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Abstract. The participation of first-time voters in elections is not only a crucial 

initial step, but also holds significant potential in shaping the lifelong civic en-

gagement habits of young individuals as active citizens. In the upcoming 2024 

election, 22.85% of the total voters belong to Gen-Z as first-time voters who 

demonstrate their awareness and eagerness to participate in politics and con-

tribute to future changes. This article aims to highlight the barriers faced by 

first-time voters in their journey toward engagement in forthcoming elections 

and explores efforts that can be made to enhance their participation. The article 

uses a descriptive quantitative method with a mixed questionnaire as the re-

search instrument, consisting of open and closed questions for student respond-

ents as first-time voters. The results of the questionnaire show a lack of infor-

mation about elections and candidates, an apolitical attitude towards electoral 

education, and a non-holistic Civic Education for first-time voters that can hin-

der them from getting involved and playing an active role in elections. Further-

more, this research presents a model of community engagement for first-time 

voters that can be pursued within the framework of Civic education, so that 

first-time voters can become active citizens before, during, and after elections 

as a pattern of active engagement that goes beyond political action. 
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1 Introduction 

General elections are often seen as the culmination activity of democratic festivities in 

Indonesia where everyone can be involved in organizing and making use of their 

rights by giving their voice for the future of the nation for at least the next five years. 

Nevertheless, to make people want to come to the election place and vote, it takes a 

lot of effort to foster a citizen's desire to be actively involved in political activities. 

The initial political momentum of a first-time voter is what will determine their activi-

ty as a citizen in the future because the general election moment is when a person will 

gain memorable experience of being involved in political activities. Based on the 

results of a survey conducted by the Centre for Public Policy Research of The Indone-

sian Institute [1], most first-time voters have the awareness and desire to participate in 

politics and be part of future changes. The participation of first-time voters in general 

elections is a first step as well as a great potential for forming a habit of youth civic  
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engagement that will last a lifetime as active citizens. Civic engagement is defined as 

individual action or participation in civic life that benefits peace and national devel-

opment based on a high sense of responsibility towards the community or community 

groups [2]. Adler and Goggin [3] further explain that community involvement de-

scribes how citizens actively participate in community life to improve the conditions 

of others or help shape the future of a better community by emphasizing social inter-

action in the community. Activities considered part of community engagement can 

vary, including blood donation, donating money, volunteering, voting, and participat-

ing in community service and public action. These activities can be followed and even 

initiated by young people as a form of civic involvement in the community or society. 

Many studies suggest that people who are involved in voluntary work that reflects 

civic involvement have a greater sense of meaningfulness than people who are not 

involved in these activities. In addition, community involvement is believed to affect 

meaningfulness in life directly. This community involvement will lead to generativity 

for future generations which goes beyond the cultural values through teaching and 

mentoring as a legacy which is one of the main sources of meaning in life [3]. There-

fore, this civic involvement must be echoed from an early age because young people 

who are involved and participate in public life can bring improvements to people's 

lives through their contribution to improvement, interaction with other members, 

involvement in social structures, government, schools or universities, or any member-

ship organization [4]. 

Nevertheless, Herry-Priyono [5] explains that there are three obstacles as well as 

major needs that often-become challenges for first-time voters to be actively involved 

in political activities, namely electoral education, voter information, and Civic educa-

tion. Electoral education is a framework for thinking about why citizens must take 

electoral action, why it is important to use voting rights during elections, how to con-

sider the choices of people's representatives in voicing opinions in a future govern-

ment, as well as what institutions are involved in elections so that first-time voters can 

oversee the course of the election. Meanwhile, voter information is the information 

needed by first-time voters to know the ins and outs of the party which includes histo-

ry, symbols, vision and mission, the principles underlying elections, rights, and obli-

gations of voters in participating in elections, as well as technicalities when conduct-

ing elections, so that first-time voters can gain the confidence in carrying out the elec-

tion process. Then last is Civic education where first-time voters will later have a 

noble desire to be involved as active citizens in their professional fields to contribute 

(knowledge distribution) or by collaborating with other disciplines to advance the 

welfare of many people (government mechanism work). 

