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ABSTRACT

Water resource management is an urgent issue in the context of the challenges of climate change and population
growth. In an effort to maintain the balance of water ecosystems and ensure equitable access to clean water for
all, social justice plays a key role. This article describes a social justice framework in water resources management
with a focus on legal and ethical aspects. Analysis involves understanding the legal principles governing the
distribution, allocation, and protection of clean water, as well as how environmental and social ethics guide
appropriate policies and actions. Reference to the legal basis in Indonesia highlights the role of laws and
regulations in achieving social justice goals in water resources management. Through a balanced combination of
strong laws and deep ethical considerations, efforts to achieve sustainable and inclusive water management

become more possible and relevant.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Rapid population growth, urbanization, and
climate change have increased pressure on the
world's water resources[1]. Many regions are
experiencing serious water crises, with increased
water demand exceeding the available supply. This
crisis involves many aspects, including clean water
for drinking, agricultural irrigation, industry, and
protection of river and lake ecosystems[2]. One of
the main issues in water resources management is
inequality of access. Many people around the world,
especially in developing countries, still do not have
adequate access to clean water and basic sanitation.
On the other hand, there are those who have greater
and more access to water resources[3].

Law is an important tool in regulating the
use and management of water resources.
Regulations, international treaties, and national laws
govern how water can be used, shared, and
protected[4]. However, often these laws are
inadequate in addressing inequality of access and
social justice issues in water resource management.
Social justice is a fundamental principle in societies
that seeks to ensure that all people have equal
opportunities to access essential resources such as
water[S]. This includes aspects such as equal access,
public participation in decision-making, and
protection of communities most vulnerable to the
negative impacts of water resource management[6].

In addition to legal aspects, ethics also play
an important role in water resources management.
Ethical questions such as how to measure the value
of water and how to consider future importance in

© The Author(s) 2024

decision-making are now key considerations in the
context of water management[7]. In this backdrop,
there is a need to further investigate how legal and
ethical aspects can be combined to create a more
equitable  framework in  water  resources
management. This study will help understand the
challenges faced by communities that do not have
adequate access to water and also investigate how
social justice principles can be integrated into more
sustainable water resources management policies
and practices.

Conflict over water resources, both
between countries and in the domestic context, is
increasingly becoming a pressing global problem. In
many cases, these conflicts are linked to inequality
of access to water resources and their unequal
use[8]. This can create tensions between
communities, even between countries, which can
have a negative impact on regional stability and
international relations.

Climate change has a significant impact on
the water cycle and the availability of water
resources in different regions. Increased flood and
drought intensity and changes in rainfall patterns
affect the availability of clean water and present
additional  challenges in  water resource
management. Here, the question of how to address
inequalities of access to water resources in the
context of climate change is becoming increasingly
important[9].

The rapid urbanization process in many
countries has presented new challenges in water
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management. Rapidly developing cities require
stable water supplies and adequate sanitation, and
often these cannot be properly accommodated by
existing systems[10]. This can result in inequalities
in access to clean water between urban and rural
residents as well as between different walks of life
within cities. New technologies in water resource
management, such as seawater desalination and
advanced wastewater treatment, can affect water
resource distribution and social justice. Ethical
questions arise about how these technologies should
be used and accessed by society.

All of the above factors create an urgent
need to explore legal and ethical aspects in water
resources management to achieve social justice.
Research and discussion on this topic can provide a
more in-depth view of how to address inequalities in
access to water and resolve conflicts over water
resources by considering relevant legal and ethical
principles.

2. RESEARCH METHOD

The research method used is normative
research method, also known as literature research,
used to analyze issues related to law and ethics in
water resources management. This research utilizes
literature, legal documents, and other written
sources to identify social justice principles and
ethical values that exist within the applicable legal
framework. Relevant documents such as
constitutions, laws, regulations, international
treaties, as well as scientific literature such as books,
journal articles, and research reports are the main
focus in the analysis. The results of this normative
research will help illustrate the extent to which
current laws reflect social justice and ethical values
in water resource management as well as identify
possible improvements needed to achieve more
equitable and sustainable water management.

