)

Check for
updates

The Formation of Wayang Village Identity in Sawahan
Village, Karanganyar

*Shubuha Pilar Naredia' Dewina Postalia Mayasari? Dinda Andira Tegar® Aditya
Putra*

1,234 Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, Universitas Sebelas Maret, Surakarta, Indonesia
shubuhapilar@staff.uns.ac.id

Abstract.Tradition is a potential to be developed into the collective identity of
an area, including the subur-ban village area. There is a sub-urban village area in
Karanganyar Regency that has built its regional identity as Wayang Village.
Therefore, this study aims to describe the formation of the identity of Wayang
Village in Sawahan Village, Jaten District, Karanganyar Regency. To illustrate
the formation of the identity of the Wayang Village, a functional structural
scheme developed by Talcott Parson was used. This study is a single case study
conducted by cross sectional. The data is sourced from information obtained
directly from interviews. Other data were also collected from observation and
literature studies. The informants were selected in a purposive manner using
gender, age, and actor involvement typography with a total of 16 people. The
data were analyzed using an interactive model with triangulation validity.
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1 Introduction

National development is needed in a country as a form of development from, by, and
for the people which is carried out in various aspects of the nation's life including social,
cultural, economic, political and other aspects to achieve the goals of the state (Heliarta,
2:2020). National development can be carried out with various strategies, one of which
is through the village approach strategy. Villages are an administrative basis used to
identify national development problems because villages have a sterategical role as the
smallest development locus (Natalia & Maulidya, 2023: 22). So that it becomes the
spearhead in identifying a problem, seeing needs, to planning and realizing goals (Sidik,
2015: 116). The contribution or tangible form of the village as a pillar of national
development is outlined in the Village Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), where
the village is a national commitment in an effort to create a village that is inclusive,
sustainable, and has the ability to compete to face future challenges in accordance with
the locality of the village (Mas, 2021: 88).

The village SDGs are also supported by the birth of Law Number 6 of 2014 which
regulates the granting of autonomous authority to village governments to manage and
develop villages into advanced, strong, independent, and democratic regions (Susanti,
2017: 29). Based on the Law, a strong government milestone will be better if it is built
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from the village level to realize independence and improve the quality of life of the
community. One of them is in the 17th SDGs point related to optimizing village
potential to achieve sustainable village development through partnerships that show
cooperation between villages, the government, the private sector, and civil society
(Iskandar, 2020: 140).

The realization of partnerships in villages is implemented in the form of cooperation
between various components of the community in preserving local traditions which are
the whole ideas, activities, and results of human activities in a community group in an
area and are characteristics that must be maintained and need to be preserved (Ismail in
Tjahyadi et al., 2019: 32). Therefore, local traditions are able to become a potential
flagship of the village that can be used as a source of income to improve the welfare of
the community accompanied by proper promotion management so that it can be known
by the wider community (Suroso et al., 2022: 2456). In addition, the use of local
traditions can also be useful for cultural revitalization and increase pride among
villagers.

The existence of local traditions in their realization is faced with the challenges of
modernity. This condition makes local traditions vulnerable to change, disappear, and
shift. One of them is through foreign cultures that develop in people's lives (Kartawinata
in Nasruddin, 2011: 7). This can happen because through cultural contact, a more active
and high culture will influence a lower and passive culture (Malinowski in Nahak,
2019: 1). Local traditions that are in vulnerable conditions occur in sub-urban areas
which are also said to be transitional areas (Sukirno & Harianto, 2017: 2). Cultural
aspects that develop in sub-urban areas experience a mixture of traditional and modern
(Muryanti, 2022: 117).

Sub-urban communities tend to experience changes that lead to the orientation of cities
caused by urbanization factors, infrastructure development, and government policies.
The influence of urban culture in various aspects greatly influences the population in
sub-urban areas that are closer to the developed urban land, the stronger the influence
of urban nature will be (Yunus, 2009: 316).

Sub-urban areas in the Solo Raya area can be found, one of which is in the area between
Surakarta City and Karanganyar Regency, namely Sawahan Village which is located in
Jaten District, Karanganyar Regency. Sawahan Village is a sub-urban area that has local
traditions. Sawahan Village tries to communicate itself by using its regional identity as
a communication function. The communication function carried out has the purpose of
fulfilling the purpose of identity (Liliweri, 2011:136). The fulfillment of identity needs
aims to build an image related to the characteristics of local traditions owned by
Sawahan Village. This is also a form of contribution to the development of Sawahan
Village.

