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Abstract. Society has been defined in different ways, both as a socio-cultural 

phenomenon and as a process of interaction between classes. Society is seen as a 

structure that shapes the perceptions, beliefs, morals and ideals of groups or 

individuals who share a common culture and have mutual connections, and at the 

same time both frees and limits the individual. Therefore, individuals in society are in 

constant interaction. A disruption in society can therefore damage the whole system. 

It may even cause the dissolution and disintegration of social bonds. This situation, 

which is defined as social degeneration, is also called social decay. The aim of this 

study is to examine the social decay that occurs in schools and to determine the 

problems and solutions that arise accordingly. In this context, the study was designed 

with qualitative research method to reach direct and in-depth data. Descriptive 

analysis method was used to analyse the data. The population of the study consists of 

Onikişubat district, one of the central districts of Kahramanmaraş province. The study 

group consists of a total of fifteen teachers, five at the primary school level, five at the 

secondary school level and five at the high school level, determined by random 

method. According to the data obtained as a result of the research, they stated that 

social decay in schools is increasing rapidly and it is now very difficult to prevent it. 

They stated that this situation is gradually increasing, especially due to the 

unconscious use of social media tools. It was emphasized that in order to prevent this 

negative situation, it is important to involve not only educational institutions but also 

families in the process. It was stated that the administrators who have authority in the 

administration of the country should make the necessary legal regulations and 

inspections to protect children and young people. 
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1 Introduction

According to Kongar (2004), society can be defined as a socio-cultural phenomenon 

and a process of interaction between classes. Sorokin, on the other hand, defines 

society as a socio-cultural system built on certain meanings, values and rules. Güven 

(1999), referring to Parsons' definition, defines society as a system that maintains its 

long-term existence and utilizes resources appropriate for this purpose. Kongar 

(2004), from Berelson and Steiner's point of view, considers society as individuals 

who share a way of life, while Maclver and Page (1969) argue that the knowledge of 

the parties constitutes the basis of society. Fichter (1996) defines society as a network 
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of groups that share a common culture and are in mutual relationships. Maclver and 

Page (1969) explain society as a structure that shapes individuals' perceptions, beliefs, 

moral values and ideals. 

Society is a whole consisting of both material and spiritual elements. Its material 

existence is built on perceptions, beliefs and values. The basis of this material world 

and behaviors are the cultural codes that enable their formation. Culture serves as a 

map and compass that determines the direction of movement of the individual and 

society and does not lead to chaos. The term "culture" is derived from the Latin word 

"colere", which in Turkish means "hars", i.e. "crop/sown". Fichter (1994) defines 

culture as a whole consisting of goods and tools that meet people's biological needs 

and the ideas, beliefs, arts and traditions arising from living in social communities. 

According to Bostancı (2003), M. Turhan sees culture as the totality of the material 

and spiritual values of a society. 

According to the Final Declaration of the World Conference on Cultural Policies of 

UNESCO (1982), culture is defined as a combination of material, spiritual, mental and 

emotional characteristics that define a society or social group. The scope of culture 

includes universality, locality, historical dimensions and its relationship with 

socialization. Özlem (2000) states that the individual is affected by both national and 

universal cultural environments. One of the basic characteristics of culture is that it 

carries the heritage of the past and enriches it with innovations for the future. 

According to Aktan (1994), morality refers to the value judgements that are called 

"good" or "bad", "right" or "wrong" in human relations. The term morality is derived 

from Arabic 'hulk', Greek 'ethos' and Latin 'mos'. Morality is a system of customs and 

traditions, value judgements, norms and rules developed in society. This system 

determines and directs the right and wrong behavior of individuals. 

Ethics, on the other hand, is derived from the Greek word 'ethos' and is generally used 

to describe relationships, actions and individuals, but it also refers to a field of 

knowledge. Ethics is a field of knowledge that aims to enlighten basic concepts such 

as 'good', 'virtue', 'justice' and 'wisdom' (Oğuz et al., 2005). In this context, ethics can 

be defined as an activity aimed at providing accurate information about actions and 

values (Oğuz et al., 2005). At the same time, ethics is the field of systematic thinking 

and questioning on morality, and research and discussion on moral life (Cevizci, 

2002). Living in accordance with ethical standards is associated with defending and 

justifying one's lifestyle. If individuals can justify their behavior’s even if they differ 

from the ethical standards of others, this situation can be evaluated within the 

framework of ethics (Singer, 2015). Pieper (2012) defines ethics as a theoretical and 

