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ABSTRACT 

This article is to describe the implementation of character education in elementary schools and parents' concern for the 
character education of elementary school students in lower-income families. This study uses a qualitative descriptive 
method that aims to describe the implementation of character education in elementary schools. The research instrument 
used observation, interviews with 26 informants who were determined purposively. The results showed that the 
implementation of character education at SDN Kadiresa, from 6 families with the implementation of 5 values of 
character education, had not been implemented properly. This is due to barriers to busy parents, economic factors. Even 
so, parents are still trying to improve the condition. Teachers participate in trying to instill character by integrating 
character values into learning tools such as learning outcomes, teaching modules, and during learning activities, besides 
that the implementation of character education is not only carried out in the classroom but also outside the classroom, 
such as ceremonial activities. flags which are held every Monday, Scouting extracurricular activities, as well as morning 
cultural habituation and community service. However, from the several efforts that have been made, not all of them 
have run optimally. It can be concluded that the implementation of character education for elementary school students 
tends to get character education through parental example rather than parental advice or attention. This is due to the lack 
of parental knowledge of character education. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Education is carried out not only to pursue values but 
also to provide direction to everyone so that they can act 
and behave correctly in accordance with applicable rules 
and regulations [1]. Being virtuous is the same as having 
good morals or good character, where character can be 
interpreted as a way of thinking and behaving for humans 
to live and cooperate within the family, community, 
nation and state [2]. A person with good character is a 
person who is able to make decisions and be responsible 
for the consequences of his decisions [3]. So that it is 
necessary to hold character education at every level of 
education starting from early childhood to tertiary 
institutions [4]. 

 To shape the nation's character to be much better than 
what is expected by all parties which states that character 
education is a system of instilling character values to 
school members which includes components of 

knowledge[5], awareness or will [6], and actions to carry 
out these values [7], both towards God Almighty (YME) 
[8], oneself, others, the environment, and nationality so 
that we become human beings. This means that the 
implementation of character education is something that 
must be done at any level of education, especially at the 
basic education level. This is very reasonable because 
basic education is the main foundation for the growth and 
development of Indonesia's young generation [9]. 

The family is the first social environment that has a 
huge influence on the growth and development of 
adolescents. In other words, ideally the development of 
adolescents will be optimal if they are with their families 
[10]. Character education is a shared responsibility for all 
educators, both at home and at school [11]. Character 
education is character education [12]. which in essence is 
a teaching program that aims to develop the character and 
character of students by living up to the values and beliefs 
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of society as a moral force in their lives through honesty 
[13], trustworthiness, discipline, and cooperation 
emphasizing the affective domain (feelings/attitudes) 
without leaving the cognitive domain ( rational thinking) 
and the realm of skills (skills, skilled at processing data, 
expressing opinions, and cooperation [9]. Character 
education must start from educators themselves, the 
phenomenon of the negative character of adolescents 
which often becomes a source of news in the mass media 
includes acts of violence, brawls, delinquency, cheating 
during exams etc. [11]. Problems that often occur in 
adolescents include juvenile delinquency, emotional 
disturbances, abuse of drugs (drugs) and alcohol, 
pregnancies outside of marriage [14]. Various kinds of 
events in education that create good quality human 
beings in science, technology and religion but are often 
misused such as the destruction of moral values. Even 
worse, most of the perpetrators of the destruction of 
character values are educated people. This can be seen 
from the many injustices, lack of solidarity, the habit of 
cheating, the amount of trash that is still scattered in the 
environment, there are still students who do not 
participate in the flag ceremony, there are still students 
who make fun of each other. Even at a higher level, 
namely the government which no longer recognizes its 
own character as a divine and social creature. 

Character education has several values, namely First, 
Character Education with religious values. Religious is 
an attitude and behavior that obeys in carrying out the 
teachings of the religion they adhere to, such as being 
obedient to worship, tolerant of other religious practices, 
and living in harmony with adherents of other religions. 
Specifically, character education based on religious 
values refers to the basic values found in religion and real 
life. The way to do this is to do something seriously and 
not give up easily. Third, character education with 
independent values. education that shapes human morals, 
character, manners, and mental so that his life does not 
depend or rely on other parties, does not depend on the 
help of others [15]. 