3.  FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Social justice in water resources
management is a concept that encompasses the fair
and equal distribution of access, benefits, and
burdens associated with water resources among all
members of society. It involves consideration of
legal and ethical aspects that are crucial in decision-
making about water management. Here are some
important aspects in the discussion of social justice
in water resources management:

3.1 Equal Access and Benefits

Social justice in water resources
management includes equal access to clean water
and its benefits. This means that all citizens,
regardless of social, economic, or geographical
background, should have equal opportunities to
access clean water and benefit from those water
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resources. It reflects basic human rights principles
that recognize the right of every individual to live a
decent and healthy life[11]. Law plays a key role in
implementing social justice principles in water
resources management. The rule of law, such as
constitutions, water laws, regulations, and
international treaties, governs the use, allocation,
and protection of water resources. They provide a
legal framework that defines the rights and
obligations of stakeholders, including governments,
communities, and the private sector in managing
water[12].

3.2 Fair Distribution

Social justice also includes the equitable
distribution of water resources. This means that
water resources management must consider the
needs and interests of all parties involved, including
vulnerable communities and indigenous
peoples[13]. Decisions on water allocation should
be based on principles that do not discriminate and
minimize negative impacts on weaker groups. Laws
play an important role in ensuring equal and fair
access to water resources. Laws and regulations
should specify the right of access to clean water and
establish criteria for equitable distribution. In
addition, they must address issues such as access
restrictions based on economic or social factors. The
rule of law also regulates the sharing of water
resources, especially in the case of water resources
that are transboundary or have many users.
International treaties and inter-state agreements are
often necessary to resolve conflicts over the shared
use of water resources.

3.3 Public Participation and Transparency

Ethical aspects in social justice include
balanced public participation in decision-making
processes about water resources management. This
participation allows various parties affected by
water management policies and practices to have a
voice in the process[14]. Transparency in decision-
making is also important to ensure integrity and
accountability in water resources management. The
law should also provide special protection for
vulnerable communities who may be more affected
by changes in water resource management. This
includes indigenous peoples, communities living in
rural areas, or groups that are more vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change. The law must ensure that
they are not harmed or ignored in the decision-
making process.

3.4 Ecosystem Protection

Social justice also relates to the protection
of aquatic ecosystems. FEthics in this regard
emphasizes the importance of maintaining the
balance of aquatic ecosystems, which ensures that
these resources can be enjoyed by present and future
generations. It also reflects our ethical responsibility
to safeguard  biodiversity = and  natural
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ecosystems[15]. In many jurisdictions,
environmental law has a significant role to play in
protecting water resources and regulating the
environmental impact of human activities.
Environmental law includes regulations related to
water quality monitoring, pollution control, and
recovery measures. It is important for environmental
law to reflect the principles of social justice,
ensuring that all parties are held accountable for the
negative impacts they generate. In the context of
transboundary water resources, international law has
an important role to play in maintaining social
justice[16]. International agreements on the
management of transboundary rivers and shared
waters are examples of how international law seeks
to ensure the equitable distribution of water
resources between the countries involved.

3.5 Ethical and Moral Considerations

Decisions  about  water  resources
management must also take into account ethical and
moral considerations. This includes considering
values such as the responsibility of current
generations to future generations, principles of
justice, and environmental ethics[17]. Decision-
making that integrates ethical considerations can
help prevent overexploitation and negative impacts
on society and the environment. Although not an
official legal basis, ethical environmental principles,
such as the responsibility of current generations to
future generations and the principle of justice, can
influence the formation of water-related laws and
policies.

Social justice in water resources
management is a complex challenge involving a
complex interplay between law and ethics. Through
understanding and applying social justice principles
in decision-making about water resources,
communities can achieve more sustainable and
equitable management, which will support the well-
being of all community members and conserve
natural resources for future generations[18].

4. CONCLUSION

Water  resources management that
prioritizes social justice by considering legal and
ethical aspects is an important foundation in
maintaining the balance of water ecosystems and
providing equal access to clean water for all
communities. Law and ethics play a role in shaping
the framework governing the rights, obligations, and
distribution of water resources, as well as providing
a moral foundation for policies and actions in water
management. These principles should ensure that
access to clean water is not subject to discrimination,
involves balanced public participation, and
maintains the integrity of important water
ecosystems. It is also important to enforce laws
firmly and fairly and involve periodic legal and

ethical reforms to maintain their relevance in the
face of ongoing environmental and social changes.
Through this approach, communities can move
towards water resources management that is more
inclusive, sustainable, and in accordance with
essential moral values.
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