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Abstract. Quality education is one of the pillars of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) implemented by the Indonesian Government. The implementation
of this global program to achieve the goals in 2030 is optimized through
universities in Indonesia with the establishment of SDGs Centers at these
universities. Universities can become centers of excellence that assist central and
regional governments in Indonesia in preparing, implementing, monitoring,
evaluating and reporting SDGs Action Plans. This research uses a literature
review method with data obtained from journal articles, official statements, and
news in the mass media. This research attempts a critical review of SDGs Centers
in higher education institutions in Indonesia which only results in a contestation
between SDG Centers among universities in Indonesia. In conclusion, the
implementation of SDGs through the establishment of SDGs Centers in
universities in Indonesia has not been optimal in its role as centers of excellence.
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1 Introduction

Based on the 38th general assembly held by the United Nations in 1983, the UN General
Secretary for the first time established the World Commission on Environment and
Development (WCED). In this WCED agenda, the formulation of "Sustainable
Development Goals" (SDGs) emerged which explains that, "humanity has the ability
to make development sustainable, to ensure that it meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” The
formulation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is a series of global
commitments that have become an annual agenda and were jointly agreed upon by 193
countries that are members of the UN on 25 September 2015 at the UN headquarters in
New York. The aim is to strive to achieve social welfare for every nation (human well-
being) and resolve every existing problem in accordance with the 17 SDGs points. This
memorandum of understanding between countries in the UN was formed in response
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to international unrest. The SDGs are here as a continuation and to perfect the previous
national development goals, namely the "Millennium Development Goals" (MDGs)
which were considered too focused on human development [1].

The SDGs come with a new color by focusing on sustainable development which is not
only focused on human development but also focuses on environmentally friendly
economic development and the environment. There are at least 17 main points in the
SDGs that must be resolved immediately, including: 1) End poverty in all patterns
everywhere; 2) End hunger, achieve food security and better nutrition, and support a
sustainable agricultural sector; 3) Ensure a healthy life and support prosperity for all at
all ages; 4) Ensure an inclusive education system, harmonize the quality of equality,
and support lifelong educational opportunities for all; 5) Pay attention to and empower
all women, including girls, to achieve gender equality in society; 6) Ensure clean and
sustainable sanitation and water management is available to all; 7) Ensure affordable
access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy sources for all; 8) Support
inclusive and sustainable economic development, maximum productive labor and
decent work for all.

Point number 9 is Developing resilient infrastructure development, supporting
inclusive and sustainable industrialization and helping the development of innovation;
10) Reducing problems of internal and inter-country inequality; 11) Designing urban
and residential development that is inclusive, safe, secure, resilient and sustainable; 12)
Monitor, ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns; 13) Take serious
action to combat climate change and reduce its impacts; 14) Conserve and utilize sea,
ocean and maritime resources for sustainable development; 15) Protect, restore and
support sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, manage forests sustainably, combat
desertification, which inhibits and overcomes land degradation which results in loss of
biodiversity; 16) Support peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development,
provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive
institutions at all levels; and the last one is Strengthen implementation measures and
revitalize global partnerships for sustainable development.

Based on the national goals of the Undang-Undang Dasar (UUD) 1945 as the
Indonesian Constitution in paragraph 4, explained that Indonesia has noble ideals,
namely, "protecting the entire Indonesian nation, advancing general welfare, and
making the life of the nation intelligent." So, Indonesia should take part in
implementing what has become a mutual agreement, namely regarding the SDGs
program with the aim of alleviating all existing social problems. To achieve sustainable
national development, the Indonesian government through the Ministry of National
Development Planning/National Development Planning Agency of the Republic of
Indonesia (Kementerian PPN/BAPPENAS) has made preparations to face the SDGs
targets in 2030, namely by encouraging all academics in higher education to participate
in order to encourage the achievement of a dynamic life without any divergence of
inequality in society. Through the initiation of the formation of the SDGs Center
Network which was adopted by the this ministry, it is hoped that all universities in
Indonesia can exchange ideas and experiences to make the SDGs target a success in
2030. The aim of this research is to identify the role and readiness of universities to be
designated as centers of sustainable development (SDGs center). Apart from that, this
research also explores how to monitor the progress of the SDGs center program at a
university that has been awarded as a sustainable university [2].
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2 Methods