This article aims to elucidate the challenges encountered by first-time voters as 

they navigate their path towards involvement in upcoming elections and, furthermore 

examine potential initiatives to boost their engagement within the framework of Civ-

ics Education because education directly equips citizens with important abilities to 

participate [6], therefore young people will gain memorable experiences in general 

elections as their first political activities which later became the cornerstone of their 

active engagements as a citizen in the future. Wolfinger & Rosenstone [6] highlight 

two political skills that Civics education must provide to students to increase youth 
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Civics engagement; (1) literacy which allows youth to access and interpret infor-

mation presented in the news media and (2) education which equips youth with the 

skills to understand the elements of bureaucracy in registering and voting. Because 

individuals with higher levels of education are more likely to have the skills needed to 

learn and understand how and why they should vote. Moreover, Civics education not 

only plays an important role in increasing civic engagement among people in quantity 

(voting and affiliation), but also in increasing the quality of their involvement (inter-

est, knowledge, attitudes), hence it can improve the quality of democracy by fostering 

political interests, encouraging the acquisition of political knowledge, and cultivating 

a supportive attitude towards political freedom [7]. 

2 Research Method 

This study uses literature studies to find answers to these questions what youth civics 

engagement is, why youth civics engagement is important, what is the correlation 

between youth civics engagement and active citizens, how to provide a meaningful 

experience as a first-time voter, and what are the impacts of this initial political expe-

rience in the future. As initial research to see the need for a model of community en-

gagement, the instrument was distributed in the form of a survey. The survey was 

then analysed using a quantitative descriptive method. This method is used to describe 

variables as they are, according to the data obtained. The instruments used were de-

veloped by researchers based on previous research conducted by the Centre for Public 

Policy Research of the Indonesian Institute [1]. The instrument consists of open and 

closed questions, which are referred to as a mixed questionnaire. This instrument tried 

to measure how many of the research subjects have participated in the election, their 

responses regarding the significance of the young generation participating in the elec-

tion, the qualifications of the leaders whom they expect to become state leaders, and 

the obstacles that might prevent them to take a role in exercising their voting rights. A 

total of 76 students participated in this survey—data obtained from a private universi-

ty in Tangerang, Banten. Respondents were limited to those who were 17 to 21 years 

old and came from various majors in the research location. After the preliminary re-

search was completed, it appears that there is a need for a youth civic engagement 

model that can be applied in Indonesian compulsory subjects, namely Citizenship or 

Civics Education. Hence, a literature study was carried out to find the model of civics 

engagement model for young people as first-time voters. 

3 Results and Discussion 

3.1 Results 

From the results of the preliminary research, data with the demographics of the re-

spondents was found as the table shown below. 
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Table 1. The demographics of the respondents. 

Age Frequency  

17 3 

18 22 

19 30 

20 5 

21 16 

Total 76 

Gender Frequency  

Female 50 

Male 26 

Total 76 

Major Frequency  

Law 49 

Management 11 

Hospitality 8 

Food Technology 3 

Engineer 3 

Accounting 2 

Total  76 

 

As initial data to explore the urgency of this research, respondents were asked 

to answer questions regarding their experience of participating in elections. A total 

of 57 respondents had never participated in an election. Yet, a total of 51 respond-

ents knows a presidential candidate and/or a particular party that they will vote for 

in the 2024 election. 

Table 2. Respondents’ participation in the election. 

Do you have the election experience before? Frequency 

Yes 19 

No 57 

Total 76 

Table 3. Respondents know their choices in the 2024 election. 

Do you know who you will vote for a presidential 

candidate and/or a particular party in the 2024 

election? 

Frequency 

Yes 51 

No 25 

Total 76 
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Considering that the research respondents are still dominated by students who have 

never participated in an election, it is a good opportunity to conduct initial education, 

before the general election takes place. In the open questions section, researchers tried 

to explore the views of respondents regarding the qualities of leaders expected to 

become leaders. The dominant traits that emerge are honesty, integrity, having the 

right vision and mission to advance Indonesia, being firm, responsible, and having a 

clear program for the future. There are positive hopes conveyed by these first-time 

voters and it shows an indication of concern for a better country with good leaders 

[8]. 

From the data obtained, it is also implied that students have the hope to contribute. 

Students appear to want to be involved in elections and act as active citizens. This can 

be seen from the data obtained regarding their hopes as students and as first-time 

voters. From the student perspective, leaders who will lead are expected to be people 

who have qualities such as honesty, broad insight, integrity, firmness, and the courage 

to act, not just make promises. For them, the image of a leader worthy of leading In-

donesia is a leader who has a vision and mission to solve the nation's problems and 

has strategic ideas to realize that vision and mission. Regarding aspects that might 

hinder them from participating, the researchers divided them into several groups of 

obstacles, and the results are as shown in the table below. 