 Fourth, character education with the value of 
honesty. Honesty is a commendable trait that every 
person should have. The nature of honesty needs to be 
instilled in a person as early as possible, because honesty 
is a person's moral responsibility towards the values and 
norms of religion and society [16]. Honesty is the 
foundation of effective communication and healthy 
relationships. Honesty, if interpreted in a standard way, 
means admitting, saying or providing information that is 
in accordance with reality and truth. Fifth, character 
education with the value of responsibility. Responsibility 
is a person's attitude and behavior to carry out his duties 
and obligations, which he should do, towards himself, 
society, the environment (natural, social and cultural), the 
State and God Almighty [17]. In addition to individual 
responsibility, it must have the character of social 
responsibility, meaning that all actions taken by a person 

must have thought about the consequences or the pros 
and cons for other people, the community and the 
environment. cooperative and expresses appreciation and 
gratitude for the efforts of others. 

Character development in children is an effort that 
needs to involve all parties, including the nuclear family, 
family (grandparents), schools, the community, and the 
government. Therefore, these four corridors (family, 
school, community, and government) must work in an 
integrated manner. The family is the main part of 
character education, so it's not wrong if the character 
crisis that is happening in Indonesia today can be seen as 
a reflection of the failure of education in the family. As 
educators in the family, parents play a very important role 
in providing the basics of behavior for their children.  

Behavioral attitudes and habits that are always seen, 
assessed, and imitated by their children, all of which are 
seen consciously or unconsciously by their children and 
over time become a habit. In the nuclear family, the main 
role of education lies with the father and mother [18]. 

Which is full of true love and compassion as an 
indicator of parents who care about developing children's 
character. First, it is obligated to create a warm and serene 
atmosphere. Without peace, it will be difficult for 
children to learn anything and children will experience 
obstacles in the growth of their souls. Second, be a 
positive role model for children, because children learn a 
lot from what they see, not from what they hear. Third, 
educating children means teaching good character and 
disciplining children so that they behave according to 
what they have been taught. 

The family is the most important institution that 
influences the process of human socialization, in the 
family values and norms are instilled to behave in the 
family and society. This is possible due to various 
conditions owned by the family [19]. 

Based on initial observations carried out by 
researchers at SDN Kadiresa, researchers found several 
interesting problems regarding student character. Then 
the researcher conducted an interview with the school 
principal regarding the implementation of character 
values in this school. And according to the results of 
interviews conducted, the character values at SDN 
Kadiresa have been integrated into learning tools, such as 
learning outcomes, teaching modules and the learning 
implementation process. Apart from that, character 
education is not only carried out through learning in the 
classroom but is also carried out outside the classroom, 
such as the flag raising ceremony which is held every 
Monday, extracurricular activities in scouting, PMR, and 
also in community service activities, etc. Even so, there 
is still  student behavior that lacks character, as the 
researchers encountered in the form of irresponsible 
student behavior 
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In carrying out individual assignments given by the 
teacher, students who like to disturb their friends, 
students who carelessly throw rubbish only when the 
teacher sees the student will throw the rubbish in its 
place, but when there is no teacher the student throws 
rubbish out of place, students who like to play when the 
flag ceremony is held, and others. With the problems 
revealed by the researcher, the researcher raised the title 
"Implementation of Character Education in Elementary 
Schools". Researchers hope that all problems can be 
resolved well with cooperation between the school, 
parents, community and government. Apart from that, the 
role of parents is also very important in shaping children's 
character, because most children spend their time at 
home. In accordance with the background of the problem 
described above, the problem formulation in this research 
is: how to describe the importance of implementation 
character education at SDN Kadiresa? What character 
values are developed in students? How to implement 
character education in elementary schools, especially the 
values of independence, caring for the environment, love 
of the land water and friendship 

2. RESEARCH METHODS 

Type of descriptive qualitative research examines 
ongoing problems in society in this regard, namely about 
character education for elementary school students at SD 
N Kadiresa from lower-income families. The subjects 
chosen were based on their occupation, namely farmers, 
education level, economic conditions and families This 
with teenage children. The data sources used in 
conducting this research are primary data and secondary 
data. The data collection methods used in this research 
were interviews, observation and documentation. The 
validity of the data used is the triangulation technique as 
a data checking technique. 