The method used in this research is descriptive qualitative research. This research seeks
to find answers to the problem formulation by describing patterns, stages, methods and
steps. Type of qualitative descriptive research displays data as is without processing
manipulation or other treatment. The aim of this research is to presents a complete
picture of an event or intended to expose and clarify something phenomenon that
occurs. In no other way describes some number of variables regarding the problem
under study. This research interprets and describes data relating to that situation what
is happening, attitudes and views occurs in a society.

3 Discussion and Results

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a United Nations (UN) agenda proposed
by various countries on 25 September 2015 with the ultimate goal of ending poverty,
protecting the planet Earth and ensuring prosperity for all mankind. SDGs is a
replacement agenda for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which will run
from 2015-2030. It contains 17 goals with 169 measurable achievements. These 17
goals are expected to be achieved by 2030. Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's)
are a set of development goals designed to protect financial security and related living
standards in society, including education. Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's) can
be influenced by education. The goals of this SDG program can be achieved through
education; The growth of education in Indonesia supports the achievement of 17 SDGs
goals, including the formation of a nation with adequate and high-quality education [3].
Apart from that, in the education sector it is to ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and increase lifelong learning opportunities for all. In order to achieve the
goal of a healthy and prosperous life by 2030, 10 targets have been set which are
measured through 23 indicators. These targets consist of ensuring access to early
childhood care, primary and secondary education, as well as affordable and quality
vocational education including universities, eliminating gender disparities in education,
building and improving child-friendly educational facilities, and increasing the number
of qualified teachers. Based on Law no. 20 of 2003 Chapter 1 Article 1 concerning the
National Education System states that: Education is a conscious and planned effort to
create a learning atmosphere and learning process so that students actively develop their
potential to have religious spiritual strength, self-control, personality, intelligence,
noble character. , as well as the skills needed by himself, society, nation and state.
Therefore, quality education is used as one of the main goals in sustainable
development programs in several countries.

According to Laurie, Nonoyama-Tarumi, Mckeown, & Hopkins (2016) stated that
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) contributes in many ways to creating
quality education in elementary, secondary and tertiary schools. So that quality
education will prepare an intelligent nation, which will later encourage the country to
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progress and develop. Based on Law no. 20 of 2003 Chapter II Article 3 states: National
education functions to develop abilities and shape the character and manners of a
dignified nation in order to educate the life of the nation, aiming to develop the potential
of students to become human beings who believe in and are devoted to God Almighty,
have noble character, healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and
become democratic and responsible citizens. One of the government's priorities for
creating a quality nation is through formal education or schools. Schools are
educational institutions specifically designed to educate students under the supervision
of instructors or teachers in accordance with established national education standards.
So teachers have an important role in schools to educate students. The minimum
competency standards that teachers must have are pedagogical, personal, social and
professional competencies.

Learning achievement is the disclosure of learning outcomes in which there are changes
in students' experiences and learning processes. The success of the teaching and
learning process can also be influenced by the lecturer during course learning activities.
Apart from lecturer competition, there are also many factors that can influence student
learning achievement. Family or parental involvement in education has a very large
influence compared to other external factors. The various forms and patterns of
interaction between children and their families every day will determine the
development of the child's behavior and success as an adult.

Sustainable Development Goals are not just a program to meet current needs but to
prepare for the needs of future generations. Universities as leading actors have the
function and role of being the center of all world knowledge information which allows
them to become role models for action to eradicate and achieve the SDGs. Many
educational institutions have become pioneers at the forefront to make this program a
success. Implementation of the SDGs requires cooperation so that the impact can be
achieved effectively, efficiently and in accordance with the sustainable development
agenda.