Table 4. Obstacles from Students’ Perspective. 

What do you think might hinder your political participation in 

the 2024 elections? 
Percentage 

I feel that my vote will not change the condition of Indonesia. 45 

I feel insecure because I don't understand politics. 29 
I am lazy to find out about the candidates. 18 

I don't have time to go to the polling station. 8 

Total 100 

 

One of the things that most discourages them from participating in elections is the 

feeling or thought that their vote will not change the condition of this nation. From 

these findings, it can be concluded that there is a perspective from students that needs 

to be corrected so that they do not feel doubtful or confident that their role will not 

have any impact. As new voters, there is fear or worry that they will choose the wrong 

leader. There are also those who worry that the leader they choose will not be the best 

previous leader. Some students are afraid because they have not been educated 

enough about general elections and this is their first general election moment. 

The respondents also being asked about the forms of political participation that 

they could show and many of them mentioned giving their voting rights. Predomi-

nantly, first-time voters do not really understand the forms of their political participa-

tion. With an anthropological approach, research shows that first-time voters have a 

relaxed, free, tend to be informal, and fun-seeking seeking in their patterns of behav-

iour in politics [9]. The finding also shows that many respondents in this study did not 

have specific concerns regarding the implementation of future elections. Overall, the 
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data obtained shows the need for civic engagement education for youth to accommo-

date their concerns about the quality of the leaders who will lead them later and pro-

vide them with a meaningful election experience for first-time voters. 

3.2 Discussion 

After the 1998 reformation, Indonesia reaffirmed and pursued its status as a modern 

democratic country. This status is expressed concretely in the institutionalization of 

various modern state democratic institutions, such as the Corruption Eradication 

Commission, the Human Rights Commission, the Judicial Commission, and the Gen-

eral Elections Commission. As a modern democratic country, the institutionalization 

of various democratic institutions is not enough to ensure that Indonesia truly is a 

modern democratic country. The existence of modern democratic institutions only 

guarantees the implementation of procedural democracy. Meanwhile, substantial de-

mocracy has not been fulfilled if the democratic instruments available are modern 

democratic institutions. 

One of Indonesia's modern democratic institutions, which is tasked with holding 

general elections, is the General Election Commission. This commission is responsi-

ble for carrying out general elections in a democratic, transparent, and accountable 

manner. This commission ensures the realization of democratic procedures in general 

elections. In other words, as one of the modern democratic institutions, this commis-

sion is responsible for ensuring that procedural democracy in the context of general 

elections goes well. However, a modern democratic country does not only seek to 

establish democratic institutions. Nor does it only strive for the realization of proce-

dural democracy. In a modern democratic country, substantial democracy must also 

be realized. Substantial democracy is the active participation of citizens in a demo-

cratic public sphere for the common good. Such participation is an expression of citi-

zen awareness to take an active part in various fields of state life as a form of respon-

sibility as citizens. Substantial democracy is accommodated procedurally through 

democratic instruments, namely democratic institutions in a modern democratic state. 

Indonesia has established itself as a modern democracy. Therefore, procedural de-

mocracy and substantial democracy take place simultaneously. It is important to strive 

for this because every citizen can procedurally accommodate his rights through all 

procedural mechanisms in democratic institutions, but this cannot always guarantee 

that substantial democracy is realized. A group of citizens exercises their right to vote 

in general elections according to democratic mechanisms and procedures, but after 

exercising their right to vote, they are indifferent to the process of administering the 

state and fulfilling the rights of citizens carried out by the politicians and national 

leaders they have chosen. The basic requirement for the continuity of substantial de-

mocracy is the existence of active citizens and the activeness of citizens in a modern 

democratic state, especially actively monitoring, supervising, and evaluating the pro-

cess of administering the state and fulfilling the rights of citizens. Active citizens are 

citizens who take the initiative to be actively involved in various dimensions of state 

life. Citizens are actively involved in various fields of state life in accordance with 

their scientific competence and professional capacity. Thus, a modern democratic 
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state grows and develops scientifically and professionally, which is marked by the 

active involvement of its citizens in various fields of state life. 

In the framework of procedural democracy and substantial democracy, students 

who have the status of first-time voters in general elections are a crucial group who 

must obtain political education so that they will become active citizens in the future. 

Political education for first-time voters is part of the citizenship education curriculum, 

both in the context of general elections and in a broader and sustainable context, 

namely forming active citizens in a modern democratic country [10]. In the context of 

general elections, political education for first-time voters takes place in two stages. 