applied science that is associated with practical and theoretical disciplines. 
Individuals in society are in a constant state of interaction. In this interaction process, 
individual’s may encounter different values, rules, laws and behavioral patterns. 
Members of society may question values and norms, abandon some of them and 
adopt new ones (Bahar, 2009). This change can be positive or negative. Negative 
changes may lead to cracks between the individual and the society and cause social 
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degeneration. Corruption is a situation that is intertwined with morality and ethics and 
means loss of value and decay. According to Caiden (1988), corruption means decay, 
deterioration and the display of immoral actions and behaviors. According to Tarı 
(2006), corruption is defined as a set of illegal and unethical actions that cause the 
economic, political and social system to lose its functioning. Corruption is a process 
that varies depending on time and is fueled by factors such as social value confusion 
and prioritization of personal interests. Social corruption occurs when individuals 
exhibit behaviors contrary to the value systems of the society and damage social 
interests for the sake of their own interests. This process is based on public, 
economic, educational, political, bureaucratic, social and historical reasons. 
Individuals in society are in constant interaction and every development experienced 

as a result of these interactions affects all stakeholders of the society. Therefore, a 

deterioration in society affects all segments of society. Social deterioration can lead to 

the dissolution and deterioration of social life. This situation refers to a situation 

called social degeneration or social decay. The situation of this concept, which attracts 

the attention of the researcher and creates an increasing impact, in education, one of 

the most important elements of society, and in schools, the most organized structure of 

education, should be addressed. In this context, analyzing the social decay in schools 

has been determined as the main problem statement of the research. 

The aim of this study is to analyses the social decay in schools and to determine the 

problems caused by this situation and possible solutions based on the views of 

teachers. In this context, it is aimed to analyses the social decay in schools based on the 

views of teachers. In line with this purpose, answers to the following questions will be 

sought. 

1. What are teachers' opinions about social decay in schools? 

2. According to teachers' views, what are the factors that trigger social decay in 

ools? 

3. According to teachers' views, what are the reflections of social decay in schools on 

cation and social life? 

4. According to teachers' views, how does social decay in schools affect teacher-

cher, teacher-student and teacher-parent relationships? 

What are the views of teachers on the prevention of social decay in schools? 

The main purpose of this study is to examine the phenomenon of social decay in 

schools from the perspective of teachers. Based on the teachers' own views, the 

current situation of social decay in schools, the factors that trigger this process and 

whether social decay can be prevented or not are evaluated. Teachers' experiences and 

views on this issue will help us better understand how social decay occurs in schools. 

The focus of the research is on the difficulties faced by teachers regarding social 

decay and their suggestions for solutions to this situation. Since teachers are the 

individuals who most closely observe the effects of social decay in schools, strategies 

were developed to address this problem in line with their views. The study aims to 

provide informative and guiding suggestions for all stakeholders struggling with 

social decay. 
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The findings of this study will serve as an important guide for preventing social decay 

in the education system. In the light of the data obtained, policy makers and 

practitioners will be able to review their strategies for the education system and 

develop new approaches that will contribute to the prevention of social decay. It is 

thought that this study will make an important contribution to the reduction of social 

decay. 

1 .  Method 

2.1 Research Model 

In this study, the phenomenological design, which is one of the qualitative research 

methods that refers to the views of individuals who experience this phenomenon in 

order to collect information about a particular phenomenon, was preferred. 

Phenomenology is a qualitative research approach that aims to examine the 

experiences of individuals and how they make sense of these experiences. This design 

aims to reveal the relationships between the events experienced and how individuals 

perceive these events and to discover how they experience the essence of a particular 

phenomenon (Tekindal, 2021; Swanborn, 2010). The phenomenological method aims 

to understand the basic features of these experiences by investigating the common 

experiences of individuals. In this study, it is thought that it would be appropriate to 

conduct an in-depth analysis to examine the social decay in schools and to develop 

solutions to prevent this problem. 

2.2 Study Group 

The study group of the current research consists of teachers working in primary and 

secondary schools working in public institutions in Onikişubat district of 

Kahramanmaraş province in the 2023-2024 academic year. The study group was 

determined by non-random quota technique and while determining the participants, 

volunteering and willingness to be interviewed were taken into consideration. In the 

study group, a total of 15 teachers, 5 teachers at primary school level, 5 teachers at 

secondary school level and 5 teachers at high school level, were interviewed. 

In the study, primary school teachers were named as IO1, secondary school teachers 

as OO1 and high school teachers as LS1. Some demographic characteristics of the 

study group are presented in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Information on the study group of the research. 