In this context, there are at least two important aspects which are directly related to
universities: 'Education’ and ‘Innovation'. First, SDGs education is needed both inside
and outside campus environments. As higher education institutions, universities have
the mandates and opportunities to provide knowledge and expertise necessary to create
Indonesian future scientists, technicians and thinkers. Universities have the
opportunities to in still 'sustainability' ideas for future leaders and decision makers.
Universities also have the opportunities to promote education outside campus and reach
the community in the broad sense with applied educational programs or services.
Second, innovation is an important factor to accelerate the achievement of SDGs.
'Business as usual' approach for development will not provide the expected results,
particularly to address various development challenges in Indonesia which are still
difficult to overcome up to this point in time. Projected trend analysis of SDGs
achievement indicators in various districts/municipalities and provinces by UNDP
Indonesia and Universitas Padjadjaran’s SDGs Center has shown that all SDGs
indicators will not be achieved if we just follow the existing trend. SDGs achievement
in 2030 requires innovations in terms of regulation, approach and implementation
model.

The role of university is needed to pioneer, present and encourage various forms of
innovations for all goals. For example, analysis and development of innovative
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diagnostic tools that can help the government to determine policies and regulations as
well as technical research development that can help achieve specific goals such as: 1.
use of technology in the health sector that can help reduce maternal mortality rates (goal
4), 2. finding alternative energy sources that can used to provide electricity in remote
villages in Indonesia (goal 7), use of satellite technology and radar systems for protect
Indonesian sea and waters (goal 14) and even finding new food sources that can help
eliminate 'stunting' (goal 2) and others. Education and innovation are part of the Tri
Darma (Three Obligations) of Universities to Conduct Education, Research and
Community Outreach Services as stated in Law No. 12/2012. This means that the roles
and contributions of universities for SDGs achievements are included in their main
tasks.

The Indonesian government has shown a strong commitment to promote and
disseminate Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The highest commitment of the
government was proven with the issuance of Presidential Regulation (Peraturan
Presiden) No. 59/2017, which mandates 4 important aspects; 1) inclusive governance,
2) preparation of SDGs action plan, 3) success reporting and 4) SDGs financing, which
apply at national and sub- national levels (province and district/municipality).
Prioritizing ‘inclusiveness’ as one the important SDGs principles, SDGs governance
was built from four pillars of stakeholders, namely businesses and philanthropists,
academics and experts, civil society and media [4].

The implementation and success of SDGs depend on the four actors. Thus far, the
enthusiasm and involvement of SDGs stakeholders in Indonesia is very positive.
Philanthropists work together with civil society to implement various programs;
businesses participate to develop various innovative financing instruments; civil society
works directly with the community and advocate government’s commitment on SDGs
principles and several universities play their roles in performing analysis for the
formulation of SDGs National/Local Action Plan along with the monitoring
framework. In addition to being part of the SDGs coordination team and assisting the
preparation of the SDGs National and Local Action Plan, universities are also expected
to conduct important researches that can help address difficult development challenges.
Universities should use planning documents (both the National Action Plan/RAN and
Local Action Plan/RAD) as reference to determine the types of research for the
institutions. Various challenges identified in the RAD/RAN can serve as inputs for
universities to develop their community outreach programs.