First, the general election education stage (electoral education). This stage takes place 

before the general election is held. Second, the general election stage (voter infor-

mation). This stage takes place when you want to exercise your right to vote political-

ly. This stage continues in the third stage, namely post-general election through Civ-

ics education. The political education method used in these three stages is the in-

volvement of first-time voters at each stage. Through this method, from an early age, 

first-time voters have been directed and mobilized in state life. Thus, from an early 

age, first-time voters form their awareness and responsibility as active citizens in a 

modern democratic country. 

One of the challenges of Indonesia's modern democracy, especially in the context 

of the 2024 General Elections, is the presence of Gen Z as first-time voters. Although 

there is no standardized and universal definition for Gen Z, their existence in the era 

of internet technology marks this generation. That is, Gen Z is the first generation 

born in the world of internet-connected technology. Some researchers categorize the 

generation based on the year of birth, which is after 2000 [11]. Gen Z accesses infor-

mation through the internet. However not all information presented by the internet 

contains scientific truth. Therefore, the information received by Gen Z is not fully 

valid and is not sufficient to be accepted as true information. Gen Z as first-time vot-

ers is also categorized as the millennial generation. Millennials are a new political 

generation [12]. As a new political generation, millennials face a wave of political 

protests related to new issues. These various problems demand political participation. 

In addition to new issues, their political participation, especially in general elections, 

is influenced by several factors, including education, social media, and the economy 

[13].  Although they always access internet information, especially social media, be-

cause they are still early students at university, their level of understanding of politics 

is not sufficient. That is why, Gen Z as a novice voter is still less interested in political 

issues, especially general election politics. In fact, this condition does not only occur 

in Indonesia but also in Malaysia [14] a neighbouring country of Indonesia. 

General elections are not only a moment to actualize political rights by electing 

people's representatives in parliament and national leaders. More than that, general 

elections are a moment for novice voters to decide on political choices [15] to fight 

for various community issues to become the post-election development agenda. In 

addition, the political decisions of novice voters are also an expression of the political 

values they live and understand [16]. Of the many problems of society, there are spe-

cific issues that demand attention from novice voters. One issue is women's political 

participation in public institutions [17]. Therefore, Gen Z is faced with special prob-
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lems, that demand their political awareness and participation, especially that of female 

first-time voters. The description of Gen Z shows that the attitudes and political 

choices of novice voters need to be exemplified by leaders, both political leaders and 

leaders of election organizers [18] and adequate political literacy [19]. Quality role 

models and political literacy can also give birth to young political leaders, who are 

able to carry out youth social movements [20]. 

Political Education for First-Time Voters. Beginner voters are the political status of 

some students as citizens in a modern democracy. With such status, students have the 

potential to become active citizens. In order for active citizens to become actual stu-

dents, political education in the context of general elections must be carried out. Polit-

ical education for first-time voters takes place in two stages. First, the stage of elec-

toral education. Second, is the stage of voter information. These two stages serve as 

the basis for post-election political education which aims to shape the political status 

of first-time voters as active citizens. Therefore, political education for first-time vot-

ers is crucial because it is from this point that awareness and responsibility as citizens 

in a modern democratic country begins and is at stake in the long-term future. 

The Stage of Electoral Education. In general elections, categories apply to voters. 

The categories used are territorial categories and age categories. Territorial categories 

are called electoral districts. Meanwhile, age categories are based on age level. The 

age category that always receives attention from political parties, politicians, and 

election organizers is the category of first-time voters. This category refers to groups 

that first exercise their rights in general elections by electing people's representatives 

in parliament and national leaders [21]. Beginner voters, especially those aged 17-21 

years, are a group of voters who are the target of political candidates and national 

leaders to gain votes for support from this group. 

As political people in a modern democratic country, the existence of a group of 

first-time voters in that age range, although they have high political enthusiasm, their 

political awareness is not yet sufficiently established. At this age, students use their 

emotions more related to their own political status and various other things related to 

politics. Therefore, in general election education for first-time voters, the sociology of 

emotions is an approach that needs to be considered. Beginner voters often use their 

emotions in political actions, especially towards political parties and national leader-

ship candidates (presidential candidates and vice-presidential candidates). Emotions 

are the political power of citizens in making political decisions [22]. In the context of 

citizen participation in a democracy, emotions as a political force are often used by 

politicians to drive political populism. Basically, humans are cognitive and emotive 

creatures. With this nature, human political decisions rely on their cognitive and emo-

tive powers [7]. This also applies to student beginner voters in general elections. 

