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ABSTRACT 

Water resource management is an urgent issue in the context of the challenges of climate change and population 

growth. In an effort to maintain the balance of water ecosystems and ensure equitable access to clean water for 

all, social justice plays a key role. This article describes a social justice framework in water resources management 

with a focus on legal and ethical aspects. Analysis involves understanding the legal principles governing the 

distribution, allocation, and protection of clean water, as well as how environmental and social ethics guide 

appropriate policies and actions. Reference to the legal basis in Indonesia highlights the role of laws and 

regulations in achieving social justice goals in water resources management. Through a balanced combination of 

strong laws and deep ethical considerations, efforts to achieve sustainable and inclusive water management 

become more possible and relevant. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Rapid population growth, urbanization, and 

climate change have increased pressure on the 

world's water resources[1]. Many regions are 

experiencing serious water crises, with increased 

water demand exceeding the available supply. This 

crisis involves many aspects, including clean water 

for drinking, agricultural irrigation, industry, and 

protection of river and lake ecosystems[2]. One of 

the main issues in water resources management is 

inequality of access. Many people around the world, 

especially in developing countries, still do not have 

adequate access to clean water and basic sanitation. 

On the other hand, there are those who have greater 

and more access to water resources[3]. 

Law is an important tool in regulating the 

use and management of water resources. 

Regulations, international treaties, and national laws 

govern how water can be used, shared, and 

protected[4]. However, often these laws are 

inadequate in addressing inequality of access and 

social justice issues in water resource management. 

Social justice is a fundamental principle in societies 

that seeks to ensure that all people have equal 

opportunities to access essential resources such as 

water[5]. This includes aspects such as equal access, 

public participation in decision-making, and 

protection of communities most vulnerable to the 

negative impacts of water resource management[6]. 

In addition to legal aspects, ethics also play 

an important role in water resources management. 

Ethical questions such as how to measure the value 

of water and how to consider future importance in 

decision-making are now key considerations in the 

context of water management[7]. In this backdrop, 

there is a need to further investigate how legal and 

ethical aspects can be combined to create a more 

equitable framework in water resources 

management. This study will help understand the 

challenges faced by communities that do not have 

adequate access to water and also investigate how 

social justice principles can be integrated into more 

sustainable water resources management policies 

and practices. 

Conflict over water resources, both 

between countries and in the domestic context, is 

increasingly becoming a pressing global problem. In 

many cases, these conflicts are linked to inequality 

of access to water resources and their unequal 

use[8]. This can create tensions between 

communities, even between countries, which can 

have a negative impact on regional stability and 

international relations. 

Climate change has a significant impact on 

the water cycle and the availability of water 

resources in different regions. Increased flood and 

drought intensity and changes in rainfall patterns 

affect the availability of clean water and present 

additional challenges in water resource 

management. Here, the question of how to address 

inequalities of access to water resources in the 

context of climate change is becoming increasingly 

important[9]. 

The rapid urbanization process in many 

countries has presented new challenges in water 
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management. Rapidly developing cities require 

stable water supplies and adequate sanitation, and 

often these cannot be properly accommodated by 

existing systems[10]. This can result in inequalities 

in access to clean water between urban and rural 

residents as well as between different walks of life 

within cities. New technologies in water resource 

management, such as seawater desalination and 

advanced wastewater treatment, can affect water 

resource distribution and social justice. Ethical 

questions arise about how these technologies should 

be used and accessed by society.  

All of the above factors create an urgent 

need to explore legal and ethical aspects in water 

resources management to achieve social justice. 

Research and discussion on this topic can provide a 

more in-depth view of how to address inequalities in 

access to water and resolve conflicts over water 

resources by considering relevant legal and ethical 

principles. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

The research method used is normative 

research method, also known as literature research, 

used to analyze issues related to law and ethics in 

water resources management. This research utilizes 

literature, legal documents, and other written 

sources to identify social justice principles and 

ethical values that exist within the applicable legal 

framework. Relevant documents such as 

constitutions, laws, regulations, international 

treaties, as well as scientific literature such as books, 

journal articles, and research reports are the main 

focus in the analysis. The results of this normative 

research will help illustrate the extent to which 

current laws reflect social justice and ethical values 

in water resource management as well as identify 

possible improvements needed to achieve more 

equitable and sustainable water management. 