Sawahan Village consists of two RWs in it, one of which is the community of the RW
23 area which has local traditions, mainly the art of puppetry and karawitan. The
community in the RW 23 area began to form a communication function through the
formation of groups or art associations as a form of identity for Sawahan Village. This
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activity is also supported by the existence of intellectual actors in Sawahan Village who
facilitate the community with their knowledge and abilities related to arts such as
puppet puppets and karawitan art. Intellectuals play a role in arousing the awareness of
the people of Sawahan Village in fostering the potential development of their local
traditions. As for seeing the potential possessed by Sawahan Village, the local Village
Government determined Sawahan Village to become a Wayang Village by
collaborating with artists in the village (Hartono, 2024:1). The establishment of
Kampung Wayang is possible so that the community can continue to preserve Javanese
culture and form Sawahan Village as a strong and independent village.

Various studies that research related to the formation of village identity through its
potential include Suranny Research (2021), Sembiring et al. research, (2023), Rahayu
et al. research (2022), Febriani research (2024), and Zein research (2024). Based on the
research, the majority discussed related to the development of superior potential, whose
development direction is clearly intended as a tourist village for the function of tourism
commodification. As for the case of RW 23 in Sawahan Village, the various local
traditions owned are not only used as superior potential, but also used to reinforce the
identity of Sawahan Village as a sub-urban area with a communication function for the
area. The identity that was built seems to support and even strengthen the identity of
Sawahan Village as a sub-urban area. In other words, the identity of the Village is built
from the collective identity of the group of residents in it. This seems to make Kampung
Wayang Desa Sawahan different from other tourist villages, because the actors in it are
more emphasized about the existence of traditions that are maintained, not just the
commercialization of the meaning of identity that grows from it.

Based on the above description, it is important to have a study related to the formation
of the identity of Wayang Village in Sawahan Village, Jaten District, Karanganya
Regency. This will be detailed related to the reason for the formation, the purpose of
the formation, the actors involved in the formation period, and the process of forming
the Wayang Village. Furthermore, it will be studied in depth related to the impacts,
benefits, driving factors, and inhibitions of the formation of Wayang Village.

2 Methods

This study uses a qualitative type with a cross sectional case study approach that
examines the formation of the identity of Wayang Village which specifically occurs in
Sawahan Village, Jaten District, Karanganyar Regency. Data sources are obtained
directly and indirectly. The direct source of data comes from the results of interviews
with informants who are selected using non-probability techniques with a purposive
type. The informants in this study are the RW 23 community and intellectuals
(puppeteers, artists, artists, and art lecturers) in Sawahan Village, art associations in
Sawahan Village, Jaten Tourism Awareness Groups and Sawahan Village Government
Institutions such as Jaten Village. Meanwhile, the source of indirect data can be
obtained through books, journals, documentation, historical reports, documentation.
The data collection technique was carried out through (1) in-depth interviews, (2)
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observations, and (3) literature studies. The data validity technique used is source
triangulation by checking data that has been obtained through several sources ranging
from direct sources such as interviews and observations and indirect sources such as
documents and archives. The data analysis technique used is Flow Chart Analysis or
Miles & Huberman's (1994) version of flow data analysis which consists of three main
activities, namely data reduction, presenting data, and summarizing data.

3 Discussion and Results

3.1 Result

3.1.1 Wayang as a Community Tradition in Sawahan Village
The data collection technique was carried out through (1) in-depth interviews, (2)
Wayang sebagai salah satu jenis kesenian traditional. Wayang is one of Indonesia's
traditional arts that has existed since the time of our ancestors and has been passed
down from generation to generation. This puppet has become one of the most iconic
performing arts in Indonesia. The values contained in wayang have been proven to be
a reference for values and norms for the local community as well as a reference in the
implementation of local government development programs. The meaning of wayang
epistemologically comes from the word Wad an Hyang which means "ancestor", but
there are also some opinions that wayang comes from the word shadow, shadow or
shadow has a dreamy, vague, or dimly lit nuance (Kasim, 2018: 48).