Ki Hadjar Dewantara as quoted by Abu Ahmadi and 
Nur Ukhbiyati defines education as a demand for all the 
natural forces that exist in children so that they will 
become human beings and members of society who can 
achieve the highest safety and happiness [20]. H. Mangun 
Budiyanto who argues that education is preparing and 
growing students or human individuals whose process 
takes place continuously from the time he is born until he 
dies [21]. The aspects that are prepared and grown 
include aspects of the body, mind, spirit as a whole 
without neglecting one aspect and exaggerating other 
aspects. 

Character education at the institutional level leads to 
the formation of school character, namely the values that 
underlie behavior, traditions, daily habits and symbols 
that are practiced by all school residents and the 
community around the school [17]. School character is 
the characteristic, character or disposition, and the image 
of the school in the eyes of the wider community. 
Character education in the school environment aims to 

improve the quality of implementation and educational 
outcomes in schools which leads to achieving the 
formation of students' character and noble morals in a 
complete, integrated and balanced manner, according to 
graduate competency standards [15]. The development of 
character education in schools is basically trying to 
ensure that students recognize and accept character 
values as their own and are responsible for the decisions 
they make. 

Character is a person's special character or habit of 
being polite and respecting other parties which is 
reflected in his behavior and life. Meanwhile, character is 
a person's overall impulses, attitudes, decisions, habits 
and good moral values. This definition is in line with the 
definition formulated by Suyanto, who formulated 
character education as character education plus, namely 
involving aspects of knowledge (cognitive), feelings 
(feeling) and action (action) . From the opinion expressed 
above, according to researchers, character education is a 
process to educate students to become better people who 
are realized from the character values at school and can 
be applied in their daily lives at home, school and in the 
environment. Public. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Character education is very important to instill, 
especially in the family environment, because the family 
is the first place where children receive education. In 
providing character education for each 

Parents have their own ways. So the parental concern 
referred to in this research is limited to five values to be 
instilled, especially within the family environment, 
because the family is the first place where children 
receive education. In providing character education, each 
parent has their own way. So the parental concern 
referred to in this research is limited to five character 
values, namely: religious values, hard work values, 
independent values, honesty values and responsibility 
values. Character education: Adolescents tend to get 
character  

Parents' concern in instilling character education in 
children can be seen from their parenting style. Parenting 
patterns in instilling religious character in their children 
are based on the results of research by researchers, 
namely that the family educates their children from an 
early age by sending the children to the surau/musholla 
to recite the Koran, one of which is that the AK family 
educates not only verbally but also provides an example 
of a good attitude towards his son from an early age. 
However, parental concern in educating teenagers about 
religious attitudes is still minimal, there are no sanctions 
or strict warnings from parents in educating them, they 
tend to just let it happen. Furthermore, the parenting style 
of parents in instilling the value of hard work, namely, 
parental concern in providing character education in the 
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field of hard work to teenagers, researchers can conclude 
that among the 5 families, 1 family, namely MA, teaches 
children to have the character of working in this family, 
1 family, namely MA has not taught children to have the 
character of hard work, but from children's own self-
awareness, namely by learning from the external 
environment, namely from school and the company of 
their friends. 