Code School Type Length of 

Service in the 

Profession 

Branch Gender 

IO1 Primary School 15-22 Classroom Teacher Male 

IO2 Primary School 8-15 Classroom Teacher Woman 

IO3 Primary School 8-15 Classroom Teacher Male 

IO4 Primary School 0-7 Classroom Teacher Male 

IO5 Primary School 0-7 Classroom Teacher Male 

OO1 Middle School 8-15 Science Woman 

OO2 Middle School 8-15 Visual Arts Male 

OO3 Middle School 8-15 Science Woman 

OO4 Middle School 0-7 English Woman 

OO5 Middle School 0-7 Visual Arts Male 

LS1 High School 23+ Turkish Language Woman 

  and Literature  

LS2 High School 15-22 Guidance Woman 

  Counsellor  

LS3 High School 0-7 Geography Male 

LS4 High School 0-7 Maths Male 

LS5 High School 0-7 Geography Male 

When Table 4.1 is analyzed, 33.3% of the study group teachers in Onikişubat District 

of Kahramanmaraş province are primary school teachers, 33.3% are secondary 

school teachers and 33.3% are high school teachers. The majority of them have a 

service period of 0-7 years in the profession and only one teacher has a service period 

of 23+ years. Teachers consist of 60% male and 40% female. 

2.3 Data Collection Tool 

For the purpose of data collection, a semi-structured interview form consisting of five 

questions was prepared by the researcher in order to examine the social decay in 

schools, which is the focus of the research, and to address the solution suggestions for 

preventing this decay (ANNEX 1). In the development phase of the form, a literature 

review was first conducted and a question set consisting of twelve items was created. 

In order to test the comprehensibility of the open-ended questions to be used as a 

qualitative data collection tool, these questions were directed to teachers outside the 
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study group. In line with the feedback obtained, it was determined that the questions 

were clear and precise, and then these questions were reviewed by an expert faculty 

member in the field of qualitative research methods. After this review, the number of 

questions was reduced to five and finally, they were reviewed by a Turkish teacher in 

terms of spelling and spelling rules. The interview form consists of two parts. In the 

first part, there are questions inquiring demographic information such as school type, 

professional seniority, length of service in teaching and gender of the interview 

participants. In the second part, there are questions to analyses the social decay in 

schools. 

2.4 Data Collection 

In order to collect the research data, face-to-face interviews with the participants were 

conducted on different days and hours after the necessary permissions were obtained 

with the decision of Kahramanmaraş Sütçü İmam University Rectorate Social and 

Human Sciences Ethics Committee dated 2024 and numbered 2708. Before the 

interview, the purpose of the study was explained to the participants in detail and they 

were informed that the data obtained would be used only for scientific purposes and 

would not be used for any other purpose. The interviews were recorded by the 

participants by writing on the interview forms, and then the data obtained were 

transferred to electronic media. The interviews with the teachers were conducted in the 

institutions where they work. Each of the participants in the study group of the 

research was interviewed for approximately 30 minutes. 

2.5 Analyzing the Data 

One of the most important elements in qualitative research is the reliability of the 

findings obtained. Therefore, directly quoting the data collected from the participants 

during qualitative research and presenting these quotations in their most natural form 

increases the reliability of the study (Büyüköztürk et al., 2015). 

In our research process, face-to-face interviews were conducted with the participant 

teachers. The interviews of the teachers who gave permission were recorded with a 

voice recorder. The data obtained from the interviews were transferred to the computer 

and analyzed by the researcher. Descriptive analysis technique was used to interpret 

the data. The analysis of the data was carried out according to the stages of coding, 

organizing themes and categories, structuring and interpreting the findings. The 

findings organized as codes and themes were defined and interpreted. Participants 

were given codes as (IO1, OO1, LS1... IO5, OO5, LS5). 

2.6 Validity and Reliability 

External reliability was ensured by presenting the method and stages of the research in a 
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clear and precise manner. Data collection, analysis and interpretation processes were 

explained in detail. Internal reliability was ensured by clearly stating the questions 

used in the research and collecting detailed, purposeful data in accordance with these 

questions. Content validity was secured by taking expert opinions; face validity was 

supported by the examination of the questions by a Turkish teacher. 

Another important factor that increases the validity of the research is the inclusion of 

participant views and supporting the data with direct quotations. In addition, the fact that 

the findings obtained are consistent within themselves and the characteristics of the 

research sample are described in detail also strengthen the validity. 

3. Findings 

In this part of the study, the results related to social decay in schools were analyzed. 

According to these results, sub-problems are listed and presented. At the same time, 

the findings related to the opinions, criticisms and suggestions of the participants are 

summarized in tables. 

3.1 What do teachers think about social decay in schools? 

In the first sub-problem of the research, teachers' opinions about social decay in 

schools were analyzed. Findings related to teachers' opinions about social decay are 

presented in Table 2. 

Table 2. Teachers' views on social decay. 