The existence of puppets has become a community activity in Sawahan Village.
Wayang as a form of local tradition is shown to support the existence of tradition which
is beginning to be threatened by the increasingly strong current of modernity. The
people of Sawahan Village, precisely in RW 23, are indeed famous for the area that has
local traditional arts in the form of puppets and karawitan art. This is shown by the
number of people who have professions related to the preservation of puppets such as
puppeteers, sinden, gamelan players, art lecturers and so on. There are even some
people who still hold fast to the preservation of local traditions with part-time jobs as
puppet makers. The type of puppet used in Sawahan Village is puppet puppetry. At
first, this puppet has not been carried out massively in the village, but then intellectuals
try to build public awareness to take advantage of the potential of the puppets they have.
So that there is a hope that this puppet is not only understood by a handful of people,
but also the entire community is able to understand it.

The process of introducing puppets to the community was carried out at the
Madhangkara Studio. The Madhangkara Studio is a center for community associations
in Sawahan Village in carrying out various art activities. Wayang and karawitan art are
actively performed in the studio every day except on Wednesdays and Fridays. In
addition, there are a lot of various puppets and gamelan that belong to Dalang Ki Cahyo
Kuntadi who is also the owner of the studio. Through the studio, puppets are introduced
to the community, both to fathers, mothers, teenagers, and children. In fact, in every
RT in Sawahan Village, it is targeted that there will be at least one puppeteer who is
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able to master puppet games. The achievement of this target is carried out through
puppeteer training activities with a total of 13 RTs, there will be potential residents who
will be selected to receive more intensive puppeteer training.

The people in Sawahan Village believe in puppets not only as a performance medium,
but also as an educational medium for the community. The stories displayed in the
puppet show are considered by the community to contain moral and ethical values that
can be a lesson for the younger generation. For example, puppet stories are related to
the relationship between parents and children which teaches children to be filial to their
parents. This needs to be done because in the RW 23 area of Sawahan Village is a
residential area where the average of the people begins to be modern and indifferent to
the local traditions they have because the community is getting closer to the westernized
culture. The existence of puppets as a community tradition also makes puppets a place
to strengthen interaction between communities in Sawahan Village.

Sawahan Village itself often holds puppet shows, precisely at Indrapastha Square,
Madhangkara Studio, Sawahan Village. Puppet shows in Sawahan Village are often
held at important events in the village. For example, during the month of Sura, a puppet
show is held for 7 days with performances from different puppeteers. The puppeteer
was taken from representatives of each RT in Sawahan Village. The event was held
lively by involving the participation of the entire Sawahan Village Community. The
entire committee in each event that was carried out involved the community as a
committee and performer in the event. In fact, in each of these events there will be a
bazaar of MSMEs from the Sawahan Village Community. Wayang is also a product
that is traded in the event. This shows that puppets are not only a form of performance,
nowadays they are also used as a local product that has a buying and selling value.
Wayang kulit is in demand as a product in the form of souvenirs or souvenirs, either
made as a puppet product for performances complete with gapitan or framed puppet
products Seeing wayang as a performance venue in Sawahan Village shows that the
puppet is able to strengthen social bonds between residents in Sawahan Village. The
togetherness carried out by the community in the performance creates a sense of
togetherness and solidarity between the Sawahan community.

Although puppetry is a fairly ancient and conservative tradition, the Sawahan Village
Community is able to show its ability to adapt to this increasingly rapid development
of the times. They continued to use puppets and innovated them by incorporating some
modern elements. The puppet show held by the puppeteers in the village uses assistance
such as audio visual technology, without losing its traditional essence. They still show
traditional thick elements, but also have a modern touch. Examples of puppet
performances such as puppet puppets are considered to be easier for people with a more
modern language to understand. This shows that this puppet has begun to be ingrained
in the lives of the Sawahan Village Community.

This research also shows that, although the existence of wayang is still appreciated and
well preserved in Sawahan Village, there are still several challenges faced in
maintaining this tradition, such as the difficulty of attracting the interest of the younger
generation. However, the community in Sawahan Village, especially the intellectuals,
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hopes that with the provision, training, and promotion of the puppets, puppets will
become a community tradition that continues to live and develop in Sawahan Village.
The description above shows that puppetry in Sawahan Village is not only a performing
art, but also as a major part of the identity and life of the people in Sawahan Village.