 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Social justice in water resources 

management is a concept that encompasses the fair 

and equal distribution of access, benefits, and 

burdens associated with water resources among all 

members of society. It involves consideration of 

legal and ethical aspects that are crucial in decision-

making about water management. Here are some 

important aspects in the discussion of social justice 

in water resources management: 

3.1 Equal Access and Benefits 

Social justice in water resources 

management includes equal access to clean water 

and its benefits. This means that all citizens, 

regardless of social, economic, or geographical 

background, should have equal opportunities to 

access clean water and benefit from those water 

resources. It reflects basic human rights principles 

that recognize the right of every individual to live a 

decent and healthy life[11]. Law plays a key role in 

implementing social justice principles in water 

resources management. The rule of law, such as 

constitutions, water laws, regulations, and 

international treaties, governs the use, allocation, 

and protection of water resources. They provide a 

legal framework that defines the rights and 

obligations of stakeholders, including governments, 

communities, and the private sector in managing 

water[12]. 

3.2 Fair Distribution 

Social justice also includes the equitable 

distribution of water resources. This means that 

water resources management must consider the 

needs and interests of all parties involved, including 

vulnerable communities and indigenous 

peoples[13]. Decisions on water allocation should 

be based on principles that do not discriminate and 

minimize negative impacts on weaker groups. Laws 

play an important role in ensuring equal and fair 

access to water resources. Laws and regulations 

should specify the right of access to clean water and 

establish criteria for equitable distribution. In 

addition, they must address issues such as access 

restrictions based on economic or social factors. The 

rule of law also regulates the sharing of water 

resources, especially in the case of water resources 

that are transboundary or have many users. 

International treaties and inter-state agreements are 

often necessary to resolve conflicts over the shared 

use of water resources. 

3.3 Public Participation and Transparency 

Ethical aspects in social justice include 

balanced public participation in decision-making 

processes about water resources management. This 

participation allows various parties affected by 

water management policies and practices to have a 

voice in the process[14]. Transparency in decision-

making is also important to ensure integrity and 

accountability in water resources management. The 

law should also provide special protection for 

vulnerable communities who may be more affected 

by changes in water resource management. This 

includes indigenous peoples, communities living in 

rural areas, or groups that are more vulnerable to the 

impacts of climate change. The law must ensure that 

they are not harmed or ignored in the decision-

making process. 

3.4 Ecosystem Protection 

Social justice also relates to the protection 

of aquatic ecosystems. Ethics in this regard 

emphasizes the importance of maintaining the 

balance of aquatic ecosystems, which ensures that 

these resources can be enjoyed by present and future 

generations. It also reflects our ethical responsibility 

to safeguard biodiversity and natural 
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ecosystems[15]. In many jurisdictions, 

environmental law has a significant role to play in 

protecting water resources and regulating the 

environmental impact of human activities. 

Environmental law includes regulations related to 

water quality monitoring, pollution control, and 

recovery measures. It is important for environmental 

law to reflect the principles of social justice, 

ensuring that all parties are held accountable for the 

negative impacts they generate. In the context of 

transboundary water resources, international law has 

an important role to play in maintaining social 

justice[16]. International agreements on the 

management of transboundary rivers and shared 

waters are examples of how international law seeks 

to ensure the equitable distribution of water 

resources between the countries involved. 

3.5 Ethical and Moral Considerations 

Decisions about water resources 

management must also take into account ethical and 

moral considerations. This includes considering 

values such as the responsibility of current 

generations to future generations, principles of 

justice, and environmental ethics[17]. Decision-

making that integrates ethical considerations can 

help prevent overexploitation and negative impacts 

on society and the environment. Although not an 

official legal basis, ethical environmental principles, 

such as the responsibility of current generations to 

future generations and the principle of justice, can 

influence the formation of water-related laws and 

policies. 

Social justice in water resources 

management is a complex challenge involving a 

complex interplay between law and ethics. Through 

understanding and applying social justice principles 

in decision-making about water resources, 

communities can achieve more sustainable and 

equitable management, which will support the well-

being of all community members and conserve 

natural resources for future generations[18]. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Water resources management that 

prioritizes social justice by considering legal and 

ethical aspects is an important foundation in 

maintaining the balance of water ecosystems and 

providing equal access to clean water for all 

communities. Law and ethics play a role in shaping 

the framework governing the rights, obligations, and 

distribution of water resources, as well as providing 

a moral foundation for policies and actions in water 

management. These principles should ensure that 

access to clean water is not subject to discrimination, 

involves balanced public participation, and 

maintains the integrity of important water 

ecosystems. It is also important to enforce laws 

firmly and fairly and involve periodic legal and 

ethical reforms to maintain their relevance in the 

face of ongoing environmental and social changes. 