Reasons for the Existence of Social Decay According to Teachers n 

Negative effects of social media                                                                                      5 

Selfishness and bullying                                                                                                   5 

Disruption of family and society                                                                                      4 

Ignoring values                                                                                                                  4 

Disciplinary problems of students                                                                                    3 

Conflicts between teachers                                                                                               3 

Parent expectations                                                                                                            2 

Managerial Attitudes                                                                                                         1 

Poor quality education                                                                                                       1 

Total                                                                                                                                 28 

Within the scope of the study, teachers were asked the question "What are the opinions 

of teachers about social decay in schools?". As a result of the interviews with the 

teachers, they stated that the social decay in the society is also reflected in schools. 

They stated that the social decay they witnessed in schools increased day by day. 

All teachers who participated in the research stated that social decay exists, and the 
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sub-themes of social decay are presented in Table 5.1. According to the table, the 

reasons for the existence of social decay are summarized as the negative effects of 

social media (5), selfishness and bullying (5), deterioration of family and society (4), 

ignoring values (4), students' discipline problems (3), conflicts between teachers (3), 

parent expectations (2), administrator attitudes (1), poor quality in education (1). Some 

of the opinions regarding the answers to the question posed to the participant are 

presented below. 

IO1: "I believe. I think that the decay that already exists in society has spread to 

schools." 

OO2: "Of course, first and foremost, the attitudes and behaviors of administrators, 

communication problems between educators and children being highly affected by 

negative content on social media." 

LS1: "Yes. There is a negative change in the morality (selfishness) of young people. 

Bullying has started to increase a lot." 

3.2 According to Teachers' Views, What are the Factors Triggering Social Decay 

in Schools? 

In the second sub-problem of the research, the factors that trigger social decay in 

schools were analysed. Teachers' views on the factors that trigger social decay are 

presented in Table 3. 

Table 3. Factors triggering social decay in schools 

Factors Triggering Social Decay                                                                                          n 

Unconscious use of social media                                                                                             8 

Deterioration of family and community structure                                                                   7 

Devaluation of teachers                                                                                                             3 

Deteriorating economy                                                                                                               3 

Factors arising from the education system                                                                               3 

Problems arising from school administration                                                                               1 

Ignoring values                                                                                                                           1 

Total                                                                                                                                         26 

The teachers were asked the question "What are the factors that trigger social decay 

according to teachers' views?". Since the teachers accepted the existence of social 

decay, they answered by considering student behaviors. They stated that negative 

content and news on social media affect students very much. In addition, it was stated 

that this problem increased because the society ignores national and moral values day 

by day. 

In Table 5.2, sub-themes related to the factors triggering social decay are presented. 

Teachers' answers were analyzed and their opinions were summarized by sub-themes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4. Reflection of Social Decay in Schools on Education and Social Life  

 

Examining Social Decay in Schools             561

The expressions belonging to these sub- themes are; unconscious use of social media (8), 

deterioration of family and social structure (7), devaluation of teachers (3), 

deterioration of the economy (3), inadequacies in the education system (3), 

problems arising from school management (1), ignoring values (1). Some of the 

teachers' answers to the question are presented below. 

PO5: "The use of social media, inadequate moral education in schools, parents' level 

of education and economic welfare, and teachers' loss of reputation trigger social 

decay in schools." 

OO1: "Disruptions in the family structure (broken families, parental indifference), 

deficiencies in the education system, inequalities, poverty, unemployment, social 

media addiction are triggered by such reasons." 

LS1: "Restriction of the rights given to teachers. Misinterpretation of the idea of 

individualism by parents and students, disadvantages of compulsory education, trying 

to raise young people only with a focus on success affect social relations and these 

trigger social decay." 

3.3 According to Teachers' Views, How Does Social Decay in Schools Reflect on 

Education and Social Life? 

In the third sub-problem of the research, the reflections of the social decay in schools 

on education and social life were analyzed. Teachers' views on the subject are 

presented in Table 4. 

Reflection of social decay on education and social life n 

Incitement to crime and violence 3 

Decreased academic success 3 

Loss of moral values 3 

Loss of motivation of teachers 2 

Benefit-in-interest relationship 1 

Deterioration in school climate 1 

Total 13 

It is seen by the teachers that the social decay in schools has reflections on education 

and social life. In this context, teachers were asked the question "According to 

teachers' opinions, what kind of reflection does social decay in schools have on 

education and social life?" and their answers were taken. It was stated that since the 

school and society are in interaction, a problem existing in one affects the other, and 

due to this interaction, the stakeholders of the school and society are also affected by 

this problem. 

The reflections of social decay in schools on education and social life are shown in 

Table 5.3. The answers given by the teachers are summarized as follows; 

encouragement to crime and violence (3), decrease in academic success (3), loss of 
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moral values (3), loss of motivation of teachers (2), interest and benefit relationship 

(1), deterioration in school climate (1). Some of the teachers' answers to the question 

are presented below. 