Therefore, cognitive and emotive aspects must be considered in political education for 

first-time voter students. 

Elections that take place in a modern democratic country are declared successful if 

the political participation of citizens in general elections is high. Political participa-
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tion, especially for first-time voters, is crucial because it can determine the success or 

failure of the general election that takes place. Voters' political participation is rooted 

in the political education they receive as first-time voters, especially general election 

education. General election political education that does not build a bridge between 

social inequality, awareness gap, and psychological gap, with elections as a political 

fact in which every first-time voter expresses his political choices, has an impact on 

the failure of general elections and does not form active citizens post-general elec-

tions [23] [6]. Therefore, general election political education is important. General 

election political education for first-time voters (electoral education) is an effort to 

build awareness among first-time voters regarding the rationale for participating in 

general elections, the use of voting rights, and the relationship between choice and 

representation. Apart from that, the purpose of this education is also so that first-time 

voters have knowledge about the various institutions involved in general elections and 

the urgency of overseeing general elections by citizens. Thus, first-time voters decide 

to become political people through participation in general elections. 

Why take part in the general election? If this question is asked to first-time voters, 

many answers will be found. The answers given by first-time voters may not be based 

on empirical data and arguments regarding general elections and national leadership 

candidates. Therefore, first-time voters must be involved in efforts to build political 

awareness of general elections and the reasons for them. Involving young voters in 

this effort is part of political education. Political education is a systematic and sus-

tainable effort for citizens to actively participate in the state as political subjects [24]. 

In the context of general elections, general election political education for first-time 

voters is an effort to form awareness and arguments regarding the reasons for partici-

pating in general elections and as citizens [10]. Without political education through 

involving first-time voters in general elections political education, new voters do not 

have an accurate picture of modern democratic countries and do not seek to become 

an important part of modern democratic countries. 

The reasons for first-time voters participating in general elections are anthropolog-

ical reasons. The philosopher Aristotle said that humans are political creatures, zoon 

politicon [25]. Human ontology in the context of living together in a country is a po-

litical being. Even in the political history of modern countries, the ontology of politi-

cal people is the ethical basis of modern political systems [26]. This means that the 

politics that take place in modern democratic countries are designed by people who 

have political rationality, and the goal of politics is to organize rational coexistence in 

the country. In other words, the goal of forming a state must be rational and that goal 

is revealed in the administration of a rational state as well. Thus, political ethics ob-

tain fulfilment. Beginner voters who have self-awareness as a zoon politicon or as a 

political person will use this self-awareness as a rational foundation for getting in-

volved in general elections by exercising their voting rights. Within the framework of 

the same awareness, first-time voters build rational considerations regarding the logi-
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cal relationship between the act of voting in general elections and the political repre-

sentation they entrust to parliamentary politicians and national leaders. The act of 

voting as a political act implies giving voters a mandate to politicians and national 

leaders. Elected politicians and national leaders carry out and implement this mandate 

through public services in the interests of the public or citizens [27]. 

The Stage of Voter Information. New voters who have taken general election politi-

cal education will enter the general election moment. At this moment, first-time vot-

ers must obtain voter information. General election information relates to technical 

intricacies for first-time voters such as requirements for voters, polling places, timing 

of general elections, and voting procedures [5]. The General Election Organizing 

Commission (KPU) is the party that has the information and instruments for general 

elections. This commission collaborates with various parties, such as universities, and 

civil society organizations to distribute general election information transparently and 

accurately. At this level, first-time voters as citizens have the right to information 

regarding technical matters of general elections. 

New voters are involved as parties who distribute general election information to 

the public. With the characteristics of being a young generation who usually uses 

digital communication media, first-time voters are involved in making videos, e-

posters, and electronic service advertisements regarding all matters related to the im-

plementation of general elections. Thus, first-time voters are involved in creating 

political accountability for general elections through the dissemination of general 

election information [23]. By involving new voters in providing general election in-

formation to the public, new voters are aware of their responsibilities as active citi-

zens. This activity is a constitutive element of the existence of a modern democratic 

state and the implementation of state life and public services for the community. 

The Stage of Civics Education. Political education at this stage is advanced political 

education. At this stage, students who were initially first-time voters, no longer have 

the status of first-time voters. They have become full citizens. Apart from that, stu-

dents are also better able to master the fields of science studied at university. With 

their scientific capacity, students contribute to the life of the country. Political educa-

tion at this stage becomes part of the citizenship education curriculum. The difference 

with political education at the previous stage is that political education at this stage is 

interdisciplinary in nature. This means that in citizenship education, students work 

across scientific disciplines to distribute knowledge to society [28]. Students across 

sciences collaborate and work together with the government to advance public wel-

fare. 