Then, parenting styles in instilling independent values in 
children, based on the five families above regarding 
parental concern in providing character education with 
independence values for adolescents, the researchers can 
conclude that among the six families five families have 
taught the children independent character. The way to 
teach this is through parental attitudes/examples and 
family economic factors so that children have the 
awareness to live independently. The next parenting 
pattern is honesty, concern for parents in providing 
character education with the value of honesty. The 
researcher can conclude that among the six families above, 

there is one family that shows their ignorance in educating 
their children, especially in terms of honesty. not just 
giving advice, but also providing strict supervision and 
sanctions for their children. An attitude of honesty really 
needs to be instilled from childhood, this means providing 
education or advice, not only when children are caught 
lying or making mistakes, small things in everyday life 
must have taught the meaning of honesty to children.  
Then, parenting styles in instilling the value of 
responsibility in children, parental concern in providing 
character education with responsibility towards children. 
The researcher can conclude that among the five families 
above, four families educate their children to behave 
responsibly by warning, advising and having their own 
principles, while one family, namely HB, does not care or 
there is no responsible character education given to 
children. 

To clarify how these five families provide 5 values of 
character education, it can be seen in the table below:

 
Table 1. Five values of character education in the informant's family 

             Religious   Hard Work  Independent  Honesty   Responsible 

MA       √                  √                                √                      √                                  √ 

AF         √                 √                                  -                      √                                  √ 

NG         √                √                                  √                      √                                 √ 

NN         √               √                                  √                      -                                        - 

IS           √                 -                                   √                     √                                   √ 

HS          √                √                                    √                    √             √ 

 
The role of parents through good parenting behavior 

will determine the quality of a child's character, 
especially in children childhood period  

However, if you look at it in general, parents at SDN 
Kadiresa still have low knowledge in educating the 
character of teenagers and apply the wrong parenting 
style towards teenagers. Apart from that, the obstacles for 
parents in implementing character education for 
teenagers are: First, the activities of parents who are busy 
working. Basically, busy parents will have a negative 
impact on a child [11]. Without supervision from those 
closest to them, it will result in a child behaving freely 
without restrictions and doing whatever they want. A 
child will behave in accordance with the surrounding 
environment, namely the family environment, the family 
environment will provide a pattern of behavior for the 
child, but if the family environment being too busy 
working without paying attention will cause them to 
violate and ignore the norms that have been established 
in a family, they will even dare to lie, and even have 
promiscuity. 

Second, the economy is still minimal. 

The economic condition of the family is a situation 
where the family can work and produce something (earn 
income) so that it can meet their needs. The family is the 
first social institution that has a very big influence on the 
growth and development of children. Ideally. In general, 
children's development will grow well and optimally if 
they grow in an affluent family environment. so that the 
child's needs will be met. In the reality of everyday life, 
not all families can fulfill this ideal. Economic level will 
affect the life of a family. Lower class families or low 
economic levels, the facilities provided by children/ 
adolescents are incomplete. Lack of facilities will have a 
negative impact on children/adolescents such as dropping 
out of school. When compared to families who have an 
adequate economy with complete facilities, this will have 
a positive impact on children/adolescents [22]. Economic 
factors cause limited costs given by parents to their 
children, when in a family there are many children, it is 
not uncommon for children/adolescents to work for the 
needs of the family so that this also disrupts their 
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education and with limited funds the family only thinks 
about their daily needs . 

Third, parents' lack of knowledge about educating 
adolescent character. The family is a social institution 
formed as a result of marriage. Family really determines 
growing up. 

4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of research and discussions 
conducted, there is a lack of parental awareness in 
implementing adolescent character education because 
parents still have minimal knowledge of character 
education. Thus, in the implementation of character 
education, teenagers tend to get character education 
through daily parental example rather than full advice or 
attention from the parents themselves. the 
implementation of character education in elementary 
schools at SDN Kadiresa has been going well. Based on 
the results of research and data management carried out 
by researchers, it can be concluded that in general the 
process of implementing character values has gone well, 
namely by integrating character values in learning and 
extracurricular activities, providing habits about good 
things, providing role models. / example, motivation or 
encouragement and guidance to students for good 
character. Based on the conclusions, the suggestions that 
can be conveyed by researchers for teachers and parents 
can be used as a source of guidance and role models to 
behave better in accordance with the expected character 
in order to be a good example/role model for their 
students. They should remind each other to continuously 
accompany students in guiding, motivating, directing and 
educating students to maintain good character in the 
school, family or community environment. 
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