PT3: "Through social media and instant messaging programs, teachers' personal space is 

not respected and teachers are humiliated. This situation damages the relations of all 

education stakeholders. The biggest factor is that the Ministry does not protect its 

teachers." 

OO4: "I think that problems such as people exhibiting insecure behaviors, increasing 

and increasing rates of violence and crime, intolerant and disrespectful behaviors, 

mental health problems appear as problems." 

LS1: "The reflections on life are that interests are at the forefront, negative behaviors 

are legitimized in order to reach the desired position and young people find life 

worthless due to future anxiety." 

3.4 According to Teachers' Views, How Does Social Decay in Schools Affect 

Teacher-Teacher, Teacher- Student and Teacher-Parent Relationships? 

In the fourth sub-problem of the research, the effects of social decay in schools on 

teacher-teacher, teacher-student, teacher-parent relationships were analyzed according 

to the opinions of teachers. Teachers' views on the subject are given in Table 5.  

Table 5. Impact of social decay in schools on stakeholders 

Effects of social decay                                                                                                        n 

                            6 

Ignoring respect and values between teachers and students                                                    6 

Problems of trust between teachers and parents                                                                       4 

Loss of teacher-teacher co-operation                                                                                         2 

Generational difference between teacher and teacher                                                              2 

Total                                                                                                                                           20 

Teachers expressed that social decay in schools affects stakeholders. In order to 

investigate the effects of social decay in schools, the question "According to teachers' 

views, how does social decay in schools affect teacher-teacher, teacher-student and 

teacher-parent relationships?" was asked. In line with the answers given, it was seen 

that teachers could not fully focus on their work due to the effects. It was stated that 

teachers' personal spaces were not respected and they were disturbed without thinking 

about their private lives. Teachers explained that the negative thoughts of parents 

towards their profession caused them not to enjoy their professional lives. 

The effects of social decay in schools are shown in Table 5.4. These opinions can be 

summarized as follows; teacher-student-parent communication and disrespect for 
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personal space (6), disregard of respect and values between teachers and students (6), 

trust problem between teachers and parents (4), loss of cooperation between teachers 

and teachers (2), generation gap between teachers and teachers (2). Some of the 

opinions included in the interview form are given below. 

PT3: "The teacher has been placed in an easily accessible and worthless position. 

Failure to realize the expected academic success of students puts the relationship 

between parents, teachers and students in a deadlock." 

OO1: "It causes a decrease in cooperation and solidarity in teacher-teacher 

relationship, conflict and competition between teachers, respect and authority 

problems between teachers and students, communication disorder, decrease in 

academic support, trust problems in teacher-parent relationship, disagreements, 

decrease in participation in the education process." 

LS2: "The gap between the new generation teachers and the old ones is widening. 

Especially new generation teachers are insufficient to be role models for students in 

education. In the teacher-student relationship, there is no healthy communication 

between students and teachers as the teaching profession is discredited. The fact that 

parents interfere in everything and stand behind all kinds of behaviours of their 

students also negatively affects education. I would like to state that in addition to 

teacher training, parent training is also important." 

3.5 What are the Views of Teachers on Preventing Social Decay in Schools? 

In the fifth sub-problem of the research, opinions on the prevention of social decay in 

schools were analysed. The findings reflecting the opinions of the teachers are 

presented in Table 6. 

Table 6. Teachers' Views on Prevention of Social Decay 

Can social decay be prevented? Why?                                                                               n 

Can be prevented by making corrections in education     6 

Can be prevented by providing psychological and social support     6 

Can be prevented by improving school-family co-operation     5 

Social media use can be prevented by monitoring     3 

It can be prevented by improving the economic and democratic     3 

environment     1 

Turkish culture can be prevented by instilling it in students     2 

Can be reduced by protecting the teacher     1 

It can be reduced by increasing the prestige of teachers1 

Cannot be prevented because society will not improve  
Total    28 

In order to learn the views on the prevention of social decay in schools, the question 

"What are the views of teachers on the prevention of social decay in schools?" was 
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asked to the participants. When we look at the findings we reached as a result of the 

opinions of the teachers, 60% stated that it would be prevented, 33.33% stated that it 

could be reduced, and 6.67% stated that it could not be prevented. Our teachers, who 

carry the hope that the society can be corrected, stated that the social decay in schools 

can be prevented by eliminating the existing problems, that the society is gradually 

deteriorating, but it can be reduced with the hope that we can correct the new 

generation with the education given, and that social decay in schools will not improve 

because the society will not improve. 