Political education methods in the context of citizenship education can take the 

form of case studies or projects. But the scope is broader and networked. For exam-

ple, a community health improvement project. In this project, students view health 

problems as multidimensional problems. Public health relies on the quality of the 

ecological environment, the economic welfare of the community, legal certainty from 

the government, access to sources of knowledge, psychological stability, and so on. 
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The dimensions that shape public health require cooperation between parties to con-

tribute to each other based on their respective scientific capacities to form holistic 

public health. In the end, the result of being an active citizen is being able to network 

across disciplines to solve the country's problems starting from understanding as a 

first-time voter who takes an active part in determining the country's future. 

Furthermore, in the framework of Civics education, youth Civics engagements for 

first-time voters can be pursued in several ways. The methods that will be explained 

below are models of involving young voters in public issues which are the responsi-

bility of state administrators and citizens. First, case studies related to public policy 

[29] [30]. The case study begins with observing and analysing the state of the citizen 

in a certain field. For example, in the field of public health. Students and lecturers 

observe public health services carried out by public health centres or hospitals. The 

results of the observations were analysed using the theory or perspective of public 

policy in the health sector. The conclusion of the analysis is related to the responsi-

bilities of the legislature which compiles legal regulations in the health sector, the 

judiciary which oversees the implementation of legal regulations in the health sector, 

government agencies which administer public health services based on statutory or-

ders, and the urgency of oversight by citizens of the duties and responsibilities of 

these country’s institutions. Through this case study, first-time voters understand the 

relevance of their existence as citizens who are responsible for selecting state admin-

istrators in various state institutions, who are responsible for fulfilling citizens' rights. 

Thus, when using their political rights during general elections, first-time voters 

choose with full awareness and are responsible for the consequences of their choices. 

Second, the involvement of first-time voters who are students in project-based 

learning. Together with lecturers, students work on certain projects that have an im-

pact on a just life together. For example, poverty alleviation projects. The project is 

preceded by observation and analysis of problems in the community. Followed by 

mapping the actors or parties directly related to the problem being observed and ana-

lysed. Actor mapping aims to build a collaborative network between parties to allevi-

ate community poverty. Data on the root causes of poverty in the community, poten-

tial resources owned by the community, and the presence of actors are used to devel-

op a poverty alleviation framework. The framework is prepared starting from plan-

ning, implementation, monitoring, evaluation, improvement, and development [31]. 

The involvement of first-time voters through this project is integrated with one of the 

duties of lecturers from the tridharma (three dharma) of higher education, namely 

community service. Through project-based learning, first-time voters gain awareness 

of their responsibilities toward realizing a common life. Based on this awareness, 

first-time voters also practice carrying out projects concretely. Reflection on all pro-

ject planning and implementation is placed within the framework of reflection on 

citizens. Thus, through project-based learning, first-time voters understand that the act 

of voting in general elections is a political act for the realization of active citizens. 
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4 Conclusion 

Enhancing the youth civic engagement of first-time voters through Civics education is 

crucial as it equips citizens with essential skills for active participation in democratic 

processes. To ensure its realization, the process of political education for first-time 

voters can be divided into three key stages: electoral education, voter information, and 

Civics education. The first stage, electoral education, occurs before the general elec-

tion and focuses on educating novice voters about the electoral process, their rights, 

and the importance of participating in elections. This stage lays the foundation for 

their understanding of the democratic process. The second stage, voter information, 

takes place when individuals are ready to exercise their right to vote. During this 

stage, young voters are provided with essential information about candidates, policies, 

and the specific election they are participating in. This knowledge empowers them to 

make informed choices during the election. The third stage, post-election Civics edu-

cation, ensures that the engagement of first-time voters does not end with casting their 

ballots. It involves ongoing education and engagement with the political system, en-

couraging active participation in the democratic process beyond election day. The key 

strategy in all these stages is to actively engage and include young, inexperienced 

voters right from the beginning. This helps them develop a strong sense of purpose 

and involvement within the state's system. As a result, first-time voters gain a deep 

understanding of their roles as active citizens in a modern democracy. Hence, this 

approach is crucial for building an informed and participatory younger generation that 

contributes to the vitality of our democracy. 
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