Up to 2018, various important activities have been undertaken by universities in
Indonesia in the context of SDGs. Starting from an event to introduce SDGs to students,
seminars, conferences and various workshops with SDGs themes and efforts to develop
SDGs-based core curriculum as done by the Universitas Padjadjaran. Furthermore,
several universities in Indonesia have set up 'SDGs Centers'. There are 6 universities
with SDGs Centers: Universitas Padjadjaran, Universitas Jember, Universitas Andalas,
Universitas Bengkulu and Institut Pertanian Bogor. This effort deserves appreciation.
Other universities are also expected to participate actively. It would be better if
universities work together in one network, as practiced by other stakeholders.
Businesses and philanthropists and civil society groups have managed to organize their
own groups and formed a 'forum' or 'network' as a vehicle to discuss and determine the
right contributions as SDGs main stakeholders.
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At the end of January, UNDP Indonesia in collaboration with Ministry of Bappenas
initiated the establishment of a "University Network for SDGs' by inviting rectors and
heads of community outreach centers of 50 universities throughout Indonesia, directors
of SDGs Centers from 6 universities, development partners and embassies as well as
businesses and civil society representatives. The enthusiasm of the participants who
attended the event was extraordinary. Almost all universities in Indonesia have played
arole in SDGs, in their own ways. The discussion on the establishment of the network
received positive response from all participants and was supported by provincial
government representatives who were present. The establishment of the university
forum or network for SDGs can be a strategic platform where members can discuss and
determine the right approach and method in making a real contribution to SDGs,
especially to accelerate the achievement of SDGs.

As the initiator of the idea, UNDP Indonesia proposed three approaches to the network
establishment, First, a geographical approach where universities located on the same
island can work together to resolve similar issues. Second, a thematic approach where
network members group themselves in various themes, for example: renewable energy,
poverty alleviation, stunting reduction and other themes, and the last, a ‘pillar’ approach
where universities group themselves based on economics, social, environment and
governance pillars. With the complexity of SDGs and the many issues facing Indonesia,
the contribution of universities is a necessity. The positive response from the
universities to form the network is one important step that must be followed up
immediately, with a consideration of the above three possible approaches.

A critical review of SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) Centers in higher
education institutions in Indonesia involves an analysis of the role, challenges and
impact of these centers in supporting sustainable development goals. The role of the
SDGs Center are, first, Research and Innovation Center: Developing research related
to SDGs issues, such as poverty alleviation, quality education and climate change.
Second, Education and Awareness: Increase awareness among students and the public
about the importance of SDGs through seminars, workshops and campaigns. Third,
Partnerships: Working with governments, the private sector and non-governmental
organizations to implement SDGs-based projects. Apart from that, there are several
challenges faced including Limited Resources: Limited funding and human resources
can hinder program effectiveness; Lack of Understanding: There are still many parties
who do not understand the importance of the SDGs, both in academic circles and the
wider community; and also Curriculum Integration: Difficulty in integrating SDGs into
the formal education curriculum [5].

Meanwhile, critical review of the Indonesian government's efforts to implement the
SDG's (Sustainable Development Goals) in higher education institutions can include
several important aspects: (1) Awareness and Understanding means that the
government has made efforts to increase awareness of the SDGs among lecturers and
students. However, a deep understanding of specific objectives and indicators still
needs to be improved. A more intensive training and outreach program is needed. (2)
The integration of SDGs in the higher education curriculum is still uneven. Some
universities have started to include SDGs in their courses, but there are still many that
have not done so. Efforts to create SDGs-based curricula must be encouraged to be
relevant to local contexts. (3) Research and Innovation: the government supports
research that focuses on SDGs issues, but access to research funds and collaboration
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between institutions need to be strengthened. Innovations in technology and sustainable
practices are critical to achieving this goal.

4 Conclusions

State-owned higher educational institutions in Indonesia should be able to play an
important role in achieving the SDGs by becoming “centers of excellence” that assist
the central government and local governments in the preparation, implementation,
monitoring, evaluation and reporting of the SDGs action plan in Indonesia in
accelerating the achievement of this global commitment. SDGs Centers at higher
education institutions in Indonesia have great potential to contribute to achieving
sustainable development goals. By addressing existing challenges and increasing
capacity, these centers can play an important role in creating a more sustainable future.
The government's efforts to implement the SDGs in higher education institutions in
Indonesia demonstrate its commitment to achieving sustainability goals. However,
there are still significant challenges that need to be overcome through better
collaboration between government educational institutions and society. A holistic and
participatory approach is essential to achieve maximum results.
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