The opinions obtained through the interview form are given in Table 5.5. Sub-themes 

were formed as a result of these opinions. When we look at the views on the 

prevention of social decay; it can be prevented by making corrections in education (6), 

it can be prevented by providing psychological and social support (6), it can be 

prevented by improving school-family cooperation (5), it can be prevented by 

controlling the use of social media (3), it can be prevented by correcting the economic 

and democratic environment (3), it can be prevented by instilling Turkish culture in 

students (1), it can be reduced by protecting teachers (2), it can be reduced by 

increasing the prestige of teachers (1), it cannot be prevented because society will not 

improve (1). Some of the opinions included in the interview form are given below. 

PST1: "I think it would not be useful to reduce the existing decay to schools only. In 

this case, it concerns all units of the society. Solutions should be structured more 

holistically." 

OO4: "There are, of course, various solution proposals to prevent social decay and to 

restore society to a healthy structure. If we summaries them briefly; ensuring 

economic justice, strengthening democratic institutions, providing education 

opportunities to everyone equally, strengthening the sense of unity of the society." 

LS2: "It is difficult but not impossible. The foundations of the education system should 

be national and local, there is a wrong perception that everyone should study at 

university, in order to correct this perception, vocational education should be 

emphasized and qualified personnel should be trained. The Ottoman Enderun system 

should be implemented. I think that parents, students and teachers should be made 

aware of the use of social media and technology, and there should be strict rules and 

prohibitions. In addition, social responsibility projects should not be on paper and 

should not be compromised in practice." 

4. Results, Conclusions and Recommendations 

This research aims to examine the existing social decay in schools in depth and to 

address the existing problems with solution suggestions. By drawing attention to 

social decay, it aims to reduce the negative effects of the education system and 

society caused by this problem. By identifying the problems that may arise in the long 

term at an early stage, it aims to provide information and contribution to those who 

will raise future generations. 
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The responses received from the teachers in the schools where the study was 

conducted clearly revealed the existence of social decay. The increase in social decay 

also deepens the phenomenon of social decay in schools. In order to understand this 

situation more clearly, various sub-themes were created and these themes were 

presented through tables. In this section, teachers' responses to the questions in the 

semi- structured interview form will be evaluated in detail and the findings obtained 

will be discussed by comparing them with the data in the literature. This process will 

be an important step towards providing a more comprehensive understanding of the 

causes and effects of social decay. 

4.1 Conclusion and Discussion on Teachers' Views on Social Decay in Schools 

According to the findings of the research, it has been determined that there is social 

decay in schools and that this decay is caused by certain reasons. These reasons 

include "negative effects of social media", "deterioration of family and social 

structure", "selfishness and bullying" and "disregard of values". The data obtained 

show that there is a strong social decay in schools. It is misleading to think that the 

decay existing in society will not be reflected in schools. Good societies are shaped by 

quality education processes. When the quality of education increases, both problems are 

prevented before they arise and individuals can better determine their own welfare. 

A review of the literature reveals that corruption and social decay are social 

phenomena. Marshall (2005) defines society in its simplest form as "a community of 

people who share the same culture, live in a certain geographical area and see 

themselves as a united whole". Individuals who share the same culture will naturally 

face common problems. In order to better understand social decay, the concept of 

sociality must first be discussed in depth. Durkheim (2013) is a thinker who 

developed important theories in the field of social sciences and stated that the 

phenomenon of sociality exists beyond individual consciousness and has an oppressive 

effect on individuals. According to Durkheim, individuals' ways of thinking and 

behaviour are not only influenced by external factors; they are also influenced by an 

oppressive force to which individuals are exposed even if they do not want to be. When 

this oppressive force is voluntarily obeyed, this effect may not be felt or is felt 

minimally. However, when this oppression is resisted, the coercive and oppressive 

aspect of the power becomes apparent. Therefore, if the presence of social decay is 

felt, people feel uncomfortable and pressurized by the existing problems. 

Individuals are in constant interaction within the social structure. During these 

interactions, individuals may encounter different values, norms, laws and behaviors. 

As a result, individuals who make up the society may question their attitudes, values 

and behaviors, abandon some of them and acquire new attitudes and values by 

attributing new meanings to these values and behaviors (Bahar, 2009). These factors 

may lead to positive or negative changes. Negative changes may cause 

differentiation in society. These major ruptures are called social decay. Therefore, the 
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results obtained from the research data reveal that negative differentiations in society 

affect social decay in schools. 

4.2 Conclusion and Discussion on the Factors Triggering Social Decay in Schools 

According to Teachers' Views 

The existence of social decay in schools is recognized. As a result of the questions 

asked to the teachers, it was also stated that the factors that trigger social decay 

accelerate this situation. The main causes of social decay in schools are "unconscious 

use of social media", "deterioration of family and social structure" and "economic 

problems". These factors reveal that social decay is increasing and problems are 

multiplying. Students' inability to keep up with the dynamics of social life and their 

desire to stay away from communication with people is one of the reasons for this 

decay. 