3.1.2 Tradition as Identity Shaping

Local traditions are the overall ideas, activities, and results of human activities in a local
community group in a certain location that is still growing and developing and is used
as a common guideline (Ismail, 2011: 229-230). The process of identity formation, one
of which is by utilizing traditions in sub-urban areas with various activities carried out.
In this regard, tradition plays an important role in shaping individual and collective
identities through the communication function carried out by the Sawahan Village
Community. Sawahan Village has its main local traditions, namely the art of puppetry
and karawitan. Various artistic activities carried out in the village are not only daily
activities, but also as a reflection of the identity of the community.

Research shows that there is a tradition of puppet performances in Sawahan Village
which functions as a medium to express cultural values that have been owned by the
community. Wayang which was initially only used as a means to preserve local
traditions and as an effort to revitalize culture later in the RW 23 Community of
Sawahan Village. Then, with the existence of various art activities and events that have
been carried out, Sawahan Village is known as an area that has the potential to excel in
puppetry by other regions. In fact, the events that were carried out were not only visited
by the Sawahan Community, but also many visitors from outside the area who came to
see the puppet show.

The function of communication as an identity builder is carried out through the
formation of associations. The association was formed to help form the identity of
Sawahan Village. Some of the art associations formed in Sawahan Village include the
Mung Srawung Association, the Asih Prana Association, and the Children's Dalang
Association. The Mung Srawung Association is a karawitan association consisting of
the gentlemen of each RT in RT 23 Sawahan Village. This association is the first
community in Sawahan Village, because the gentlemen in Sawahan Village are also the
ones who initiated the establishment of the Wayang Village in Sawahan Village. So
that they have a high spirit in every artistic activity that will be carried out. The
association consists of 11 members, which for some time in the September-October
2024 period will be regeneration of players. So it is hoped that men who are still in the
younger generation can also participate in the group.

Then, second, there is the Asih Prana Association. The Asih Prana Association is a
group consisting of women from each RT representative in RW 23 Sawahan Village.
The formation of this association is based on the interest of women in seeing the success
of the Mung Srawung Association in the development of Sawahahan Village. This
group is also diligent in practicing and performing in every event held in the village. In
fact, it is not uncommon for this group to also be invited to events held in other villages
or regions.
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The third group is the children's puppeteer association. The intellectuals in Sawahan
Village also attract good children, including some teenagers, to be introduced to the art
of puppetry. The children were taught from the initial technique to the final technique
considering that they had no knowledge and ability at all about the art of puppetry. So
it is hoped that this activity can foster children's interest in becoming puppeteers. In
several events held, it can be seen that children have the courage to participate. In fact,
they looked to be slick in playing puppets and when they were on stage they were not
helped by the coach anymore.

The results of the study show that tradition contributes greatly to fostering the collective
consciousness of the community. The active participation of the community in tradition
creates a sense of responsibility for the community to preserve and continue their
culture. This creates a strong collective identity, which is shown by each individual
feeling a greater part of themselves. Tradition in Sawahan Village then functions as a
strong identity formation in the community. Through puppetry, karawitan art, puppetry,
and so on, local traditions are not only maintained, but also adapted in accordance with
today's modern culture, especially since they live in sub-urban areas that are very thick
with the challenges of modernity. So that the people of Sawahan Village realize that
their identity is tied to the heritage of local traditions that they must maintain and
preserve.

3.1.3 The Formation of Wayang Village Identity in Sawahan Village,
Karanganyar

The local tradition in the form of puppet puppets and karawitan that they have makes a
superior potential that needs to be developed more actively in Sawahan Village. In this
regard, the intellectuals in Sawahan Village bridged in the formation of Wayang Village in
collaboration with the Jaten Village Government. The formation of the Wayang Village is
divided into several stages, namely:

A. Planning

The planning process begins with the initiation of intellectuals. The intellectuals who
initiated the formation of the Wayang Village include: Ki Cahyo Kuntadi, Pak Surya,
Pak Gfatut, and Mas Yudha. Initially, their goal in forming this wayang village was not
as a means of commercialization in the village, but to unite solidarity due to the lack of
communication between neighbors. With the existence of artistic activities carried out
at the Madhankara Studio, it is considered to be able to form good communication
between the community. In addition, they also began to feel worried about the condition
of the younger generation in Sawahan Village who prefer to play gadgets and other
technology. So they invited the residents, especially the younger generation, to practice
playing gamelan and puppets at the Madhangkara Studio. After these activities, they
then formed several associations so that the artistic activities carried out could run more
systematically. Paguyuban tersebut diantaranya terdapat Paguyuban Mung Srawung,
Paguyuban Asih Prana, dan Paguyuban Dalang Anak. Melihat aktivitas yang dijalankan
berjalan dengan lancar, kemudian, diselenggarakan beberapa event-event di Lapangan
Indraprastha Sanggar Madhangkara. Event tersebut ternyata mendapatkan antusias yang
besar dari Masyarakat luar dan Pemerintah. Berangkat dari itu, kemudian aktor-aktor
intelektual tersebut mencoba untuk membangun kemitraan dengan Pemerintah Desa
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Sawahan dibantu dengan bantuan Kelompok Sadar Wisata (Pokdarwis) untuk
meresimkan pembentukan Kampung Wayang pada bulan April 2024.

B. Implementation

The implementation of identity shaping in Wayang Village began with the holding of
the "Suran Kampung Wayang" event which was also accompanied by the inauguration
of the names of RT street alleys which were replaced with the names of puppets in each
RT. For example, RT 1 is named "Jalan Nakula", RT 2 is named "Jalan Werkudara" and
so on. Then, various training classes were formed such as puppetry, karawitan, dance,
Javanese, and sinden. These classes are promoted to be attended by the entire
community in Sawahan Village. The trainers from these classes are the community in
Sawahan Village itself and are also taken from experts who are already competent in the
field of art. The Sawahan people who take part in these classes consist of various
generations ranging from young to old. The classes held were promoted with brochures
distributed by the management of Sanggar Madhangkara and to attend each class, every
month the students of the art class were expected to pay Rp. 200,000.00. After the
promotion process was carried out for 1 month, it turned out that the enthusiasm of the
community was very great to take part in the training class. This is shown by the full
number of class slots held so that additional schedules are needed in the existence of the
art practice class. In fact, there are class members who are people from outside the region
such as from Magetan and Purbalingga who take part in the puppet class. Each member
of the class was distributed clothes with the Madhangkara Studio logo. This shows that
the management of the Madhangkara Studio has a strong solidarity in the
implementation of the formation of the identity of the Wayang Village. The results of
the study also show that Wayang Village has been able to hold several events that have
run successfully. The event was held in collaboration with the Jaten Village Government
and collaborated with the studio community in other villages. There are two events that
have been successfully carried out in Sawahan Village, including "Suran Kampung
Wayang" and "Jaten Holds People's Culture". Each event was held at Indraprastha Field,
Sawahan Village by involving the entire community to fully participate. The
associations and practice classes in Sawahan Village display each field of their
respective arts in each of these events. In fact, it is not uncommon for associations in
Sawahan Village to be invited to events outside the village. For example, on October
11, the Mung Srawung Association was invited to fill the 2024 Surakarta Cultural Title
event. So it can be said that the identity of Kampung Wayang in Sawahan Village is
widely known by the community.

C. Maintenance

The maintenance stage in the process of forming the identity of Kampung Wayang in
Sawahan Village is carried out in several ways by involving the entire Sawahan
Community and the Jaten Village Government. Some of the efforts that can be made
include: (1) The training that is carried out consistently, the management of the
Madhangkara Studio continues to try to keep the classes running smoothly, namely by
implementing a system of practice classes such as the system in schools so that the art
practice classes will continue to run smoothly; (2) The existence of routine performances
and art festivals that will be carried out in Sawahan Village with these activities is
expected to attract the attention of the community from other areas; (3) The association
that is run can collaborate with other art communities. With this collaboration, they can
exchange experiences so that they can strengthen a large and wide network; (4) The use
of social media and technology to promote the Wayang Village more widely. For
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example, by forming a special website for Wayang Village and actively digitizing on
social media to introduce everything in Wayang Village; (5) The community and the
Jaten Village Government continue to play an active role in preserving local traditions
starting from the planning, implementation, and maintenance process so that it is hoped
that each individual will have a strong sense of collective responsibility for the formation
of the identity of Wayang Village in Sawahan Village.

