development of the Yi region has not only disrupted the
environment of the Yi ethnic mother tongue and weakened the use of the Yi language,
but also provided new opportunities for the inheritance and development of Yi culture.
The local people still retain their own ethnic language and script, and they also learn
and use their own culture and language in their daily learning. Most people express that
they will still allow their descendants to learn Yi language and acquire it as their first
language, with strong vitality in their mother tongue. Through visits, it was found that
although the local language environment has been somewhat damaged, effective
measures have been taken to protect it. Bilingual store names and billboards are used,
as well as shops selling Yi clothing with local characteristics and exhibition halls with
ethnic customs.

The Yi language plays a crucial role in the development process of the Yi ethnic
group. It is not only a long-standing historical and cultural heritage of the Yi ethnic
group, but also a valuable spiritual asset of the country. In short, the ethnic group mainly
composed of the Han ethnic group, with Mandarin as the common language of the
country, and the widespread application of the national common language and script
have had a significant impact on the development and inheritance of the Yi language
('], These are all facts that cannot be ignored, and with the deepening of mutual com-
munication and exchange between the Yi and other ethnic groups, the common lan-
guage between ethnic minorities will receive more and more attention. The promotion
and popularization of the national common language will inevitably further eliminate
language barriers between different ethnic groups and enhance national cohesion.

Therefore, it is necessary to further promote the harmonious development of the na-
tional common language and the Yi language in areas with mixed ethnic groups such
as Xichang. The promotion and popularization of the national common language has
achieved remarkable results in the language and writing work of our country under the
awareness of standardizing the whole society's characters. At the same time, it has elim-
inated the language barriers in various regions, and strengthened the cohesion and cen-
tripetal force force between various ethnic groups. However, the promotion of national
language is not at the cost of eliminating minority languages. We should respect and
protect minority languages while promoting national language as a universal language
in society. As an important part of the splendid culture of the Chinese nation, it should
be inherited and promoted.

Fund projects

“Funded by the Sichuan Province Social Science Key Research Base Yi Culture Re-
search Center, the research projects are: YZWH2219 - Survey and research on the lan-
guage usage and attitude of Yi college students in the Panxi region, and 2023cxcy227
- Survey and research on the use of the national common language and attitude of Yi
compatriots in Xichang under the Panzhihua College’s 2023 undergraduate innovation
and entrepreneurship training program.”
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