When the literature is examined, it is seen that the causes of social decay in schools 

are also related to social problems. Today, in a period when internet access and use have 

become easier, some individuals have started to experience problems in their work, 

social and private lives due to their uncontrollable desire to use the internet (Turan, 

2015). This situation has become almost a common problem of today. Individuals' 

behaviors can lead to various psychological problems; addiction is one of such 

problems (Ünal, 2015). Social media addiction and unconscious social media use 

create serious problems in society. These problems in society are also reflected in 

schools. Unconscious use of social media makes it difficult for individuals to manage 

their lives. 

Research on social adaptation shows that the first effects of the family on the child are 

extremely important. Parents and other members of the family determine the child's 

position in the family through their communication and interaction with the child 

(Çağdaş, 2006). Family, society and school are in constant interaction. Problems 

within the family lie at the root of violence in society and schools. Children growing 

up in violent families may form individuals and societies prone to violence in the 

future. However, children are the most vulnerable members of the social structure and 

have difficulty in meeting their needs on their own. In addition to basic needs such as 

food and clothing, they also need emotional support (Bilgin, 2008). The deterioration 

of family and community structure leads to violence and bullying in children. 

Violence and bullying are among the factors that trigger social decay in our study.  

4.3 Discussion and Conclusion on the Reflections of Social Decay in Schools on 

Education and Social Life According to Teachers' Views 

Education is one of the most important institutions guiding the society. The impact 

and guiding power of education on society depends to a great extent on the 

preparation and effective implementation of educational programs in accordance with 
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the expectations of society (Celep, Bülbül, & Tunç, 2000). In order for education 

programs to have an impact on the society, to respond to the social needs of the 

society and to gain the ability to guide, the needs of the society should be analyzed in 

depth both quantitatively and qualitatively. The design and implementation of 

educational programs in accordance with social expectations is based on the existence 

of common goals between educational institutions and society. If the society and the 

school have similar goals, it is inevitable that they will be affected by the same 

problems. 

If one of the school stakeholders is affected by social decay, this effect is inevitably 

reflected on other stakeholders. For example, parents, students, teachers, school 

culture, school climate and the environment where the school is located are some 

variables that contribute to the causes of social decay (Yetim & Toprakçı, 2020). 

When one of these variables is subjected to a negative impact, other components are 

also negatively affected. Since the school is one of the basic building blocks that 

contribute to the education of the society, it is inevitable that social decay in the 

school will be reflected in the society. Since the society sends its children to school to 

educate them, a situation of decay in the society is reflected in the school climate 

through the students. The findings of the research show that the social decay in 

schools negatively affects both the education process and the general structure of 

society. This situation reveals the necessity of re-evaluating the education system and 

revising it in accordance with social expectations. 

4.4. Discussion and Conclusion on Teacher-Teacher, Teacher-Student and Teacher-

Parent Relations of Social Decay in Schools According to Teachers' Views 

The school can fulfil its responsibilities effectively if its constituent components work in 

harmony. For this reason, it is of great importance to develop the school and to ensure 

the active participation of the family in the educational process. Teachers have the 

greatest responsibility in the planning and implementation of education and training 

activities. It is unthinkable for the family to remain outside the education process in 

terms of the quality upbringing of students, their adaptation to life and their academic 

success (Gökçe, 2000). For this reason, it is vital that school-family co-operation 

plays an active role at every stage of the process. Strengthening this cooperation will 

both contribute to the school's achievement of its goals and enable students to develop 

positive behaviors. 

When the school-family union is weak, the development of students may be negatively 

affected and these negativities will appear as problems. Titrek (2009) claim that 

organizational justice is so important on this conditions. These problems will continue 

to increase over time and all stakeholders may be negatively affected by these 

situations. One of the most fundamental principles in the academic success of children 

is the participation of teachers, students, administrators and families in this process 

together. One of the most important goals of the educational process is to reinforce the 

knowledge learnt at school and to provide a coherence between school and home. 
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This co-operation stands out as a critical factor in achieving success. As a social 

institution, the school aims to make students successful through the interaction of 

many stakeholders. Especially at the primary school level, the support of families is 

extremely important to ensure success. Within the scope of this support, co-operation 

becomes an inevitable necessity. 