3.2 Discussion

The AGIL scheme is used to be able to identify the structures that exist in the community
in the Wayang Village, the discussion is as follows:

A. Adaptation

The form of community adaptation in Kampung Wayang is achieved in various
ways, for example through debriefing and training. This debriefing and training
was carried out as an effort to be able to expand the network and attract interest
from the community in the area to get to know more about the arts in Kampung
Wayang. Forms of exercises that are routinely carried out in Kampung Wayang
are in the form of karawitan, puppeteers, dances, sinden, to Javanese language
learning. The exercise is carried out continuously and at regular times, this is a
form of adaptation to the surrounding community to get to know and love the
culture and identity of Kampung Wayang itself better.

Goal Attainment

The formation of identity as a puppet village has a specific purpose. The purpose
of the formation of the identity of Wayang Village is not only as a label for a
village, but also as a form of sustainable development for the village. Sustainable
development is important to be further initiated and become a focus for village
communities. This is related to the development of human resources and the
formation of better welfare for the community in the village, in this case, the
Wayang Village. In addition, the formation of identity as a Wayang Village is
also used to be able to further form a sense of solidarity in the community in the
region. The various forms of activities and the many activities in Kampung
Wayang are one of the places to interact for the community and form good
relations between the villagers. Through interaction and good relations between
residents in Wayang Village, it also increases their sense of solidarity, mutual
belonging, and pride in their identity as Wayang Village. The training and
performance activities carried out are one of the ways for the community in
Kampung Wayang to further strengthen their identity and introduce Kampung
Wayang to the wider community. The role of the media is also very strong to
spread the identity of the Wayang Village to the wider community. These
explanations also emphasize that the purpose of the identity of the Wayang
Village is not only as a label, but aims to preserve culture, form a sense of
community solidarity, and popularize and introduce the culture preserved in the
Wayang Village.
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C. Integration

The formation of identity as a Wayang Village certainly requires the
participation of many parties and long and systematic stages that must be carried
out. This identity as a Wayang Village cannot be realized without the formation
of integration and mutually supportive relationships from many parties. The
participation of the Jaten Village Government is very necessary to continue to
support the implementation of all forms of activities in Wayang Village. The
efforts made by the Jaten Village Government are by organizing cultural
activities in collaboration with the Madhangkara Studio. The form of activity
that also involves this studio is a support and effort from the village government
to further strengthen the identity of the Wayang Village. The Jaten Village
Government also played a role in inaugurating the Wayang Village. In addition
to the village government, the Karanganyar Regency Tourism, Youth and Sports
Office also plays an active role in developing and further socializing the Wayang
Village to the wider community. Other parties that play a role are capital owners,
community organizations, and information media. The form of integration
between the people of Kampung Wayang and these parties is one of the efforts
to realize good and harmonious cooperation to develop the identity of the
Wayang Village.

D. Latency

The community and related parties play an active role in maintaining and
maintaining the pattern formed in Kampung Wayang. Routine training activities
are one of the efforts of the community in Kampung Wayang to continue to
revive existing activities and as an activity to maintain existing patterns. Other
activities outside of training, such as performances and festivals that continue to
be carried out, are a form of maintenance and development of the identity that
has been formed in the community. However, the community in Kampung
Wayang does not only stop at existing patterns. The community continues to
strive to innovate and try new things as an effort to strengthen their identity as
Kampung Wayang.

4 Conclusions

Part of the results of this study highlights the role of the wayang tradition in Sawahan Village
as an integral part of community life. The results show that puppets function as an
educational medium that teaches moral values, such as the importance of filial piety to
parents. Puppet shows not only maintain traditional values, but also innovate with modern
elements such as audio-visual technology. The results also revealed the existence of art
associations, including the Mung Srawung Association, Asih Prana, and Dalang
Association, which strengthened the village's cultural identity through training and
performances. The active participation of the community in this activity shows a sense of
togetherness and solidarity, as well as strengthens the collective identity as "Kampung
Wayang." The establishment of Wayang Village through the planning, implementation, and
maintenance stages involves the collaboration of the community, the village government,
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and external parties. Events such as "Suran Kampung Wayang" reinforce this cultural
identity and attract the attention of the wider community.
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