Through this approach, communities can move 

towards water resources management that is more 

inclusive, sustainable, and in accordance with 

essential moral values. 

 

REFERENCES 

[1] J. Baztan et al., “Local representations of a 

changing climate,” in Water and Climate 

Change: Sustainable Development, 

Environmental and Policy Issues, Elsevier, 

2022, pp. 343–363. doi: 10.1016/B978-0-323-

99875-8.00005-7. 

[2] G. Rossi and D. J. Peres, “Climatic and Other 

Global Changes as Current Challenges in 

Improving Water Systems Management: 

Lessons from the Case of Italy,” Water 

Resources Management, vol. 37, no. 6–7, pp. 

2387–2402, May 2023, doi: 10.1007/s11269-

023-03424-0. 

[3] A. Kadir Jaelani and I. Gusti Ayu Ketut Rachmi 

Handayan, “Regulation of Regional 

Government on Halal Tourism Destinations in 

West Nusa Tenggara Province after 

Constitutional Court Decision Number 

137/PUU-XIII/2015,” 2019. 

[4] A. Setiawan, Y. J. Utama, and E. Lisdiyono, 

“SOCIAL JUSTICE AND WATER FOR ALL: 

CONSTRUCTING A LOCAL LEGAL 

FRAMEWORK FOR A GOOD 

GOVERNANCE,” Article ID: 

IJCIET_11_01_023 International Journal of 

Civil Engineering and Technology, vol. 11, no. 

1, pp. 209–216, 2020, [Online]. Available: 

http://www.iaeme.com/ijciet/issues.asp?JType

=IJCIET&VType=11&IType=1http://www.iae

me.com/IJCIET/index.asp210http://www.iae

me.com/IJCIET/issues.asp?JType=IJCIET&V

Type=11&IType=1 

[5] Jie. Liu and Unesco. Regional Unit for Social 

and Human Sciences in Asia and the Pacific., 

Water ethics and water resource management. 

UNESCO Bangkok, 2011. 

[6] I. Budiono, Moch. Bakri, Moh. Fadli, and I. 

Koeswahyono, “Legal Implications of the 

Norms Conflict in the Governance Regulation 

of the Water Resources,” EU agrarian Law, 

vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 17–23, Jul. 2020, doi: 

10.2478/eual-2020-0004. 

[7] R. A. Al-Weshah, M. N. Saidan, and A. S. Al-

Omari, “Environmental ethics as a tool for 

30             S. Suhaibah et al.



sustainable water resource management,” 

Journal - American Water Works Association, 

vol. 108, no. 3. American Water Works 

Association, pp. E175–E181, Mar. 01, 2016. 

doi: 10.5942/jawwa.2016.108.0037. 

[8] I. W. Rideng, I. K. K. A. Wijaya, and H. 

Saripan, “DIMENSIONS OF WATER 

RESOURCES REGULATION IN 

PHILOSOPHY OF JUSTICE AND HUMAN 

RIGHTS PERSPECTIVE,” Journal of 

Indonesian Legal Studies, vol. 7, no. 1, pp. 31–

56, Jun. 2022, doi: 10.15294/jils.v7i1.53820. 

[9] A. Tonggo Michael Sihombing, R. Banke, and 

U. Pelita Harapan Kampus Medan, “POLITIK 

HUKUM PENGELOLAAN SUMBER DAYA 

ALAM DI INDONESIA,” 2023. 

[10] D. P. Pradhyksa, “Pengaturan Pendayagunaan 

Sumber Daya Air dalam Undang-Undang 

Cipta Kerja dan Korelasinya dengan Pasal 33 

UUD 1945,” Ascarya: Journal of Islamic 

Science, Culture, and Social Studies, vol. 1, no. 

2, pp. 66–89, Jul. 2021, doi: 

10.53754/iscs.v1i2.16. 

[11] A. Famela et al., “MODEL PENGELOLAAN 

PENDAYAGUNAAN SUMBER DAYA AIR 

PADA USAHA AIR MINUM DALAM 

KEMASAN (AMDK) DI INDONESIA THE 

MODEL OF UTILIZATION OF WATER 

RESOURCES IN BOTTLED WATER 

BUSINESS IN INDONESIA,” 2020. 

[12] D. Groenfeldt, “Workshop for Water Ethics 

Colloquium Musée d’Histoire des Sciences de 
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