It is emphasized that school and family should cooperate with a sense of common 

action for the success of the individual (Aslanargun, 2007). When schools do not focus 

on academic achievement sufficiently, it is possible for the school to move away from 

its goals and become a building where only students spend time. This situation may 

cause students to be affected by the problems in the society more than expected and to 

reflect these problems to the school climate. Therefore, teachers should assume a 

unifying role that brings together school, family and environmental factors (Erkan, 

1996). When teachers cannot assume this unifying role, discipline problems and the 

effects of social decay will be evident in schools. According to the results of the study, 

it is concluded that these negative effects will also deeply affect the existing 

stakeholders. 

4.5 Conclusion and Discussion on Teachers' Views on Preventing Social Decay in 

Schools 

As a result of the analysis of the research findings, the general opinion of the teachers 

is that social decay is preventable. If we aim to prevent social decay, this situation 

should be realized through a structuring that covers all stakeholders of the school. We 

cannot save the society by addressing only the problems in schools. Eliminating the 

decay in schools and not passing it on to future generations can be considered as an 

investment in the future; however, since school and society are in constant interaction, 

social decay should not be expected to disappear without social corrections. 

Opinions and suggestions that only legal and organizational reforms will be sufficient 

to prevent corruption are generally insufficient. Because it is thought that only strict 

laws or organizational control mechanisms will solve the problem in order to prevent 

corruption (Gökdayı, 1998: 10). For this reason, it would be more effective to adopt 

an approach that addresses ethical values as well as organizational and legal reforms 

together in the education process. Education can increase the chances of success of 

legal and organizational reforms by providing individuals with ethical values and 

encouraging behaviors compatible with these values. A strategy that combines these 

two elements offers a more coherent and sustainable solution for the prevention of 

corruption. 

In line with the data obtained, teachers' views on preventing social decay in schools 

were categorized under several sub-themes: "it can be prevented by making 

corrections in education", "it can be prevented by providing psychological and social 

support", "it can be prevented by improving school-family cooperation", "it can be 
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prevented by controlling the use of social media", "it can be prevented by improving 

the economic and democratic environment", "it can be prevented by protecting 

teachers", "it can be prevented by instilling Turkish culture", "it can be prevented by 

increasing the prestige of teachers" and "it cannot be prevented because society cannot 

be improved". These themes can be considered as a resource for preventing social 

decay and improving the school environment. 

As a result, the following headings can be listed among the causes of social decay in 

schools: 

1. Unconscious Use of Social Media: The rapid introduction of technology into our 

lives and the easy adaptation of children to this technology make it difficult to restrict 

the use of social media. Young people who are not media literate use social networks 

unconsciously; false role models and wannabe unrealistic lifestyles feed social decay. 

2. Deterioration of Society and Family Structure: The rapid loss of the values that 

xisted in society and family in the past and the fact that these values are not adopted 

y young people lead to the acceleration of social decay. 

3. Deterioration of the economy: The gradual decrease in purchasing power due to 

e economic difficulties in our country puts families in a difficult situation. Students 

ho have no hope for life and feel doomed to follow their dreams are one of the 

auses of social decay in schools. 

4. Problems caused by parents: Negative situations arising from parents not respecting 

teachers' private lives, over-valuing their own children, misunderstanding individual 

life and expecting high academic achievement from their children are reflected to the 

school. 

The research analyses social decay in schools and addresses the existing problems 

with solutions. The results of the research reveal the existence and rapid increase of 

social decay in primary, middle and high schools. It is emphasized that this situation is 

becoming increasingly difficult to prevent. Teachers, students and parents are affected 

by social decay. These groups, which are in constant interaction, reflect the decay on 

one side to the other side. The intertwined nature of education and social life means 

that the decay that starts on one side effects the other side as well. It is important to 

recognize the existence of social decay and to investigate its causes in order to prevent 

social decay. Understanding and addressing these effects is critical for strengthening 

social structures and ensuring social cohesion. Education, ethical values and effective 

legal reforms, as well as multidimensional approaches, can go a long way towards 

reducing the effects of social decay and redressing social imbalance. In conclusion, 

preventing social decay and maintaining public health is a dynamic process that requires 

the joint efforts of both individuals and society. Effective management of this process 

will strengthen social cohesion and increase social justice. 

As a result of the findings of the research, the following suggestions were made; 

It is thought that some studies and arrangements should be made to prevent social 

decay in schools. It is recommended that social media literacy should be provided to 
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our students and social media use should be limited until a certain age. In the absence 

of a certain restriction, it is foreseen that the desire for people or situations that are not 

welcomed positively in society will increase. 

It is recommended that social and psychological support should be provided to 

improve the social and family structure. It is thought that maximizing school-family 

cooperation will slow down this dissolution. In order to ensure economic recovery, it 

is necessary for top managers to carry out a number of studies and it may be useful to 

increase the economic welfare of all stakeholders of the society. 
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